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Detroit Conf. has three new district superintendents

DETROIT —  Bishop Judith Craig has
announced the appointment of three new
district superintendents in the Detroit Con-
{erence to be effective June 16, 1989: the
Reverend Donna J. Lindberg to the Ann
Arbor District; the Reverend Kenneth L.
Tousley to the Port Huron District; and the
Reverend Terry A. Euper to the Saginaw
Bay District,

In making this announcement, Bishop

faig said, “as is the case every year at
thistime, | find the clergy membership of
the Annual Conference to be a rich
resource for filling these leadership spots.
. @m grateful to those who have said,
¥&s. They bring a variety of backgrounds,
PerSpectives, ages and styles, to comple-
ment the cabinet members who remain.
Each of them has demonstrated strong
qualities of spiritual and organizational
Ieadership which will suit them well in the
wark of the superintendency.”

DONNA LINDBERG is presently serv-
N9 as pastor of the Gaylord United
Methodist Church Parish, a position she
Nas held since 1983, Prior to that time she
Nas serveq five other pastoral appoint-
ments; two as pastor—Hazel Park First
and Rice Memorial in Detroit—three as
late—| ivonia Newburg, Port Huron
First, ang Beverly Hills. Donna is a native
of Kingsford, MI. She received her B-A.
degree from Adrian College in 1966 and a
M. in 1969 from Perkins School of
The“"’gv in Dallas, TX. She was ordain-
&d an Elder in 1971, '
Onna has two adopted sons, Richard
and Christopher. Yet, as a single parent
she has peen able to give leadership
¥ithin the Conference in a variety of ways.
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She served 12 years on the Board of Or-
dained Ministry (four as registrar); four
years on Standing Rules, four years on the
Council of Ministries; and several other
positions within the conference and
districts of which she has been a part. In
1980 she was delegate to the World
Methodist Council in Hawaii.

Travel, reading and swimming are high
on her list of special interests and

Kenneth Tousley

A
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activities.

KENNETH TOUSLEY has been senior
pastor at Adrian First United Methodist
Church since 1982. He and wife Doris
have been active in the community and
college life of Adrian. Doris presently
serves as secretary in the College
Chapiain’s Office. The Tousleys have four
children, all grown adults; Philip, Jeffrey,
Scott, and Mark.

Prior to Adrian, Ken served the Tawas
United Methodist Church for 14 years, dur-
ing which time he guided the merging of
two congregations and the construction of
a new church building. Prior to Tawas he
served three years at Saginaw Ames.
following three different appointments in
the North Indiana Conference. Ken is a
graduate of Taylor University in 1957 and

See DISTRICTS, page 11
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It’s official — Harris ascends to episcopacy

BOSTON — “| am pleased that

worldwide Anglican Communion Feb. 11

shattering the centurias-old tradition that
only men can be bishops because Jesus
chose no women (o be among his

apostles

Craig was asked by Unitad Methodist
News Service il sha has advice for Bishop
Harris. Craig, hersaif the sscond woman
elected 1o the episcopacy within Untled
some

Methodism, said, “She faces

obstacles | have never faced. and | regret
that. | pray that she may be squal to the
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those
In the Episcopal Church have acknowledg-
ed God's aclivity in her and have chosen
1o name her to the episcopacy,” remark-
ed Bishop Judith Craig of the Michigan
Area, United Methadist Church, upen the
consecration of Barbara Harris, Harris, a
black Episcopal priest from Philadelphia
became the first woman bishop in the

the Rucharis! ot the varamany for her
Y Whe Bplecopsi

task and undarstand that God has chosean
her for the task and need not be afraid of
whatever human beings can do

THE REV. BARBARA Clementine Har
s was elected suffragan, or 8ssisting,
bishop of the Diocese 'm Massachusetts
on Sept. 24, and the consecralion service
marked her official elevation o the
episcopacy,

Over 8000 people attanded the thrae-
hour service of consecration at Boston's
Hynes Auditorium, a service which com
bined the elegant formality of the Book of
Common Prayer with the spirited music of
black chureh tradition

'We cannol and must not averlook tha
fact that 1his woman being consecrmted o
day (8 not just an American woman,'' sald
Bishop Harris Iriend and menlor at
Philadelphia’s Church of the Advocale, the
Hev. Paul Malihews Washington, “'Shae i

lack woman This is a woman Who wias
Bom In alavary. This is a woman who i
had 1o struggle
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cession down the céntral aisle of the
auditorium, the crowd burst into spon-
faneous applause

After lay and clergy represantativaes of
the Diocese of Massachusells formally
asked Episcopal Presiding Bishop Ed
mond Q. Browning, to consecrate Harris
a bishop In "the one holy, catholic and
apostolic church, testimonials were read
conlirming her credentials as a priest and
the legality of har election

Browning asked the
which included 55 bishops, whether any
parson knew al a why the con
socration should nol procead. Two men
steppaed o the microphone o protest

John Jamieson, a layman fram Chicago
reprasonting the tradittonnlist Prayver Book
Socioly, ase hat ho spoke (
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My Experience
—dJoyce M. Smith

MCA Contributing Editor

Protective love

ye-bye, Poppy, was Grandpa's
way of knowing that Kimberlee
was anxious to go for a walk
at any time, to any place.

The Christmas holiday in Florida this
year was blessed with the presence of
18-month old Kimberlee who walks well
now and says enough 1o get what she
wants, Her mother and father were fair-
ly well consumed with the responsibility
of her month-oid brother, Daniel, so
Grandpa volunteered to be her daytime
companion.

After being housebound in Michigan
and Maryland for the early winter
months, Florida, with 80 degree
temperalures, became a release for lots
of pent up energy for both grandparent
and child.

After a couple of days of jaunts 10
the shopping center and around the
condominium complex with the two
hand-in-hand, it was discovered that
the little one felt constricted and sither
wanted to be unhanded or 1o be car-
ried, Grandmather then had the brilliant
idea of getting & child's leash and. after
consulting with the adull member of
the 1wosome, she purchased same. It
i like @ talephone cord with wrist
bands on each end

The nexl time \here was an excur-
sion, the new gadget was brought forth
and one small strap with velcro closed
i the wee wrist and one large straP
similarty closed around the big wris!
Theore was no complaint from either

person. In lact, the little person was
delighted io think that now she was
frée to hop, skip, jump and dance:
push/pull the grocery cart; and move
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about at will — at least within six feet
of her companion. From that time for-
ward, whenever she wanted to go out-
side, she would find the spiral cord,
and look for someaone; just anyone,
who was willing to go "bye-bye."

Before you get your dander up and
write letters about leashes and children
who are not dogs, let me quickly state
that in this instance, everyone was hap-
py and the adults were greatly relieved
to know that Kimberlee. with all her
energy, yet lacking maturity and ex-
perience, was not going to be hit by a
car or suddenly disappear on an
adventure of her own choosing

When | got back to the cold north
and reminisced about the fun we had
from this expanded way of travel, |
thought how much this is like some of
our relationships with God. Is not our
true basis for happiness dependence
upon God? Yet, we are given the
freedom to hop, skip, jump, dance and
aven leap our way through life. With
prayer, study, and faith we can be link-
ed to our Protector, safe in the
knowledge that we are never alone and
will be upheld by the hands of God

@ ABORTION STANCE SHOCKING

| was surprised to see the use of "pro-
choice” and “anti-abortion” in the same
nentence under the picture accompanying
your Feb. 6 articie on abortion. This kind
ol bias | might expectfrom a liberal secular
paper like the Detroit Free Press (which
uses those terms), but hardly from a Chris-
tian publication. Fairness Would dictate ys-
ing the words the groups prefer o pe
known as: "pro-chow‘! 3"9 'leO-IIIB," or
alse simply '‘pro-abortion” and “ap.
abortion.”

Pro-choice sounds so democratic, byt i
sugarcoats the ugly reality of abortion ang
ignores the fact that the vast majority of
women with unwanied pregnancies haye
alraady made 8 choice by choosing 1o
have gexual activity. Imagine someone
saying 1'm porsonally agains) ghild
molastation but each person should have
the right to choose” Ridiculous|

| fall 1o seo why aborlion is a (opic of
debnis among Christians, Read your Bible
(eg. Psalm 138) and ask yoursell what
Jusus would say. Perhaps something like
whit He 10id the woman caught in adultery
(Johin 8), "'Neither do | condemn you Go
now and leave your life of ain™' But like

josus, lei's not be alraid 1o call sin 8in

God’s ndards do nol change

sdultery s still i, and so i KHling Our
ohildren, balore or after they're borm. I'm
ahioekind 1o lgarn that | belong 1o A c hureh
that olfrcially condonan it No wonder the
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DETROIT CITY COUNCIL HONORS JUDITH CRAIG
On Feb. 13 the Detroit City Council presented Michigan Area bishop, Judith Craig, wi
a testimonial resolution. Citing her election as ‘‘the third woman elected bishop &
the world,” her service as a Christian education director, and her ministry to local chs
ches and the East Ohio Conference as an ordained elder, the resolution states: “Tis
Detroit City Council hereby salutes Bishop Judith Craig on her many accomplishment
as an educator and for her leadership of the United Methodist Churches of Michigan

LETTERS

to the editor

L] VALUE OF LIFE

Your recent article on capital punish-
ment, “The Executioner’s Song," was 18sS
a song than a whimper. In 37 column in-
ches, there is no recognition, much 1888
recollection, of the words “thou shall not
kill" nor of their refinement by one, himself
a victim of capital punishment, “maoreover,
| say unlo you .. "

No one needs o plead a case for Bundy
or Briley as to the gravity, repulsiveness,
or culpability of their crimes. No' one
argues that they should have been set
free. You cite a case of an escapee Kil-
ing again? Repa the ne?llgence in the
detention systen C:?"' t kill everyone else
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PRINCETON, NJ — A pall by
the Gallup organization shows that
United Methodists and Catholics are
more likely to leave their churches

than persons raised in other
denominations and faith groups.

According to the poll, conducted
In March 1988, one in three persons
raised a United Methodist, and one
in ten raised a Catholic, is no longer
identified with those churches.

Thirteen percent of Americans say
they were raised as Methodists, but
only nine percent identify
themselves as United Methodists fo-
day. Although 31 percent of the
population say they were raised
Catholic, only 27 percent now iden-
lify with the church.

Among the ten groups
tepresented in the survey, the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ)
showed the largest proportional In-
crease, with two percent Vof
Americans reporting they were rais-
ed as Disciples and three percent
reporting they are now Disciples.

Presbyterians grew from three
percent to four percent.

There was no change in the
percentage of Americans identifying
themselves as Episcopalians,
Lutherans, Mormons, Jews or af
filiated with the United Church of
Christ.

Baptists dropped from 23 percent
to 21 percent. ms

NEW YORK — With the current
network TV season breaking new
ground in explicit language a_r{d sex
scenes, a 1600-member coalition of
Christian leaders is laying the
groundwork for a new boycott of
leading sponsors.

Chn?stmem Leaders for Responsible
Television (CLeaRTV) which in-

“@luges the heads of 70 churcl:
bodies, says it will monitor NEtwor
programming from April 27 10 Mﬂz
94 and announce which sponsor
will be boycotted.

CLeaRTV may
positive response to ils
from sorme advertisers in view of the
greater explicitness of network pro-
grams, TV Guide quoted Leonar
Malthews, president of the American
Asgociation of Advertising Agencies,
as saying, “The programmers have
© be responsible and not &'
material that's on the cutting ed_ge
I'm not a prude and | hate censor
ship, but there's no place (on TV) far
some of the things I'm seeing.

The National Coalition on Telev:
sion Violence, based in Champaigh:
IL, recently reported that ‘“there ap-
Pears (o be somewhat more blood !n
Gurrent programs than in the past,
more lurid crimes and more themes
of sexualized violence." At the same
lime; the anti-violence coalition said
the most popular shows are the ones
that are lowest in violence like the

Coaby Show,' "Difterent World'
and “"Hoseanne.” ms
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AT RIVERSIDE

HEW YONRK he Mey, Dy, James A
Forlims, Ji., has bean ratiflad as sanior
ninisier o Riverside Church here, Forbes
Wit & pvolessny of theology at Union
Theologics! Seminary
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GUSTAV SPOHN
Religious News Service

NEW YORK — For the Rev. Frank
Chikane, general secretary of the South
African Council of Churches, there is on-
ly ane way left to dismantle apartheid in
South Africa short of violence: comprehen-
sive sanctions.

That was the thrust of the message
delivered at a press briefing at the Inter-
church Center here Feb. 3 by Chikane, one
of the most vocal South African opponents
of the government-sanctioned apartheid
system of racial segregation.

Chikane is particularly vexed, he said,
when sanctions are dismissed — as they
were by the Reagan administration, for ex-
ample — on grounds that sanctions would
most hurt those they are intended to
benefit, the black majority which is op-
pressed by the apartheid system.

“We know the consequences (of sanc-
tions),” said Chikane, noting that apartheid
itself is so onerous that the black South
African majority “cannot suffer more
because of the sanctions

Opponents of sanctions who claim to be
looking out for the interests of South
African blacks are engaging in a subtle
form of racism, in the view of Chikane. who
was in the United States as part of an
“Eminent Church Persons Group that
traveled to seven countries Jan. 15-Feb. 4
to encourage increased pressyre on IH
South African governmeny, 9

CHIKANE AND OTHER
the nine-member group hop
countries they visited tg t5
changing South Africa's
tions through a variety qf
them:

—Comprehensive mang
including a halt 1o rescheg
parges on oil, coal

HARRIS

from the crowd as she t
garemonial pishop's nasc:}:or;?r,m!ﬁn v
of the presenter and placed it on her h:r::fs

As Suffragan bishop of Massachuseﬂs‘
Harms  will work with Bishop David
Johnson and Assistant Bishop David
Birney ang will have primary responsibili-
ty for care of local congregations in the
southern part of the diocese. She will also
have responsibility for stewardship and en-
vironmental committees and pastoral
outreach, including prison and hospital
ministry.

There was no official rapresentative at
the consecration from the Church of
England, the church out of which the 28
independent provinces of Anglicanism
grew and which doss not racognize female
priests or bishops. But sevaral Church of
England clargy Were present, including the
retired dean of St. Paul's Cathedral In Lon-
don, the Rev. Alan Webster, and the retirad
bishop of Birmingham, Bishop Hugh
Montefiore

The archbishop of Ganterbury, Dr
Robert Runcie; Issuad a statement in Lon-
don saying that he was “daaply consclous
that not every Anglican will yot feel able
to acknowladge hor (Bishop Harris) as a
bishop ol the church.

TWO OTHER UNITED Mathodis!
bishops offered commanis ragarding Har
s conseqration, Bishop Leontine Kelly, of
San Francisco, noted tha the consecrn
tlon (:l the binck priest s '"a godly move-
mant” of the whole church. “God UHGS
wluunnu_w Giod chooses, wharaver God
chooses Kally snid. In talophone
mi ge o Hairis Kaoily gave haer the
ansutance that shs hay “coversd hor with
prayer  Tho (st bisck woman to be
alocied a bishop In the United Methosist
W by Marris 1o higve
WIved as a role model
|I‘.=h,‘|
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minerals, denial of landing rights to South
African Airways and an end to international
flights to South Africa.

— Withdrawal and cessation of in-
vestments in South Africa and cancellation
of all licenses and franchise agreements.

— Isolation of South Africa in the
diplomatic and cultural fields and in sports.

— Granting of economic and military
support for the black-ruled states border-
ing South Africa such as Mozambigue and
Zimbabwe.

Chikane and other members of the
group reported that responses of govern-
ment officials have been varied during the
three-week campaign they began in
Berne, Switzerland.

The Rev. Canaan Banana, a Methodist
minister and president of Zimbabwe from
1980 to 1987, said U.S. Secretary of State
James Baker, who met with the group Jan
31, appeared willing to consider some of
the measures recommended by the group.

Although Baker said he was "reluctant”
about sanctions, according to Banana, he
expressed support in principle for ending
apartheid and sald he remained open to
suggestions on how to accomplish that

Banana said the new administration ap-
pears more "anxious 1o move in the direc-
tion of some positive measures” than the
Reagan administration.

Chikane observed that Bush administra-
tion officials "accept the fact that the situa-
tion is getting worse and that diplomatic
appeals have failed.”

BANANA SAID HE was particularly
disappointed in the response of the British,
who met with the Eminent Church Persons
Group Jan. 19-24. The British, he related,
said “practically nothing except to say, ‘We
believe in dialogue. ™

And the Japanese, said Banana, seem-
ed “interested in business, nothing else.

But the French and West Germans
Banana observed, appeared “very keen”
on orealing a strong European response
to the South African situation.

Elaina Greif, general secratary of the
World Young Women's Christian Assacin-
tion in Geneva, pointed out thal a focal
point of U.S. action could be $12 billion in
loans from L.S. banks that come payable
n 1890,

Not renegotiating those loans; amoun-
ting to about half the annual South African
export earnings, Greil said. could wroak
havoc with the South Alfrican economy

We have a goal — not to dismantle the
economy of South Africa but (to disman:
tle) apartheld." she said,

Greil said U.S. Rep. Ron Dellums (D-
CA), chairperson of the Congrassional
Black Caucus, 15 once again introducing 8
sanctions bill in Congress thal could havo
strong support in the House, However, she
said support for sanctions against South
Alfica appears more tenuous (n the
Senate.

Chikane said, "Wae belleve the posilion
of the LS, at this point is critical” He ax%

A
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-t 0] South African supports strong sanctions

pressed particular hope that strong action
by the .S, could encourage Great Britain
to follow suit.

The Eminent Church Persons Group
was assembled by the World Council of
Churches in response to a call for such 2
group by 250 church persons from around
the world meeting in Lusaka, Zambia, in
May 1987, The executive committee of the
World Council formally authorized the
group at a meeting later that year in Atlanta
with the specific purpose of urging U.N.
resolutions on South Africa and the im-
position of sanctions

IN HIDING
WASHINGTON — President George Bush
joined other world leaders on Feb. 22 in
denouncing death threats against the
author of The Satanic Verses as a group
of 2,200 American writers announced a
rally in support of Salman Rushdie
{above). Many in the Islamic world con-
sider passages of the book sacrilegious.
Rushdle has issued an apology for any of-
fense his novel may have caused to
Muslims but Iran's Ayatollah Khomeini
has not rescinded his death call.
Diplomats are being recalled and
econemic sanctions ari being conaidered
among Common Market nations, while
terrorism — not only against human life
but freedom of speech — is debated. See
the Mar. 6 MCA for an interview with Dr.
Akbar Mahdi, chair of the sociology
department at Adrian College. Mahdi,
born In Iran and in the U.S. sinece 1975,
will share perspectives on civil liberties
und religious dimensions of this interna-
tlonal controversy.—/ns photo
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From the editor
Re-creation

rophets come in many styles; Amos was not like Jesus

and Jeremiah was different from John the Baptist. In our day,

I believe that many cartoonists are prophets in their

own right. And I'm often surprised at how a powerful
message can be conveyed with such an economy of words and
simplicity of images. Take for instance, this panel from the funny
pages. Three medieval characters are standing on a drawbridge
nex! {o a sign that reads, ''Castle for sale.” The man tells the pro-
spective buyers, as he points af the three crocodiles in the moat,
"The former owner was eaten by his security system.”

That irony came to mind this week while editing:

*Dr, James Nixon's reflections on capital punishment in the let-
ters column on page 2 bring back the ugly faces surrounding the
prison at the time of Ted Bundy's execution, As the crowd leered
and hurled vengeful epithets, they indeed appeared to be devoured
by their very will to wreak a hate-filled form of justice.

*The photo on page 5 of Jennifer Haines, a pacifist in Colorado,
reports an act of trespassing at Rockwell International that resulted
in a prison sentence. Jennifer stands as one unwilling to be con-

sumed by our government's perspective on national defense. Said P i
Haines, ' ‘Our entire nuclear weapons system suggests that God is P b —
not strong enough to be our su'angth:" THE NATURAL WORLD
* A strong statement of & Sgulh Af_nccm religious leader claln page WAl creation is the Lord’s and we are responsible for the ways in which Wa
3 rebukes the argument that sanctions most hurl those they cu'ﬁ and abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life,
intended to benefit,’ According to Mr. Chikane, such a view itse space are to be valued and conserved because they are God's creation and not
feeds the system of apartheid and preys upon the very persons it ly because they are useful to human beings. Therefore, we repent of o
purports 1o protect. devastation of the physical and nonhuman world. Further, we recognlze thar.%
And perhaps no story in this week's MCA highlights the threat sibility of the church !oward_lifesty!e and systemic changes in society that wilj
mote a more ecologoically just world and a better quality of life for all crg‘:

to humankind posed by our own relentless desire to be secure more " )
than Mel West's thoughts on this page. While our technology has —The Soctal Principles §70
atforded many Americans a leval of creature comfort and conve-
nience unparalleled in human history, we are now beginning to . h L
become increasingly aware of the dangerous consequences of our F ro mao ut in t e fl e Id
jet-propelled. plastic-wrapped, throw-away standard of living. Mel

calls us to re-think some of our usual ways. MeL WEST :
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VIEWPOINT

At lunch with

GROVENOR GRIMES
MCA Contributing Editor

One of the real pleasures of my life is
to have the opportunity to converse with
Or. Benjamin Holme, dean of the Detroit
Annual Conference clergy, former pastor,
district superintendent, program executive,
counselor and friend to a multitude of
United Methodists. Recently, | lunched
with Dr. Ben, this 95-year-old-going-on-60,
anticipating one of our usual far-ranging
discussions. In fact, | was teasing him that
when my wife and | called on him during
the helidays, he was listening to a
franscription of Caesar’'s “Gallic Wars,”
probably the only person in Detroit so
engaged at that time. But | could see that
ne had a more serious pursuit in our con-
versation this day.

“I'M MOST DISTURBED by what | see
i& dllack of action in the United Methodist
Chureh in dealing with the issues!’ He
ticked them off: ‘“We have the problem of
AIDS. We have the drug problem, which
we don't seem to know what to do with, It
(the drug problem) involves the teen-agers
in the use and distribution of drugs. We
have issues of abortion and teen-age
pregnancies. All of these are related to
iamily life, Where do we learn to be aware
of and avoid these problems? In the
secular world, of course, but in the family
and in the church.” and adding paren-
thetically, “and we ought to have it in
. education.
| “Why not?" he asked, "Why.shouftl:!.n‘t the
chiurch make this its top priority?"
. Dr. Ben grew serious. “The United
Mathodist Church has its greatest eppor:
'tunily in decades, but it refuses to face the
35ugeg "
. "But Ben,” | objected, “that isn’t true.
| Look at the number of these same issues
' biolght up at annual canferences and at

#neral Conference.”

“That's just the point. The issues are
biolight up, referred to committees, pass-
d, meeting are held, papers are written,
Yalks are givan and nobody does anything.
Why doesn't somebody abolish meet-
ngs?" (A favorite idea of his.)

Sensing an opening, | pressed Dr. Ben
157 an example. He looked at me sharply,
Ul because he is almost blind, it was
More a plercing look at me mentally than
Phymically,

“The most important issue before the
church today |s the prablem of the family,
fesiaring family values, doing something
oyt cantering moral teaching back into
the family, We need to build up self-esteem

DENVER, CO

PACIFIST GETS NINE MONTHS FOR TRESPASSING

Jannifar Halnes was sentanced Fab. 19 (o & nine-monih prison sim
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Dr. Ben

and self-discipline in the family. Many of
the problems we are speaking about are
the results of not exercising self-
discipline.” He warmed to the challenge.
“Show me where the United Methodist
Church has sald: This Is our greatest
challenge, to restore the American family
to importance, to give it real meaning in
our lifel”

“But this is just one of many important
issues facing us, like racial injustice, apart-
heid, disease, ... poverty. Aren't these
important?” | protested.

“Certainly, but if the family is destroyed
because of our own neglect, it may not
matter how concerned we are over some
of these issues in isolation, or what is
worse, to be preoccupied with great global
concerns, like apartheid, or the green-
house effect.”

BUT | STILL objected. “Ben, you cantt
sit there and tell me the United Methodist
Church is not doing something about
it . .. about family life.”

“Yes, | know they are doing Something
but itis ritualistic, rote, lip-service, Af| they
do is talk about it." ¥

After a pause while he ¢ i
thoughts, he continued. "W(;"elf\:ft:dinm:
secular society, but we are not gjyjn the
children their first and mosy impogrta t
jessons in morality, what the difference ?s
petween right and Wrong. How can
complain that adults have ng regard \%ve
moral concepts, when we haye i
ethical scandals involving aur Iaaderg 3

hen we are neglecti ini
:\;"dren?” glecting the training of the

“How .can we do this,
Michigan?" | asked.

"We need to establish a purpase, a
crusade with a Michigan Area Center
where we can train those who can work
with families, where they, families and
workers alike, can experience the faith that
comes from a religious experience like that
of Wesley, and can understand the reason-

See DR. BEN, page 16

MICHIGAN VOICES

As wa conlinue our lenten
pilgrimage for 1989, the topic for the
month of March is: What scripture of
fers hope — for you, for the church,
or for the world.

Send your thoughts — 50 to 75
words — plus a photo to 318
Springbrook. Adrian, Mi 49221
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Olga Tafolla
Member
Battle Creek FUMC

| believe that the general
church is doing a good job
in trying to bring an
awareness of the continuing
struggle of racism among
Christian people. However,
response from the con-
ference, district, and local
church has not even begun!
The hard reality is that peo-
ple at thelocal level are not
ready to confront this issue!
Bishop Woodie White puts
it very plainly, "It hasn't hap-
pened until it happens in
the local church.” The bad
news Is that inclusiveness
at the local level is nil,
because as Bishop White
slates,” ;sadly, eleven
o'clock Sunday morning is
still the most segregated
hour of the week." And 50,
my friends in Christ, the
challenge is still here for
each of us, because racism
is still, “The church's un-
finished agenda.”

Jeanette Bartz
New Boston, MI

The resurgence aof overt
racist and anti-semitic acts
in society teils us that
racism is still a very real part
of our lives, and probably no
institution will be doing
enough to fight it until
racism disappears. The
great amount of attention
that the United Methodist
Church has given to this
issue has helped our
understanding of its
devastating effects and
qualitites within ourselves
which allow racism to con-
tinue unchecked. But in the
church, as well as in socie-
ty, we are made of in-
dividuals whose learnings
and attitudes must result in
changed behavior. When
we look at lists of commit-
tee members. we see
representative members
from various ethnic or racial
groups; but when we
observe the committeas at
work, participation Is
sometimes lacking. I'm not
sure of the reason for that,
but we cannot pretend that
the'church has done its pan
and simply move on to
some other issye.

Is the UMC doing enough
to combat racism?

Martha Moore
Trinity UMC
Grand Rapids, M/

Whether we are doing
enough as a church to fight
racism Is first an individual,
then a group question. In
my experience, each of us
discriminates because we
fear difference and
vulnerability: We each need
to confess our brokeness to
ourselves, to others, and to
God, and receive healing
and forgiveness. We need
to choose to be anti-
racist. Only thencan we as
a church hope to confront
and change the institutional
discrimination we witness,

Deroit: an arena for
cooperative ministry

Davip T. Strong
NCA Comtributing Edor

The death of a religious communily al-
fects us all. When churches of
synagogues are closed, a part of the Im-
portant fabric of life i1s torn

Back In the early 1980s | was one of &
group of clergy and laity who opposed the
closing and sale of Nardin Park United
Melhodigt Church. Tha church was sold
and the people relocatad out of Datrojt in-
1o the suburbs I 18 now a thriving chuieh

We who apposed the sale and move
wore both right and wrong. Wi wore winng
i thiat & new and thnving ghuroh was
tobarn. Wi ware right In thal a part ol the
olty wan  abandoned an far As I0is
dendmination was concerned
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The “‘comfortable church’ is not where you will

MICHAEL O' CALLAGHAN
Member, Atiegan First Baptist Church

In my occupation as a family practice
dentist, | am able fo talk with many dif-
ferent people each week. | know these
people to varying degrees, and when
possible, bring up matters related to the
Christian faith.

Many of the patients with whom | chat
are regularly attending church members.
Some make it plain that they are not in-
terested in discussing "private, personal”
matters of faith, | comply with their desires
and limit my chairside banter to such
topics as the weather.

Other patients include professing Chris-
lians who are willing to discuss spiritual
matters. Their responses range from a
distressed tolerance of the topic to a live-
ly excitement as they readily engage in
mutually edifying conversation that
revolves around our common bond o the
One Triune God.

AS WOULD BE expected, these patients
come from a varisty of local Christian
churches. One question that | like to ask
on oceasion during such a discussion Is,
"“Why do you go 1o your church, as oppos-
ed to ancther Christian church?"' Some
people’s answer revolves around doctrine,

while others report that they were raised
in their church or cite its proximity to their
home.

But the answer that intrigues me is the
most frequent response | hear: “because
we are comfortable there.” As | was
pondering this answer | decided to look up
the meaning of the word “comfortable” in
my dictionary.

A definition for comfortable was “afford-
ing pleasurable ease!" | looked up "ease.”
It was defined in the same source as
“freedom from difficulty, great effort, or
hard work.”

Certainly people may mean different
things when they say that they go to XYZ
Christian Church because it is “comfor-
fable”” Additionally, believers in Christ
should derive comfort, support, and en-
couragement from involvement in their
local church body.

Yet, it does strike me as significant,
revealing, and sadly true that many peo-
ple attend their local church because it is
"comfortable” — meaning: “affording
pleasurable freedom from difficulty, great
effort, or hard work.”

THE PROBLEM WITH this view is that
it is not God's view. Jesus Christ never told
his followers and his disciples that becom-
ing a Christian would yield such a worldly

MEZUZAH HUNG IN CELEBRATION
MOSCOW — Commemorating the opening of Moscow's first government.recognized
Jewish community center Feb. 13, World Jewish Congress vice-president Isi Laibler
affixes @ mezuzah to the doors. A mezuzah |s a small parchment scroll inscribed with
Deut. 6:4-0 and 11:13-21 and the name Shaddal that is placed in a case and fixed to
the doorpost as a sign and reminder of their falth.—ns pholiWide Worg

Another Opinion IV

Church or mission station?

Wavne G, Reece
MAA Corregpaaaa
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Al & recent seminar, Dr. Ken Caliahan
gaid in BESONCO -E-m,.f local church ought
to sao itsel! as a mission mation " If we ac
copt thal pramise, \han maybe
inke MO sancusly oy
communities we ,l_.u
are called 1o serve

We assume o “forpign missionary
OUgit In leam the iangunge of the peoplo
o whom she or ne |8 senl Do we know
the “langusge’ of the people in our own
gommunity or do weo force them 1o st
learn our ;ﬁ ulary, our dictionary Hilled

we should
approaches to the
n and to whom we

wilh “1eligioun’” worda? In what ways 60
e, Paul, begome a 'Groek o 1he
Groak' @0 or do wa pasdime (hal (hey
muet immediaialy ‘come as we aro?

WE ALWAYS EXPECT tho m
o go G the Nighweys and
aaak. oul thosn wike

byweays to
nénd 1he goNpe yet
we wall for tham It

1 Wi

It i chumh

poms 0 us 6 hWnd poal Dut
siange Ihings might be happening in o
beautiiyl struciure
A Mmidswnary iiially ready o mos

whiElra Nisdn Ao oncountsted along the

sort of “comfort.” Instead, our lord told the
crowds that followed Him that “From the
days of John the Baptist until now, the
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully ad-
vancing, and forceful men lay hold of it.”
(Matt. 11:12, NIV)

| suggest that the widespread view of
the “comfortable church” clashes with
Christ’s view:

“If anyone would come after me, he must
deny himself and take up his cross daily
and follow me. For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for me will save it (Luke 9:23,24 NIV)

The motivation of an individual who
seeks out a “‘comiortable church” is likely
to be one of self-gratification, self-
fuffillment, and self-satisfaction. The power
source driving that motive is likely to be
their own finite natural resources of in-
itiative and willpower.

CONTRASTED WITH this is the Chris-
tian who seeks a church not just to get, but
to also give back. This believer seeks a
church that will not only be encouraging,
but to be an encouragement to others. He
or she seeks a local assembly where they
can serve God using the many resolirces,
gifts, and talents that God gives to each
of us. This persan does not go to church
merely to be “fed” but is looking for ways

find Christ {

to “‘exercise’” or apply that kno%

This believer seeks a local fello#s
that will challenge and stretch them, a&%
posed to one where there isa bliﬂdﬂ
and an idle ease. This behwqf;
motivated by an ovarwhelming‘ d 5
bring glory to their great, majestic. ysto¥
sonal and loving God. This believeriss
desiring to see souls saved ‘lhl'mﬂ_“ |
trusting, vital faith in Jesus Christ as&s
and Saviour. Lastly, this believer has &s&
or her power source not only nai
abilities, but the supernatural resouEess
God — the infinite power of the INGWSSS
Holy Spirit!

Let us all re-evaluate who we af:
Christ, why we go to church, and what &
faith really means. Are we seeking Guf &
comfort before the accomplishmests
God'’s will in our own lives? Are we e
ly involved in the external, futile trappes
of a religious system or do we acies
know God and receive His power foes
ing the abundant life? Let us be jolted =
of our complacency! A

Let us not seek first what is .cou‘
table;” instead let us seek first ¥
kingdom and His righteousness — (&%
glory of God. Then and only then wis §
begin to even grasp what real comfon, #
peace, and meaning of life can be.

{

-
Journeys
—William K. Quick
Director of Evangelism, Detroit Conf.
—

A loser?

@ arrived on the campus aof
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trademark of identity '0:1 lthe man ang
knew immaediately it hac 1o be Giles y
Newlon. He w!asda:; T;;Ir‘r’; :nd

etho 2
rei?jﬁﬁ?nMWashmglOg- IZ;.C. for two
decades, he shuttled hacl. and forth
down Highway — at ald I";?e the main
route between maine and Florida — o
s home along the border of the \wo

'(1';[:;)”“5 wa all knew he vas a roal
p‘sh’_—lle (amfer!”"”"‘” of’ s.(.)me sort and
l;n came home (o work :.qu, the Boy
5@,.,1 troop in My hometown of Gibsan

NC

LIKE ALL STUDENTS ai Piaiffer 5
..\Hur):» supported by the Women's Dijyj
:‘;Tml‘ | was on @ work scholarship. He

eding the rose
‘s home

found méa garden at

the prasider
| wan totally unprépared lor what was
coming'
Billy,” he
ma?" oxtending s hanc
indoed | did 101 8O
patler o had préagnted
srapbook of The wilings

o do you remember

me with g
ol the late

Pator Mamhall, ehapiam of the U.S
anate
i'm here 10 ask you (e come my
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it Happrosantativoa!
Who, me?" | asked with disbolief
Mr. Nowilon 1 not ye
aven vola. | nave X
polition and am wor
IRrough colige I
posnitle

lidantly I«
hava watchad you GUrng "goh acho
s debater, You mu Ny

ot ) it pOsNGE 1O hied 0

per to discuss the project

This man was a statesman jn m
eyes, not a politician, | liked his
definition of statesman as d“é—""“u"'
was concerned for the next genergie
instead of the next election There y
a mystigue about the man who hag |
uncanny way of relating to al| SOTs &
people: farmers and farm laborers
millhands and fishermen, unionists -
manufacturers. He could talk to Whine
and blacks and Native Americang

As a pre-ministerial student ang as
English major. it was fascinating 1o
hear him talk, sprinkling his folksy
speeches with quotes from Ovid a
Socrates, Shakespeare and Milton,
Emerson and Thoreau, Mark Twales @
Will Rogers as well as the Bible It e
as if all of them were old friends ot &
who had talked with him and walkpg
with him along the journey of his g

came lo realize that was exactly W
he had experienced

FOR SIX WEEKS we traveled

logether in that 1948 Plymouth. |
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Albion District hosts UMCOR’s
S0th anniversary kick-off

HE‘iTHER Brown
Unger Coordinator, WMG

Dr. Norma Kehrberg, Associate General
i ;etal? qf the United Methodist Commit-
unf: elief, spoke at th(_a AI_Dion District
ol o {Eg%%&n':ebt 5, to hlgghglhl the kick-
nniversar: i
UMC_OH g y Celebration of
an Infroducing the celebration, Esther
g wn, chaugerson of the Conference
s'tagger Committee, told how UMCOR was
Bished' At the 1940 General Conference,
madﬂﬁ Herbgrt Welch came to his feet and
sﬂ: amotion calling for a ‘'voice of con-
Men:":e among a people called
p odists"" In approximately three
Inutes, the Methodist Committee on
M"BYSE_as Relief (now called United
wz‘hﬂdl$1 Committee on Relief) was born!
. En Bishop Welch died in 1967, at the
98 of 106, UMCOR had work in 12
Countries,
mNDV\{ UMCOR has work in about 80
Whl-*rtlrues. helping to bring relief to those
0 have disasters, working through self-
h::’ﬁlopmem programs to help people
o P themselves, and continuing the work
h eseftlement and self-help work with
93¢ called refugees.
N CELEBRATION OF the 50th Anniver-
&y of UMCOR, Esther Brown announc-
HU‘WO goals coming from the Conference
o t:QBr Committee. One Is to recommend
et € Annual Conference in 1989 that we
mlhe goal for World Hunger at $1 million
i ars, or $12.00 per member for 1990, In
& 8 we raised just under $900,000 or
044 per member. The second goal is to
3ve avery church taking the One Great
L 0Ur of Sharing offering. Every United
| “hadist should be given the opportuni-
¥ 1o respond in this outreach of love o
0ple worldwide.
_ Abirthday cake was brought forward in
“Slebration of 50 years of “Love in Action "
'd;kﬂﬂaﬂ together in singing “Happy Birth-
Y Io UMCOR.”
" hrbe;g's presentation was on the
| '?rc, “Loveiin Action,” which is the theme
T the whole anniversary celebration
e OUghout her talk, Kehrberg showed
i UMCOR puts our love into action
& Cughout the world. Some recent ex-
0, P188 ware the relief, channeled through
bereh World Service, to Bangladesh
a 2UB8 of the floods, to the Armenian
i :‘ fuake victims, and to those affectad
a1 18 Latin American countries because

immunizations, growth monitoring and the
oral rehydration programs are saving
literally thousands of children’s lives.
For instance, the Oral Rehydration-
Program is one of the most important
medical technical advances of the century.
Diarrhea, which causes dehydration, is
one of the common causes of childhood
deaths. This can be prevented by teaching
oral rehydration. It just takes two glasses
of boiled water, a pinch of salt, a pinch of
soda and a fistful of sugar. The soda can
be left out, if not available, and it will work!

ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT of the after-
noon was the presentation of the first
celebration T-shirt to Norma Kehrberg by
Esther Brown, given by the conference
Hunger Committee. Also, a T-shirt was
presented to Eldon Eldred, district
superintendent of the Albion District, by
Rev. Eugene Baughan and Carrie Morton,
hunger co-coordinators of the Albion
District. T-shirts can be purchased from
any district hunger coordinator or Esther
Brown. e

This is just the beginning of materials
that will be available to all of us to help with
the celebrations in our churches, districts
and at Annual Conference. A catalogue of
materials will be ready later this spring,
and we will have materials at the 1989 An-
nual Conference. It will be a time of
celebrating the work of UMCOR, but also
a time to rededicate ourselves to the con-
tinued work of blending our faith and
works, and putting them into action
through our United Methodist Committee
on Relief.

UMCOR

2]

CELEBRATING
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A new UMCOR videotape, ‘‘Let Children Live," tells the story of programs that are saving

thousands of young lives. The oral rehydration program uses these simple ingredients

to restore children to heaith.

United Methodist and Catholic
hospitals move toward consolidation

Kay LUKINS
MCA Editor

KALAMAZOO (MCA) — Bronson
Methodist Hospital, here, is in its 63th year
of joint service and ministry with the West
Michigan Conference. The hospital is a
subsidiary of the Bronson Healthcare
Group, Inc:, a non-profit holding company.
For lhe past 12 months talks have been
underway toward possible consolidation of
Bronson and the/Roman Catholic hospital
in Kalamazoo.

In December of 1987 Bronson
Healthcare Group and Borgess Health
Alllance (affiliated with the Sisters of St
Joseph) formed the “First Health Deveiop-
ment Corporation”” in order to begin efforts
to guide the futures of both health care
providers.

In May of last year a consulting firm
Booz, Allen and Hamilton, began work
with the new corporation

BY-—MIDv888 “issues lacimg baoth
arganizations had been studied. The “cur-
rent and polential futtre environment of
health care" in southwest Michigan in-
dicated that a major consolidation of the
two organizations was a direction for fur-
ther exploration

A memorandum of understanding was
signed and discussions were initiated
around the matter of combining the
resources of Borgess and Bronsen in
order to “create the leading health
resource center for southwest Michigan.”

Russell P. Kneen, then chairman and
chief executive officer of Bronson
Healthcare Group, said, “The resull
should be improved centers of excellence
for the people of southwest Michigan and
significant cost savings for residents and
our major employers.” Kneen is a member
of First United Methedist Church of
Kalamazoo

The memorandum of understanding
stated the importance (O

“pursue the angoing religious missions
of the hospilals to their greatest extent;
and

*maintain or enhance the hospitals
long-term financial ability to adhere to their

basgjc values and mission, —

TASK FORCES WERE formed and
began work in September of 1988 around
four key areas: regional healthcare

delivery, clinical cenlers of excellence, cost
management, and non-hospital business
See HOSPITAL, page 12

Uiticane Gilbert
o thers noted were the health care pro- 50 YEARS IN MISSION
ams, especially relating 1o children. "Let EPISCOPALIAN TO HEAD METHODIST SCHOOL
r;”'idr;_-n Liva' the new UMCOR videotape MADISON, N.J, — For the first time in its 128-year history, United Methodist-
“ently refeased. is available to show how related Drew Univarsity will not have » Methodial at its helm. Gov. Thomas
H. Kean of New Jersey, an Episcopalian, will iaka over the helm as the tenth
prosident
Kean was unanimously elected the university's president Fab. 10 by the
school's board of trustees and will move into the position lollowing the in
auguration nexi January of his gubernstorial auccesso
Drow I8 & 2,200-8tudant univeraity located it Madison, NJ. The achool was
founded in 1866 as a Methodist seminary. Linda J Lagle, df or of newn
sorvioos at Drow, said on Feb. 13 that the search committoe's primary focus
was niot on linding a United Methodist to head the university but on finding
a oandidate with ‘church-rolaiedness,  regardiess ol danomination i
HYMNAL SALES PASS TWO MILLION MARK
NASHVILLE Pre-publication sales ol tho new Linited Mearthodiat Mymna
oxconded Iwe million coplas by Fob. 1, the culoll date for the et of two orice
break
Gary Vinoant, vice ;‘.'t“.wlc'ul ol Gokasbiury oparalio nag 1 W DI
publication sales 10 axcead the 1960 adilior pre-publication sale v
million ycdars have ¢ama from more than OO0 af the i ¢ M
lgonl churchas. Tha typical order In lor 200 cople ) 1
dichte thal small-mambarship churehe Ty T by e
Prinling of hymnbook chodulad 1o mlarnt | syl a1
ningG ds aarly mn June he publishing Bouse has o
Bipments will e according o sequence of oroe o LR At
UMPH prosicant. ' Thase ordadng Nt wi Qi
] EWE ELEC g - RS
SEMINARY BOARD LAUNCHES CAPITAL CAMPAIGN h?(:-[,). ::“?",“”\ ‘:‘le .[.'Hnltﬂ,hm.’”,“
9] LAWARE, OM ‘Investing [n Loadership” 18 the thame of the 56 2 million Caplial AAD, My e n T . OK W ,‘ - ‘:.\,K .
Ying Campalgn recantly announced by the Board of Trustees of the Methodle P w,“ oM v anga —,-' ) a : :
"heoiagical Bohoal, The Campaign will ensure the providing of quality leademhip for o meeting in Wimote, KY. S
<Mteh and soctety in the decade ahamd, THis amoaunt will provide $4.8 miltion I e - : ‘ W i g
Dwmant for studen! asslstance, faculty support, libmey acquisitions aid genersl juo : r i e Xy
"!m support. At this campaign’s end, the schoal will have nearly doutied s eurrent . '\‘l“.‘- ‘ N : , .

o emyman! funds. In sddition, the campalgh Will ralse §1 millon for eampus mnove y By g - - N

I:"«! particutarty in studen! bousing LnTis, Annobuncing the goals (1) Joe Sieling, " il s L) ", Bt Wibad I
Wipersan ol 1 Capltal Campalgn, school proaldent Norman Dewirs; Bishap Dwight M gve vl Agid WUWH wy | )

aMeyr, consultan! and membar of the campalgn stesing commities: the Ney. Ausiin
hap, vice presidant for Inslitullonal advancemant. and the Ray. Jahn WHlBon, tam noad
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Study of ministry continues for a second quadrennium

McANALLY
News Service

TULSA, OK — What is broken and what
should be fixed are still major concerns
of. d continuing committee studying
ministry in the United Methodist Church.

i:_vurmg the 1985-88 quadrennium, some
eritics said to the group: “If it ain't broke,
don't fix it."

Therefore, the 35-member committee
meeting Feb. 10-12 developed plans to
assure early and continual dialogue with
groups thal have urgent concerns about
ministry. These include the Gouncil of
Bishops, conference boards of diaconal
and ordained ministry, and lay groups.

UNDER LEADERSHIP of Ruth
Daugherty, West Chester, PA, the commil-
tee agreed to focus first on a mandate to
evaluate effectiveness of structures for
ministry within the denomination, with
Special attention to present and future mis-
ston, out of which ministry flows. Daugher-
ty is beginning a second quadrennium as
committee chairperson,

With 15 new members, the group spent
i1s first regular meeting identifying issues
and resources and developing a timeline
for its work. Issues were grouped in eight
categories. evaluation and effectiveness.
mission of the church, ministry of all Chris-
tians; ordering minisiry, ordering life of the
church, definitions, polity, and justice and
support

Primarily because of lime and budget
resiraints, members decided against a pro-
cess used in the 1985-88 quadrennium in-
volving annual conference GREAT

THomas S.
United Methodist

(generative, reflective, educational and
theological) groups that responded
regularly to working papers from the
committee.

Delegates to the 1988 General Con-
ference received a progress report from
the committee and a response from the
Council of Bishops. A wide range of issues
and questions raised by the bishops is on
the committee docket, including con-
ference membership, how diakonia (ser-
vice) ministry is expressed, clericalism in
the church, how ‘offices” and “qrders
relate to the “call” to discipleship and

service, and needs and inequities of the
itinerant system.

The committee was also asked to give
special attention to continuance or discon-
tinuance of “‘guaranteed appointment” of
clergy. The 1988 report contained no pro-
posals for changes in church law or poli-
ty, but affirmed the concept of a perma-
nent diaconate and assured delegates that
the concept is open to further exploration
in the 1989-92 quadrennium.

DAUGHERTY PRAISED the know-
ledge, experience and skills within

UMs stress quality of life for

ALIicE M. SmiTH
United Mathodist News Service

ATLANTA — Improving the quality of life
for ider adults, and the likely role of the
local church as the agent to do 0, emerg-
ed during an organizing meeting here Feb.
4-5 as two major goals to be pursued dur-
ing thenext four years of a denomination-
wide United Methodist committee.

Members of the Advisory/Coordinating
Committee on Older Aduit Ministries
agreed the emphasis on meaning In life
is a departure from the emphasis on
“malntenance of life" that has heretofore
been the church’s primary stance toward
older adults.

The church should lead in countering
society's present assumption that ag"‘g
is bad (and) the only thing you have to loo
forward to is a nursing home,” said Trudie
Preciphs of the General Council on
Ministries. She said the aging process

Committee on homosexuality
outlines purpose/task

DALLAS (UMNS) — A thrae-year study
of one of the mos! difficull and divisive
issuss tacing the United Mettodist Church
began here Feb 68

The 26 members of the denomination’s
Committee to Study Homosexuality, in-
cluding theologlans, Bible scholars
paychologists, sooiologists and ethicisls
sgroed sarly (o mspect differences and
unite in purpose, Il not oplnion, Thair unt
Iy 800n was lested as members wrestled
with whether they should add an openly
gay. man to the group

SOME ARGUED THAT (he commiltee
has enough membars, some ol whom can
reprasent that constituency; i Includes A
losbian member. Others said the commil
0e's stutlying an sue without including
# parscn Irom a group most aftected would

be unihinkable, 1! not unethical
The 1880 Genasral Conlersnce the
ot 16
ohircivs lop legisiative body rgalfirmed it

' homosmxuals
ingompatible
ihe

pOSition againgt ordaini
and thal homosexualily I8
wih Chiiglian teaching H
body askad tor 5 o sy of r"‘,f‘h:"lli-l.)l y
and amsigned he Lok

Heowavid

iy iho Genetal

coove

Councll on Minmtrios, chigl o ¥
aftic |
il of (the danominstion wilt .
I ¢
Dyton, ©H Ay
r'| soulivea aommitigs of the C0OM
ks . by i I
wilt ma Fal 21 . Lanc it L
] N | gaid the Que
q 'I . ¢ ) th
e 1 11 byt o i
graup s dochke!
T
THE T
. s

AFTER

members developed sifategles and pro

ceduras for thelr work. In a purpose state-
ment, members said their aim is 1o m;s_ts'l
the church to discern "'God's purpose for
the church’s relationship with homosexual
persons.”’
A STUDY DOCUMENT!0 be developed
will

“iarticulate the major theological
athical and scienlific perspectives on
homosexuality with integrity and respect

wugnalyze the arguments used in sup-
port of each parspective with particular at-
tention to how each makes use of Scrip-
fure, \radinon experience and reason

< igantity where (here |8 consensus and
digagreament among thase perspaciives

+iirpflect upon the meaning of our study
tor the Soolal Principles

The commiltes calegorized a long list ol
questions and concerns thay hope 10 ad
dreas, organized into small subgroups and
nAmea o Bix: 1
Sreonng commitlos me

Ihe

Rov. Nancy 8 Yamuasaki Spe g, W
chairparso David Lundquist, Jeanni
garnott, Sacramento. CA: the Rev. David

yilla. KY, tho Rov
ahinglon
Magdison, N

A Seamands, N
I Philip Wogamar
Aev Arthur

and thi
K‘"p--'r;f
Nogaman

EARLY IN THE masting

role gl ‘\Waoulery

should be “an exciting time in one’s life."
Preciphs is the staff person assigned to
the committee by the United Methodist
program coordinating council.

PRECIPHS SAID issues about main-
tenance, which deal with housing and
health care, cannot be taken lightly. Ex-
tended life spans move concern beyond
iliness to “making their lives the best
possible and changing the psychological
concept related to aging in a more positive
way,' she added.

The committee on older adult ministries
was authorized by the 9.1 million-member
denomination’s 1988 General Conference
to oversee older adult concerns.

A number of United Methodist-related
retirement homes and nursing facilities for
the aging are available. However, only
about 20 percent of the church's older
adult constituency will live in the facilities
or take advantage of their community-
based programs, Thomas Robb of the Na-
tional Interfaith Coalition on Aging told the
committee. The church must serve the
other 80 percent in other ways, Robb
added

An emphasis on guality of life, the com-
mittee said, includes offering opportunities
for lifelong learning experiences, in addi-
tion o purely recreational and Istlsurej_wpe
ministries currently Dﬁe(’;‘fgﬁ?g;;i’;yigm‘;;

Uy U
ches, and Bﬂﬁg\iﬁg,sﬁy Robb said older
their talents 1o °% st of the nation's
adults make

volunteers

The commlllee will recommend a struc-

the membership of the new commi
said the members are strongly comms
to dialogue. She also stressed the relas
ship of mission and ministry. |
“'Effectiveness cannot be
apart from the mission of the church =
said. “We will look at the future as wel
the past (and) must ask what structurss
ministry will be needed for the chuse:
fulfill its mission in the year 200
beyond.” ]
Five bishops serve on the study ey
tee. Bishop Bruce Blake, Dallas, |5
chairperson. [

the aging

ture for a local church older adult Drog
that is uniform throughout the denory
tion, and is designed for and run by o
adults.

Committee members agreed to
a bibliography of personal, printeg
audiovisual resources available g :
churches through general and
church agencies. A manual for ming
with older adults—including l:'iit:lic‘St
theological statements—was g
planned. 1

THE NEED FOR a churchwidg
dinated program for older adults o
the local church and ip annil X b
ferences, said Bert Pruess-Jones al
TX, who was elected chairpersay
committee. N of

Committee memb
responsibilities for ".?;Snzg{ei@d thay
not in creating Programs b&ur Yaas
vocacy and coordinahng oS Om S
set by the committeg A b - "_’Qr -
in services now offereq 1o, entify,ng

the church, ensuring s older g u:
has:a global dimen aLUH’)mm 3

S0
all ethnic groups, ann
lergenerational Projects IO'-';_]
younger persons apg, eip

In addition o Pryge. 9rOWing et
ficers elected by e
Eleanor Richardson De 2

oY, Dgne)
chairperson and head qf ;. 4l S
tions and publrcahm{gof the py N
Hager. Nicholasville, “om
James Hardcastle, Doy, S
and top financial Off,ce;r‘ E.. trg
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A.M.E. (African Methodist Episcopal) Church, 218 E. Franklin St.,

The Community h in Jackson, Established in 1865, it Is pastored

5 the home of the first Black churc
aday by the Rev. A.L. Weathers:

hich way to the promised land?

above corporate greed will liberate ys. pr
Martin Luther King Jr. was right when he
said, "Historically, capitalism faijed to
discern the truth in collective enterprise
and Marxism failed 1o see the tryin inin-
dividual enterprise. Nine:eeth.cemu,

capitalism failed to appreciate that life iz
social, and Marxism failed, and g} fa|

to see that life is individual and social E“I'Ih&
Kingdom of God is neither the thesis of i o
dividual enterprise nor the anlithe? m;
collective enterprise, but a Synthesis 5; o
reconciles the truth of both » i

The Kingdom of God ch

dividual and corporate avaraiggh 1?22 o'ur i
powerbrokers, policies and Struet i
bring about social and g el

AMUEL WHITE Il
A Coniributing Editor

Twenty years ago ©
Ing’s assassination
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of In our lives, Justice is possible by the
grace of God and the nbadianga of
humanity. Therefore we will get to the pro-
mised land when we "“do [ustice, love mear-
oy, and walk humbly with our God." We will
get there when we “feed the hungry.,
clothe the naked, give water to the thirsty,

ovemen

e during the Civil Rights ™ {ive action
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Bfams, the vast rna;onrt!y gfme
whiles haven't reache 2
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_ lmaldyn there o dizens struggling o when we pray “Thy. Kingdom coma and
R m,pﬁegﬁamiluon 23 million aré thy will be done on earth as It Is in
asian, 11 million are Blac“-,;',',ff’ﬁfg‘ﬁ iarw
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The A.M.E. Church, a
spirit-filled heritage

SALLY SHAW
MCA Correspondent

(MCA) — A few evenings ago, | went to
a Bible study class at the Community
African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.)
Church here in Jackson. | went because
February is Black History Month. | wanted
to find out more about the history of the
black church and specifically the African
Methodist Episcopal Church in America.

| was welcomed and given the informa-
tion | was looking for. | also found the
blessing of the Holy Spirit filling hearts
with praise and gladness, Christian hands
reaching for mine, and an experience of
unity in Christ.

We began a bit after seven. The class
leader, the Rev, Lillian Archibald, didn’t say
we were beginning. but at a lull in the
visiting, at an appropriale pause, she
began to sing quietly almost as if to
herself, "‘Bless me now, my gentle Savior,
hear my humble cry while on others
Thou art calling, do not pass me by."

Everyone began to pay attention and
one by one, we joined in. Our blended
voices seemed a beckoning o commu-
nion. We bowed our heads, and closed our
eyes. We became calm, relaxed and
centered. There was no hurrying. Ar
chibald led on and we followed, “Savior,
Savior, hear my humble cry .."

Then as the singing slowed and we
hummed, Mrs. Calhoun, the waman wha
first greeted me when | arrived at the
church, started praying out loud. Though
her voice was soft and gentle, we heard
above our crooning. She thanked God and
asked His blessing on our study and on
the sick and grieving. She prayed about
a lot of things that | missed because | was
so engrossed and lost in wonder,

THE COMMUNITY A.M.E. Church is
the mother black church in Jackson. It was
established Oct. 20, 1865, with 15
members. In 1881, when the congragation,
grew to 31, the present church home was
purchased. Today. under the loving and
capable |eadership of the Rev. AL

Weathers, the church has approximately
250 members and a strong. active
ministry.

The Jackson congregation and the
larger A.M,E. church has its taproats in the
slava church of early Amarica. Richard
Allen, lts founder and first bishop. Was
bom a slave to Benjamin Chew on Feb. 14,
1780 at Philadelphia. Allen was ‘'berned
into" the bellavers of his first church — the
invisible slave church, and years lale! join-
ed himsali to the Methodist Soclety of
John Wasley

After his conversion, Allen began 10
preach and lead services for other slaves
He Is credited with converting his master
and later purchasing frendom for himsell
and his brother.

Allen was in altendance at the
Christmas Confarence of the Mathodist
Episcopal Church al Baltimore in 1784, Ao
cording to Andfew White's Know Your

in Jabkeon The

Church Manual, Allen felt that Methodl_sm
with its emphasis upon a plain and sim-
ple gospel and its orderly system of rules
was what those of African descent need-
ed to make progress and to worship God
freely. The anti-slavery position of
Methodism brought hope to Black pecple.

IN APRIL 1787, a group of members of
St George's M.E. church formed the Free
African Society. However, by November
1787 the momentum for the liberation of
slaves slowed and discrimination worsen-
ed within St. George's. Allen pleaded with
those still in slavery to not lose hope, but
to trust in God and to believe that He will
make a way for them.

Allen is recorded as saying, “We who
know how bitter the cup is of which the
slave hath to drink, oh, how we aught to
feel for those who yet remain in bondage.
Continuing discrimination and injustice
made it necessary for Allen, Absalom
Jones and others to walk out of a Sunday
worship service at St, George's in protest.
The decisive act is the point where many
African Methodists mark their beginnings.

In 1793, Allen and other “outcasts,” as
they called themselves, senl in their
resignations lo the Methodist Society.
Allen purchased an old blacksmith shop
o be used for the Africans’ Methodist
Meeting House and moved [t to the cor-
ner of Sixth and Lombard in Philadelphia.
When the house was ready for use, it was
named Bethel from Genesis 28, and
Bishop Francis Asbury accepted the invita-
tion to dedicate it for worship.

In 1799 Bishop Asbury ordained Allen as
a deacon and In 1816 the Alfrican
Methodist Episcopal Church was official-
ly organized. In that same year the first

A.M.E. General Conference was held,

Richard Allen could not have done his
work without the help of others. The
A.M.E. Church gives his wife, Sarah Allen,
a noble place in their history, She and
Richard were married n Old S1. Gedrge's
and parented six children. In addition to
being a remarkable wite and devoted
mother, she 15 credited with being the
chureh's first waman missionary.

Her beginning project was to look after
the physical condition ol the preachers
whom her husband sent out to the fiald.
Sarah organized the women of the church
to mand their clothas and provide hot,
noutishing meais when they came to
make reports. Sarah Allen s revered as
the Mothor of Alrican Methodism.

THE AM.E. CHURCH ranks high
among the institutions that have furnish-
ad faithful and vigorous leadership
through the years, Among thair
achiavaments are

» First Binck organization (o awn a plece
of real astale in America

» Publisher of the world's oldest Biack
religious  waekly, “The Christinn
Recorder. started in 1841

e Firt Black Institution to promown,
financa, and administer a program of I\lul;
aducation; Wilberforce University was pur.
chaped n 1883

« First Biack nsthution to sond mis-
slonaries 1o Afrioa

« Bishop SL. Greone's signature ap
pears first on the document bringing the
National Counail of Churches o Deing
in 1950
* Fredenck Dougless, the greal abol

tionist, attended Metropolilan A M E
Church in Washington, DG | o aakd ha
ave Ihe golden candiesticies That mtand on
the pulpd thore wany The pew wWheto
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goiden plale and Me R wad hokd a)
Matropoiitan
| trmmemibue cyr g 1w e sliky. Miy
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Hi 16U yOu, Wi (poing o dhow WO
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Clark Home Provides Guidelines on Residentical Livingj

A Mother/Daughter Perspective

Mrs. Florence Ewer chuckles
when friends ask what it's like at
Clark Home:.

"I don't have to get meals and
wash dishes, I don’t have the worry
ol the trailer and whether the pipes
will freeze. It was always a constant
worry in the winter,” she tells them.
“'Bown here [ gotindependent of all
that — and paying utility bills.""

She likes the "'freedom you have
at Clark Home — to come and go as
you please — as long as you let
somecne know."’

An active woman who will be 90
in March, she had a garden and fre-
quently went ot for a walk last
summer before she moved to Clark
Home. And she still gets around.
She spent a week with her daughter
Jeanne Temple over the holidays
and another with her son in Florida
recently.

ok et

Olfto Hnﬂdvu Resident Mrs. Florence
Ewer loaves with her daughter. Mrs.
|wenne Temple. as they embark on o

o Fl
Hewor members of Clark’ Home's
Retirement Residence.

Family Role Reversal

You shotild not feel gqu}y 1f you
have {0 place your parent il a nus-
sing home becounsa it I8 @ loving,
mupongible oct Bu! somelimes
Bafore Il can happen, children have
i asstime the wle of the parent

Don't wail because they don’t
wasit to go into o home ar because
you' leel gullty, says Robin Rip
mostey, M) Clark Homw® social
Wotker. 'You have an ebligation 10
sbe thal your parenta’ noeds 1:“,'
mol, ol necessarily to provide i
them youmsell

Bome llllwl:m )
tats, What then’
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o diftiewht aduly child and then

Hiie §6 reverse molas b
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. Mra. Ewer in one of the _

The family farm is in Elsie where

Mrs. Ewer lived in a trailer next to
what is now Jeanne's home. The two
residences were connected by an
intercom.
But when her late son-in-law
became seriously ill, Mrs. Ewer did
not want to be an added burden.
That's when she decided to move o
Clark Home,

"I talked to my children and
grandchildren about getting d place
for me at Clark Home. 1 wanted to
make the decision whilejl knew
what I was talking about.”

*‘My mother did her own deciding
and we supported her decision,
adds Jeanne. '"She was in control
and still is."’ o

Nevertheless, the tramsition to
residential living can be scary, Mrs.
Ewer says. The best thing to do is
get involved and bring with you
favorite pieces of furniture and per-
sonal belongings from your old
home.

It is not easy to leave all your
friends in @ place you've calle
home for B0 years and it takes time
to adjust to a different way of life,
Mrs. Ewer says. She immedxa?ei‘[
joined the sewing club and Bible
study and took part in ared
meetings and parties to get {0 know

ople and the routine.
pe"_&urk'ﬂome is a great place: My
mother has been very pleased. and
[ too, with the meals. I certainly
hope the conterence will always be
very supportive of Clark Home su_lciec
people are living longer. [ thin
they vegol to take good care of the
tacility, added Jeanna, s

Jeanne likes the peace of mind,
assured “‘someone knows where

mother is. Iive- evem ‘thought - 4o~

mysell, Clark Home 15 not u Bt
place for me to go later.

agsertive. You may need o set
boundaries because parenis need
axtra encoumgemeﬂl and strong
poundaries of whai you can
r:‘:::::;ng cate in a resideniial
home is oiten beller than having
your parent atay al home with o
viglting nurse of tamily trying o pro-
vide round-the-clock supervision, At
home he or she may niot get enough
aocial gtimulation and thal can
reduce his or her ability o function
mentally and physicaily at the
highest level possible
A retirem#én! of nureing home can

menl more needs than one lamily
As a mesull It i not unumual {or
Glark Home resldenis who were ap-
prabensive aboul moving in, 1o later
aay they wish they had moved in
iwo yeurs sarlier or that it was the
bant of opticna because by oo gat
all stages - lrom retirement to nur
[ oare

““.L.ul Clark Home, we wotk wilh
family membem when a | cren!
aman in and have nupporn g r\ln‘.‘
ap well on edi atianal tpes o heip
the fomily work (hrough thel

v

Im|'|“::-‘|- shald have o diffioult time
sepfivmiuniealing, use sOmaans ol
sile the ';lruIJy for intelvention
thie aochal workom al {lutk Home
doeiot, the Garoniology Natwork
ey will heip You ond your paron!

gty A1 e Oy Oplions

~ Memorial Home

Color and cheer have been added to Mr. Ralph Long’s room in the Retiren
Residence at Clark Home as he enjoys his amaryllis plant. He received lh.l-fli
as a gift from his family at Christmas and within a few weeks it has stretcheg
and produced several glorious blooms. )

PLANNING for Residential Livin

Get your name, or that of you,
parent, on the waiting list, Rohj
Ripmaster recommends. It does ng,
commit you; it only provides an op.
portunity to have occupanq"

&

Too often families wait until
there's a crisis to think about plac-
ing a loved one in a retirement
home or nursing care. But there are
important reasons why you should
not delay planning.

Most retirement homes have
waiting lists. If you wait until a
parent is hospitalized, it may be
hard to find available space. And if
a crisis precipitates placement, it 1S
more difficult for the new resident to
adjust.

People in residential living lead
aclive, productive lives without 'hs
worries of maintdimng & house an
yard, fixing meals 011 sheppug fo;

‘o5, As @ result, many Clar
Grocerias. < say they wish they
Home resident home two yeaq
had entered e NS

sogner. " haxd at keeping people
: We :ﬁh outside social activities
lagm;lmionshlps‘ C i Ml
and T iamily outings and visits,
tions, 1o nvolVed with activities ot
Folks are? gardening and sew-

= e like ;
the hcm:] we encourage families o
1 C

available when you need it.

ng. Ar ; il Mrs, Ruth Lechner displays a s
;3 J; habies and pels as guests. mouse at & recent show of dolls
i h ratio of staff to provide stuffed animale. Clark Ho

With a hig

ey and care for those who
gervice residents with handicaps or
need 'heé'phymml therapy have a
K;E::’luvel of energy to enjoy life,

Volunteers sponsored the show in
Chatterbox, inviting residents §
display their favorite doll or animel

Do Your Parents Need More Care!
gigns to Watch For. }

And are you or the carecgiver ‘.I‘.l-‘:
ling tired and impatient bocauie
your circuits are overloaded &8
bacause it takes more care (HElE
what your body allos !

According to M.J. Clark Hoes
social worker Robin Ripmantes BB
any of thease things are taking plaos,
it may be ime to get help, I8 retl !

!

when ghould your parent be in g
auming home?
An d gulrh,- watch for signe of
mamary impairment
i yaur parent
remambar the talk you
motnihg or yasterday
Il your parent iequently forgets
1o un olf the slove;
i clothes care

doesn't
had ihis

an sut-oliore \
1 U stder or ly important that you take core o

il your parem dresses lnap yoursell'' she says
propriately ol limie: An a remident in a nurming hota
In your parenl not sloaping at Your parent may got more attentits f
aight, wandaring or lalling sanlly? lrom membars of the stall tHal YV
[y 1 1 the polnl H:f:l your parent are able o give l
requires almoal idial assisiance o It will hulg 15 parent Hes WS
gat o the bathmoom or o gel bin or her peak capability and (hes
drwaned’ have a happler ik

U you nesd advice. call Gl
Homye and talk to the siafl and -n-n.ln.ll
work oL parenl’s doctor of ol
vioo such an the Gerontology HE8
vork, They oon help you declie
what |8 best for your porsnt TR

minlor noay
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DISTRICTS

hristian  Theological Seminary, In-
'dianapolis, Indiana in 1960. He was ordain-
ed an Elder the same year.

Ken's leadership in the conference has
ncluded serving as chairperson of the An-
nual Conference Session Program Com-
mittee; Board of Ordained Ministry; District
Superintendency Committee, Camping
and Town and Country.

ERRY EUPER brings youth and ex-
iberience to the Cabinet. He is completing
s thirteenth year as pastor of the Big
Beaver United Methodist Church in Troy.
rior to his present appointment he serv-
2d the Morrice-Bennington-Pittsburg
iCharge on the Flint District. Terry is a
1968 graduate of Adrian College and
feceived his M.Div. in 1972 from Asbury
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. He
as ordained an Elder in 1973.
| Terry and wife, Jacqueline, have two
hildren, Stephen and Sarah. Jacqueline
fesently serves as the Flint District Pro-
Ct Director, The family has been involv-
din the Volunteers in Mission Program
Pithe Conference. Terry has led some of
#38 work missions. Y
i" '&fry, also, has given leadership within

o

Y2 conference through the Board of Con-
"clional Outreach. Town and Country.

New Wesley Foundati

fpastor Paul Weisel is the new director
:‘ the: Wesley Foundation at Northern
| "Chigan University. In addition to serving
" "Umber of congregations, Weisel ha_s
&xlensive health care and communi-
! Outreach experience, having served
olionally disturbed .children and
ﬁrf’f&scams. the chemically dependererr:g
oL er ot inority @roups,
| &1r:ii‘€eg'r¥t.'='|n?‘1 'dgabled and the mentally

Weis) is married to Anne, a registered
who was most recently employed a8
r of an in-patient treatment D'ngi{me
ag %e1ving the chemically dependent. 3
five grown children and enjoys f el
4l 0utdoors and participant sports of &
5, The Weisels came to the UP from
jeonsin last April and live in Anne's
90d home in Negaunee.

I

w8 family pet, 'Ming" enjoyind

ii.:'"f Paul Welsel, his daughter, Vickie
h n Little

%8lvas at the family cabin Of
™0 Lake near Gwinn. Paul I8 holding @
i "unee High Sohool Booster license
by ® 82, among many things, the family

fronl football fans.

h,E'SEL SUMMARIZES HIS ministry
Uy Seniis by staling; *‘Wo are here to pro
41 the hoaling and infinite. power ”_f
ihy & tdomplive love through our | ord
*h Biiviar Jesus Chriat, through Hia
Iy . °h and throtgh who and what Wwo are

..f"!.u:ulum our further purpoae 1o reich
Yy - Othore in evary way wa can, 10 ahare
"y who may come aur way
suible and visible 88

snauron (n any time of

AN -.',iHum-J

1. ' ba bhoth ac

% "Nd and as a
t

%, Atdilon; therofore, 1o tha mata tradh
L. Winithay Feliowship activities such ib
‘Ll,l"l‘w,- plghl suppers, sudy Qroupe

. wotk projects and mervice O
Walsel 18 aspocially active in got
AT ggeh with students whare thay. an

T

SIS O CRMpUS. N o Wit Vansty
M organizaticng. and thmough he
1 “ehion Campis Ministry Associatiin

SWHKING TO croate » meaninglul on

\ hiE ministry, YWa

pvolistl conaldarable ting 1o

from page 1

and Division of Evangelism. He has been
involved in the Camping Program and
considers backpacking and photography
among some of his special interests.
Donna, Ken and Terry will be suc-
ceeding Jack Giguere, Elizabeth Isaacs,
and James Thompson, respectively.
Elizabeth and Jim are completing six
years on the Cabinet. Beth will be retiring
at conference time and plans to live in her
home at Port Austin. Jim will be receiving
an appointment to a parish, Jack is com-
pleting five years as a district superinten-
dent. Because of special family needs he

f

requested an appointment this year to a
parish.

In considering all of these appaint-
ments, Bishop Craig summarized: “A
change of three superintendents is a
significant shift in the leadership circle of
the conference structure. Beth, Jim and
Jack have served faithfully and ably in
their years on the Cabinet and will be
missed by all who have worked with them
as superintendents. Donna, Ken and Terry
will not seek to ‘fill their shoes,’ but will
come as their own persons, with their par-
ticular offerings to make. | invite all to be
in prayerful support of these six families
in this time of transition."” i

Northern Michigan Univ. welcomes

on director

establishing positive relati i i
university gdn1|mslralnotr:?n?g.;?je\r?h?:he
directors, directors of SUpport servi1 ,a”
Native American, Black handicces i
foreign students, Counseling gt f appgd,
dividual faculty. it and e
“We are especially by
"to have a significant
Christian faculty and g
who meet tegulariy
tions.
Wgze?ngaresult of these relationships,
ot 35 been asked o speak to
R SDIﬂ classrooms, participate in
meditz;ti ay and conduct a pre-game
v On for the varsity football team,
4 are further blessed," he adds, "by
the proximity of both the Grace and First
United Methodist churches of Marquette,”
where he serves as a member of the
ministerial team. “But perhaps the
greatest blessing of all is tha fove and sup-
port for our students that comes to us from
the congregations of the Marquette Distric!

and the Datroit Conference, our larger
community of falth 't

©5sed," he states,
number of deyoyt
taff on our campus
for 'study and devo-

APPOINTMENTS

By Bishop Judith Craig
Announcement is made by the district superintendent on whose
district the new appointment will be served.

Jack E. Giguere is appointed, effective June 16, 1989, to the Grosse Pointe
UMC as pastor. He is serving as Ann Arbor District Superintendent.

James P. Kummer is appointed, effective April 16, 1989, to the Flint Calvary
UMC as associate. He is serving Elkton UMC.

—Phylemon D. Titus
Detroit East District Superintendent

—Robert L.S. Brown
Flint District Superintendent J

Nﬂgu woE L
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MARQUETTE DISTRICT HOLDS CLERGY RETREAT

Approximately 30 pastors from United Methodist churches throughout the Marquette
District gathered at the Pioneer Inn in Escanaba for the annual clergy retreat Jan. 30-31.
Dr. Peter Drever, head of the Pastoral Care Department of Marquette General Hospital,

presented;the theme; *'Pastor as Person.' Through lectures and group discusaion,
Drever led clergy in an examination of what it means to be a pastor, a person and how
to set appropriate boundarles. Drever is shown above in conversation with Mary

Willough

by, pastor at Munising UMC and conference staff member. Drever formerly

served severa) Lytheran congregations In the Boston area and from this shared a
valuable lesson: ‘Do not confuse what you do with who you are.”" The Rev. Douglas
Paterson, Marquette Grace and Skandia UMCs, coordinated the event which conclud-
ed with a general planning meeting by the clergy present.

BMCR holds annual Martin Luther King

celebration at Hope

qutm STEWART
Publicity Commiles. BMOR

"I have a dream;” |5 the word that came
forth at Hope United Methodist Church in

Youth Service Fund update

Joy McVey

YSF socratary

c‘tl\gﬂl%"e;“15» the results are in. On Salurday, Jan. 28, the Detroit Conference Cotin:
-ihon vouth Ministries distributad (te Youth Service Fund maney to the differant groups

thal raquested |

conlergnce and out-ol-conferance requests,

There was a |itlo undar 5000 to he distributed to each of the In-

and wa ara happy o raport that while we

warent able to grant evary group the full amount that they requested, wa wera able

to'give somathing to avaryone, We would lik

0 to ahare with you the 18689 YSF grafils

IN CONFERENCE GRANTS

Ponttae United Mathodig Ansociation Residential Youth Camp §1,600
L'rﬂi((‘rfrlalfa-Pru.,m,, UMC “S.H A RES" (SeNap in Aation, thiough Recnsirbion
Educalion and 5"1’“('-":’? 1,500
Pontiac Central UMG.UMYE Workcamp 500
Gorferance. Yauth Aasombly Ettinic Minotity Camping. Soholins hips I
OUT OF GONFERENCE GRANTS
Lambertvife UMC Vacation Bitk Schoo! Mammors, Mexico s
Royal Oak Sirst (Jac Angdlun Gholr Tout 8
Mitory UMC Group Magazine Wsseamio K
Flushing. U Miseion Possible —John's {skand, S e
Lapaer THiRy UMGC g 1 Sattenvantt- Ky Hpa
Thomas UMC “Moy Wkt Torr'FN W)
'-.\r'.|3;-~. Litke UMG Appatchia Sarvive Projed 150
frigvion LMK Appalechia Service Prodect I
{5on LA A isciin Sariics Provees! 80
Appalachis Survice Mol fy A
Harsas! N
Conrontaion Mt At ming %
WIS it inad o T Basim of naed, Sthive mingity, fambes of youtt
DOiped, aivel st equeilh Tl COYM would i 4 grem M 100y
A e i st o protile With Shurchnsg 0ot ssnding el YEE i
vy 10 the confsaoss RIS We would ke 1o IRk This opRauny

VAL i

N 1y pRORBR B (T

P YOO YEBE O (O

o Alda o QAR MO Money REt yea

UMC

Southtield, on Jan, 15 the celebration ol
the birthday of Bt Martin Luther King, The
Rev. Carlyle Stewart |ll s pastor,

Thae Rev. Bobant Williams of John
Woslay UMC, in Inkstor, was the master ol
caramanias for the event. Me also sang
‘Lord Bon't Move My Mountain,' in tribute
to Dr. King

The Rev. Theodors Whitely and the
Calvary UMC Cholr also panicipated in the
colabration o King birthday

The Rav. Cha Knight of the Rediord
UMC was the gusst speakes for the pio
gram, speaking from \he fithe, “Can Thase
Bones Live?" Va can, Knight said
I wo Keop the dream alive
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tlive madns
famambeding o rea
byothera and
we a0 thir
ihe drunkivg, tha home 0
hungry
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HOSPITAL

strategies. Preliminary reports were issued
in late November and are now serving as
the basis for further discussions between
the two health care providers as they seek
1o finalize the proposed consolidation.

Estimated annual cost savings of
$10-$16 million are being projected as a
result of consolidation.

At present it “seems unlikely that the
two hospitals will consolidate to one loca-
tion" In light of the large volume of patients
and investments in the two physical plants,

Remaining steps to be taken include: 1)
work on he orgamization and sponsorship
aspeeis of the proposed cansolidation; 2)
development of a definitive agreement on
the consolidation; and 3) a decision by the
U. S. Department of Justice.

Part of the task of the Committee on
Sponsorship has been discussion of
religious and ethical issues surrounding
consolidation. Agreement exists between
the two hospitals with respect to mission
and ministry with the exception of matters
concerning abortion and sterilization.

The committee recently announced that
those two medical proceduras will '‘take
place in a neutral setting, not corporately
part of the consolidated hospital!’ The
Bronson Trustees have been assured that
all medical services available in the past
will be allowed to continue. though not
on-site.

BRONSON METHODIST Hospital
maintains a relationship with the United
Methodist Church through the Uniteg
Methodist Association of Health and
Walfara Ministries and the Board of Globa)
Minisiries, The 1987 West Michigan An-
nual Conference adopted a "Statement of
Govenant Relationship” between the con.
farence and Bronson Methodist Hospital
The novenan summarizes both legal and
philosophical connections between
NOSpItal'and Chureh. It assens the Tull in-

rmpce’ Connecting life and faith the

dependence of the corporation while it af-
firms the tradition of the United Methodist
Chureh expressed in the Social Principles.

Three of the members of the Bronson
Board of Trustees are elected by the West
Michigan Conference. Those serving at
the present time are Royal J. Synwaolt,
senior pastor at First United Methodist
Chureh, Kalamazoo; Robert P. Hamet, a
lay member of Kalamazoo First; and June
Caldwell, alay member at Benton Harbor
Peace Temple.

“Consalidation is a positive move for the
community,’ notes Dr. Synwolt.
“Economics is the primary issue but a bet-
ter climate will also result. Before, the rela-
tionship between the health care providers
was characterized by competition and
suspicion.”

At the present time the financial com-
mitment of the annual conference to the
hospital is minimal, but this was not always
30, Synwolt remarked. “‘In the 1920's finan-
cial aid from the Methodist Episcopal
Church literally kept the hospital’s doors
open.” he said, and “canned goods and
staples from Methodist cupboards kept pa-
tients fed."

Synwolt went.an to state, “‘What this will
mean in regard to our religious roots is yet
to be seen" On a practical note, he said,
“I'm equally comfortable now as a pastor
in either hospital setting.” He concluded
by saying, "As a hospital trustee, | find my
hope articulated on a cornerstone on one
of the buildings at Bronson Hospital—
‘Bronson Methodist Hospital, continuing
the healing ministry of Jesus Christ. | re-
mind our board of that as central to what
we're about, It's easy to lose sight of in the
lalk of costs, competition, and consolida-
tion "

(Portions of this report were praparad from
materials supplied by Bronson Healthcare

Group.)

West Michigan Conference to hold
Legislative Day '89 on March 15

Logisiailve Day is held each ysar in
March for the purpose of helping womaen
i bécome educated in current issues for
sffecling better decision making. On
Wednosday, Mar, 15, at B:30 am. al Lan-
sing Contral United Methodist all will
gsther for this occasion

The keynoto speaker will be Ronna
Romnay addressing ‘“Womsn in American
Politles ™ Ronna is o wite, mother, writer.
cturer, polticlan. Shie 8 well known
thisughout Michigan with her wide rango
o Botvities (heso past 15 years. The day's
thome is "Chiidren Are the Fulure!

ot IO

Wanne Bomney
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women to be published In & decade. Ron-
na.is. much interested In education and

\|dren’s lgsues
ChJaanne Randels of Grand Rapids Piajn-
fleld Ghurch will sel the tone for the day
with a theological perspective. Maudy
Williams. wiil be our song |pader

Gix awareness groups will be given to
choose one: They are: Why UM Women
@o To Jal: Campaign far Children;
Homuoless and Streal Mmlﬁlry; Hunger;
child Cara Crigia, How Racism Alfects
Children, Thore will be time for discussion
in gach group

Organizers hoge to be linished prompt-
Iy at 2:30 p.m., 80 If persons wish they can
o neross the streel and visit the Capltol

For more informalion write Lilllan Rush,
520 5. Verlinden, Lansing, M| 48015

'‘Performing Arts in the Worship Service, " a1l Mt Hope UM Institute of Music,
Lansing, Balucday, Mar. 4, B:30-5. Londers: Ranos
|, organ. Wade Panse dramp. Davis Wallis, ¢
Worship &t 4 p.m. More inlg: (817)

Haps LUMC
Mahley Blackws
Wright, handboell cholrs

Fhe Arts and the Christian Falth
Sunday. Mar, 8, al oo
ol 1he

atl the Firsl UMC
Sworgs (nto Plowsharas Peace (

franel ind Tosti Marukl
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focus of Doing

Doing the Word X promises a wide
variety of challenging workshops, and a
keynote presentation well-suited to our
Lenten faith journey at its Mar. 11 meeting

Elizabeth
Bettenhausen

in Flint. Theologian Elizabeth Bet-
tenhausen will speak on “Touching God,
Undergoing Life: Liberating and Suffering
Faith!" and will also offer a workshop on
connecting real life and faith.

Among other study groups are presen-
tations by artist Catrina Ganey, who brings
a first-hand account of travels through
South Africa, and Representative Floyd
Clack, who will discuss Michigan's prison
system. Acclaimed Detoit News columnist
George Cantor offers insights on societal
conditions that create prejudice.

Ministry to AIDS patients, local church
resources and activities for peace and
justice, reacting to domestic violence, and
banks and their investment in the city, are
also among the topics. Pastor-artist Perry
Thomas will tell about the artist as a pro-
phet in ministries of compassion and

the Word X

concern. Y

This year's “'Doing the Word""
tion is earlier than usual becau:
falling in March. This is a
ference program sponsored by
sion of Church and Society.
Central UMC in Flint, 9 a.m, -

I

Registration forms m

your church office or the e NS

and_ are due Mar 1 R b,‘e_m

Fleischmann, 11", Fie0iStrag
Naw |

Saginaw, M| 486
(517) 7921945, = MY be rage

Grand Rapids District UMw

to spend Days and

Grand Rapids District United Method!s}
Women will observe their annual Days an
Evening Apart on Mar. 7 and 9. Na'ncyen t?—r
Frye will led the women in her pres .
tion of “Life: Listem Learn, Laugh an

Lead.”

As a free-lance speaker, Frye's expertise

g iis of confidence building and
is in the Sghe ie married to a Muskegon
nsiern‘m:;[-)epUty sheriff, is the mother of
Suo;gfﬂwn chitdren, and she has one

Nancy Gay
Frye

grandguughlm Having travelled extensive-
ly throughout the US. and abroad, she
speaks with experience about human
naluré In various cultures.
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' theatre group.

Wluskegon Central

'h'“ January 1988 an opportunity to read
Y8 and |earn about the theater was In-
liced to the youth at Muskegon's Cen-
UMC. Mary Oakes a former teacher is
director, Since then a core of faithful
NS has worked with a large variety of

4
letired UM pastors
1old Florida reunion

Y. Canson
| " Mmember, Detroit Conferance
me g7 Michigan United Methodist
iars and their wives returned to their
85 in Florida attuned to the reminder
Hoovey Rupert that we were still In
1y of Jesus Ghrist even thougf; W:
= N0t serving as pastors of chure e ‘
" his message had closed the gather
“ihose Michigan UM ministers who
M Florida or who are residents for the
b, They had gathered in mld-mom'"g
%8t each other. Then at noon they ha
n fo/a delicious meal served by e
B al First UMC, Lakeland, Wher®
had gaihered il
flef business meeting announce
8 group would next meet IN the
riBnion area and that Ellis Hart had
i 2 1o act as chairman for the avent@n
4 25 1990
iy "MUsing hymnfest led by Carl Strang®
;8 trombone and Vanessa Whaley 8!
48N gtirred spirits. Mrs. Ross Mﬁl‘[‘-!"‘
%ang two beautiful solos. HOOV®
s challenging message was "’"m'_l
¥ the old Epworth League
Ietion
o J. Carson chaired the event and
tod by Henry and Lois Powall
isoman, Lucile Townley, and
9 and Ardin Maorrill

o e
Holy Land Tour

Jorugalem
Jorichi the Sea ol
Nozareth, etc, All basi
S5 ML Sinal—optional 10 deys

Fab. 21, 1990, Basic conl

*Zporience

tham

Irture
198
Oberammergau
Passion Play
Y snoun Pasalon

Mand the w

Schrader, Eric Schrader, Jennifer Danhof,

" Kerr | ns, Bryan
Danhof, Michell Haga rya Muskegon Central UMC who have formed

'd Amy Heckle are among the youth at

OUR CHURCH MAKES NEWS

youth study drama

plays ranging from‘ pantomime and
melodrama to & Serious. contemporary
teen study. .

On Feb. 5, the first production for 1989,
a pantomimed-farce called ‘‘The
Lighthouse Keeper's D_aughler." was

fesented as an experience in ftotal
theater. The players in the cast were Jen-
niter Danhef, Kerti Danhof, Michelle
Hagans, Amy Heckle, Harley Obzy, Bryan
Schrader and Eric Schrader,

The Players’ Workshep has plans (o be
a part of 1he Easter sunrise seryice in
March, and then it's back to "Egad What
a Cad" and other_s'. Those working with
tickets and the selling of popcarn, peanuts
and beverages were Sue Isacson and
Jessica Wotli. 4

It Worked
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Outreach of love

MARIANNE WANTY
Membai. Marblo Memotial UMC, Mian

Reaching out in love seems to be emphasized ail through the month of

February 27 1989 = Michigan Christian Advocate 1 3

Dexter Village designates ‘“‘Peace Park”

The Dexter Village Council recently pro-  Joseph Cathalic, and St. James Episcopal
claimed a parcel of land at the entrance ~ Churches.
to the village as “Peace Park.' The idea While examining old records, the com-
was first proposed by People for Peace last ~ mission discovered that the area of the

spring, and the support of the Dexter Parks ~ park was ariginally called “Piety Hill Park."
Commission was obtained. The name probably harkens from a time

The resolution approves the placingof @ number of churches were located there,
a permanent Peace Pole at the park site  according to the Rev. John Hamnish, pastor
as an ongoing tribute and commitment to  ©f the Dexter UMC. i
the furtherance of peace efforts  The peace pole concept was originated
throughout the nation and the world. by a group in Japan called “Society for

Gene Utke and Carolyn Pryor, re- Prayer for World Peace About 60,000
presenting People for Peace, recently poles nestle into the turf in Japan, while
made a presentation to the Parks Commis-  several hundred have been implanted in-
sion which was enthusiastically received. 1o US. soil. A number of Michigan church-
People for Peace is composed of eshave placed peace poles on their pro-

members of Dexter United Methedist, St.  perty. including one at Camp Newkirk, a
campsite owned by the Dexter UMC. [

Dexter “People for Peace” include (l-r): Donna Fisher, village clerk; the Rev, William
Hill, St. James Episcopal Church; Paul Bishop, village president; Lil Vaughan, Dexter
UMC; Carole Glover, Dexter UMC; Dan Clark, St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church;
Carolyn Pryor, Dexter UMC; Gene Utke, Dexter UMC; and Martha Hill, St. James
Episcopal Church.

For Us

West Quter Drive
exchanges visits
with St. Christopher's

The West Outer Drive United Methodist
Church, Detroit, participated in a pastoral
axchange with St. Christopher's Catholic
Church on Woodment In Dearborn. On
Jan. 22 Father Joseph A. Gagan came o
waest Ouler Drive to fill Its pulpit. His ser
mon lopic was ‘"The Scriplures and the

February, and nol. just sending & paper heart on Valentine’s Day. At Marbie
Memorial United Methodist Church there is a conlinuous outreach of love In
progress as an ongoing resull of a Calling-In-Love campaign that happaned
last August. After a year of planning and preparation with the assistance ol
the Rev. Duane Miller, wa began to actively work toward our goal of reaching
the unchurched in our growing communily

As we complated two weeks of phone calls we ware amazed at the number
of enthusiastic volunteers that made over 6180 dial-Ups 10 perons living in
the four townships in our Milan area. This was achioved with the support of
the Revs. Bob and Diana Goudie. and volunieers of all ages that phoned, pick
ad up and posted resylts. typists, compularn operalon dontors of refrashmaents
for pheners, and those who prayad during the hours ol phoning. Joylully wa
thanked God for the resulls of over SO0 positive responses 1o Accopting mall
ings of more information about our new early (0 a.m 1) church garvice as well
as other church activities.

DURING THE NEXT #ix waaks sach of the 500 received five mallings and
n lollow-up phone call bafore the (nlial new sarvice on Gl 18 A leliowship
hour was delibarately placed batwean tho two ghureh services 1o gncourage
participants in aithor sarvice to moat and vis informally.

The outreach aifort hans ylelded tangible resuits

A young mothar bringing her children to Sunday school mat another young
mother and they now aftend & women's cirole together

The discovary that a guest was & “ham opanmior ld fo hi
1o another “ham" In our ghureh family

ONe woman hingd Iivedd in Milan saveral yoars DUt was unable 1o atteno
chufoh. She was dalighted thal finally there 18 o ¢ hurah s&rviGo in Gl om

nroduclion

MUY ot 9w, which fits ner time sehaduk
A sruggt ng widow found a suppolt group ol Ghristinn widdws Inal have
UOTIRUNSC simitiv, problama
Al the childran Chilstras program, 11 ol the 3 chlgan Woin Ny
Ihe Iagt vear sincs wil bagan dmphinsis Of outiaach ol love
SINCE THE FIRST oanlamponity satvice over 100 new paople. ot aboist &
hmmy e, have allendad one of mom of our services Fifles Vi 5
e atended Tuite re iy Aince X
W v B oot (i1 PO Gl ve ang t b 11
o o sast Yo A volunteered
|\ el wonwlle of (SRt o : 1 i
M W) anouh people witkng o pro b
ke P T——T—_—

Message of the Church.” After the service
all anjoyed & social time in fellowship hall
wost Outer Drive voled as a church
body 1o go to St. Christopher's with their
pastor, Meredith Moshauer, when he was
invited 1o spaak al the church. Thair sanc
fuary is m a fan shape. Most mombers hiad
altended a Catholic church batorg, but the
ohireh a0 page numbers for thair
visitors gudance Moshauor's mossage
topic was “Unity in Community is Bullt an
Tt and Conhdence That s Underging
ad by the Foundabion in the Sq '||1[L4r--.--,-
The nuckus oo Catholk

of the 46vo
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BROWN CITY UMM BE
The United Methodist Men of the Brown CitY
at the Harrington Inn in late January. This
serving and cleaning up. Proceeds from this

Center.

MORE LOCAL CHURCH

NEFIT BAYSHORE
parish sponsored a chicken dinner held

s a fun night with the men doing the
event will be used for the Bayshore Youth

Celebration of talent
planned at Pontiac Central

Jesus spoke of everyone possessing
some form of talent and the Psalmist wrote
of praise. Pul the two together and the
resull is a Talen! Celebration possibility

Sunday, May 7 at 4 p.m. in the Pontiag
Central United Methodist Church, such a
Celebration of Talent is planned. Spon-
sored by the seclion of Handicap
Awareness of the Division of Health and
Wellare ihe avent is Intended 1o
celabrale (he shillg, talents, angd crealions
of persons with varlous forms of handicap-
ping conditions

Wyandotte First UMC
holds Jan. weekend

on caring ministry

First Unitad Methodist Church waa the
host churoh lor a Caring Ministry weakend
on Jan. 1315 Thirly members ol the
church. together with 14 people from
seven othor churches weore led by the Rov
Laarry '."Mrbp of Games UMC and \he Rey.
Myra Sparks of Hudson UMC

The leadars’ sensitivity and vulnerabili
ty, au woll as \het expertine, wolo a groeat
naip in making \he woeekend an opporiunt
ty 10 gt 1o know each other at a doaper
lové! and fo devalop and expand caring
Ghily

The commiimant of Ume 1o the
workshop was a greal challonge bul all
who attended considersd the workshop
worihewiviln  Panshioners look forward 10
iha pousibiiily of developing a lay canng
nutches

minisiey in e

[Wanted: a loving |
Joster family

(L 1Fu ) 10 ane

Help is needed in locating and en-
couraging such persons from our con-
rerence churches and their friends to par-
\cipate in this event.

persons willing to participate or know-
ing of persons with talents of music, art,
crafis, and creations; are asked 10 send
{helr name by Apr. 15 1o Pastor Fred Timm,
Box 327, Carleton, MI 48117, or phone (313)
g54-2001

Everyone is invited to attend this event
of Talent Celebration. The free-will oHer-
ing received will be given loward helping

rovide camperships (o the mentally and
physically impaired camps this summer
Donations may aiso be seml marked for
{his purpose 1o the above address or io the
patroit Conlerence camp regisirar.
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THE REV. KAREN SUE SLAGER and
VIHCENT ALAN WHEAT ware united in

D £y 19688, al
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1800 attend consecration

of St. Paul’s new sanctuary

Bishop Judith Craig led the congrega-
tion of St. Paul’s United Methaodist Church,
Rochester, in two services of consecration
Dec. 18, 1988, for their new sanctuary,
Walker pipe organ and expanded facility.

Participating in the services were the
Rev. Phylemon Titus, Detroit East District
Superintendent, Dr. Bruce Kresge, lay
leader, Dr. Timothy R. Hickey, Dr. Samuel
Stout and the Rev. David Diamond,
Thelma Childress, educational consul-
tant/diaconal minister, Thomas Lackey, lay
associate, and David Rickabus, chair of
the building committee. Attendance for the
two services was estimated at 1800.

Bishop Craig led the laying of the
cornerstone service. Participants in the
service included persons already mention-
ad in the services of consecration and:
Margaret Price, chair, administrative coun-
cil: William Goudie, chair, trustees; Robert

Allison, chair, finance; F. Ge=8 ‘

business manager; Webster Buel
coordinator; Dennis BishOPs: =
Darling, Inc.; Ronald cieslak,
McCallum Architects; a"‘d o
nhart, general superintend&n®

At noon, 600 F!)Jecl?ﬂe fillecey
Friendship HaII!Gym"asium
Children’s Center for a roast )
Featured was a seven-foot-long S
replica of the new church bullGies
dinator was Winifred Moffatts
members and friends ©
Methodist Women.

The 2600-member congregates
Paul's was founded in 1834 2Nl
families throughout Qakland COus
$4 million Building and Impre’
gram is the third major facility S%8
which the congregation has 4
since 1959.
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Hurley I8 sho

n became affiliated with the Boy
of America in 1981 as Thunderbird
hairman. In his first two years of
sarvice to scouting. hig district was award-
ad the Prosident's Trophy. He is the
manager of the Equal Employment Oppor-
winity and Alhvrnahvel Action Programs of
the Land Systems Division of General
Dynamics Corporation. He serves his
community as & member of the masonic
ordar, a shriner, and a past member of the
board of trustees of Adrian College. He is
a lite membar of the NAACP, a Million
Dollar Club mamber of the Alrican
Amarican Historical Museum, and a life

citize
Scouls )
District C

mombér of the Boys and Girls Clubs of
Matropolilar

Datrolt. He is a mamber of

Owaslay
Splller
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prought gifis of love to Christ. On Epiphany §
The V"”embenugm gifts to Jesus that could be given to ey,

thers §

: ) In love

volved total church participation. Over 50 Hug.a_ < T
animals in ated during the Sunday morning service ar?dﬁ#gvd H
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Letters from

kDpe_al for acceptance
March 5, 1989
Philemon 4-20
“Perhaps this js whi
y he was
Parted from you for 5 while, that you

Might have him back fo,
rever . .. as
2 beloved brother” .

—Philemon 15-16
he book of Philemon is a letter
fram PaLIJI to the church in
_Phllernon s house (Phil. v.2).
JDe letter is a Gospel message to
Payl and the “Philemon’ in us to
iv'g: our faith by practicing Christian
%I €5s and acceptance.

‘wn:!es.. this letter during the last
¢ %gf his life. Most Bible scholars say
ha under house arrest in Rome.

ul expresses his love and apprecia-
for Philemon (vs, 4-6). He tactfully
Philemon to make his own decision
i omatter of forgiving Onesimus (v. 14).
Paul speaks his conviction that God's
- Which is all he's asking for, will be
€ by Philemon (v. 21).

WELCOME TO
RON IRIS
THANKS TO
RON KELLER

=il -

5

er guided us in a journey through

Lkerg gospel. We are grateful for his
larship and witness.

‘&s y we begin a new study, “Let-

Rom from Prison." Our author is
ald L. Figgins Iris

M]Hun Iris is a native of Ludington,

Siy He earned a B.S. from Michigan

% Ie Univarsity and then attended
§ Minary al Methodist Theological
gy

&
&

| in Ohio (METHESCO). Ron's
appointment was the
Bylvania Charge in West Ohio.
R n then served churches in the
M@I’ Conference: Hartiand,
U Vindale, Sharon, and Elkton
MCs, Since 1985 he has pastored
® Millington and Arbella churches

1. Aetive in the life of the annual con:
"8noe Ron was the director of the
,r""a‘mn of Evangelism and Worship
oM 1976-1980. He then was the
1 Pervisor of single adult minisiries
,’;" the Board of Local Church
o AMiries. Now dean of the School
I Christian Migsion, Ron also Is a

Ador for Caring Ministries

thshops

Ran's hobbins incliide canoe cam
i 1, micro-computor programming,

r:;d Quitar, He is algo (aking com
p nCalions oourses at MSL. Mar:

IBLE FOR TODAY

Jd 16 Carla, they hive five childron,_

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church

prison

One of the ways to study the Bible is to
imagine yourself in the role of the Bible
characters. If you are in a group of persons
studying this lesson, pause here and three
of your group each take one of the follow-
ing roles; Paul, Philemon, and Onesimus.
Each possible pair hold a conversation,
staying close fo the Bible message of
Paul's letter.

THE PAUL OF this letter is not the fire
brand, “all or nothing™ Paul of the fights
with the non-believers in the synagogues.
Here Paul is speaking to a friend in Chyrist
who shares the same desire to live the
faith/works of the Kingdom of God, Payl
knows the power of God’s love is at work
in him, in Philemen, and in Onesimus, Yet
there must be a conflict of values in Pay|.
Onesimus s now-a Christian, free by vir-
tue of his accepting Christ Jesus as hig
Savior. Onesimus is helping Payl. pay|
may be under no legal obligation to retyrn
this runaway slave, yet there ara com.
mitments of deeper consequence than
legal obligations. Onesimus did g wrong
thing. He ran away from his respon-
sibilities and he apparently syole
something from Philemon in the process
v, 18).
' pal.,ul must raise the matter wih
Onesimus and help him see how impor-
tant it is for Christians to right the wrongs

ing the split between Onesimus an
Philemon to be healed in an eternal way,
for they are now brothers in Christ! Paul
knows that problems become oppor-
tunities for joy when we are connected by
GChrist in other-directed love.

Yes, Paul will write a letter to Philemon
and ask him (o forgive, forget and reinstate
Onesimus. Paul must send Onesimus
back te Philemon (o be his slave. Bul more
than that he will send him back to be his
brother in Christ.

PHILEMON, UPON recsiving the lattar
from Paul, must have had a puzzie solv-
ed. Maybe he said, “Oh, thal’s whera he
is! | wondered where he want. Now U'll get
my property back” As Philemon read on
he must have become aware of Paul's
reminder thal our special relationship with
Jesus carries with It another claim. Chris-
tians are called to love our naighbor as we
love ourselves

Or maybe he simply groaned al a pro-
biem porson who raturned with a latter
from friend Paul

Hobrows were allowed o buy sinves
(Lev. 25:4546). But if that alave was a
Hebraw as well Men s/he was 10 o
regarded as a membar ol the ownera
family and therelore had |heir social &l

Items Needed
at Camps

check your banament
atlic and garvage for the fallowing
teme you no lenger une which ame
needed ot Dettolt Canlemencs
Camp

Ploasie

Plang
Color TV

V'l
Movie Projector (15

‘ommoidore 64 o [T

all Maik

I Recalpts

lofivi
Iy
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*hilemon — an appeal for acceptance—Unit 1

Row L. FIGGINS IRIS
Pastor, Millington and Arbela UMCs

well as religious rights. A Hebrew slave
was to be redeemed (released) after six
years. Permanent slavery of a Hebrew was
a sin (Jer. 34:8-24).

According to W.E. Qesterley, in The Ex-
positor's Greek Testament, in the case that
a Hebrew owned a Gentile slave, the
owner's power was strictly limited by
Hebrew law. If a slave were punished and
permanent bodily injury were to occur,
then the slave was sel free immediately.
If a master caused the death of a slave,
the master was tried as a murderer.
According to Hebrew law, & slave who had
escaped was not to be delivered up again
to his master. |

The Talmudic wrilings say that the
master of a Hebrew slave must place
him/her on equality with himself “‘in meat
and drink, in ledging and bed-clothes, and
must acl toward him/her in a brotherly
manner,' The rules were so strict that the
old saying, "whoever buys a Hebrew slave
buys a master for himself" is preserved in
the Kiddushin. The same saying goes
around today in regards to coftages “up
north.” Qur possessions often demand
more from us than we demand from them.

The scripture does not say what
greeting Onesimus received. | believe his
response was like that of the woman who
lost a coin, or the shepherd who lost a
sheep, or the father who'lost a son: (Luke
18) Philemon, the man, welcomed
Onesimus back| Not as & problem, but as
a brother.

ONESIMUS RAN away from Philemon
for reasons unknown to us, Gould It have
happened when he heard that there was
that shipwrack off the shore of Malta (Acts
27). Was Paul safe? Onesimus could have
fun away to halp Paul, Or Onesimus could
have run away to learn more of the man
Jesus Christ from the teachings of Paul|
A good Christian disclpline is (o think the
best ol paople and these are the best
thoughts about Onesimus.

Of course. he could have been an ugly

33rd ANNUAL
ALASKA CRUISE

Inciudes Cunadian Rockies
Stares Fune 303 weaks « $2310
Write Edward . Kuhn
6623 Andersonville Rd
Waterford, M1 48095
or oall (3 622817

r Summer Employment
QOpportunities at
Detroit Conforence Campn
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mwaikihile ¢
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Kinawind Camp fon Lake Lol
Counselars WSi's
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fialth s {1 ivallabls
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man who stole from his master and ran to
the big city, Rome, and there he may have
run across Paul by sheer circumstance.
But let's think the best!

Whatever the past was for Onesimus,
the “present” included the real biessing
of becoming Paul's spiritual child.
Onesimus had become a baptized, believ-
ing, and morally sensitive Christian
through the work of Paul. It may have
taken a while but can't you just imagine
Onesimus finally turning to Paul one day
and saying, "My spiritual father and
teacher, |'ve come to the paint in my faith
where | have to right an old wrong, | must
return to Philemaon. | don't have enough to
repay what | took from him, but | must do
the right thing and return. . ..Paul, I'm
scared what he'll do to me.”

Paul says te Onesimus, as he says o
us, “Will you trust a feliow Christian to
forgive as Christ forgave us? Here, let me
write him on your behalt." Paul challeng-
ed Onesimus to act on the beliel that God
works through others, and that they too will
do the loving and fargiving thing. Paul also
"went to bat" for Onesimus.

ONE OF THE LASTING values found
in this littie letter is Paul's intercession to
Phileman on Onesimus’ behali. How does
it feel when someone “goes to bat” for
you? Wa all have stories ol someane who
acted on our behall, when we were afraid,
a stranger, unskilled, in toa deep, or simpiy
ineffectual in what we were doing. Paul
must remembar the day in Jerusalem
when Barnabus ‘came to his help.
(Acts 9:a7 TEV).

It you are in o group stop here and share
any such times In your life. | remember a
young boy whe needed a place to study
and medinte after school. O course, he
didn't call i meditation, but fooling around,
and il seamed he was always able to find
o way into thee church In order to study and
do what othera must have thoughl was
fooiing around, too: That boy wis me, the
M1, Morris Mathodist Church was on the
way home, and | know ono pastor and
some lay persons from that church who
must have "gona o bat” for the boy who
neaded to be (hare. | falt the love of God
through those peopie

Gaod invites you lo feel thal kind of love
from Him. The ultimate “going 1o bat for
somaane’’ was accomplished in the birth
lile, death, and resurrection ol Jesus
Ghriat. Do you accept and frust that God
ook your parn in thatl haavenly drama’
Witness thut Josus is your Savior snd "'go
thian, and a0 Ihe same' (Luke 10:00)

The ‘eler o Philamon s & Gos
pal mossage W he "Paul and the
'I‘nm_mmn I ud o practice the faith by
practicing Ghristian  forgivenasa  and
acoepancn. Fhilamon B also 6 missige
10 the “Onestmu I8 fo trust thal God
will provige medintomn and forgivensas ol
(11}

[ Part-time Musician and
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Churches urged to reach for baby boomers

SHERON C. PATTERSON
United Methodist News Service

DALLAS — Adults 25-43—‘baby
boomers'—who do not attend church
regularly are the latest targets for mission
\dentified by the United Methodist agen-
cy for training and equipping local chur-
ches for ministry,

“"Reaching for the Baby Boomers” is a
series of six reglonal training sessions be-
Ing held across the United States to help
pastors and lay leaders identify the
boomers; assess their practical and faith
concerns; and shape worship, Christian
education and service projects aimed at
young adults. Baby boomers number mare
than 77 million, according to leaders of the
regional events,

DIRECTOR OF ADULT education for
the church’s Board of Discipleship, Robert
Paul, conducted a Feb. 2-4 session for 100
persons in Dallas. He and other speakers

Thoughts on Adult Education

Thought I'd Mention1t ...

presented statistics about and
characteristics of baby boomers, including
the fact that more than one third rarely or
never attend church or participate in
church-related activities.

Other facts about baby boomers are:

* One in four is college educated:

* More than 70 percent make $12,000 or
less annually;

* Most baby boomer men are blue-collar
workers;

* Most baby boomer women work out-
side the home, primarily as clerks and
secretaries, and, by 1995, only one woman
in ten of child-bearing age will be a full-
time homemaker and mother;

* A majority of those 40-44 choose
cohabitation— living together without
benefit of marriage—as a lifestyle;

* By the year 2000, boomers will com-
prise half the U.S. population, but unlike
their parents, have yet to exercise enough
voting power to elect a president or

Empty heads and empty hearts

James M. MORGAN
MCA Correspondent

Qur local churches are filled with per-
sons who have little Bible knowledge,
minimal knowledge about church history,
and almost no ability to discuss theology
In a rational and cogent way. Why?

There has been, and continues o be, a
deanih of substantial Christian education
opportunities for adults and an abysmal at.
lendance record by adults at educalional
opportunities in their local churches

Throughout its glorious history the
Christian fnith has been spread by various
maans. Al timas it has been imposed upon
a paopie against their will. At other times
the people have gmbraced the faith in
spite of every attempt DY jeaders and
rulers to oliminate it True faith has always
boen communicated by adults who knew
the substance of the faith as contained in
tha Scriptures, and whose hears were
warmed and enlightened through a per-
sonal relationahip with the living Christ

| would contond that the reason the
Unlled Mathodist Church (8 losing
membars, the reason why il |5 osing in-
filionge in the world, i not because of a
tailure of the preaching, nor because ofa
tadionl stand on socinl (ssues, nor
bocoupe of u ghange in the umnlmd
nture of our pocisty, Qur church 18 wfnn
AN growing weaker bacause of our 1o mn
in the area of Christian education in
local church

pethodist
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high classes.

THE PATTERN IS based upon the false
assumption that “Christian education is for
children” On the surface that premise is
true, but by an interpretation it has come
to mean the “Christian education is only
for children.” Our teens want nothing quite
so much as to be considered “adult.” If
Christian education is for children, as soon
as they can, they will break off from church
school in order to achieve ‘adult” status.
The logle is: "Adults do not go to church
school. | am an adult. Therelore: | do not
go to church scheol ™ That is the pattern
we must break.

What is the solution? It is really quite
simple. We need to offer more and better
adult church school classes, and adults
must attend them in order o |earn the
essentials of the faith and 1o thange the
pattern perceived by all our children that
‘iadults do not attend church school

Every local church should expend at
jgast as much effort, at least as much
money, at least as many hours of labor to
gtafl, equip. and facilitate adul Christian
education as they do children's |avel
classes and programa. Il a small church
offers three classes for children it should
oifar at least thred classes for adults, In a
iarge church the Ministar of Education or
D,A.E. should apend at least as much time
on the adult program as on the children's
pmqmm

The luture of the Church hangs in the
patance. Lyle Schaller and all the other ox-
perts in church growth and development
have lound this essential truth, What hap-
puns in (he Christian education program
loday will determino the courme of evenis
for the whole church in the near future
Failure 1o take serously the amply hends
and emply hears of adults within our
memborship will reaull in empty pows and
amply puipits in the not-20 distant lulure
If you would rescie of Bave your church
from corigln obilivion, begin 10 ko
sarioudly iho naed for strong, substantial
walldud classes lor adulls in your looal

ahurch
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congressperson.

THE STEREOT YPE of all baby boomers
as materialistic, corporate-climbing “yup-
pies” (young urban professionals) has af-
fected the way church people relate — or
choose not to relate — to young adults,
said the Rev. Scott Heleny of Fithian (IL)
United Methodist Church.

He also suggested that the church has
failed to attract baby boomers because
United Methodism caters to middle- and
upper-income people; most boomers live
at a lower socio-economic level. They “are
not in the church because the church has
not recognized them as they are, he said.

While most baby boomers are not yup-
pies, speakers and participants agreed
“yuppie" values affect boomers at all in-
come levels, and many feel pressured to
excel in their jobs, make more money and
raise social and economic status.

The Rev. Derrick Wright, Desoto, TX, is
pastor of a predominantly black United
Methodist fellowship that is 95 percent
boomer. Family and job pressure present
challenges for baby boom families and
churches that serve them.

The boomers “are trying to build
careers, be with their families and rest on
the weekends," Wright said, although they
need a caring, supportive community to
help them sort through life’s challenges.

Dallas participants discussed several
ways churches can attract baby boomers.
First, said researcher the Rev. Warren
Hanman, pastors and congregations must
recognize the variety of people and
lifestyles represented in the baby boomer
category. Programming for working
parents should be adjusted to fit busy
schedules,

Hartman encouraged pastars to cor
sider baby boomers' need for instant
gratification: “Baby boomers refuse o
make long-term commitments.’ He urged
participants o "provide connection and
stability."

BES ATISTICS, the 100 par-
ucupiﬁs ?1 Ds;r!las viewed video presenta-
tions by theologians and resgzarchers on
divergent needs and viewpoints held by
young adults. Some pasyors—allso in the
baby boomer generation—discovered
commaon ground with the unchurched they
seek to reach :

Rather than accept things the way they
are, many young adults question establish-
ed order, one presenter said. Churches
who want to attract them should listen to
questions about faith and Christianity and
invite open discussion b

“| have learned I'm & ‘challenger,"' said
the Rev, John Williams, Granite, OK, refer-
ring to one category of baby beomer sug-
gested at the conference. "l ask questions
about the way the church runs,

“Millions of other baby boomers are
challengers, too, | have o invite them
into my church and show them that they
can he challengers and be accepted,” he
said

i

REQUEST COMPLIMENTARY
COPIES

Due to post office constraints, we
have had 1o discontinue mailing a
bundle of complimentary coples lo
contributors. These had been routine-
ly senl with our regulor isaus malling.
Contributors are, howevaer, free 1o re-
ques! up to ten complimentary
coples. Those will be sent as o Tollow-
up malling
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CONTROVERSY
ARNEGARD, ND — When Cara Tra
won the county spelling bee o
other students last year, many
she was good enough to win
contest. However, angry state
officials tried to stop her from og.
and almost barred her from the o
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