
Detroit Conf. has three new district superintendents 
DETROIT - Bishop Judith Craig has 
announced the appointment of three new 
d•strtct superintendents in the Detroit Con· 
terence to be effective June 16, 1989: the 
Reverend Donna J. lindberg to the Ann 
Arbor District; the Reverend Kenneth L. 
Tousley to the Port Huron District; and the 
Reverend Terry A. Euper to the Saginaw 
Bay District. 

In makmg this announcement, Bishop 
Cra1g sa1d, "as 1s the case every year at 
th1s lime, I hnd the clergy membership of 
the Annual Conference to be a nch 
resource for filling these leadership spots. 
I am grateful to those who have said, 
'yes.' They bring a variety of backgrounds, 
perspect•ves, ages and styles, to compte· 
ment the cabinet members who rema1n. 
Each of them has demonstrated strong 
Qualities of spiritual and organizational 
leadership which will suit them well in the 
work of the superintendency." 

DONNA LIND B ERG is presently serv· 
mg as pastor of the Gaylord United 
Methodist Church Parish , a position she 
has held smce 1983. Prior to that time she 
has served five other pastoral appoint· 
ments: two as pastor- Hazel Park First 
and A1ce Memonal in Detroit-three as 
assoc,ate- livonia Newburg, Port Huron 
F~rst and Beverly Hills. Donna is a natiVe 
of Kmgsford, MI. She received her B.A. 
degree from Adrian College in 1966 and a 
Th.M. in 1969 from Perkins School _of 
Theology in Dallas, TX. She was ordam· 
ed an Elder in 1971. 

Donna has two adopted son s, Rich ard 
and Christopher. Yet, as a sing le parent 
she has been able to give leadershiP 
Within the Conference in a variety of ways. 
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She served 12 years on the Board of Or· 
dained Min istry (four as reg1strar); four 
years on Standing Rules, four years on the 
Council of Ministnes; and several other 
positions within the conference and 
districts of which she has been a part. In 
1980 she was delegate to the World 
Method1st Council 1n Hawau. 

Travel, reading and sw1mming are h1gh 
on her list of special mlerests and 

Kenneth Tous ley 

activities. 

KENNETH TOUSLEY has been sen1or 
p astor at Adrian First United Methodist 
Church s1nce 1982. He and wife Dons 
have been act1ve m the community and 
college life of Adrian Dons presently 
serves as secretary in the College 
Chaplam's Office. The Tousleys have four 
children, all grown adults Philip. Jeffrey. 
Scott, and Mark. 

Donna Lindberg 

Pnor to Adrian . Ken served the Tawas 
United Methodist Church for 14 years. dur· 
ing wh1ch time he gUided the merging of 
two congregations and the constructiOn of 
a new church building. Prior to Tawas he 
served three years at Sagmaw Ames. 
following three different appomtments 1n 
the,North Indiana Conference. Ken 1s a 
graduate of Taylor Un1vers1IY 1n 1957 and 
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It 's official - Harris ascends to episcopacy 
BOSlDN - "I am pleased that those 

In the EpiSCOpal Church have acknowledg­
ed God's activity 1n her and have chosen 
to name her to the ep1scopacy. remark· 
ed B1shop Jud1th Cra1g of the M1Ch1gan 
Area, Umted Methodist Church. upon the 
consecrat•on of Barbara Harris Harr1s. a 
black Episcopal pnest from PhiiAdelph•a 
became the f~rst woman biShop m tho 
worldw•de Anglican Commumon Feb. 11, 
shattering the centunes-old trodllton that 
only men can be bishops because Jesus 
chose no women to be omong hiS 
apostles. 

Cra1g was nsked by Umted MofhodiSI 
Nows Scrv•ce •f she hns IHivlco for B shop 
Harris Crn1g, herself tho 5econd woman 
oloctod to tho emscopnoy w1thm Umted 
Mothod1sm SOld. She tacos so:ne 
obstacles I 'lave novor fncod, nd rO{lr I 
thnt I prny that cho mny be oq,, •I to the 

task lind understand thnt God hns chosen 
her for tho task and need not be nfrard of 
wh<ltevor humar> be•ngs 011n do.' 

THE REV. BARBARA Clomonunc Htu 
rls was elected suffragan or ass1s1Jng, 
b1shop of the D•ocose ol Massachusetts 
on Sept 24, nnd tha consecrnt•on sorvlco 
marked her offlctal elovat•on to tho 
epiSCOpacy 

Over 8.000 people auondcd tho three­
hour sorvrco of consocratron ot Boston s 
Hynos Audrtorlum, o scrv1c0 which com­
bined tho elegant formnlrty of tho Book of 
Common Prayer wl!h tho spmlod musrc ol 
black ct.vrct• lr.ldllton 

We cannot and must not ovorlook tho 
fnctthat tt>rs woman borng consocrntod to­
dny 1::1 not .rst on ''mer c u• womrm, 1111d 
B shop Harrill lrlond und rnontor 111 
Phrlndolph n Cl' • 11 altho Advoo 1to II' 
Rev Pout M Ill' Wa ~ 1gtor> " 
ot>' ck"' m n T mnnwhvw 
b 11 r In m 1n \\ tro h 
I 110 IU 

W 1>1 I 
{ nu f II' 
8 ~ o d I 

~ 
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My Experience 
-Joyce M. Smith 

MCII Contnbutmg Editor 

Protective love 

B
ye-bye, Poppy, was Grandpa's 
way of know1ng that K1mb. arlee 
was anx1ous to go for a walk 
at any lime. to any place 

The Chnstmas holiday In Flonda th1s 
year was blessed w1th the presence of 
19-month old Kimberlee who walks well 
now and says enough lo get what she 
wants Her mother and father were fa1r· 
ly well consumed w1th the respons1b1hty 
of her month-old brother, Damel, so 
Grandpa volunteered to be her dayt1me 
oompan10n. 

After bemg housebound In M1ch1gan 
and Marylard lor the early w1nter 
months, Florida ..,1th 80 degree 
temperatures became a release for lots 
of pent up energy for both grandparent 
and child. 

Aftor a couple of days of )aunts to 
the shoppmg cente· ard arourd the 
condorrlmum complex W•lh L~e two 
hand-m·hand, t• was d1soovered that 
the httle one felt conslflcted and 811~er 
wa'lled to be unhanded or to be ca•· 
••ed. Grandmother then had the br llant 
Idea of getting a crlld's eash and alter 
consulting w1th the adult member of 
t'le twosome, she purchased sat"'o It 

kc a telephone cord w ;\J wr st 
b :1da on eact> end 

The next ume there was an excur 
s10n tl'e new gadget was brought forth 
end one smo ' strap mtr velcro closed 
to t a woo wr at and ono rargo str&P 

y closecl around the b g wr 51 
o mp • lrc:n a t~er 

~*Jon In lact he IJUla person was 
de h!ed to think !hat now She was 
e o llOP slOp Jump and d- ce 

h pu 11-e grocory c rt and movo 

Advocate 

about at will - at least withm six feet 
of her companion. From that time for· 
ward, whenever she wanted to go out· 
s1de. she would find the spiral cord, 
and look for someone, JUSt anyone, 
who was willrng to go " bye-bye." 

Before you get your dander up and 
wn1e letters about leashes and children 
who are not dogs. let me quickly state 
that m th1s 1nstance, everyone was hap­
py and the adults were greatly relieved 
to know that K1mbertee. w1lh all her 
energy, yet lackmg matunty and ex· 
penence was not go1ng to be hit by a 
car or suddenly disappear on an 
adventure of her own choosmg 

When I got back to the cold north 
and remm1sced about the fun we had 
from th1s expanded way of travel, I 
thought how much th1s 1s like some of 
our relationships w1th God Is not our 
true bas1s for happmess dependence 
upon God? Yet, we are g1ven the 
freedom to hop, sk1p. Jump, dance and 
even leap our way through life. With 
prayer, study, and fa1th we can be hnk· 
ed to our Protector, safe 1n the 
Knowledge that we are never alone and 
wolf be upheld by the hands of God 

e ABORTION STANCE SHOCKING 

• 

DETROIT CITY COUNCIL HONORS JUDITH CRAIG 
On Feb. 13the Detroit City Council presented Michigan Area bishop, Judith Craig, 
a testimonial resolution. Citing her election as " the third woman elected bishop 
the world," her service as a Christian education director, and her ministry to local c~ 
ches and the East Ohio Conference as an ordained elder, the resolution states: "Tloo 
Detroit City Council hereby salutes Bishop Judith Craig on her many accompllshme 
as an educator and for her leadership of the United Methodist Churches of Mlchiga~ 

• 

LETTERS 
to the editor 

VAWE OF LIFE No one Instinctively loves a mu d 
(but recall, "but I say unto you ,; 
soc1ety shoots itself 1n the loot ·· · ~ B 
adopts the murderer's tactic to cur w e 
Surely, we can become a "nob~ •ts 
gentler society," even If that 1 er 
from a politician rather than a~ ea co 
IS a better way· long-term-to-ht enc. it: 
lion. II 11 doesn't always wore lncart­
speclflc fa1lures rather than k, cure 
'em all" pohcy Society adopt a 
bacauee hie 1s preoK>us. but ~s Prec 
crack, and splinter, and fail 80oiet~ f God Ch · . · urely 
name o . , rrstrans do not • '"' 
the sphnterers! So the a Wal'lt 
out agam to hear, "moreoev~P~al 9 
you " • say 

-James Dawson Nlv 
~on, p 

Clerhsv111e. 
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PRINCETON, NJ- A po ll by 
the Gallup organization shows that 
United Methodists and Catholics are 
more likely to leave their churches 
than persons raised in other 
denominations and faith groups. 

Accordmg to the poll, conducted 
1n March 1988, one in three persons 
ra1sed a United Methodist, and one 
1n ten raised a Catholic, is no longer 
Identified with those churches. 

Thirteen percent of Americans say 
they were raised as Methodists, but 
only nine percent ident1fy 
themselves as United Methodists to­
day. Although 31 percent of. the 
populat1on say they were ra1sed 
Catholic. only 27 percent now Iden­
tify with the church. 

Among the ten groups 
represented in the survey, the Chns· 
tian Church (Disciples of Chnst) 
showed the largest proport1onal in· 
crease with two percent of 
Amenc~ns reporting they were rais· 
ed as Disciples and three percent 
reporting they are now Disciples 

Presbytenans grew from three 
percent to four percent 

There was no change In ~he 
percentage of Americans identifying 
themselves as Episcopalians, 
Lutherans, Mormons, Jews or af­
filiated w1th the United Church of 
Chnst. 

Baptists dropped from 23 percent 
to 21 percent. rns 

NEW YORK _With the current 
network TV season breaking new 
ground 1n exphc1tlanguage and se~ 
scenes. a 1600-member coalition ° 
Chnsllan leaders IS laymg th~ 
groundwork for a new boycott 0 

leadmg sponsors. bl 
Chnst1an Leaders for Responsl e 

TeleviSIOn (CLeaR-TV) WhiC~ ~n~ 
muoes the heads of 70 c ur k 
bodies says it will momtor networ 
Progra~ming from April 27 10 May 
24 and announce wh1ch sponsors 

Will be boycotted. ore 
CLeaR-TV may find a m 

P.OS11ive response to its concer~s 
from some advertisers 1n view of 1 8 

greater explicitness of network pr~ 
grams TV Gutde quoted Leona~n 
Mauhews, pres1dent of the Amenc s 
Assoc1at1on of Advertising Agencle ' 
as say1ng, " The programmers he~~ 
to be responsible and not 
matonal that's on the cutting edge. 
I'm not a prude and I hate censor­
lhlp, but there's no place (on T'-?, lor 
lOrna ol the th1ngs I'm seeing. 

The National Coalit1on on TaleVI• 
alon Voolence based in Champaign. 
IL recently r~ported that "theoodre a;~ 
JlC<!re to bo somewhat more bl 
current programs then m the pest, 
moro 1u11d cnmes end moro themes 
of Goxuailzod v1olonce." At tho same 
t1mo, tho onti•VIolenco coalition sOld 
tho most popular ohows aro the ones 
that oro lowoat 1n vtolonce llko lha 
Clnby ShoN, "D11foront World" 
;J!l Ro oonne" ms 
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South African supports strong sanctions 
GUSTAV SPOHN 
Rehg10us NeY.$ Serveco 

NEW YORK - For the Rev. Frank 
Ch1kane, general secretary ol the South 
African Council of Churches. there IS on­
ly one way left to d1smantle apartheid in 
South Afnca short of v1olence: comprehen­
SIVe sanct1ons. 

That was the thrust of the message 
delivered at a press briefmg at the Inter­
church Center here Feb. 3 by Ch1kane. one 
of the most vocal South Afncan opponents 
of the government-sanctiOned apartheid 
system ol rac1al segregation 

Chlkane is particularly vexed he sa1d, 
when sanctions are dismissed- as they 
were by the Reagan admmistrat1on, lor ex­
ample- on grounds that sanctions would 
most hurt thOse they are mtended to 
benefit, the black majonty wh1ch IS op­
pressed by the apartheid system. 

•·we know the consequences (of sanc­
tions)." sa1d Ch1kane. not1ng that apartheid 
1tself IS so onerous that the black South 
Afncan maJority "cannot suffer more 
because of the sanctions" 

Opponents of sanct1ons who cla1m to be 
tookmg out for the interests ol South 
Afncan blacks are engag1ng 1n a subtle 
form of rac1sm, m the v1ew of Ch1kane who 
was 1n the Umted States as part ~f an 
"Emment Church Persons Group'' that 
traveled to seven countnes Jan. 15-Feb. 4 
to encourage mcreased pressure on the 
South Alncan government 

CHIKANE AND OTHER me b 
the nme-member. group hope tome ers of 

h · onvmce 
countnes t ey v1s1ted to take the le d 
changmg South Afnca's mater 1 a 10 

tions through a variety of mea 
1
a condl· 

them. ns. among 

-Comprehensive mandatory sanctions 
1ncludmg a halt to rescheduling 1 bargos on oil, coat oans, em-

and strategic 

HARRIS from page 1 

from the crowd as she took her mit h 
coremon1a1 bishop's l1ot, from 1118 ~~~d: 
of the presenter and placed 11 on her head 

As SUffragan bishop of Massachuscrts 
Hams Will work with B1shop Dav1ci 
Johnson and Ass1stant BIShop Dav1d 
B~rney and will have pnmary rospons1b1h 
ty lor care of local congregations 1n the 
southern part of the d1ocese Sho will also 
have respans1b1hty for stewardShip and en­
won mental comm1ttees and pastoral 
outreach, 1nclud1ng pnson And hospital 
mm1stry. 

There was no official representative at 
the consecration from the Church of 
England, the church out of wh1ch the 28 
mdependcnt provmcos of Anghcomsf'1 
grow and wh1ch does not rocogr1zo female 
pnests or bishops. But several Ct>urct> of 
England clergy were present lnclud•ng the 
retired dean of St Paul's Cathedral In LOf\­
don, tho Rev Alan Wobstor, and tho retired 
biShop or Birmmgham, B1shop Hugh 
Montehore 

The archbishop of Cnntorbury, Dr 
Robert Runcio. ISSued n statomont In Lon· 
don &a}'lng thnt ho was ·ttooply corsciOus 
thnt not evory Anghcon v.111 yo~ tc , abl 
to ocknowlodga ~>or (BI"hop H~rr ' as 
biShop of tho church 

mmerals, denial of landing nghts to South 
African A1rways and an end to international 
flights to South Africa. 

- Withdrawal and cessation of In­
vestments 1n South Afnca and cancellat1on 
of all licenses and franchise agreements. 

- Isolation of South Afnca in the 
diplomatic and cultural fields and in sports. 

- Granting of econom1c and military 
support for the black-ruled states border­
ing South Afnca such as Mozamb1que and 
Zimbabwe. 

Chikane end other members of the 
group reported that responses of govern­
ment off1cials have been varied dunng the 
three-week campa1gn they began 1n 
Berne. Switzerland. 

The Rev. Canaan Banana. a MethodiSt 
mimster and president of Z1mbabwe from 
1980 to 1987, sa•d US. Secretary of State 
James Baker, who met w1th the group Jan. 
31, appeared w1lhng to cons1der some of 
the measures recommended by the group. 

Although Baker sa1d he was "reluctant" 
about sanctions. accordmg to Banana, he 
expressed support 1n pnnciple for ending 
apartheid and sa1d he remamed open to 
suggestions on how to accomplish that 

Banana sa1d the new admm1strat1on ap­
pears more "anx1ous to move •n the d~rec· 
t1on of some pos1IIVO IT'easures" than the 
Reagan adminiStration 

Ch1kane observed that Bush admlmstra­
hon off1c1als "accept the fact that the Situa­
tion 1s gelling worse and that d1plomat1c 
appeals have fa1led ." 

BANANA SAID HE was particularly 
d1sappo1nted 1n the response of the British, 
who met w1lh the Em1nent Church Persons 
Group Jan 19·24 The Bn!ISh, he related, 
sa1d "pract1cally nothmg except to say. 'We 
behave 1n dialogue.' " 

And the Japanese, sa1d Banana, seem­
ed ·Interested In busmess. nothmg else.'' 

But the French and West Germans, 
Banana observed, appeared ·'very keen ' 
on creating a strong European response 
to the South African s1tuahon. 

Elaine Greif, .general secretary of the 
World '~bung Women's Cl'nst1an Assoc11• 
11on 1n Geneva, pomted ou1 that • focal 
pomt of U.S oct1on could be S 2 bllho1'1 m 
loans from U.S bankS that como payable 
In 1990. 

Not renegotiating those loans C:'Tioun­
llng to about half the annual South Alncan 
export earnmgs, GrOll sold. could wrc:Ik 
havoc w•th tho South African eco;~omy 
"We have a gonl not to d1smantlo tho 
economy ol South Afncn but (to disman­
tle) apartho1d,'' sho 5111d 

Gre1f sn1d U.S Rop Ron Dollums tO 
CA), chanporson of tho Conmess1onol 
Blnck Caucus, 1s once agaJn IntrodUCing a 
sanct1ons bill in Congress that could havo 
strong support 111 tho Houso 1-io-.vovar. she 
SOld support for sanctions agnlnsl South 
Africa oppoare moro tenuous In tho 
Son ate 

l'hlk.ol' Sllld Wo bCIIOVCI 1110 po IliOn 
of lho US ot thts point cnhc 11 Ho ex 

pressed part1cular hope that strong act1on 
by the U.S. could encourage Great Bnta1n 
to follow suit. 

The Eminent Church Persons Group 
was assembled by the World Council of 
Churches in response to a call for such a 
group by 250 church persons from around 
the world meeting 1n Lusaka, Zambia, 10 
May 1987 The execut1ve comm111ee of the 
World Council formally authonzed the 
group at a meeting later that year 1n Atlanta 
w1th the specific purpose of urgmg UN. 
resolutions on South Afnca end the 1m· 
position of sanct1ons 

IN H IDIN G 
WASHINGTON- President George Bush 
joined other world leaders on Feb. 22 In 
denouncing death threats against the 
author of The Satanic Verses u e group 
of 2,200 American writers announced a 
rally In support ol Solman Rushd1e 
(above). Many In tho Islamic world con­
sider passages of the book sacrilegious. 
Rushdle has Issued on apology for any of­
fense his novel moy have caused to 
Mushms but Iran's Ayatollah Khomeinl 
has not rescinded his death call. 
Diplomats are baing recalled and 
oconomiC iilinetronllatb bOing eonlfd6tbd 
among Common M:ukcl notions wnllo 
terrorism - not only ogomet human lllc 
but !reed om of speech - is debated Sco 
the Mar. 6 MCA tor on lntorvlow w1th Dr 
Al(bar Mahdl, choir of the sociology 
deportment at Adrian Coltogo. Mohdl 
born In trnn and In tho U.S since 1975 
will shore perspectives on civil llbortll!!l 
ond religious d1monslona of thla intorno-
tionnl controversy • :o 

MCA SCHEDULE 
OATES DEADLINES 

Mar 9 
t6 

t,• 3 
Apr 6 

AJ."I n 
Apr ::0 
My 4 
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From the editor 

Re-creation 

P 
rophets come in many styles; Amos was not like Jesus 
and Jerenuab was different from John the Baptist. In our day. 
I believe that many cartoonists are prophets in their 
own right. And I'm often surprised at how a powerful 

message can be conveyed with such an economy of words and 
Simplicity of images. Take lor instance. this panel from the Iunny 
pages. Three medieval characters are standing on a drawbridge 
next to a sign that reads, "Castle lor sale." The man tells the pro­
spective buyers, as he points at the three crocodiles in the moat, 
"The former owner was eaten by his security system." 

That nony carne to mind this week while editing: 
'Dr james Nixon's reflections on capital punishment in the let­

ters column on page 2 bring back the ugly laces surrounding the 
prison at the urne ol Ted Bundy's execution. As the crowd leered 
and hurled vengeful epithets. they indeed appeared to be devoured 
by theu very will to wreak a hate-filled form of justice. 

'The photo on page 5 of jennifer Hames. a pacifist in Colorado, 
reports an act of trespassmg at Rockwell International that resulted 
m a pnson sentence. jenmfer stands as one unwilling to be con­
sumed by our government's perspective on national defense. Sa~d 
Haines "Our entire nuclear weapons system suggests that God IS 
not strong enough to be our strength." 

·A strong statement of a South African religious leader on page 
3 rebukes the argument that "sanctions most hurt those. they are 
.ntendcd to benefit. ' According to Mr. Chikane, such a VleW 1tself 
fectls the system o! apartheid and preys upon the very persons 11 
purports to protect 

And perhaps no story m thts weeks MCA h1ghlights the threat 
to humankind posed by our own relentless desue to be secure more 
than Mel West B thoughts on th1s page. While our technology has 
afforded many Americans a level of creature comfort and conve· 
ruencc unparolleled m human lustory. we are now beginning to 
become mcroasmgly awmc of the dangerous consequences of our 
Jet propelled, plastic •,•:rapped, throw-away standard of living . Mel 
calls us to re-think some of our usual ways. 

So docs Worldwatch lnsututo based m Washington D.C .. that 
recently issued then annua~ report. It characterized 1988 as a year 
of euvuonmental detenorauon and ;.uged thotm~mediate steps b~ 

lc 
1 

ako tho 1990 s a turn mound decade The good news, 
na'>len ~~er Brown. pre 1der:l ol Worldwatch, · '15 that more people 

, nvo ved m tho If ., " ave the planet ' Tho -:lbenng 
: ws 

18 
7 

0 
~nco tag t}:>al Worldwatc protects !or ellorts to enhance 

Janel s !cod supply. cu• pop ation growth, expand the worlds 
tlh I> d nv rl to non pollul!,g energy sources $46 b1ll!on by 
'lrct!IB an • ., h 2 0 'l'lO n 1 SJ')( blU1on a year by 1 c year 00 

ln liB Jrst edttlon o! the new year Tune"'!agazme also callc?, 
enVITonmonl by nammg the Endangered Earth 

att~ntJon to ~h~ year mstead o! the usual man or woman Their 
as Planet o e. 'fhts yoar tho earth spoke lilce God warrung Noah 

ad tory notod esaagc was loud and clear and suddenly peo· 
..,! •'1 delugo Its m to ponder what portents that message held , 
~· IX"ljan to llaton. the dangers of toXIC' waste. ozone depletion 

All r s..,mmarizjng ·~ and killer weather Time charted tho 
tl1::app or ng ra•n ~vLhzouon .8 aH!Iudc:; about tho natural world 

vol J' -:m ol wo tom von low marks. The lorn1har 
1 h ;,~d , {..hn uan trad!~0~:.'~t~nd multiply and ropleruah the 
pa agelrom Gone 18 e dominion · · was Cited as con 

1rth and subdue and h~vok • Thus the opread o! Chnsliamty, 
1111:: 1t g to deatrucUv .,~ 00d 1., have paved tho way lor the 

(J nerally on r says Tum: may at th same time 
I I h 0 

1
i:7, w<111tc , oxplo ::~tian o1 na'Ure that often 

P::fo call lor a ~~ ommllrncnt to halt 
1 u 11 L:n tho hur te> ploy 

1 u n to or r mental probl< 
1 mnd rselv t:rnd tho 

1u hrJP of G n 
by I I 

p 
r d" !:1 un 

:i i 

K V 

THE NATURAL WORLD 
" All creation is the Lord's and we are responsible for the ways in which 'We 
and abuse it. Water, air, soil, minerals, energy resources, plants, animal life 
space are to be valued and conserved because they are God's creation and not'< 
Jy because they are useful to human beings. Therefore, we repent 01 • 
devastation of the physical and nonhuman world. Further, we recognize the reallc: 
siblllty of the church toward lifestyle and systemic changes In society that 'Will !):; 
mote a more ecologoically just world and a better quality of life for all creal 

The Social PnnCiple• c 70 

From out in the field 
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V~IE_W_P_OI_NT _________________ II 
bother <?.n[lon 1 

At lunch with Dr. Ben 
GROVENOR GRIMES 
WtCA Con!nbutmg Ed•tor 

One of the real pleasures of my life is 
to have the opportunity to converse with 
Dr BenJamin Holme, dean of the Detroit 
Annual Conference clergy, former pastor, 
d1stnct supenntendent, program executive, 
counselor and friend to a multitude of 
United Methodists. Recently, I lunched 
with Dr. Ben, this 95-year-old-going-on-60, 
aniiCipatmg one of our usual far-ranging 
d1scuss1ons. In fact, I was teasing h im that 
when my w1fe and I called on him during 
the holidays, he was listening to a 
transcnption of Caesar's "Gallic Wars," 
probably the only person in Detroit so 
engaged at that time. But I could see that 
he had a more serious pursuit in our con­
versation this day. 

" I'M MOST DISTU RBED by what I see 
IS a lack of action in the United Methodist 
Church in dealing with the issues." He 
liCked them off: "We have the problem of 
AIDS. We have the drug problem, wh1ch 
we don't seem to know what to do with. It 
(lhe drug problem) involves the teen-agers 
in the use and distribution of drugs. We 
have issues of abortion and teen-age 
pregnancies. All of these are related to 
lam11y life. Where do we learn to be aware 
of and avoid these problems? In the 
secular world. of course, but in the family 
and 1n the church," and adding paren­
thetically, "and we ought to have it m 
education 
Why not?" he asked, "Why shouldn't the 

church make this its top priority?" 
Dr. Ben grew senous. "The UMed 

Melhodist Church has its greatest oppor­
tun~y m decades, but it refuses to face the 
ISSUes." 

' But Ben ," 1 objected, "that isn't true. 
look at the number of these same issues 
brought up at annual conferences and at 
General Conference." 

That's JUst the pomt. The 1ssues are 
blought up. referred to committees, pass­
ed, 'lleetmg are held, papers are written , 
lallcl aro g1ven and nobody does anyth1ng. 
Wlty doesn't somebody abolish meet­
lllg ?" (A favorite 1dea of h1s.) 

Sensmg an openmg, I pressed Dr. Ben 
lor an example. He looked at me sharply, 
but because he 1s almost blind. it was 
~~'ore a piercing took at me mentally than 
Plr!lteally 

Tho rnost 1mportant issue before the 
Churr:h today 1S the problem of the family, 
r8llormg fam1ty values, do1ng something 
lbou: cantermg moral teaching back mto 
lho l.lmlly. We need to build up sell-esteem 

and sell-discipline in the family. Many of 
the problems we are speaking about are 
the results of not exercising self­
diSCipline." He warmed to the challenge. 
"Show me where the United Methodist 
Church has sa1d: This IS our greatest 
challenge. to restore the American family 
to Importance. to g1ve 11 real meaning in 
our life!" 

"But this is JUSt one of many important 
issues facing us, like rac1al inJustice. apart­
heid, disease. . . poverty. Aren't these 
important?" I protested. 

"Certainly, but if the family is destroyed 
because of our own neglect, it may not 
matter how concerned we are over some 
of these 1ssues in isolation, or what is 
worse, to be preoccupied w1th great global 
concerns, like apartheid, or the green­
house effect" 

BUT I STILL ObJected. "Ben, you can't 
sit there ~nd tell me the United Methodist 
Church IS not dmng something about 
it about family life." 

"Yes, I_ know they are_ do1ng something 
built 1s ntualist1c, rote. lip-service All th 
do is talk about it." · ey 

After a pause ~hile he collected h 
thoughts, he continued. "We live •n '! 
secular soc1ety, _but we are not givin th 
ch1ldren the1r hrst and most i g e 
lessons tn morality, what the diff;;'Portant 
between nght and wrong. How renee IS 
complain that adults have no re can we 
moral concepts, when we ha gard for 
eth1cal scandals mvolving our tea~e great 
When we are neglecting the tra1n · ers 
children?" mg of the 

" How can we do this h 
M1ch1gan?" 1 asked. ere 1n 

"We need to establish a purpose 8 
crusade With a M1ch1gan Area Cen.ter 
where we can tra1n those who can work 
w1th fam11ies. where they, families and 
workers alike, can experience the f81lh that 
comes from a religious expenence hke that 
of Wesley, and can understand the reason­
See OR. BEN, page 16 

MICHIGAN VOICES 
As we continue our lenten 

pllgnmage for 1989, the topiC for tho 
month of March IS. What scnpturo of. 
lers hope ~ for you, for tho church. 
or for the world 

Send your thoughts 50 to 75 
words plus a photo to 3t6 
Spnngbrook . Adrlon. M1 4922' 

MICHIGAN VOICES Is t he UMC d~lng enoug h 
- t o com bat rac1sm? 

Olga Tafolla 
Member 
Battle Creek FUMC 

I believe that the general 
church 1s dmng a good JOb 
m trymg to bring an 
awareness of the conttnUing 
struggle of racism among 
Christian people However, 
response from the con­
ference. d1stnct. and local 
church has not even begun I 
The hard reality IS that peo­
ple at the local level are not 
ready to confront this Issue! 
B1shop Woodie White puts 
1t very plamly. "It hasn't hap­
pened until 11 happens 1n 
the local church ," The bad 
news 1s that inclusiveness 
at the lOCal level 1S ml, 
because as Bishop White 
states." sadly, eleven 
o'clOCk Sunday morning IS 
sttll the most segregated 
hour of the week." And so. 
my fnends 1n Christ, the 
challenge is s1111 here for 
each of us. because racism 
1s stoll, "The church's un­
finished agenda." 

Jeanette Bartz 
New Boston, Ml 

The resurgence of overt 
raciSt and anh-sem1I1C acts 
'" society tells us thai 
rac1sm 1s st1ll a very real part 
of our hves, and probably no 
1nstitut1on will be domg 
enough to fight 1t unhl 
rac1sm disappears The 
great amount of attent1on 
that the Untied MethodiSt 
Church has g1ven to th1s 
1ssue has helped our 
understanding of its 
devastatmg effects and 
quahhtes w1thm ourselves 
wh1ch allow rac1sm to con­
tinue unchecked But 1n the 
church, as well as in socie­
ty. we are made of In­
dividuals whose tearnmgs 
and attotudes must result in 
changed behavoor. When 
we look at hsts of commit­
tee members, we see 
representative members 
from venous ethmc or racial 
groups: but when we 
observe the comm1ttees at 
work , partiCipatiOn IS 
somet1mes lacktng t M not 
sure of the reason for that. 
but we cannot pretend that 
the churcll ~as dono ns part 
ond s mply movo on to 
some other 1ssue 

Detroit: an arena for 
cooperative ministry 
DAVID T STRONG 
t.IC.\0.. w -ng E<fllol 

Martha Moore 
Trinity UMC 
Grand Rapids. Ml 

Whether we are domg 
enough as a church to fight 
rac1sm IS first an ind1v1dual , 
then a group questiOn In 
my expenence, each of us 
d1scnmmates because we 
fear difference and 
vulnerability. We each need 
to confess our brokeness to 
ourselves. to others. and to 
God, and rece1ve healing 
and forg1vaness. We need 
to choose to be anti­
racist. Only then can we as 
a church hope to confront 
and change the tnst1tutlonal 
diSCrtmmatoon we wotness. 
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The "comfortable church" is not where you will find Christ 
MICHAEL 0' CALLAGHAN 
~ Alogwl Fn< llapc.l CllCICh 

In my occupat1on as a family practrce 
dentrst, I am able to talk wrth many drf­
ferent people each week. I know these 
people to varyrng degrees. and when 
possrble. brong up matters related to the 
Chnstian farth. 

Many of the patients wrth whom I chat 
are regularly attendrng church members 
Some make 11 plarn that they are not rn· 
terested rn d1scussrng "prrvate. personal" 
matters of farth. I comply w1lh the~r desrres 
and lrmrt my cha1rsrde banter to such 
topics as the weather 

Other pat rents 1ncfude professrng Chrrs­
t,ans who are wlllrng to drscuss sp~rllual 
matters. The1r responses range from a 
drstressed tolerance of the toprc to a live· 
ly excrtement as they readoly engage tn 
mutually edofyong conversation that 
revolves around our common bond to the 
Ore Trrune God 

AS WOULD BE expected, these patrents 
come from a vanety of local Chrrstlan 
churches One quest1on that I like to ask 
on occasror dunng such a d1scussron rs, 
Why do you go to your church, as oppos· 

ed to another Chrrsl!an church?' Some 
peoples a11swer revolves around doctnne, 

while others report that they were rarsed 
rn their church or crte its proximrty to their 
home. 

But the answer that intrigues me rs the 
most frequent response I hear: "because 
we are comfortable there." As I was 
ponderrng thrs answer I decided to look up 
the meaning of the word "comfortable" rn 
my drctronary. 

A definrtron for comfortable was "afford· 
rng pleasurable ease." I looked up "ease." 
It was defined in the same source as 
''freedom from diffrculty. great effort, or 
hard work" 

Certarnly people may mean drfferent 
thrngs when they say that they go to XYZ 
Chrrst1an Church because 1t IS "comfor­
table.. Additionally, believers 1n Christ 
should derrve comfort. support and en­
couragement from rnvolvement rn !herr 
local church body. 

Yet, rt does strike me as srgnif1cant. 
reveahng. and sadly true that many pea· 
pie attend therr local church because it rs 
"comforlable" - meamng: "affording 
pleasurable freedom from drfhculty. great 
effort, or hard work." 

THE PROBLEM WITH thrs v1ew rs that 
it s not God's v1ew Jesus Chrrst never told 
h1s followers and hrs drsciples that becom· 
rng a Chnstran would yreld such a worldly 

MEZUZAH HUNG IN CELEBRATION 
MOSCOW Commemorating tho opening of Moacow's liMit government-recognized 
Jewllh communuy oentor Fob. t3 World Jewish Congroao vlce·prealdent lsi lelbter 
nlfluaa rnezuzeh to the doora. A mezuzeh lu o email parchment scroll lnacrlbed with 
Deut 8:4·0 and tt 13·21 and tho name Shaddol that Ia placed In a cue ond tlxed to 
tho doorpoal 11 1 1lan and reminder or their !olth. ~n p/JOfOIW'odo H<-ri?J ............. 

- - --~·-~ - --

Church or mission station? 
WAvu a R 

W£ 

AY 

sort of "comfort." Instead, our lord told the 
crowds that followed Him that "From the 
days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven has been forcefully ad­
vancing, and forceful men lay hold of it." 
(Matt. 11:12, NIV) 

I suggest that the widespread view of 
the "comfortable church" clashes with 
Christ's view: 

"If anyone would come after me, he must 
derry himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. For whoever wants to save 
his life will lose It, but whoever loses his life 
for me will save it." (Luke 9:23,24 NIVJ 

The motrvation of an individual who 
seeks out a "comfortable church" is likely 
to be one of self-gratification, self­
fulfillment. and self-satisfaction. The power 
source dnvrng that motive is likely to be 
therr own frmte natural resources of in­
rtiatrve and willpower. 

CONTRASTED WITH this is the Chris­
Iran who seeks a church not JUSt to get, but 
to also grve back. This believer seeks a 
church that will not only be encouraging, 
but to be an encouragement to others. He 
or she seeks a local assembly where they 
can serve God usrng the many resources, 
grits, and talents that God gives to each 
of us. Thrs person does not go to church 
merely to be "fed" but is looking for ways 

to "exercise" or apply that knowrec~ 
This believer seeks a local fell<7>'~ 

that will challenge and stretch them ~ 
posed to one where there is a bhna • 
and an idle ease. This belle"' 
motivated by an overwhelming des 
bring glory to their great, ~aje~trc. ye· 
sonal and loving God. Thrs believer s 
desiring to see souls saved throu: 
trusting, vital faith in Jesus Chrrst as· 
and Saviour. Lastly, this believer has 3' 

or her power source not only "­
abilities, but the supernatural resour.:-. 
God- the infinite power of the rndwe 
Holy Spirit! 

Let us all re-evaluate who we ?"f 
Christ, why we go to church, and"~·· 
farth really means. Are we seekrng ou · 
comfort before the accomphshme­
God's will in our own lives? Are we ~ 
ly involved in the external, futrle IIBPI= 
of a religious system or do we ac 
know God and receive His power 'o• 
ing the abundant life? Let us be jolteo 
of our complacency' .. 

Let us not seek frrst what rs ex­
table;" instead let us seek f11S1 
kingdom and His righteousness - ·:­
glory of God. Then and only then "· 
begin to even grasp what real comfo•· 
peace. and meaning of life can be 

Journeys 
-William K. Quick 
Director of Evangelrsm, Detroit Cont. 
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Albion District hosts UMCOR's 
50th anniversary kick-off 
ESTHER B ROWN 
Hunger Coorchnator. WMC 

s!r. Norma Kehrberg, Associate General 
t retary of the United Methodist Commit· 
~ ~n Relief, spoke at the Albion District 

011 
n erence on Feb. 5, to highlight the kick· 

UMOCI the 50th Anniversary Celebration of 
OR on 1990. 

In · 
Browmtroducing the celebratoon, Esther 
H n. chaorperson of the Conference 
stunger Committee, told how UMCOR was 
Bo~~ed At the 1940 General Conference. 

111 
°P Herbert Welch came to his feet and 

5 
ade a motoon calling for a "voice of con­

Mcoence among a people called 
ethodists." In approxomately three 

~onutes, the Methodost Committee on 
Mverseas Rehel (now called United 
W~hodist Commottee on Relief) was born! 
a en Boshop Welch doed in 1967, at the 
c ge of 106. UMCOR had work in 12 
ountroes. 

co Now UMCOR has work on about 80 
Whuntroes. helping to bring relief to those 

0
; have dosasters, working through self· 

hel elopment programs to help people 

01 P themselves, and continuing the work 
tllo'esettlement and self-help work with 

se called refugees. 

~~ CELEBRATION OF the 50th Anniver­
eo ry of UMCOR, Esther Brown announc­
H two goals comong from the Conference 
to unger Committee. One is to recommend 

the Annual Conference In 1989 that we 
~the goal for World Hunger at $1 milloon 
~~~rs, or $12.00 per member for 1990. In 
St · we raised JUSt under $900,000 or 
h 044 per member The second goal is to 
~ve avery church takong the One Great 
1.1 ur of Sharong offering Every Unoted 

ethodost should be given the opportuno­
~ respond on thos outreach of love to 

Pie worldwode. 
A borthday cake was brought forward on 

Cefebratoon of 50 years of "Love on Actoon" 
~Joined together on singing 'Happy Borth-

ayto UMCOR" 
lop l(ehfberg 's presentation was on the 
fo. It, 'Love In Actoon," whoch os the theme 
l~ llle whole anmversary celebrauon 
~low 'Oughout her talk, Kehrberg showed 
lh lJMCOR puts our love onto actoon 

roughout the world . Some recent ex· 
~Plea were the relief. channeled through 
becurch World Servoce. to Bangladesh 
e.tr auso of the floods. to the Armenoan 
~ tthquake voctoms, and to those affected 

01 he Laton Amerocan countries because 
liurrlcane Golbert 

0 
Others noted were the health care pro­

~~s. eapecoatly relatong to choldren. ''Let 
;-'IIJ(Iren Live." the new UMCOA vodootape 
~~uy released, os avaolable to show how 

ommunozations, growth monitoring and the 
oral rehydration programs are savong 
literally thousands of children's loves. 

For instance. the Oral Rehydratoon· 
Program is one of the most important 
medicaltechnocal advances of the century. 
Diarrhea, which causes dehydratoon, is 
one of the common causes of choldhood 
deaths. This can be prevented by teachong 
oral rehydration. It just takes two glasses 
of boiled water, a pinch of salt. a pinch of 
soda and a fistful of sugar The soda can 
be left out, if not available. and ot will work! 

ANOTHER HIGHLIGHT of the after­
noon was the presentation of the first 
celebration T-shirt to Norma Kehrberg by 
Esther Brown. goven by the conference 
Hunger Committee Also, a T-shirt was 
presented to Eldon Eldred, dostroct 
superintendent of the Alboon Dostroct. by 
Rev. Eugene Baughan and Carne Morton, 
hunger co-coordonators of the Albion 
Oostroct. T-shorts can be purchased from 
any dostrict hunger coordonator or Esther 
Brown. 

Thos is JUSt the begonning of materoals 
that will be available to all of us to help with 
the celebrations in our churches, distrocts 
and at Annual Conference. A catalogue of 
materoals will be ready later this spring, 
and we woll have materoals at the 1989 An­
nual Conference. It will be a time of 
celebrating the work of UMCOR, but also 
a time to rededocate ourselves to the con· 
tinued work of blending our faith and 
works. and putting them into action 
through our United Methodist Committee 
on Reloef. 

UMCOR 

~ 
,.. 

•• II 

CELEBRATING 
50 YEARS IN MISSION 
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A new UMCOR videotape, "let Children Live," tells the story of programs that are saving 
thousands of young lives. The oral rehydration program uses these simple Ingredients 
to restore children to health. 

United Methodist and Catholic 
hospitals move toward consolidation 
KAY LUKINS 
MC!\ Ed1t!lf 

KALAMAZOO (MCA) - Bronson 
Methodost Hospotal, here. is on Its 69th year 
of joint servoce and momstry woth the West 
Mochogan Conference The hospttal os a 
subsidoary of the Bronson Healthcare 
Group, Inc., a non-profit holdong company. 
For the past t2 months talks have been 
underway toward possoble consolidation of 
Bronson and the Roman Catholic hospotal 
on Kalamazoo. 

In December of 1987 Bronson 
Healthcare Group and Borgess Health 
Alliance (affoilated woth the Sosters of St. 
Joseph) formed the "Forst Health Develop­
ment Corporatoon" on order to begon efforts 
to guode the futures of both health care 
prov1ders 

In May of last year a consultong linn, 
Booz. Allen and Hamollon began work 
wrth the nov. corporation. 

ltV' MID.-..&e I~ f c:Jrrg both 
orgnnozatoons had ooen studoed Tho cur­
rent ond potential future onv1ronmont of 
reaoth care'' on southwest Mochlgan on­
docnted that a mator consolidation of the 
two orgamzatoons was a dlrecuon for fur­
thor exploratoon 

A memorandum of understanding was 
sogned and doscussoons were onollated 
around the matter of combonong the 
resources of Borgess and Bronson on 
order to "create the leadong health 
resource center for southwest Moe hogan." 

Russell P Kneen. then chaorman and 
chief executive officer of Bronson 
Healthcare Group, saod, "The result 
should be Improved centers of excellence 
for the people of southwest Mochigan and 
sognohcant cost savongs for resodents and 
our mat or employers." Knaen IS a member 
of First Unoted Mathodost Church of 
Kalamazoo 

The memorandum of understandong 
stated the Importance to 

•pu:-sue tl'e ongomg rehgoous mosslo:'ls 
of the hospotals to their greatest extent 
and 

·maontaon or e11hance the hospitals' 
long-term hnanc!BI ability to adhere to theor 
bn~ c V11UP" nd rno~~oon 

TASK FORCES WERE formed ond 
bega work September of 1988 oroand 
lour key ·o3S •eglonal haafthcaro 
dolrve~ c meal certors ol excellence cost 
management 011~ nol' llospltnl bus ness 
See HOSPITAL, p1ge 12 

EPISCOPALIAN TO HEAD METHODIST SCHOOL 

HYMNAL SALES PASS TWO MILLION MARK 

"A t< I l 
tl 
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Study of ministry continues for a second quadrennium 
THOMAS S. McANALLY 
U""~·~d l,.le··~ • .,..... s.rw-:e 

TULSA, OK - What IS broken and what 
should be hxed are still ma,or concerns 
of a contlnumg comm1ttee studymg 
mmlstry 'n the Umted Method1st Church. 

Dunngthe 1985-88 quadrenmum. some 
cnhcs sa1d to the group: " If 11 a1n·t broke 
don't f1x 11." 

Therefore. the 35-member committee 
meeting Feb. 10·12 developed plans to 
assure early and continual dialogue w1th 
groups that have urgent concerns about 
ministry. These Include the Council ol 
Bishops. conference boards of d1aconal 
and ordatned mmistry. and lay groups. 

UNDER LEADERSHIP of Ruth 
Daugherty, West Chester, PA. the commit· 
tee agreed to focus f1rst on a mandate to 
evaluate effect1veness of structures for 
mm1stry wlthm the denommahon. w1th 
spec1al attent1on to present and future miS-
610n, out of whiCh m1mstry flows. Daugher­
ty IS begmmng a second quadrenmum as 
comm1ttee chairperson 

W1th 15 new 'Tlembers, the group spent 
ts 1 rst regular meeting 1Dent1fy,ng 1ssues 
and resources and developing a t1mehne 
for 1\s work Issues were grouped 1n e·ght 
categories evaluation and effect1veness. 
miSSIOn of the church, m1mstry of all ChriS­
t ans ordermg mlmstry ortlenrg 1fe of the 
churc'l. del1mhons. polity, and tust1ce and 
support 

Pnmonly because of 11me e.nd oudget 
restra1nts, members decldod agn,rst a pro­
cess used 1n the '985·88 quadrenmum 1n· 
vo1v '19 anrual conference GREAT 

A R THE 

(generative. reflective. educational and 
theologrcal) groups that responded 
regularly to working papers from the 
committee. 

Delegates to the 1988 General Con· 
ference rece1ved a progress report from 
the comm1ttee and a response from the 
Council of Bishops. A wide range of rssues 
and questions ra1sed by the bishops IS on 
the comm1ttee docket , including con· 
terence membership, how diakoma (ser­
VICe) m1mstry 1s expressed. clericalism in 
the church, how "off1ces" and "orders" 
relate to the " call" to dJscrpleshlp and 

serv1ce, and needs and inequities of the 
itmerant system. 

The committee was also asked to give 
special attention to continuance or discon· 
tinuance of "guaranteed appointment" of 
clergy. The 1988 report contained no pro­
posals for changes in church law or poli­
ty. but aff~rmed the concept of a perma­
nent diaconate and assured delegates that 
the concept is open to further exploration 
m the 1989·92 quadrennium. 

DAUGHERTY PRAISED the know­
ledge. experience and skills within 

the membership of the new committee 
said the members are strongly com..., 
to dialogue. She also stressed the re 
ship of mission and ministry. -

" Effectiveness cannot be eva 
apart from the mission of the church~ 
said. " We will look at the future as ll'ot> 
the past (and) must ask what structu"e> 
ministry will be needed for the cht.Jrc 
fulfill its mission in the year 2000 
beyond." 

Five bishops serve on the study co.­
tee. Bishop Bruce Blake Dallas . 5 
chairperson . ' 

UMs stress quality of life for the aging 
ALICE M. SMITH 
U~Od t.A• hOd st News SO<VIr9 

ATLANTA- lmprov1ng the quality of life 
for older adults. and the likely role of the 
focal church as the agent to do so. em erg· 
ed Dunng an orgamz1ng meetmg here Feb. 
4-5 as two m8jor goals to be pursued dur­
mg the next tour years of a denomJnatJon· 
w1de Unoted MethodiSt comm1ttee. 

Members of the AdvJsory/Coordlnatmg 
Comm1ttee on Older Adult M1mstnes 
agreed the emphasos on meanong In hie 
1S a departure from the emphasis on 
·rramtenance of life" that has heretofore 

been the churchs pr mary stance toward 
older adults. 

The church should lead 1n countenng 
society's present assumption that ··ag1ng 
s bad (and) the only thmg you have to looK 
forward to 1s a nursmg home.· sa1d Trudie 
Prec1phs of the General Council on 
Mm1S: 1es She sa1d the ag,ng process 

should be "an exciting lime m one's li fe." ture for a local church o lder adult 
Preciphs 1s the staff person assigned to that 1s uniform throughout the depr 
the comm1ttee. by .the United Methodist lion. and is designed for and run ~o-
program coordmatmg counc1l. adults. • 

PRECIPHS SAID 1ssues about mam· Committee members agreed to Oe-. 
tenance. wh1ch deal with housmg and a ~lbhograFhy of personal_. print~ 
health care. cannot be taken lightly. Ex- ~~u~~~ISU~hresouhrces ava1lable to 
tended life spans move concern beyond es roug general and 
1llness to " making. their lives the best ch,~c~dagencJes. A manual for m 1n 
possible and changmg the psychofog1cal ~eo~o er ~dults-Jncluding b1bl ~a 
concept related to agmg in a more pos111ve 1 J'ca statements-was 
way," she added. P ann 

The comm1ttee on older adult mmrstnes THE NEED FOR a churchwJde 
was authorized by the 9.1 m1llion-member dmated program for older adults 
denommat1on's 1988 General Conference the local church and In a ell. 
to oversee older adult concerns. ferences. sa1d Bert Pruess-Jo~nual 

A number of Un1ted Methodist-related TX. who was elected ch · es. 
retirement homes and nursmg facilities tor comm1ttee. aJrperso,., 0 
the agmg are available. However. only Committee members 
about 20 percent of the church's older responsibilities lor the agreed tha1 
adult constituency will live 1n the facilities not 1n creat1ng pro r next four 
or take advantage of their commun1ty- vocacy and coordin,i\,~ms but If'\ 
based programs. Thomas Robb of the Na- set by the committee g role. Other 
t1onallntertauh Coalit1on on Agmg told the 1n serv1ces now oflere~e ldentJty,t'l 
comm111ee. The church must serve the the church. ensunng th to older aa~ 
other 80 percent 1n other ways. Robb has a global d1mens10 e comm1tt% '-' 
added all ethn1c groups n and IS 1 

An el"phas1s on quality of life. the com· tergenerallOnaf pr~~:~~ encou 
mltteo said. mcludes ol'ering opponunoties younger persons ab s to help 
for lifelong learnong expenonces. tn addi· In add1toon to Pru~ut grow1n 

1
,
00 10 purely recrontoonol and te1sure-t'iPe ficers elocted by 111

5
S·Jof'les 9 

mmiS!nes currently offereD by many cliur- Eleanor Richardson 0 <:oll1,.,;1 
ches and encourag1ng older adults louse cha11person and he~d ecafOr It 
!half '!alerts for mJnJstry. Robb sa1d older lions and publications of the Pubf\ 
adults mal<e up most of the nat1on's Hager. Nicholasville KYcomm1110 ~ 
volunteers. James Hardcastle, Dov • secreta~ 

The comm1ttee w1l. recommend a struc- and top fmanciaf Office~r. DE., trQ 
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African Methodist Episcopal) Church, 218 E. Franklin St. , 
The Community A.M.E

8
·
1 
( k church in Jackson. Established in 1865, It Is pastored 

Is the home of the first ac 
oday by the Rev. A.L. Weathers. 

Which way to the promised land? 
above corporate. greed will liberate us. Dr. 
Marttn Luther K10g Jr was nght when he 
satd, "Histoncally, capitalism fatled to 
d1scern the truth 10 collective enterpnse 
and Mamsm fatled to see the truth 10 tn­
divtdual ent.erpnse Nineteeth-century 
capttailsm fatted to appreciate that life is 
soctal, andMan<~sm failed, and shll fails 
to see that life 1s tndtvtdual and soci 1 Th • 
K10gdom of God 1s netther the thest~ ~f In~ 
dtvldual enterpnse nor the anhthests of 
collecwe enterpnse, but a synthests h h 
reconctles the truth of both." w tC 

The K10gdom of God challenges our tn­
dtvtdual and corporate avance It 
powerbrokers, policies and s.trucot nfronts 

bo · cures to bnng a ut soctal and economtc . 
I I k th J . . Justice 
t a es e ubtlee prmciples of land 

redtstrl utlon .and justtce 10 '"" poor 
senously. God s k10gdom 1s an egahta11an 
soctety based on love and Justtce 

Our progress to the promtsed land rs 
conhngent on our response to God's rergn 
rn our hves. Justice IS posstble by the 
grace of God and the obodtence of 
humantty Therefore wo will get to the pro­
mtsed land when we "do JUStice, love ner­
cy, and walk humbly with our Goo" We wtll 
get there when we "feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked. gtve water to tho th11sty, 
take 10 the homeless." we wtll get there 
when we pray "Thy Kmgdom como GOld 
thy wtll be done on eartt> as 11 rs tn 
heaven " 
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The A.M.E. Church, a 
spirit-filled heritage 
SALLY SHAW 
MCA Correspondent 

(MCA) - A few evemngs ago, I went to 
a Bible study class at the Commumty 
African Methodtst Episcopal (A.M.E.) 
Church here in Jackson. I went because 
February 1S Black History Month. I wanted 
to find out more about the his1ory of the 
black church and specifically the Afncan 
Methodist Eptscopal Church m Amenca. 

1 was welcomed and given the informa­
tion 1 was lookmg for. I also found the 
bless1ng of the Holy Spirit filling hearts 
with praise and gladness. Chns!lan hands 
reaching for mme, and an expenence of 
unity in Christ. 

We began a btl after seven. The ~lass 
leader, the Rev. Lillian Archtbald. dtdn t say 
we were begtnmng. but at a lull in the 
vislhng. at an appropnate pause. she 
began to sing quietly almost as tf to 
herself, "Bless me now. my gentle Savtor, 
hear my humble cry . while on others 
Thou art calltng. do not pass me by." 

Everyone began to pay attentton and 
one by one. we JOined tn. Our blended 
votces seemed a beckomng to commu­
nton. We boweo our heads, and closed our 
eyes we became calm, relaxed and 
centered . There was no hurrymg Ar· 
chtbald led on and we followed, ·sav1or, 
Savtor. hear my humble cry • " 

Then as the s1ngtng slowed and we 
hummed. Mrs Calhoun. the woman who 
first greeted me when I amved at the 
church. started praytng out loud. Though 
her votce was soft and gentle. we heard 
above our croontng. She thanked God and 
asked Hts blessmg on our study and or 
the SICk and gnevmg She prayed about 
a lot olthmgs that I mtssed because I was 
so engrossed and lost tn wonder 

THE COMMUNITY A.M.E. Church ts 
the mother black church tn Jackson. It was 
established Oct 20, 1865. with 15 
members In 1881. when tha congrt"QR' on 
gre" to 31 , the present church home waD 
purchased. Today. under !he lovmg ond 
capabla teadershtp of the Rev A l 
Weathers, the church has approxtmately 
250 members and a strong. acttve 
mmtstry 

The Jackson congrogouon and tho 
larger A M 1: church has 1ts taproots In tt>o 
stave churoh of early Amenca. Rtchard 
Allon, liS founder and first btshop. was 
born a slave to Bonromtn Chew on Feb 14 
1760 at Phtladolphln Allen wns bornod 
tnto" the believers of hiD first church tho 
lnvrs blo slave ct>urc"' ond years at or IOtn· 
od htmsolf to tho Mcthodtst Sc toty of 
John Wosley 

Aftor hiS convor.:ton, Allon bognn to 
proact> oM load sorvtcos tor othor stnves 
Ho Is c; odl!od w th c-onvortmg h. mo : 
and Ialor pur h ng fro dom for OJ :-1 oil 
nnd hiS brother 

Allon wo m ottondnnce> nt tho 
Chrts1rras ( ~Iorenc 1 of tho M 11 
~~ copnl C 1u ci-t t B It mor tn t/8~ fle­
c:.:mllng to Andr w Whltoa Know 'tbr. 

Church Manual, Allen felt that Methodism 
with Its emphasis upon a plain and stm· 
pie gospel and Its orderly system of rules 
was what those of African descent need· 
ed to make progress and to worshtp God 
freely. The anti-slavery positton of 
Methodism brought hope to Black people. 

IN APRIL 1787, a group of members of 
StGeorge's M.E. church formed the Free 
African Soctety. However. by November 
1787 the momentum for the liberation of 
slaves slowed and dlscnmtna!IOn worsen­
ed w1th1n St. George's. Allen pleaded with 
those stilltn slavery to not lose hope. but 
to trust in God and to believe that He wtll 
make a way for them 

Allen ts recorded as saytng. ''We who 
know how bitter the cup is of whtch the 
slave hath to drink, oh, how we ought to 
feel for those who yet remam tn bondage" 
Continu10g discnmmahon and injustice 
made it necessary for Allen. Absalom 
Jones and others to walk out of a Sunday 
worshtp service at St. George's 1n protest. 
The decisive act is the porn! where many 
African Methodists mark thetr begtnmngs. 

In 1793, Allen and other "outcasts,' as 
they called themselves. sent In thetr 
reslgnattons to the Methodtst Soctety 
Allen purchased an old blacksmtth shop 
to be used for the Afncans' MethOdist 
Meeting House and moved It to the cor­
ner of Stxth and Lombard m Phtladelphla. 
When the house was ready for use It was 
named Bethel from Genests 28, and 
Btshop Francts Asbury accepted the lnvlla­
tion to dedtcate 11 for worshtp 

In 1799 Bishop Asbury ordatned Allen ns 
a deacon and " 1816 the Alrtcan 
Methodt51 Episcopal Church was o' tclal­
ly orgamzed In that same year the hrst 
A.M E Genera. Conference was held 

Rtchard Allen could not have done hts 
work Without the help of others. The 
A M E. Church gtves hts wile, Sarah Allen, 
a noble place in the11 htstory She and 
Rtch rd were marr Od n Old St Ooo s 
and parented s M ct>tldron In addtl on to 
bemg a remarkable wlte and devoted 
mother, w'le IS Clodtled Wtlh being the 
churchs fm: woman mtsstonory 

Her begmmng project was to look eflor 
the physiCal co:'ldttlon of tho preachers 
whom hor t>usband sont out to tho hold 
Sarah organtzOd tho woMan of the ch~< 11 
to f'lttnd tr r clotnos and prov do hot 
nounshlng mea s w"' ' thov cam to 
rrnKe reports Sarar Aliol' rs revorod as 
tho Mc.l'IO c. Atm:on Method m 
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Clark Home Provides Guidelines on Residential Living 
A Mother/Daughter Perspective 

Mrs. Florence Ewer chuckles 
when friends ask what it's like at 
Clark Home. 

'I don't have to gel meals and 
wash dishes. I don't have the worry 
o! the trailer and whether the pipes 
will freeze It was always a constant 
worry m the winter,' she tells them. 
"Down nere I got independent of all 
that and paying utility bills." 

She !o.J(eS the 'freedom you have 
at Clark Home to come and go as 
yo'-l please as long as you let 
someone know. · 

An uclJve woman who will be 90 
m Matt' h. she had a garden and fre­
quently went out lor a walk last 
summer before she moved to Clark 
Home And she still gets around. 
She spent a week with her daughter 
Jeanne Temple over the holidays 
and another wa•h her son in Florida 

Oil to Florida: Reaidont Mra. 
Ewer loa ... a with bor daughter. M111. 
I -nne Temple aa they embark on a 
lrlp lo norldo Mn. E-r 1 one of tho 
n Nor mombers of t'lark Home • 
Rollremont Rcaldenco. 

The family fa rm is in Elsie whe re 
Mrs. Ewer lived in a trailer next to 
what is now jeanne's home. The two 
residences were connected by an 
inte rcom. 
But when her late son-in ·law 
became seriously ill. Mrs. Ewer did 
not want to be an added burden. 
That's when she decided to move to 
Clark Home. 

"I talked to my children and 
grandchildren about getting a place 
for me at Clark Home. I wanted to 
make the decisaon while I knew 
what I was talking about." 

"My mother did her own deciding 
and we supported her decision," 
adds Jeanne. "She was in control 
and still is." 

Nevertheless, the transition to 
residential living can be scary. Mac;;. 
Ewer says. The best thing to do as 
get mvolved and bring with you 
favorite pieces of furniture and pe r­
sonal belongings !rom your old 
home 

It ts not easy to leave all your 
!nends in a place you've called 
home for 80 years and it takes time 
to adjust to a differe nt way of life. 
Mrs. Ewer says. She immediately 
JOined the sewing club and Sable 
study and took part in area 
meetmgs and parties to get to know 
people and the routine. 

"Clark Home is a great place. My 
mother has been very pleased. ~:md 
I too. wath the meals I certamly 
hope the conference will always be 
vory supportive of Clark Home smce 
people arc hvmg longer I thank 
they vc got to tako good care of the 
fc aty' added Jcanne. 

joanno I k s tho peace of mmd. 
a ·ued 'some mc 1..-now where 
mother Jl!l. 1 ve even- thougbl ~ 
myself Clark Home 1s not a bad 
place for me tc; go late;' 

Family Role Revers~IY>U may need I) Bel 

v, ld I" Jl k I 1'J llty If yr. :so~ oc be auso parents •. :led 
"• your parent ' 11 n•JJ· u~ 0 

ourogem 11 cmd stronq 
11 x ra en 

J ~ b d r co of what yc" can 
8 t ur. 

prO"Id 

Heritage Society 
to be honored 

l 

Nunung c o 

1 
me 1 olton !::. ttor 'he l;;~v11 ;} 

ycur Ji:'ll rt ry a Jmo wuJ- a 
•tnq 'lUI o r t 1 Y trying to pre 

., J• nund th k ·k cJJ:Orv 1on A• 
ho 0 h or he may not g • ono.Jgh 

-,., au ulau . and 'Jla con 
1 d ;c 1- ur • or a btl 1y • lu • on 
"' n'" y u 1 phyalcally at tho 
• 1q'l t lav I po lblo 

A r 111 nt 1r n .ng homo .:an 
n C1J tha, ne laml 7 

I not U'lU -" I H 
:1 n•o he wor ar 

u• n 'VIr q n I hi r 
t.-dm• u 

tho 

Color and cheer have been added to Mr. Ralph Long's room in the Retir911 
Residence at C~ark H~me as h~ e njoys his ~':'ryllis plant. He re ce ived the I> 
as a gift from h1s family at Chn stmas and w1thm a few weeks it ha s stretched 
a nd produced several glorious blooms. 

PLANNING for Residential Livin 
Too often families wait until 

there's a cris is to think about plac­
ing a loved one in a retirement 
home or nursmg care. But there are 
important reasons why you should 
not delay planning. 

Most retirement homes have 
waiting lists. If you wall until a 
parent is hospitalized, it may be 
hard to find available space. And af 
a crisis prectpitates placement, it is 
more difficult lor the new resadenl to 
ad) US!. 

People in residential living lead 
active, productive 1\veB WllhOUl the 
womea ot roaintauung a house and 

d fixing meals or shoppmg for 
yar · . As a result. many Clark 
grocenes. h . h h H . dents soy I ey wm t ey 
h~;:~~=~ed the home two years 

so~~r. rk hard at keepmg people 
e w~h outside social actiVIties 

ha~py ~~ionshlpS going on vaca­
on rc a milY outings and vlsils. 
hans. Ia nvolved wtth acttvihes at 
Folks arc 1uko gardonrng and uow 
the hAdo wo encourage fomaltes lo 
tng. n bios and pets as ·guosiB .. 
bnW~tl~~ high ratio of staff to provide 
servaces and core lor thoso who 

od 11 rorudents w1th hond1capa or 
n~10 n~od physrcol therapy hav? a 
w h •oval of energy to enJOY lifo. hig or • 

Get your nome, or that of yo 1. 

pare n t. on the waiting list, Rob1~ 
Ripma ster recomme nds. It does 11 
commit you; it only p rovide s an 0~ 
portunity to have occupan~: 
ovatlable when you need it. ) 

Mra. Ruth Lechner displays a stuff a 
mouse at a receol show of dolls a 11 
sluffed animals. Clark Hom 
Volunteore apoiUiorod the show In U1 
Chatterbox. inviting rosldonla 1 
dU!play their favorilo doll or anam 

Do Your Parents Need More Care 
Signs to Watch For. 

Whon shou'-:1 your paront bema 
nu ... tng hoi"l ? 

A• o CJ"Id wa ~h lor atg •• ol 
., O'Y It: paum ,, 

y u 1 fl' r t do n t 
1 • Jllc y I ad th1o 

t rcloy 
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~_MI_C_HI_GA_N_A_R_EA_UP_D_AT_E ______ W1 
DISTRICTS 
Christian Theological Seminary, In­
dianapolis, Indiana in 1960. He was ordain­
ed an Elder the same year. 

Ken's leadership in the conference has 
Included serving as chairperson of the An­
nual Conference Session Program Com­
IJlrtlee; Board of Ordained Ministry; District 
.Superintendency Committee, Camping 
and Town and Country. 

TERRY EUPER brings youth and ex­
penance to the Cabinet. He is completing 
~ 1s thirteenth year as pastor of the Big 
Beaver United Methodist Church in Troy. 
Pnor to his present appointment he serv­
ed the Mornce-Bennington-Pittsburg 
Charge on the Flint District. Terry is a 
' 968 graduate of Adrian College and 
received his M.Div. in 1972 from Asbury 
Theological Seminary in Wilmore, KY. He 
\'las ordained an Elder in 1973. 

Terry and wife, Jacqueline, have two 
t htldren. Stephen and Sarah. Jacqueline 

4Jresently serves as the Flint District Pro­
: lect D~tector . The family has been involv· 
~ rn the Volunteers in Mrssion Program 
Pfthe Conference. Terry has led some of 
these work missions 

Terry. also, has giv~n leadership wrthin 
" e conference through the Board of Con­
~e<:tronal Outreach. Town and Country. 

from page 1 

and Division of Evangelism. He has been 
involved in the Camping Program and 
considers backpacking and photography 
among some of his special interests. 

Donna, Ken and Terry will be suc­
ceeding Jack Grguere, Elizabeth Isaacs, 
and James Thompson, respectively 
Elizabeth and Jim are completrng six 
years on the Cabinet. Beth will be rellnng 
at conference time and plans to live in her 
home at Port Austin. Jim will be receivrng 
an appointment to a parish. Jack is com­
pleting frve years as a district superinten­
dent. Because of special family needs he 
requested an appointment this year to a 
parish. 

In considering all of these appomt­
ments, Brshop Craig summarized: " A 
change of three supermtendents is a 
significant shift 1n the leadership circle of 
the conference structure. Beth, Jim and 
Jack have served faithfully and ably in 
their years on the Cabinet and will be 
missed by all who have worked with them 
as supenntendents. Donna, Ken and Terry 
wrll not seek to 'fill their shoes,' but will 
come as the11 own persons, wrth the11 par­
ticular offenngs to make. I invite all to be 
rn prayerful support of these six families 
rn thrs time of transitron." 

Northern Michigan Univ. welcomes 
new Wesley Foundation director 

P . estabhshmg pos1tive relatio h . 
If astor Paul Weisel is the new d~rector umverSIIy admm,stratlon ns rps wrth the 
~ the Wesley Foundation at Northern directors, directors of su , resrdent hall 
I tch,gan Umversrty. In addition to servmg Native American, Blac~po~ servrces for 

number of congregations, Wetsel has forergn students, counseli andrcapp~d, 
lad extensrve health care and com mum· div1dual faculty. ng staff and rn-
r Outreach experience, hav1ng served "We are especiall bl , 
'llot,onally disturbed chtldren and "to have a srgnificay essed, he states, 
~Oiescents, the chemrcally depende~t, Christian faculty andnt t"~mber of devout 
!»; er City mmority groups. t e who r •eet re sa on our campus 
1. &\opinentally drsabled and the mentally lions" gularty for study and dGVO· 

1Ve,sel 1s marned 10 Anne, a regrstered w:Se~n;a~esult of these relallonsh1ps. 
t,'lle who was most recently employed as students . been asked to speak to 
·~llc!or of an In-patient treatment program Career D~n classrooms, partiCipate In 
I 8erv,ng the chemically dependent. He meditatiOn r and conduct a pre-game 

lrils f1ve grown children and enJoys the "We or the varSity football team. 
•· f all are further bless d " h dd · 'b 
"'1 outdoors and participant sports 0 the proxi e · e 8 5· Y 

41 nqs The Wersels came to the UP fro~ United M~~~ 0
1
f both the Grace and F"s! 

~ ~n8111 last Aprtl and live 1n Annes h h d st churches of Marquette, 
1lqh . w. e.re e serves as a member of tho 

ood home rn Negaunee. mm1Stena1 team "But perhaps the 
J greatest blessmg of all rs the love and sup­

port tor our students that comes to us from 
the congregations of the Marquette Drstr'ct 
and the DetrOit Conference, our r,ugor 
community of faith ." 

APPOINTMENTS 
By Bishop Judith Craig 

Announcement is made by the district superintendent on whose 
district the new appointment will be served. 

Jack E. Giguere is appointed, effective June 16, 1989, to the Grosse POinte 
UMC as pastor He is serving as Ann Arbor District Supenntendent . 

-Phylemon D. Titus 
Detroit East District Supermtendent 

James P. Kummer IS appomted, affective April16, 1989. to the Flint Calvary 
UMC as associate. He 1s serv1ng Elkton UMC. 

- Robert L.S. Brown 
Flint District Superintendent 

MARQUETTE DISTRICT HOLDS CLERGY RETREAT 
Approximately 30 pastol'll from United Methodist churches throughout the Marquette 
District gathered at the Pioneer Inn In E.acanaba lor the annual clergy retreat Jan. 30-31. 
Dr. Peter Drever, head of the Pastoral care Department of Marquette General Hospital , 
presented tho theme, "Pallor n PllfiiCft! Through lectur .. and group dl1cuaalon. 
Orever led clergy In an exsmlnelfon of whet II means to be I p .. tor, a pel'llon end how 
to aet appropriate boundaries. Orwver Is shown above In converaalfon wllh Mary 
Willoughby, pastor at Munlalng UMC and conference atalf member. Drever lo""erly 
served aeverat Lutheran congregations In the Boston area and from thla lhared a 
valuable Ieason: ··oo not contuse what you do with who you are. Tha Rev. Douglas 
Pateraon, Marquette Grace and Skandia UMCa, coordinated the event which conclud· 
ad with a general planning meeting by the clergy present. 

BMCR holds annual Martin Luther King 
celebration at Hope UMC 
MARILYN STEWART 
~utt. 'I " n_, 0'JC R 

t havo a d~onm" IS tho ... ord that cnmo 
forth at 1-iope Urnod Motllodt~· Churct> 111 

Youth Service Fund update 
JOY McVEY 
VoftOCto ry 

Woll 1 IOnds, tho results nre In On Snturday, Jnn 28 liO 0 '-oil Confnr<, ~o C'oun 
f~1 ~:'1 Youth Mrmstrios distrlllutod 'J Youtt> Sorvlco Fund monov to tho d tier '1. oro· 

11 f r quested It TIJoro wns a httlo un r S~OOO lo bo G :' bu1oa to r.'1 of t ~o 1r1 

c~~oor~r~o nnd out-of contoron~ rcquG$IS and w ;;a happy to rope. rt th 11 '""" 
~ gt ne,!, 10 •o SJrnnr every g:o~p lh tullnmount that th ~ •oQu loa \\ w r 

v mothlllg to ~ro wo woul ~~ to o lh yoL 1 Iolli \ ,r 

IN CONFERENCE GRANTS 
Pl>rUllt Un IOd Mc'h()(J; , An<H: 1 Rn 1 t. 1111 rp 
~~ f'T'nn Pro tor UMC S H A IH ~ I 

Eci!06U • rl Sur:tlO!tJ 
PontIC: Contr r UAIC UMrr IV.: 
Contcronco }burl! A Ol!lbly (t~ ~~ 

s 

OUT OF CONFERENCE GRANTS 
b\!Sc AI 
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MICHIGAN AREA UPDATE ~ 
----------11 
HOSPITAL 
strateg1es. Prehmtnary reports were issued 
tn late November and are now servtng as 
the basts for further discuss1ons between 
the two health care providers as they seek 
to hnahze the proposed consohdatton. 

Esumated annual cost savmgs of 
SI0-$16 m1lilon are be1ng prOJected as a 
result of consoltdatlon. 

At present 11 ··seems unlikely that the 
two hosp1tals w111 consoltdate to one loca­
tion" 1n 1ght of the large volume of patients 
and mvestments 1n the two physical plants. 

Rematntng steps to be taken mclude. 1) 
work on I he organizatiOn and sponsorship 
aspects of the proposed consoltdatlon, 2) 
development of a delimhve agreement on 
the consolidallon; and 3) a dec1s1on by the 
U. S Department of Justice 

Part of the task of the Committee on 
Sponsorship has been dtscuss1on of 
rellg1ous and ethical 1ssues surrounding 
consolidation. Agreement ex1sts between 
the two hospitals w1th respect to miSSIOn 
and m1mstry w1th the exception of matters 
concern1ng abortion and stenlizat1on. 

The comm1t1ee recently announced that 
those two med1cal procedures Will '1ake 
place In a neutral settmg, not corporately 
part of the consolidated hosp1tat " The 
Bronson Trustees have been assured that 
all med1cal serv1ces available In the past 
wtll be allowed to continue, though not 
o~slle 

BRONSON METHODIST Hosp1tal 
mamtams a relationship wllr the United 
MethodiSt Church through the Umted 
Method1S1 AssoCiation of Health and 
Welfare Mu,lstnes and I he Board of Global 
Mtntstnes Tlte 1987 West M1ch1gan Ar;­
nL3l Conference adopted a "Statement of 
Covenant Retattonsh1p" between the con­
ference and Brof1SOf1 MethOdist Hospital 
The covenant aummartzes both legal and 
pt- 'l'loph•~at connet'1ons between 
houp.!!.. and Church I a~ens the full n-

from page 7 

dependence of the corporation while it af­
firms the tradition of the United Methodist 
Church expressed tn the Social Principles. 

Three of the members of the Bronson 
Board of Trustees are elected by the West 
M1chigan Conference. Those serving at 
the present time are Royal J . Synwolt, 
semor pastor at First Umted Methodist 
Church, Kalamazoo, Robert P Hamel, a 
lay member of Kalamazoo First, and June 
Caldwell. a Jay member at Benton Harbor 
Peace Temple. 

'Consolidahon 1s a pos1tive move for the 
community." notes Dr. Synwolt 
"Econom1cs is the primary issue but a bet­
ter cltmate will also result. Before, the rela­
tionship between the health care providers 
was characterized by competition and 
SUSPICIOn." 

At the present lime the financial com­
mitment of the annual conference to the 
hospttalts m1mmal, but th1s was not always 
so, Synwolt remarked "In the 1920's finan­
Cial a1d from the MethodiSt Ep1scopal 
Church literally kept the hospital's doors 
open," he said. and "canned goods and 
staples from Methodist cupboards kept pa­
tients fed." 

Synwolt went on to state. 'What this will 
mean 1n regard to our rehg1ous roots IS yet 
to be seen" On a practical note, he said, 
''I'm equally comfortable now as a pastor 
1n either hosp1tal setting." He con~luded 
by say1ng, 'As a hospital trustee, I lind my 
hope articulated on a cornerstone on one 
of the bu1ldmgs at Bronson Hospltal­
'Bronson MethodiSt Hosp1tal , conttnUtng 
the healing mm1stry of Jesus Christ · I re­
mtnd our board of that as central to what 
were about It's easy to lose s1ght of 1n the 
tal~ of costs. compe11t1on and consohda­
l!on" 

(Port•ons oil/lis roport v.ere prepared trom 
malenats auppl1od by Bronson Hoatrncare 
Group) 

Connecting life and faith the 
focus of Doing the Word X 

Doing the Word X promises a wide 
variety of challenging workshops, and a 
keynote presentation well-suited to our 
Lenten faith journey at its Mar. 11 meeting 

Elizabeth 
Bettenhausen 

in Flint. Theologian Elizabeth Bet­
tenhausen will speak on "Touchtng God, 
Undergo1ng life: liberating and Suffering 
Faith" and will also offer a workshop on 
conn~cting real life and faith. 

Among other study groups are presen­
tations by artist Catrina Ganey, who brings 
a first-hand account of travels through 
South Africa, and Representative Floyd 
Clack, who will d1scuss Michigan's prison 
system. Accla1med Detoit News columnist 
George Cantor offers 1nS1ghts on societal 
cond1t10ns that create prejudice. 

Min1stry to AIDS patients, local church 
resources and activities for peace and 
JUStice, reacting to domestic violence, and 
banks and thelf investment in the city, are 
also among the top1cs. Pastor-artist Perry 
Thomas will tell about the arlist as a pro­
phet in ministnes of compass1on and 

concern. 
This year's " Doing the Word" co-­

lion is earlier than usual because 01 
falling in March. This is a Det r 
terence program sponsored by t 
s1on of Church a nd Society. It os 
Central UMC in Flint, 9 a.m . -3 3G 

George 
Cantor 

FloY'd 
Cia ct. 

Heg"m<mcm t~rms may be 
your church office or the Feobta.r, 
and are due Mar. 1 b. 6 L> 
FleiSChmann, 11 M. Reglstr, 
Sagmaw, Ml 45602 acktnav. 
(517) 792-1945. • may be rea 

Grand Rapids District UMW 
to spend Days and Evening A 

Grand Rapids Oistnct Umted Methodi~ .. rfrye has established hp art 
Women Will observe theor annual Days an lsc.overy Unlnnoted'' er ov,l"\ b 

Mar 7 and 9 Nancy Gay years expenence as and 
~vemn?,l~:1~hoen women '" her presenta- and retreat organizer a ,, .. ~la~as t-
. rye ~ ''Life· Listen . Learn . Laugh and lay speaker for the and Teaa~Q s 

liOn ~. · . Church; an associat United r. S 
Lead. lance speaker. Frye's expert1se ing Network; Past e Of Parten 1\1 

As a fre~Jis of conf1dence bu1ld1ng and member of the c.s ..\{.esident l'l1 
.sIn the s he 1s marned to a Muskegon Club. Fremont a· tlhanns li lll\ 
listemngo s uty Shenff, 1s the mother of public speaking c~d 1S an 

1
°a 

County ~p children. and she has one Educat1on at M asses for ~lr 
two grow College Uskegon c:'"O 

Nancy Gay 
Frye 

granddoughtar Havtng trnvolled extensiVe­
ly throughoul tho US end abroad. she 

pookll with cxper•once about human 
noluro In variOus cultures. 

The schedule lor On-
day, Mar. 7, 9:30 a.rnt~ese events 
Lake Harbor UMc· li. 2 P.m. 81 1\ 
7, 6:56-8:30 p.m. a't ~esday ev61~ Thursday, Mar 9 augatuck ll 
Ravenna UMc: • 9·Jo a.nn ·:;> ' 

Reservations are 
2 _and should be sen~~e by Thun­
Stbley, 7951 Walnut N Reg,str 
For daytime sess10' ewayg0 
lunch. Everyone mu;;s. the r00 
the dayt1me sessio be Pre.r 
v1ded tor all se5510~S. Nursery" 
be served to chu~· and a Ire 
meetmgs ren at th 
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UR CHURCH MAKES NEWS 

· Kerri Danhof, Michell Hagans, Bryan Schrader, Eric Schrader, Jennifer Danhof, 
Amy Heckle are among the youth at Muskegon Central UMC who have formed 

theatre group. 

skegon Central youth study drama 
January 1988 an opportunity to read plays rangtng from pantomtme and 
and learn about the theater was tn· melodrama to a senous contemporary 

to the youth at Muskegon's Can- teen study . 
Mary Oakes a former teacher ts On Feb. 5. the ftrst productton for 1989. 

Since then a core of faithful a pantomtmed-fa~ce called " The 
~ns has worked with a large vanety of Lighthouse Keeper 5 Daughter;· was 

presented as an expenence tn total 
theater. The players m the cast were Jen­
nifer oanhof. Kern Danhof, Mtchelle 
Hagans. Amy Heckle, Harley Obzut, Bryan 
Schrader and Enc Schrader red UM pastors 

ld Florida reunion The Players' Workshop has plans to be 
a part of the Ea~er sunnse servtce m 
March and then tt s back to "Egad Wtoat 
a Cad" and others' Those worktng W•th 
t•ckets and the selling of popcorn. peanuts 
and beverages were Sue lsacson and 
Jessica Woth. 

••• 
Dexter Village designates "Peace Park" 

The Dexter Village Council recently pro­
claimed a parcel of land at the entrance 
to the village as "Peace Park." The idea 
was ftrst proposed by People for Peace last 
spring, and the support of the Dexter Parks 
Commtsston was obtained. 

The resoluhon approves the placing of 
a permanent Peace Pole at the park site 
as an ongotng tnbute and commitment to 
the furtherance of peace efforts 
throughout the nation and the world. 

Gene Utke and Carolyn Pryor, re­
presenting People for Peace, recently 
made a presentation to the Parks Commts­
sion which was enthustastically recetved. 
People for Peace is composed of 
members of Dexter United Methodist St 

Joseph Catholic, and St James Eptscopal 
churches. 

While examining old records. the com­
mtsston discovered that the area of the 
park was ongtnally called "Piety Htll Park." 
The name probably harkens from a time 
a number of churches were located there 
accordtng to the Rev. John Harntsh, pasto; 
of the Dexter UMC. 

The peace pole concept was origtnated 
by a group In Japan called "Society for 
Prayer for World Peace." About 60,000 
poles nestle tnto the turf in Japan, while 
several hundred have been tmplanted in­
to U.S. soil. A number of Mtchtgan church­
es have placed peace poles on thetr pro­
perty, including one at Camp Newktrk, a 
campstte owned by the Dexter UMC. 

Dexter "People for Peace" Include (1-r): Donna Fisher, village clerk; the Rev William 
Hill, St. James Episcopal Church; Paul BiShop, vtllage pmaldent; Ltl Vaughon, Dexter 
UMC; Carole Glover, Dexter UMC; Dan Clark, St. Joseph Roman Catholic Church; 
Carolyn Pryor. Dexter UMC; Gena Utke, Dexter UMC, and Martha Hill, St. James 
Ept-pel Ctlurch. 

West Outer Drive 
exchanges visits 
with St. Christopher's 

Outreach of love 

J Carson chotrcd the ovol'l ond 
led by Henry ond LOIS f'OWOII 

It "TIOn It:!: lie Towr oy ond 
nd ArdtO Morrtll 

Holy Land Tour 
pouun~o Joruualom 

1hl hom. Jr r.oho lhv Sea ol 
Nazar lh, otr All b" It:. 

!'tit lr•tu <lf lienal 10 days 
rtu1 F: b 21 1 ')90 Ha !c cOl! I 

j 

Ob ramm rgau 
Paamon Play 

MARIANNE WANTY 
Mombet M4rble MtmoriOI UMC M n 

I 

' 
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MORE LOCAL CHURCH 

BROWN CITY UMM seNEFIT BAYSHORE 
The United Methodist Men 01 the Brown CIIY parish sponsored a chicken dinner held 
at the Harrington Inn In late January Thill was a fun night with the men doing the 
aerving and cleaning up. Proceeds fro;, tillS e...ent will be used for the Bayahore 'lbuth 
Center. 

Celebration of talent 
planned at PontiaC Central 

Help IS needed m locatmg and en­
couraging such persons from our con­
terence churches and thetr fnends to par­
' c1pate tn th1s event 

Je~;.~s spoke of everyone possessmg 
some form of talent and the Psa -,stv.-:-o•e 
of p•atse. Put the rwo together &O'd the 
result IS a Talent Celebration poss b i'y 

'3un1ay May 7 at 4 p 11' '" the Pont ac 
C tral Ur ted Mothodtst Church suet- a 
(,elebrut on of Talent 1s planned Spon 
sorod by th"l eel on of Hand cap 
,,,. one: tre D v1s1on of Heallh :'lei 
W c 1h tntonded to 

nd roat ons 
1-'l<hd~ 

Wyandotte First UMC 
holds Jan. weekend 
on caring ministry 

F rat Jn d Mothodlst r hurch wa5 tho 
ho I ur h l')r COt "IQ M r- ry weekend 
n J r 13 1 Thtrty members ol tho 

I II wtth 14 people from 
urct by th Rov 

nd t o Rov 

J.t anlPll· a loring 
fo~;fer f'amiftJ 

persons Willing to parttc1pate or know· 
rg of persons w1th talents of musrc, art 
crafts and creattons: are asked to send 
tretr name by Apr 15 to Pastor Fred Ttmm. 
sox 327 Carleton Mt 48111 or phone (313) 
654 2001 

everyore rv•ted to all nd th1s event 
of Talert Ce ebrauor Tre hee-will oHer-
10g receiVed w111 be giVer toward helpmg 
prov1de campershtps to 11-te ""llentally and 
physically rmpatred ccmps t:O s sumll'er 
Donat1ons may also bO sent marl{ed for 
thiS purpose to tl-to above address or to the 
Dc•·oll Contererce camp registrar 

pEOPLE 

• 
' 

I! 
1800 attend consecration 
of St. Paul's new sanctuary 

Bishop Judith Craig led the congrega- Allison, chair, finance: F. Gera 
toon of St. Paul's United Methodist Church, busin~ss manager: Webster eue F 
Rochester, in two services of consecration coordonator: Dennis BoshOP· 
Dec. 18, 1988, for their new sanctuary, Darling, Inc.; Ronald Ciesla"-
Walker pipe organ and expanded facility. McCallum Architects: and C a 

Participating in the services were the nhart, general superintendent 
Rev. Phylemon Titus, Detroit East Dtstrict At noon, 600 people ttlled 
Superontendent, Dr. Bruce Kresge, lay Friendship Haii/Gymnasl u 
leader, Dr. Timothy R. Hickey, Dr. Samuel Children's Center for a roast be( 
Stout and the Rev. David Diamond, Featured was a seven-toot-long 
Thelma Childress. educational consul- replica of the new church buold 
tanUdiaconal minister. Thomas Lackey, lay dinator was Winifred Moffatt. ass. 
associate. and David Rickabus, chair of members and friends of t o 
the build1ng committee. Attendance for the Methodist Women. 
two services was estimated at 1800. The 2600-member congregat -

B1shop Craog led the laying of the Paul's was founded in 1834 aiX' 
cornerstone servtce. Participants in the families throughout Oakland C~ 
service 1ncluded persons already mention- $4 mil!ion Building and Improve"'" 
ed in the services of consecration and: gram IS the third major facol•ty 
Margaret Price, chair, administrative coun- whtch the congregation has 
cit; William Goud1e, chatr, trustees: Robert sonce 1959. 

The wiseman brought gifts of love to Christ. On Epiphany Sund 
bel'S brought gifts to Jeaua that could be given to Oth ay, Gladwin F' 

mn~~ela tnvotved tota.t church participation. Over 50 Hug·A-~rs In love. T 
~ d dedic8ted durmg the Sunday morning service and th ve Toys wa 
~ ~~buted the atuHed animals to all local ares nursing ho e Jr. High 
H~rley 

18 
ahown here blessing the furry beasts. me Patients. 

cltozon became sffollatod w1th the Boy 
scouts of America ir 1981 as Thunderbord 
Dlstrtct Chntrman In his forst two years of 
serv1oo 10 scouting. his diStriCt was award· 
od tho PrO!Itdont s Trophy Ho Is the 
mnnsgor of tho Equal Employment Oppor­
tunity end A !formatiVe Action Programs of 
tho L.Dnd Syatoms D1Vts1on of General 
Dynamlca Corpomuon He serves hts 
commun11y us a momber of tho mnsonlc 
order e 11hr nor end a past member oltho 
board of rw:~toos of Aduan Collogo Ho 111 
o olo m mbGr of rho NAACP 11 Million 
Do' 1 Club member ol tho African 
Amor ~ n H I • cal Museum, and a lifo 
f'!lum::Hlr ol tre Boys and Girls Clubs of 
M lropollor LJotro Ho 111 o mombor of 

Owafoy 
pillar 

general church 1 was the chairm eveL Most r 
m1ttee of the ~n of the per~ 
M1nistnes. eneral Bonrd 

"My~-;~ G-;-
--- IV& fo -- -
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IBLE FOR TODAY 

etters from prison 
hilemon - an appeal for acceptance- Unit 1 

Ppeal for acceptance 
March 5, 1989 
Philemon 4-20 

"Perhaps this is why he was 
~arted from you for a while that you 

rght hcrve him back forev~r as 
a beloved brother." 

- Philemon 15-16 

he book of Philemon is a letter 
from Paul to the church in 
Phtlemon's house (Phil. v.2). 

e . The}etter ts a Gospel message to 
<I Paul and the "Philemon" in us to 
rgcttce our faith by practicing Christian 
J>~veness and acceptance. 
a IJI wntes thts letter during the last 
.:s of his life. Most Bible scholars say 

~>a as under house arrest in Rome. 
~ ul expresses hts love and apprecia­
~sfor Phtlemon (vs. 4-6). He tactfully 

1~ Philemon to make his own dectsion 

0 
e matter of forgtvtng Onestmus (v. 14). 

1 Paul speaks his convtctton that God's 
~ Yihtch is all he's asking for, will be 
6 by Phtlemon (v. 21) 

WELCOME TO 
RON IRIS 

THANKS TO 
RON KELLER 
~ let!!HIM~ 
~ ler gutded us tn a JOurney through 
lie ~te·s gospel. We are grateful for hts 

holarshtp and wttness. 
, TOday we begtn a new study, 'Let· 
~s from Prison." Our author is 

nald L Ftggtns fns 

14 l'lon Ins tS a native of Ludington. 
S 1• He earned a B.S. from Mtchtgan 
t late Unoverstty and then attended 
~m1nary at Methodist Theologtcal 

11 hooltn Ohio (METHESCO). Ron's 
f:lr I appointment was the 

'J hsytvanta Charge In West Ohto. 
t l'lo~ then served churches tn tho 

1~ 
1'C1! Conference: Hartland 

\j e t•rdate, Sharon, and Elkton 
14C S1nce 1965 he has posto~ed 
o Mtllu•gton and Arbella chu:-ches. 

1 llctiVC n tho hfe of the annual con· 
()r e Ron was tho dtroctor of the 
1r l'v ton o• Evangelism and WorshtP 

0m 1976 1960. Ho th~n was L'le 
1 •D lVtSOr Of Bi11gle adult mlniS1110S 
1 the Be d of Local Chur.:'l 

0~ tn Now donn of tho School 
·" llan Mls 1on Ron o • 

._ 1or 'or CiJrtng M n ~tries 

. ..,r hop 

R llbt I r Judo C'di'OO 
rCH;(.. lJlUI r r O!JtOr:;r ng 

Ho • o hlklng com 
ll MSIJ M r 
flvo t tldrc,.. 

One of the ways to study the Bible 1s to 
1mag1ne yourself in the role of the Btble 
characters. If you are in a group of persons 
studying this lesson, pause here and three 
of your group each take one of the follow­
tng roles; Paul , Philemon. and Onesimus. 
Each possible pa1r hold a conversation, 
staying close to the B1ble message of 
Paul's letter. 

T HE PAUL OF th1s letter is not the hre 
brand. "all or nothing" Paul of the fights 
wtth the non-believers in the synagogues 
Here Paul1s speakmg to a frtend in Chrtst 
who shares the same des~re to live the 
faith/works of the Kmgdom of God. Paul 
knows the power of God's love is at work 

1n him. in Philemon, and in Onesimus. Yet 
there must be a conflict of values in Paul. 

Onesimus is now a Christian, free by Vir­
tue of his accepting Chnst Jesus as his 
savior. Onestmus IS helping Paul. Paul 
may be under no legal obligation to return 
this runaway slave, yet there are com­
m1tments of deeper consequence than 
legal obligations Onesimus dtd a wrong 
thing He ran away from hts respon­
stbtlittes and he apparently stole 
someth1ng from Phtlemon in the process 
(v 16). 

Paul must ratse the matter with 
ones1mus and help htm see how tmpor­
tant rt ts for Chnstians to right the wrongs 
--.wehtrtee~~ L.ttt-is 

case 11 IS more than poss1bte Goa Is ollow­
mg the split between Ones1mus ond 
Philemon to be healed 1n an eternal way, 
for they are now brothers tn Christi Paul 
knows that problems become oppor 
tumttes lor JOY when we are connected by 
Chnst 1n other-d~tected love 

Yes. Paul will w11te a letter to Philemon 
and ask h1m to forgtve, forget and remstato 
Onestmus. Paul must send Orestmus 
back to Philemon to be hts slave. But more 
than that he will send h1m back to be 'lts 
brother tn Christ 

PHILEMON, UPON 1ece1vmg tho lettor 
from Paul, must have had a puzzle SC'Iv· 
ed Maybe lie s-·d 'Oh, thnt s w, ore 'le 
IS! I wondered where he wont Now I I get 
rry property bock" As Ph1lomor road "" 
t>o must hovo become aware of R _ s 
reminder that our "PBCIBI rolntJOr ~ p w tl' 
Jesus carrtes With 1 :'lOth c atm ( • 
!Ions oro t.llod to Jove ot..r nelghbe as wo 
lovo ourselves 

Or ybe ho rrply gro 
blom person wllo roturnod Wtlh 
frC'~ lr d Peul 

Hot 
(LOV 
Hobrow 
reg rd I a m 
fom1 y and It> 

Items Need d 
at Camps 

RON l. FIGGINS IRIS 
Pastor. M111ng10n and Arbela UMCs 

well as religtous rights. A Hebrew slave 
was to be redeemed (released) after stx 
years. Permanent slavery of a Hebrew was 
a s1n (Jer. 34:6-24) 

Accordtng to WE. Oesterley. tn The Ex­
positor's Greek Testament. in the case that 
a Hebrew owned a Gentile slave. the 
owner's power was S111clly limited by 
Hebrew law. If a slave were pumshed and 
permanent bodily tnJury were to occur. 
then the slave was set free Immediately. 
If a master caused the death of a slave, 
the master was tiled as a murderer 
Accordtng to Hebrew law, a slave who had 
escaped was not to be delivered up agatn 
to his master. 

The Talmudtc writings say that the 
master of a Hebrew slave must place 
h1m/her on equality with htmself "in meat 
and drtnk, m lodg1ng and bed-clothes. and 
must act toward htm/her In a brotherly 
manner" The rules were so strict that the 
old saytng, "whoever buys a Hebrew slave 
buys a master for htmself" ts preserved In 
the K1ddushin. The same saymg goes 
around today 1n regards to cottages "up 
north." Our possesstons often demand 
more 'rom us than we demand from them. 

The scnpture does not say what 
greetmg Onestmus recetved I believe hts 
response was like that of the woman who 
lost a cotn, or the shepherd who lost a 
sheep, or the father who tostn son. (Lulm 
15) Philemon, the man, welcomed 
Onostmus back! Not as a problem, but as 
a brother 

ONESIMUS RAN away fro!!' Philemon 
for reasons unknown to us Could II havo 
happened when he hoard that there was 
that Shipwreck off the shore of Mallo (Acts 
271. Was Peul safe? Oncslmus could have 
run away to help Paul Or Onos1mus could 
havo run away to lcsrn moro of the man 
Jesus Cllrtst frofTI the toachmgs o Pllul 
A good Chrtsllan dlsctphne Is to 1. nk tho 
best ot poopfe and these aro tile best 
thoughts about Onoslmus 

01 course ho c.ou1d havo boor on ugly 

3-:Jrd ANNUAL 
ALASKA CRUISE 

...._ __ "'_ 

man who stole from hts master and ran to 
the btg ctly, Rome, and there he may have 
run across Paul by sheer circumstance. 
But let's thmk the best' 

Whatever the past was lor Ones1mus, 
the ''present" Included the real blessmg 
of becommg Paul's spiritual child. 
Ones1mus had become a baphzed, behav­
ing, and morally senstltve Chnsttan 
through the work of Paul. It may have 
taken a while but can't you Just tmagme 
Ones!mus finally turmng to Paul one day 
and saymg, "My spintual father and 
teacher, I've come to the pomt In my fBIIh 
where I have to nght an old wrong. I must 
return to Phtlemon. I don't have enough to 
repay what I took from htm, but I must do 
the right thtng and return. Paul, I'm 
scared what he'll do to me." 

Paul says to Onestmus, as he says to 
us, "Will you trust a fellow Chnsuan to 
forgtve as Christ forgave us? Here, let me 
write him on your behalf." Paul challeng· 
ed Onestmus to act on the belief that God 
works through others, and that they too wtll 
do the loving and forgMng thing. Paul also 
'went to bat for Oneslmus. 

ONE OF THE LASTING values found 
In thts frttle letter IS Paul's Intercession to 
Philemon on Onestmus' behalf How does 
it feel when someone "goes to bat" for 
you" WJ aU 'lave stories of sorneo11e who 
acted on our behalf, whon wo wero urmrd 
a stranger. unsk :::d tn too doop, or s mply 
Ineffectual In wtlst we wore domg Peut 
must remember the day tn Jerusalem 
when Barnabus cnmo to his help · 
(Acts 9 27 TEV) 

If you are ,. a group stop hero and share 
any such ttmos In your life I remember o 
young boy who noodod 11 ploco to :Jdy 
and rredl to after -'loo 01 course he 
dldn 1 c n tll ltut loohng round 

:Jd s ,..a ht> IVBB lw.'lys oblo to lind 
a ~'< y nto the cht..rt 111 order to $1udy end 
d whlll ot. m1.. 1 I' ., tllou llt was 
foe "0 arot..rd too 'lilt boy w s mo the 
Mt MOHI M thod t (/lur h w on tho 
way hOrr • I ,. " ono po tor 1d 
ao \ I th I Cht.. •h w ;> 
mu h I fur th boy who 
nood t o I~ of God 
lhr 
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Churches urged to reach for baby boomers 
SHERON C. PATIERSON 
Un4e<IM_, 

DALLAS - Adults 25-43....!'baby 
boomers·:.....who do not attend church 
regularly are the latest targets for m1sS10n 
1dent1f1ed by the UMed Methodist agen­
cy for tra1nmg and eqUJppmg local chur­
ches for m1n,stry. 

" Reachmg for the Baby Boomers" 1s a 
Silfies of SIX reg1onaltraming sess1ons be­
mg held across the United States to help 
pastors and lay leaders identify the 
boomers: assess the1r practical and fa1th 
concerns. and shape worship, Chnst1an 
educat10n and service protects a1med at 
young adults. Baby boomers number more 
than T7 m1lllon, accord1ng to leaders of the 
reg1onal events. 

DIRECTOR OF ADULT educatton tor 
the church's Board of DISCipleship, Robert 
Paul. conducted a Feb. 2-4 sess1on for 100 
persons tn Dallas. He and other speakers 

Thoughts on Adult Education 

presented statistics about and 
characteristics of baby boomers, including 
the fact that more than one third rarely or 
never attend church or participate in 
church-related actiVIties 

Other facts about baby boomers are. 
One in four IS college educated , 

• More than 70 percent make $12,000 or 
less annually; 

• Most baby boomer men are blue-collar 
workers. 

• Most baby boomer women work out­
Side the home, pnmanly as clerks and 
secretaries, and, by 1995, only one woman 
1n ten of child-bearing age will be a full­
lime homemaker and mother; 

• A matonty of those 40-44 choose 
cohab1tahon- livmg together Without 
benefit of marnage-as a lifestyle; 

By the year 2000, boomers will com­
pnse half the U.S population, but unlike 
the11 parents. have yet to exerc1se enough 
votmg power to elect a president or 

Empty heads and empty hearts 
JAMES M . MORGAN 
... ~ c.o<rtsponciOrll 

Our local churches arc filled .v1th per­
sons who have little Brble knowledge. 
m1mmal knowledge about church hiStory, 
and almost no ability to d1scuss theology 
n a rational and cogent way. Why? 

There has been. and contmues to be a 
dearth of substantral Chnst1an educatiOn 
oppor!UMies tor adults and an abyl;::m at­
tendanco rocord by adults at educatiOnal 
opportunities m thCJr local churches 
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!lllan!! Allirne5 t haa been 1mposed upon 
a people agamsr their Will AI o:. ::• t1mes 
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ruler •o o tm nate 11 True fa tr has always 
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ao •clalionnhtp Wllh tho vtng Chnll 
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h1gh classes. 

THE PATTERN IS based upon the false 
assumption that "Chnstran education is for 
children" On the surface that prem1se 1S 
true. but by an mterpretat1on it has come 
to mean the "Chnstian education IS only 
for children" Our teens want nothmg QUite 
so much as to be cons1dered "adult If 
Chnst1an educatiOn 1s for children. as soon 
as they can. they w1il break off from church 
school •n order to achtove "adult" status 
Tho logic IS Adults do not go to church 
school I am an adult Therefore: 1 do not 
go to church school Tl'lat 1s the pattern 
we must break 

What is the solution? It 15 really quite 
s1mple. We need to offer more and better 
adult church school classes, and adults 
must attend them 'n order to learn the 
e!Senuat~ or the !81th and to change the 
pattern perce1ved by all our chtldren that 
adults do not attend church school." 

Every local church should expend at 
toast as mucl' effort, at least as much 
money at least as many hours of tabor 10 
otnff equ1p, and factlltato adult Christian 
ac:1ucat1on all they do children's level 
ci889D5 and programs If a email church 
offoro throe classes for Children It should 
offor at least three classes for adults In a 
largo churcl1 tho MmiStor of EducatiOn or 
D A f rshOuld pend at least as much limo 
or t'to adult program ns on the cl1tldren'a 
program 
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congressperson. 

THE STEREOTYPE of all baby boomers 
as materialistic, corporate-climbing "yup­
pies" (young urban professionals) has af­
fected the way church people relate- or 
choose not to relate - to young adults, 
said the Rev. Scott Heleny of Fithian (ll) 
Umted Methodist Church. 

He also suggested that the church has 
failed to attract baby boomers because 
Unlled Methodism caters to middle- and 
upper-mcome people; most boom ers live 
at a lower socio-economic level. They "are 
not m the church because the church has 
not recognized them as they are," he said. 

While most baby boomers are not yup­
pies, speakers and partic ipants agreed 
"yuppie" values affect boomers at a ll in­
come levels. and many feel pressured to 
excel m their jobs, make more money and 
ra1se social and economic status. 

The Rev. Derrick Wright, Desoto, T X, is 
pastor of a predominantly black Umted 
Method1st fellowship that is 95 percent 
boomer. Family and job pressure present 
challenges for baby boom families and 
churches that serve them. 

The boomers "are try1ng to build 
careers, be With their families and rest on 
the weekends," Wright said, although they 
need a caring, supportive community to 
help them sort through life's challenges. 

Dallas part1c1pants discussed several 
ways churches can attract baby boomers. 
First, said researcher the Rev. Warren 
Hartman. pastors and congregations must 
recogmze the var iety of people and 
lifestyles represented in the baby boomer 
category Programming for working 
parents should be adjusted to fit busy 
schedules. 

Hartman encouraged pastors to con­
Sider baby boomers' need for instant 
grat1f1cat1on: " Baby boomers refuse to 
make long-term comm 1tments." He urged 
partiCipants to "prov1de connect1on and 
stab1llty • 

BESIDES STATISTICS the tOO par­
I!Cipants m Dallas v1ewed v1deo presenta­
tions by theolog1ans and researchers on 
divergent needs and V1ewpo1nts held by 
young adults some pastors-also m the 
baby boomer generat1on-d1scovered 
common ground w1th the unchurched they 

seek to reach. 
Rather than accept th1ngs the way they 

are. many young adults questiOn establish­
ed order. one presenter sa1d Churches 
who want to attract them should listen to 
quest1ons about fa1th and Chnst1an1ty and 
inVIte open diSCUSSIOn 

"I have learned I'm a 'challenger,"' said 
the Rev John W1lhams, Granite, OK, refer­
ring to one category of baby boomer sug­
go:stcd at the conference ''I ask questions 
about tho way tho church runs 

" Millions of other baby boomers are 
challengers, too. I have to tnv1te them 
Into my church and shew them that they 
can be challongora and be accepted. • ho 
II Old 

REQUEST COMPLIMENTARY 
COPIES 

Duo to peat otflco conatmlnta, wo 
have had to discontinue moiling a 
bundle ol complimentary coploa to 
conlrlbutora. Thne had been routmo· 
ly nt 'l'filh our roguhtr tuuo mailing . 
Contributors DIO howovor frvo to ro· 
quoat up to ten complimentary 
copl" Thcl!Q will be IICinl 'ttlollow· 
up mailing 
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