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1884 to the General Conference. One who was with
him more intimately than any of his brethren
writes: * His communion with God was constant.
Often, as 1 have walked by his side, bave I heard
him saying, * A charge to keep I have; a God to
glorify.! Then again in the midst of conversation
he would stop and exclaim, ¢ Bless the Lord, O my
soul!?” Then agnin, * The Lord is my shepherd.””
Such was his communion with his Master while on
earth. Who cun doubt that on his entrance into the

resence of the King he has heard him say, * Well
gone, thou good and fuithful servant?”

Joex Atrisson, D.D., was born in_ Deerfield,
N7, Deceriiber 6, 1835, and died in Haverstraw,
N. Y., December 8, 1897. He was converted when
fifteen yenrs old at Elmer, N. J., and entered the
academy at Bridgeton, N. J. At sixteen and a half
years of age he yielded to the urgent request of the
presiding elder and was sent to Allowaystown Cir-
cuit as junior preacher. In 1853 he joined the New
Jersey Conference, and was appointed junior preach-
er on Freehold Circnit. At this place there was a
remarkuble revival, over one hundred being con-
verted. His next appointment was Succasunna
Plains, in 1855. On JII’R) 18, 1856, he married Miss
Kate L. Hanlon, who survives. His appointments
were as follows: Allowanystown, Freehold, Succa-
sunna Plains, West Stanhope, West Bloomfield,
Plainfield, Cross Street, Paterson ; Franklin Street,
Newark ; Union Street, Newark; Emory, Jersey
City ; Trinity, Jersey City; Grace, Chieago; Wash-
ington Strect, Bay City, Mich.; Adrian. Mich. ;
“Trinity, Jersey City, nguin; Hulsey Street, Newark ;
West Side Avenue, Jersey City; and Haverstraw,
N. Y. By incessant work he compassed a broa
course of study. When at Cross Street, Paterson,
he entered the Medical Department of the Univer-
sity of the City of New York and completed his
course while at Franklin Street, Newark.  His min-
istry was remarkably useful in winning souls to
Christ. There were revivals at Paterson and Frank-
lin Street, Newark, under his ministry, and in most
of the other churches he served. He wns permitted
to witness the conversion of ubont one thousand five
hundred souls. As a preacher he was logical and
<convincing. His style was omtorical both in form
and expression. He was deeply evangelical, treas-
uring the heert thoughts of the Gospel, the atone-
ment in Christ, and the salvation provided through
him. The names of the fathers of Methodism were
as familiar to*him as household words. He wrote
The Living Way before he was twenty-one. He
wrote the History of Methodism in New Jersey at
Bloomfield, Tke Garden of Sorrows at Union Street,
Newark, and The Class Leader at Tririty, Jersey
<City. While stationed the second time at Trinity
he wrote the Centennial of Methodism. His latest
work, The Wesleyan JMovement in America, is of
great original research, throwing light on the early
history of Methodisin which will be of great value to
future historians. There were no manuscripts too
old or too insignificant for him to investigate, To
the public, however, he will longest be known by
the hymn, * We shall meet beyond the river.” For
some time he was in poor health. On Friday, De-
cember 3, 1897, he was seized with a severe attack of
conghing, thought he was dying, and said, ** Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit.” He then began to fail
Tapidly, became unconscious, and passed to the man-
sion prepared for him on December 8. Since his
death a beloved son, Thomas Hanlon Atkinson,
M.D., has also passed away. His wife, a daughter,

Lnnd two sons remain to mourn their great loss. //

Isaac NewTton VaxsanT wos born in Port Republie,
N. J., May 31, 1830. His father lived to be over
ninety, and was for more than forty-eight years a
local preacher. Of his family four brothers entered
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two of the Newark, the one remair
being Nicholas Vansant, In 1841
his parents to Lower Bank, N, J.
the shipwright trade, which he f
ears. When sbout twenty-one
1n u revival at Lower Bank. On &
he married Marraret B. Adams of
with whom he lived in happy wed
than fifty years. He becamethe os
Tuckertown Cireuit, though still pr
He also supg!ied Buss River,
Green Bank Charges, until in 185
business and accepted an appointm
and Hainesburg. Here he scrved f
April, 1839, he was admitted on tri;
Conference, and filled the following
Stillwater, Wantage, Tranquility,
Bethel, Staten Island ; Clinton anc
ton and Pine Brook, Davis Men
Readington and Allerton, Frenchto
Staten Island ; Stony Point, Quake
bury, Rockland Lake. Revivals fol
he went. The most notable were at
Perth Amboy. These were spiritua’
reaching in their results. At Sto
church was erected under his supers
a genial spint, with a nature bubt
ood humor. He was a good preacl
tudious in his habits, he produced ;
the lust, and was one of the few preae
cross the dead line until transferred ta
During the full of 1597 his health ¢
On Christmas morning he nsked hisy
sceond chapter of Matthew, which h
the habit of reading every Christms
many years. On December 27 he we
and rapidly sank till the end caine, ab
of the snme day. Lying upon the bec
be communing with God us he repea
%1 am thine, O Lord;”" ** Rock of age
be the name of the Lord.” Heleaves:
dnughters, and six ~ons. One son, C
sant, is now s member of Troy Confer

Micar Jomy Craver, D.D., wa
Schaffhausen, Switzerland, February
died in Curlisle, Pa., January 23, 1898
tors, who belonged to the Swedish nobil
the doctrines of the Reformation at the
the new ern. For this cause the fum
confiscated. The family then renounc
tral title and sought a refuge in Switzel
Micah was only five years of age his
Subsequently his father decided to tr
in the New World. Afterashort resi
burg the family removed to Cincinnati.
Cramer entered the German depart
Methodist Book Concern and lesrned
trade. While at work he was consta
with the purpose of entering college, a
gelf for entering the Ohio Wesleya
Edward Thomson being then president
his way through college, and grnduat
honors in the class of 1859. In 1860
Cincinnati Conference on trinl. He
Mary F. Grant, sister to the general, 0
1863. He was at that time pastor of
Church, Cincinnati. InFebruary, 1864,
occupy English and German Methodis
Nashville which had heen abandoned
of Vicksburg. Here he preached bot
and in German. Subsequently he was
of the government as post chaplain ab .
racks, In May, 1867, he was appointed
Johnson consul at fm.ipsio. e cont
post for four years, serving as consul
and preaching to the resident Amerk
days. In 1871 he was appointed m
court of Denmark, which position he f
tire satisfaction. In the rigors of tl

the itinerant miniat.rg and two the local. Two be-
came members of the New Jersey Conference and

Denmark his distressing neuralgic ¢
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Committee on Archives and History
Detroit Conference
United Methodist Church
110 S. Madison
Shipman Library
Adrian, Michigan 49221
E-mail: jsimmons@adrian.edu
January 11, 2001

Ann M. Sawusch
24 Boundbrook Ct.
East Amherst, NY 14051

Dear Ann:

In response to your inquiry conceming Reverend John Atkinson, | researched the materials available. |
am sending a copy of his memoir that was in the Methodist Episcopal Church Annual Conferences
Minutes. 1, too, have seen his picture at First united Methodist church. | can confirm that in 1878 he
transferred from the Rock River Annual Conference to the Detroit Annual Conference and was
assigned to Bay City, Washington Street Methodist Episcopal Church where he served till 1881 when
he was assigned to Adrian First Methodist Episcopal Church. At the annual conference held
September 17 through 22, 1884 he was transferred to the Newark Conference (page 38). | tried to
confirm that his son John Willard had attended Adrian College, but their date base does not include
1884 and he is not mentioned in 1885. | do not have any idea as to why he came west. Changing
conferences was not uncommon. | hope this information will be helpful

Sincerely,

Reverend James G. Simmons
Archivist
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