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June 16, 1983

At 148th Annual Session

West Michigan Conference Empowers Women,
Minorities, and Starts Long Range Planning

ALBION—General Conference petitions, elections, and peace resclutions were among
the other business of the West Michigan Annual Conference meeting May 31-June 4. The
750 lay and clergy members, convening at Albion College, lived out the theme of the
conference, “Women in the Church—a changing image.”

Women and minorities were gen-
?My empowered during the sessions.
" vote for a more than representative
ation to General and Jurisdictional
%!srancas, the special programs on

on and the EMLC, the dynamic

nce speaker (a minority woman),

e opening of sessions by singing

h"’ﬂuccvmnosed by women and led by

Davis, and the overall participa-

and involvement of women and

ities all made a powerful state-

ot that was more than a symbolic

tf:& Conference sent a petition to

al Conference asking that EMLC

3 quadrennial priority in 1985-1988,
% adequate funding.

LONG RANGE PLANNING
_Charles Fry and other speakers
Slinually pointed out that the normal-

Progalc |ssues of strategic pilanning
A major funding proposal might
be the most Important business
rence would do In 1983. Although

were not glamorous Issues, they
h’-""oaia debate and amendments until

lerence was convinced that the long

W planning process would Indeed
foordinated
"”ra:eﬂin Pianning Committee chalr-
%00 Hon Kaller distributed a working
*8¥ of purpose, and comment cards
Mg for ongoing input. Later, this
“Wiillee was added as a more full

Weipant with CFA In the major
Mg plan that is to provide for

I-fll asking needs in the conference

" next ten to 12 years. Combined

™ input from the GCouncil of

-

Wsirine program units, this process
goals,

e 10 set priorities, and
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ALBION—The cast of West Michlgan WOIT'!LI:C" Sh
gl g« b o a ":GAI‘;:Im\ College. Seen
ages are seen In the church chapel :'slgnod b Do -y
June 3, was written by
od: Deborah, Marcelln,

overhead is the conference banner,
The presentation on Friday evening,
Sara Bugh. Womaen porirayed Includ
programs for the long range In @
coordinated, systematic way.

PEACE WITH JUSTICE

Peace with justice conaerns ware well
represented. Rear Admiral LaRocqu®,
director of the Center for Defense
Information addressed conference on
Friday evening. Hla worda responding
to the question, “Are wa golng to have a
nuclear war?" underscored the urgancy
of the Issus, and the reason why Wasal
dichigan considars this such & high
priority. He sald: “Yas, wo are planning
training, and practicing for nuclear wal
Wa'te bullding the weaponas to start and
survive (win?) & nuclow war, Gan wa
win a nuclear war? No, them will'ba no
winnora, We won't go to war next time
It's golng to coma hera, Can wa survive

8 nuclear war? ) don't Know, A
consarnvalive guean by the World Heallh
Organization s that a full soale wal
could kil nliilon peopla. Will

wadpons make un

gatting morg nudlan

ACH—A CHANGING IMAG

who prasented

more secure? No...wa've been respond
ing to fear. Howevar, peace ls patriotial

If we have peace, we can hava justice.”

He then shared the President's tele:
phone numbar (202-456-7639) and sug-
gested thal people ask for the com
mants sactioh and axpress (hair apin
lon
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E—PRESENTING “HERSTORY"
Trotula, Hildegarde of Bingen, Philippa, Joan of Are, Anne
Hutchinson, Sojourner Truth, Sara Winnemuea, Susanna
Waesley, Emmeline Pankhurst, Lulsa Morano, Anna Howard
Shaw, and Marjorle Swank Matthews. Namator was Sara
Bush. The program was by COSROW, the UMW, and clergy
wives of the conferance
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Coverage of the 1983
West Michigan Annual
Conference at Albion by
Edward L. Duncan
Additional Photography by
Richard Venus-Madden
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| Thought I’'d Mention It

West Michigan Annual
Conference Resolutions

By Diane Vale and Nolan Williams
1983 Committee on Resolutions

ALBION (MCA)—The Conference Committee on Resolutions
shares their report to the delegates at the close of conference. Both
light-hearted and serious, the report includes the flavor and high-
lights of conference. It is printed here so Advocate readers can share

also.

This is the 148th meeting of a people
called the West Michigan Conference of
the United Methodist Church, Looking
back, we are proud of our eagerness to
blaze new tralls in our Wesleyan
tradition. We pray we have continued in
that spirit this year. The truth of that
statement will be decided by those
who meet in the future.

Bishop, you have led us gently
through some rough ground. Your gift
of leadership clothed in love has been a
great asset to all of us, especially those
of us who have come for the first time.

We thank David Evans, our uneasy
host, for telling us where to go—to
complain—and about the cooler coffee
in the wind tunnel for those in a hurry.

We are thankful to Albion College,
aspecially Melvin Vulgamore, the new
president. No thanks for the rain and
cool weather which made for cold
nighte and damp hairdos.

Speaking of hairdos, Carlos Page has
anew halr style and we understand that
he has a new act which will be called
“Carlos Page and His Electric Mike."

Maybe ha could give ‘'mike’ lessons to
Msl Willlams! It might be something in
the water In Benton Harbor—or is it
Battle Creek? Having heard Mel, at
some length, we “wanna go to church,
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wanna go to church,” too. “Hope" has
greatly enriched our Annual Con-
ference.

We have been moved in worship. The
colorful cholr, the grey-haired (and
otherwise) |iturgical dancers, and the
variety of liturgists, helped us celebrate
the wholeness of the people of God and
the mission to which we are called.

Those of us who were privileged to
hear Leontine Kelly shall not soon
forget her ministry of preaching and
teaching. We are looking forward to the
challenges that will surely come our
way from the Evangelism Department
that she Is involved with now! And we
look forward to her preaching in August
at Pastors' School.

Chuck Fry eloguently delivered the
District Superintendents' Report. We
don't believe for a minute that those
saddiebags came to Albion from
Baltimore, |et alone from 200 years ago.
But then he spoke of getting on with
God's work and called for the whole
Church to pray that the witness of our
pastors remain valid. We give thanks to
Red Salisbury and Dick Selleck as they
leave the Cabinet and welcome to Ellen
Brubaker and Ken McCaw as they join

We welcome Royal Synwolt home as
the Bishop sends him back "10 work |In
Kalamazoo, and wish Bob Horton well,
as the Bishop's new assistant. !
The Bob and Ellen show (Smith, lh:
ig) reviewed for us the work of the
Gonlecence Council on Mlnlsirlesé
nighlighting our concern for wprlcli E:s
domastic hunger, increased fruitfulne: o
In the Ethnic Minority Local Chure
priority, the creativity of Days on the
Diatrict, the involvement of 13-15,000 In
our camping programs, the Catl‘ahf:
ever popular, always essent/al misal;e
program, They looked forward 10 00
Strategic Planning process, nq_tl L
major funding proposal Naw !‘..hur:,ln
Development |a vary much 2 growt
concern ’ ==

Sanilng Bob off 1o UMCOR 1 1%
mani with his heartwarming N o
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and have a 1ally appear on a big scroen
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come a long way. We have a long way
0.
ye}r:.c;gun"ed Methodist Women and
COSROW joined minds, heart_s and
talents to bring us an overview of
History. We honor Deb Johnson for
pest performance in & gar_bage bag. In
the ordination service she'll be t.tI)id to
“put on the whole armorlof God." Now
she knows what it feels like. :ﬁmd Doris
Stretton knows about Changing
|mages’'—gypsy, to bishop, to boxer—
next?
W"IBactabe;trubaker was relieved of the
Board of Church & Soclety, leaving the
Conference with a legacy of strong
stands for peace and h_ts colleagues
with a lot of letters to write. ;

Bill Quick fired our Bicentennial fever
and called for a ringing celebration. y
We wonder if the Youth have cleare
their Hongry Holler project with Inter-

Bhating: to note that for the first

ha
"rx? azrgn ,Ef,’,',ers- ministry has been

red “traditional.” . !
de&\:;sn‘i the Retirement Service excit-

ing? We would like to say hat ).:e
wanioyed every minute of it." We'd like
enjoys { r not! Such talk as
to, but we'd bette g
vsharks,'" snakes, ‘car rides, 100_1ba!s
mes. It's 8 wonder someone didn't
ga or Gry or something. Well, no one
Ia:?’:ed anyway. To all our retirees who
garaduated on Friday, Goodbye and God
blf;:zi want to thank Diane Vale for her
sion and efiortjm the pannar that
graced Goodrich Chapel this week. We
accepl your gift to us.

A ghanging Image is pervasive, from
the style of our politics to the color-
coded computer cards. Women and
man, lalty and clergy—we are gifts of
God 1o ane another, to the community
which is the Body of Christ. Though we
difter deeply on important issues, we
ramain one in our prayerful hope for the
Ghuroh. We call upon God's Spirit to
support us all as we offer our Church to
God and transformation as we approach
next year's General Conference. May
our apirits be cne with God's Spirit as
wa live Inlo the promised future day by
day And Iat the people say

vi

AMEN

| KOOW — AMOTHER LETTER
Fi2u4 RBoE SMTH—

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN AC

A NATIONAL FIRSY

Global Ministries’ Dwight
presents West Michigan ihe
award for the highes! advance
per capita giving ($9.07) fox o
conference. Sharon Radet -
Plyna Strong (missionafy e

receive it for the conference.
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District Superintendency Report

Reporting the Past and Future Present With Us Now

By Charles Fry
West Michigan Cabinet Chairperson

Eighty-three years ago, Rev. J.C.
Floyd, Superintendent of the Kalama-
200 District, wrote in his report to the
Annual Conference meeting in Battle
Creek: “| began the year with thirty-five
effective men appointed by the Bishop
@nd eight local preachers employed as
tupplies. Of this preaching force, one
dled, one broke down In health, one
1emoved from his charge. The vacant
places were filled 'and the work
continued.”

This, the combined reports of your
8ix District Superintendents in West
Michigan, can also start with the
slatement, “The vacant places were
llled and the work continues.”...

SALUTE TO THE LAITY

Above all, we salute the laity of West
Michigan. Even when your church is
‘Mitacked by TV half-truths and maga-
‘Zna editorial bias, you remain loyal to
the body of Christ. As the Good News
Bible reads, "Happy are those who are
persecuted because they do what God
Mquires, the kingdom of heaven
belongs to them!”

It would be easier for us to withdraw
fiom areas of possible conflict. Pos-
MBly we could avoid such criticism in
W8e future. But then, who would be the
‘Church, the living body of Christ,
Wrapping up the wounds of God's
paople? My friends, criticism and
Sharges can be brought faster than they
‘%40 be put down. So, let us get on with
ihe task, Lel us learn to survive in a
#orld of poison pens and distorted
Pictures. Remember, “Our help is in the
Locd, who made heaven and earth.”
RECESSION AND GIVING ADVANCE

In Saptember of 1912, Superintendent
W | Cogshall of the Big Rapids District
gd to the Conference: “The year
#ow closing has been by no means an
#ay one for pastors or people of this
Slatrict. The unusual coldness of the

wmmer, along with the most destruc-
ve and frequent storms resulted in

Phillips told this Conference: “Occa-
sionally one hears rumblings that soon
our people will revolt at increased
apportionments. Probably they will, if
they are not adequately informed, but
from experience we are confident that
the attitude will be one of unselfishness
and generosity if they know the actual
facts.”

He goes on to say, "To present these
facts is the direct responsibility of
ministers and leaders among the laity.
We must inform and challenge our
members....

CLERGY CHANGING BUT SIMILAR

We now have 25 women clergy under
appointment in West Michigan, or
about 7% of the total. Our seminaries
report that from % to % of those
preparing for ministry are women.

We can say with assurance that you
now have or probably soon will have a
woman pastor. We superintendents
know them to be able, prophetic
servants of Jesus Christ.

Good preaching continues to be an
expectation of our laity. We pastors
must work our craft,...

The pastor still needs to see himself/
herself as a role-model, along With
other Christians....It is the Cabinet's
experience that our aftitudes and
actions speak very loudly, for or against
the Master, in the communities where
we are called.

Your superintendents, along with
local churches, expect our full-
time pastors to be resident on the
charge where they serve. ‘In turn, local
churches are expected to provide
attractive parsonages. The people need
a leader who shows them the love of
God while living In their midst. QOur
Bishop Ammons has reminded us that
"\ pastars exist to serve the churches
and not the other way around.”...

CHURCH SCHOOLS SUFFERING

Many of our church schools are
suffering for lack of regular students.

l

CONFERENCE SAYS HELLO AND GOODBYE

Sishop Edsel Ammons Introduces the incoming area assistant, Bob

Horton and

wils Bea (right), to the West Michigan Annual Conference. Outgoing siall N"“ﬁ'.'

Srsctor Bob Smith (left) and outgoing superintendents Darwin Sallsbury with w

Macylin (Grand Raplds) end Richard Selleck with wife Marfon (Kalamazoo) Were
greeted fondly by conference.

-N‘l grops, and In some cases In no

al all
are really distressing: and for
8 I8aRoNne both the salaries of the

The conditions in many

Bslors and the Benevolances will
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tralning events for leachars are not wa
attandad. Do wa plan and work that our
church schoola may grow? Are pastor
and (ny (eaderahip giving firat enargy 1o
teaching?

Wao uEmt ravitalize the chureh achoo!
or find an affective subatitute il our
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Charles Fry, cabinet dean, gives the
superintendents’ report representing all
six superintendents.

willing to risk new work in an area you
had hoped to serve.

3) “Loan" yourself
mission for a time.

4) Support efforts to raise funds for
such beginnings....

| wonder what other famiiles are
walting in our resort communities, our
cities and suburban areas for us to plant
a fellowship In their midst, If we sow,
surely God will give the increase.

Our new Gull Lake Church Is doing
well, with each month's attendance
greater than the last. We are now
exploring the possibilities for new
congregations at Frultport, Saranac,
Kalkaska, as well as some lake resort
areas.

to the new

ETHNIC MINISTRIES

Turning to our ethnic ministries, the
Benton Harbor mission Is now chart-
ered and has been named “Hope.” This
past year we have had a "ministry ot
presence” In Jackson, and at this
conference our Bishop Is appointing
Miguel Rivera Ortiz to start a Hispanic
mission In Grand Rapids. A new black
congregation n the Lansing area Is
considering becoming a part of the
United Mathodist Church

Following Conference we will haye a
black assoclate at Muskegon Cepyra
and later this summer a black Intern at
Lansing Gentral. Tom John wij| com.
plate school next year and become the
firat Native American seminary graduate
from our Conference.

Just as black Harry Hoosie
Bishop Thomas Coke roclg)F tnr?: \:;\::a
Mathodist circults In Colonial Ammlr;
logether, 80 we mMust continug l‘n
ramove all barrlers 1o our togetherngge
in order to "spread scriptural holinegs
throughout the land."

OUTREACH AND MISSION

As wa compiete the second century
of our Wesleyan witness, (he days
ahead ought to be measured In termg of
faithful Chrislian service (o Go.d"a
sulltering humanity f
Lot us wark to provide food. ahalter
and caring. Such ministrips should ba
to the person nexi door as wall ay lh:;
naxt continant. Lel foog paniriey
abound, that God's people may be fnd‘
Many parsons have baen and aro
peing denled thelr human flighte. Laei q;.,
joln Ihis baltle with all oy might
People have a tght o work and (o live in

gafaly, 1o irevel fredly and spoak
without fear

Lat ue Join with ftellow Uniled
Maothodlst, Parry Johnson, who hoads
our atale prison's aystem, in providing

humnna conditions in our [aile
Abrove all, let us declare with the olg
spliitual thal we “aln't gonna study war

no more.” In 1980 Frank Laubech wrote
A poweriu!l book aalling Christiana o
Wake Up or Blow Up. That tilla By
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true today. Our church declares that
“war Is inconsistent with the Gospel”
and our Bishops have called us to stop
the production of nuclear weapons....

Let the United Methodist Church

become known as a peacemaker, both
in the homes of our communities and
the halls of nations. “Happy are those
who work for peace, God will call them
his children!™

THE U.M. THIRD CENTURY
As we move into our third century,

howaver, lel us examine ourselves to
make sure our message Is not about us,
or our church, or good works, but Jesus
Christ, risen from the dead, Savior and
Lord of our lives.

This is really what the future

hoids—the giving out and the living out
of this terrific good news! Are we ready,
are we able, to be God's messengers in
our third century?...

As we face the hopeful and fearful

days ahead what more could we ask be
written about us in the Book of Life than
this: that we have done faithful work,
stood loyally, in all good consclence
before God. O

WEST MICHIGAN
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

1982-83 Roll
Of the Deceased

Active Members
Neil F. Bintz
Donald P. Sallor

Retired Ministers
Cacil H. Bacon
Laster C. Bailey
Gearge J. Camearon
Stanford § Cloason

Howard A. Smith

George P. Stanford

Biucher B. Swam

Thomas W. Thompson
Active Local Pastor

Gerald P. Kintigh
Relired Local Pastor

Clara V. Biggs
Misslonarles

Mildrad G. DPreacher
Deaconoss

Lula R. Morse
Diaconal Minister

Alols P. Valky
Miniaters’ Wives

Gall P, Hippansies

ida John

Gonna A, Strange
Ministers’ Widows
Louisa M. Barr
Esther Geliga
Minnie Qumaer
Boalrice Loe
Holor

Reod,

DYNAMIT TRIO MUDDLE
Nshap Ammons, Ropel Synwadl e
Boli Binlth confes gulekly feing e

ronlprance seaale



Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist EHurcH

PAGE 4

SOME electrifying moments highlighted the West
Michigan Annual Conference just concluded at Albion.
Some came at surprising times from surprising people.
Most of the moments were times when real experiences
were shared from lives, especially as they pertained to the
world we all experience.

For instance. the first time Dorothy Mercer from East
Lansing spoke about the need for barier free buildings
for conference meetings, | was impressed but not
mobilized for action. But the next time she spoke. in
support of legislation for a mandatory seat belt law, there
was noignoring her witness. For she was hit by a drunk
driver speeding 100 miles per hour, and the picture of
what was left of her automobile is now used in pamphlets
showing the need for seatbelts. She shared that she only
stood before us now because she was wearing a seat belt,

Anyone who had any lingering questions about
whether women pastors can preach experienced
preaching so powerful from Conference Preacher
Leontine Kelly that as Bishop Ammons later said: “That
was so powerful, and so filling, I'm not certain we could
have taken much more " | found for me that it was at
least a six handkerchief experience!

In trying to understand what happened, | listened to
the tapes again. Part of the power was involved in her
willif'lgness to share with us her real life experiences and
stories that powerfully shared the reality and pain of
Issues and problems such as racism and sexism, but also
shared the possibility and hope of the new image and
Joumey given to all of us by God through Jesus Christ,

Each of us will treasure our own storehouse of what
she shared, but most of us will never forget her picture of
herself walting painfully long for a 10 cent pony ride as a
young airl driving through Michigan. The farmer’s refusal
and rejoinder that “this pony don't carry no Niggers'
brought home the painful reminder of racism in a way no
ordinary rhetoric canl

But then we were uplifted by the power of the dream of
a young girl inspired by her ministry on the peninsula of
Virginia to be the first black college student ever from that
small, community. That dream buoved up the
yaung people of the area, and the moment Leontine
Kelly and the gisl, the mother and grandmother entered
college and broke into the song “Amazing Grace” buoyed
us all. We were alsn uplifted by the choirs that came from

Hope \ = on F

e UMC, Ban Harber and their
Invalvement n ministry there

Experience is powerful, and we are reminded that we
ore all called to experience a new reality. Jesus said,
come that Ih‘g may have life and have it abundamlg "He
calls us 1o experience life anew, and to deal with reality in
a lresh and new way

| know that for me | experienced an acceptance and
uniderstanding by and of the West Michigan Caonference
thal was ot je when | was a stranger and
sojourner. We have much to leam from each other, and

whethar we are aver one Michigan conference or atways
saparale, 1t s important for us 1o experience that new
really thot reminds s that the people called United
Mathodists in Michigan have much more that unites them
han 1hist saparates them  Pechaps we can go fram there
16 expeviencing the ceality that Christians around the
world and people everywhere are made In that new
image Uod has given ua

The challengé is clwar far churches and Christians
Peaplu and the world long {or mesning and hope. They
want o experience o new reslity that beats swords into

FROMTHEADVOC TE EDITOR FROM THE ADVOCATE EDITOR FROM THE ADVOCATE EDITOR FROM THE ADVOCATE EDITOR FROM THE ADVOCATE EDITOR FFX

Experiencing a New Reality

plowshares and gives new purpose and meaning to life.
They do not want a faith that is “so heavenly minded that
it is no earthly good!" They do not need a religion that is
shallow and skirts the shoals and issues of life. But we all
long for the experiences and salvation history (herstory)
that point us to new reality, new images, and new hope.

The church and people that do this do not need to
worry about growth, or finances, or success. Things will
be happening in lives, and people will be sharing the
meaning, and the salt and savor of the new reality will
make a difference in the world regardless of the
institutional measures of success. However, it is possible
that these may be present also!

William Muehl, a professor at Yale Divinity School,
visited Detroit a few years ago. He talked about taking
leadership with a men's Bible and sharing group in a
Connecticut church for a few weeks when the Episcopal
rector who usually handled this function was unable to
attend. He and the laymen had a marvelous time
sharing, wrestling with the real issues that confront all of
us, and finding strength and support to deal with life
constructively and hopefully because of their Christian
faith.

As he got ready to leave the group on his last visit, he
shared how much this sharing and struggling with real life
and experiences meant to him, and how fortunate the
pastor of that church was to have such an exciting group
to meet with. They stunned him with their comment:
“Oh, we don’t talk and share real experiences when tht‘f,
rector is around! He really couldn’t deal with reality.
What a sad commentary.

Yet, real people can deal with reality, and can
experience a new reality. The most electrifying
moment of conference for me came during the deba_te of
the resolution asking that the U.S. not intervene In El
Salvador and other Latin America countries. Whep
former navy commander Robert Wessman shared his
experience as a naval planner preparing bombardment
plans against Viet Nam, and as a gunnery officer who
carried these out.. his testimony took on a new
authenticity, Then when he equated much of whal \:Ve
are doing in El Salvador with how we started in Viet
Nam, only using beans instead of rice in the 1villlage
pacification, Hondurus and Guatemala instead o af"s
and Thailand, etc. the reality of thtiz need for the
resolution becarme much more apparent. .

Even more important, though, was the new reality that
he is now a United Methodist minister, cOl’;_'Cﬂ‘;‘ed Wi}!‘h
life instead of death. That realltg g:':i:ﬁ to his being the
new chairperson of Church an : )

Another new reality felt at the 1983 \:eséhMicl}:lgaR
Annual Conference was that “Women in the Church—

i <5 re than just a conference
Changing Image” is really Mo B bR Dinlted
slogan. To see clergywomen. ay ,
Methodist women, and ministers spoufe women
working together was sotally awesome." As Rev
Sharon Rader. first clergy person elected to General
Conference, put it when asked to comment on the
conference: "lt's been an exciting conference. | think the
growing world awareness and mission education of the
falks In this conference Is helpful It feels good to be here
We're dealing with the world as we perceive it. We're not
leaving the world to come into the church. We're

lcipating in it "
pa;cop:le 9;“ the church, all people, a changing
image experiencing a new realityl May that be a
new slogan for 1983-1984. —Ed Duncan

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83
“I Just want to say that this has
been a very powerlul experience
for me and a vary warm reception
! appreciate the intentionality of
hia conference thal /s so clearly
exhibiled In the kind ol program-
ming, the inclusiveness of wo-
man, and the eléction of delegates
which rellecis the oonoern and
underatanding of need thal (s not
Daaad on majority ol rumbars but
on real dewp cancern, | feel really
good aboutl being here and | say
tod bleas you all!
Leonting Kellay
Conlerence Preachor

A LAY DELEGATE BPEAKS
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- “State of the Clergy Report”

By David Nelson

~ The following is excerpted from the Board of Ordained Ministry
‘Chairperson’s Report to the West Michigan clergy at thelr executive
" gession. A number of people felt it was germane to all the churches,
‘and should be printed. David Nelson Is pastor of the Lansing Faith

 UMC.

SThis statement Is not meant to be
Minitive about the state of the clergy,
i to share with my brothers and
hl*l In this special covenant com-
Mnity some of the Issues that face us
Vihis day...
GOOD OLD BOY SYNDROME

The good old boy syndrome appears
b Be a thing of the past. There was a
e when upward mobility in the ranks
f orotessional clergy was the reward of
Blning seniority in the conference. One
54 to be patient and wait, keep the
=m of your robe clean, and not make
Sclesiastical waves and your time
'3uid come.

Now the system s pressured by new
®rsons that don't and can't fit the old
%y syndrome. The affirmative action

ntments of women and ethnics Is
| teaponse by the Church to be

David
Nelson

\Uulwe and empower those who have
\h, il not powerless, at the least
Wored )

Eor white male clergy it may mean
\: ypward mobility, but it can also
\m a liberation from our own slavery
\0 sutcess orlented structure. It win
8 us Into a new understanding of
\P-vnhood as we seek to serve others
"Unr \han ourselves.

§ will call us to prepare our

regations to receive with openness

\;oy‘ poth ethnics and women. In the

ant community there are no
glass citizens....

ITINERATE SYSTEM PRESSURES

Naw pressures have been placed on

llinerate 8ystem by the two
ssslonal families, whether both
sea are clergy or not. Separation of

g0 DY appointment has become a

ly. The streases and strains this
put on the marriage bond can only
usssed. The cholces people make

% \haan Instances are theirs alone. We
5 i covenant need not be judgmental,

rtive

Awn:fvo term has appeared In ou'r.
Seecintive vooabulary called “hanging.

clorgy have experienced the

S cuncemant of thelr replacemant
e knowing where thay themaalvea
Wil be appointed. Thus they are left
Ssaging ' This phenomenon has pro-

-

omputes punoh ¢

duced a new source of anxiety in an
already stressful process called
appointment.

Two Issues fast approaching are
interrelated: clergy supply and Ineffec-
tive pastors. There is no doubt that
within two years we will have more
clergy wanting to serve in this con-
ference that there will be available
appointments. How long this over-
supply will last no one knows. The two
conferences of the Michigan area
already have a task force of Cabinet and
Board of Ministry members working to
address this abundance.

While we look to an oversupply in the
short run, we need to examine the
implications this has on present
pastors.

There are pastors who are Ineffective
for a variety of reasons. We must do all
within our power to aid them to become
effective. You'll notice that | venture no
definitions for effective or Ineffective.
However, if persons who are not
effective maintain appointments be-
cause of a guaranteed appointment
system, what about potentially effective
pastors who cannot be received be-
cause of a supply crunch? And what
about those churches in which they
may have been appointad?...

EVALUATION OF CLERGY

Perhaps one of the most threatening
Issues for us personally and individually
is the required evaluation of us as
clergy. Let's not kid ourselves that we
are not already being evaluated, because
we are. The evaluations may nol be
formal or systematic, but what wa are
and what we do is scrutinized by parish-
ioners, church leaders, Distriet Superin-
tendents and peers.

Maybe If we and our churches could
share our ministry and share the
avaluations of each other's ministry, we
could put to rest the fear of evaluation,
and discover the joy of our mutual
ministry in Christ,...

We must see our ministry as Chriat’s
to which we have bean called mutuaily
to share. Somehow, with God's (race,
we must put aside our jealousies and
prejudices and embrace one another as
brothers and sisters (n this unique
covenant. L

jrom— e e

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83
“Well, for me It has been
exciting to see the involvement of
the youth and laity again. They're
taking hold of issues and I'm
frankly not the least bit threatenad
by the fact that thera are more
laity In attendance than there are
clergy, because ! think the church

balongs to them."
— Dave Nelson, Lansing Faith

VOTING FOR DELEGATES
arde while mintgtere e atlll busy
narking thaetre

PAGE 5

GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES
Delegates are smiling now, but may look weary after two weeks In Baltimore! From
left, front: Joan Kelsey, Cliff Bullock, Dan Cornette, Ellen Brubaker, Ron Keller.

Back, from left:

Bernie Shashaguay,

Dave Crawford, Sharon Rader, Dave

Lundquist. Not pictured is Gladys Church, who was in New York for an EMLC
meeting.

Delegate Elections Reflect
Church Diverse Pluralism

ALBION (MCA)—What do a high school senior, a Native Ameri-
can woman, a Hispanic, three women clergy, two black clergy and
the usual array of lay women and men and clergy men have in

common?

These delegates alected to the 1984
General and Jurisdictional Conferences
by the West Michigan Annual Confaer-
ence reflect the breadth of the age,
ethnic and gender spread found
throughout tha confarence. Commants
about the aleclion from conferance
participants usually expressed both
delight and surprise at the diverse
salection

Five clergy and five laypersons make
up the General Conference delegation
They will meet in Baltimore from May 1
to 11, 1984, celebrating the Bicentennial
of Methodism In Amerlca. They will
also represent the conference at the
North Central Jurisdictional Conferance
to be held in Duluth, July 17-20, 1984,
whera they will be Joined by six
clergy and six layperson Jurlsdictional
dolegates along with two lay and
two clergy alternates. The firat two
Jurisdictional delegates elected are
being sent by the annual confarance 1o
General Conference, and will serve as
alternates for delogates there.

The conference delegaiion organized
on Saturday moming, and elected Joan
Kelsoy chairperson. Sharon Rader was
elected vice-chairparson and Bernle
Shashaguay waa elected secretary. The
delegation will meet June 10 to decide
committee assignments.

DELEGATES ELECTED, IN ORDER
OF ELECTION
GENERAL CONFERENCE LAY:

Josn Kelsey, Eant Lansing Univer-
sily, confersnce lay leader; Dan Cor-
notle, Portage Chapsl Hill, district
youlh pres.; David Lundquist, Kalama-
100 First, GOOM conterence represen
talive, Gladys Churoh, Allagan (Salom
Indian Misslon), conterence board of
dincipleship, Bemmd  Shashaguay,
Grand Rapidn Trinity, confersnce \rea
sure

GENERAL CONFERENCE GLERGY:
Sharon I, Asder, Grand Rapids
conterence alall; Ron Kellsr, Kalama
oo Millwood, Gensral Board of Disc
pleanip, David Crawifond
Canttal, sanferencs DML

Clliton Bullook, Baltie (

wan

Temveran City
Ha|rparson
taek Waahing
Huoighte, Bllen Siubaker, Nalding
new Giand Rapias Distrio 1on
e

JURISINCTIONAL CONFERENCE LAY
Olga O, Tadolla, Buille
Mynae Q. Strong, hale
Fdwaid B uilee
May et Paacock A
J. Wik, MEpahal
Rapiila Nk
Uahlman

UL

wak Piisl
Vad i3 Wast v ol
Mgy iidy
y st Dsila
Jamas Laye, (ine
Heighie, Lagrle Ann
LAl vale) w,

L TR ED

HAIATRY

wood; Maudy L. Willlams (alternate),
Hastings First.

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE
CLERGY
Richard Selleck, Kalamazoo District
Supt. (new council director); Kenneth
McCaw, Porlage (new Kalamazoo Dis-
trict Supt.); Malvin G. Willlama, Benton
Harbor Hope; Ronald A, Houk, Lansing
S -
| REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83
! 't fael that it Is significant that
where the general assumption (s
that peopie only share power
when someone grabs It from
them, that af this conference, the
predominantly white male clergy
chose o empower both ethnics
and women fo the General and
Jurisdictional Conference deci-
sion making levals of our church.”
—Dave Crawford
Travarse City Central

District Suparintendent; €. Dow Cham-
berlaln, Portland, Ronakl Fasselt,
Grand Rapids Burton Heighta (new UM

Matro Ministry director), Lynn Pler-
Fllzgerald (aitornate), Easl Lansing
Chapal Hill, Gunnisonville, Lawrsnos

Taylor (altemate), Jackeon Firat,

Eleclions this year were by punch
card and ocomputerired by John
Willlams, Alblon College. Although the
clargy eolections took many axta
ballots. the balloting was generally
awill ang etlicient

~

VOTEE OR HLSE!

Evmelinee  Pankhurel .-..H'uiu - .
ey et with shibhuslasm by Shaee
MNaded Sha playsd oae ol the i tboed

figures i the apecial mames & pwagam
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MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS
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Appointments Beyond the Albion District
Local Church
William W, DesAutels, Superiniendent

Appoiniments within the Connection Siructure (Para- Columbia Square Bullding, Sulte 113

graph 439.1 { 131 £, Col

8, Book of Discipline). Pz um:'-av;:a

Theron E, Balley, Donhémsun Program Coordinator, {616) 962-77680

Grand Rapids: Fitst G.C, g
Wayne C, Barrett, Executlve Di . Unlted “ A!Mnn—huld B. En_:u

Foundstion, West Michigan Conference, Grang To Bo

Rapids: First C.C,

James D. Cochsan, Conferonce Staff Program Coording-
tof, Lensing: Potter Park O.C.

Robart H. Conn. Assistant General Secretary for Campus
Minisiry, General Board of Higher Education and Min-
istry, Mt Pb.lm Firat OC

Ronald M. United W
mmn mmc,c.

Frank S. Frick, Ghv N and i af
Religious Studies, Ammcouag- Alblon: G.C

HAonald B. &-n.nnﬂu Waesloy Foundation, Westemn

Fiml CC

tmmﬂ m Dirsctor, Wesley Foundation, Central
lﬂnhh-l!nﬂmlty. M. Phlnm Flmcc

Kathy S. and

Athens, me--—-mlamrd M. Young)
Augusta—D. Hubert Lowes i
Baitle Creek:
Baseline—Arthur A Turner
Birchwood—Ward N. Scovel, Jr.
Chapsl Hill—Donaid J. Scranton

Spirual Formation, Mmmw“' 1 and Hm‘: S i i i
Minisiry, Edgehill C:C. (Nashville, TN)
Mhas G Nickaron, Dirsctor of Researcn Dasin.  Corur i clcrog o/ oo
:Su-d 'g'"n’r and v S Giimax, Scotta—W, James Alired
Comof—-dun- M. Morgan
Jon R_Powers, Chapiain. Adrisn College, Lansing: Cen- m.. @. Krakisn
il'C.C rd r.—.mnw McNaugh
Sharon Radier, F Sufl Program mwu_n, Paul

Washinglon 0.C.: Foundry C.C,

£ Wingeler. Professor of Ctyistian Education,
Director of Conlinuing Ecucation, Garrett-Evangatical
Thaological Beminaty, Lowsii: First C.C.

i

Appointments 1o Extension
430.1b, Dook of Discipline).
Francis F ] A

Doherty
East Leroy—{Ronaid D. Buckmaster) (Pan-Time)
Frontier, Osseo—Gilpert R. Boersma
Gﬂumm—-LMW R. amnmm

Girard, Eltis C Jorry L. |

Grass Lake—Kenneth 4.0 Lindlar

Gull Laks—Edward C. Ross

Hillsdale—Willlam V. Payne
Hiligide—Lawrenca E. Hodgo

Homer, Lyon Lake—To Be Supplied

Jackson:

Brooksice—Willlam J. Torey
Caivary—Carl L, Hausermann
First—Lawrence R. Taylor
Associgte—George W. Chaffee
Associate—David L. Morton
Trinlty—8. James Varner
Zion— +D. David Ward (Part-Time)
Jonesville, Alien—Lioyd G. Walke
Litchiialg—Paul L. Hariman
~To Be Supplied
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Orleans—To Be Supplied
Ovid—Carl W. Staser
Pompell, Perrinton, North Star—(Dale F. Jaquette)
Reed City—Allen D. y
Remus, Halla Corners, Mecosta—B. Gordon Barry
Riverdale-Elwell—Milton J. TenHave
Rosebush—(John F. Ritter) (Part-Time)
St. Johna:

First—D. Kaeith Laidler

Pligrim—Larry R, Shrout

Salemn, Greenbush, Lowe—Robert B. Glilette
8t. Louls—Gerald R. Bates
srnpamlﬂllh. Price—Bruce R. Klntlgn

Pleasant Valley—h L. Selleck
Slx Lakes—To Be Suppled
Stanwoecd: Northland—Emmett H. Kadwsl|, Jr.
Turk Lm—SIwhln R. Young
. DI Jr.

Winn, Blanchard-Pine River, Coomer—James W. Bur-

pess

Grand Rapids District

Ellen A. Brubakes, Superintendsnt
11 Fuller Avenue, S.E., Box 6247
Grand Rapids, Ml 46506
(618) 459-4503

Allo, Bowne Center—Harold M. Delpert
Burnips, Monteray Center—(James C. Cook)
Byron Center—James C. Grant
Caledonla—Robent E. Tomlinson
Carlislo—John E. Buker
Cedar Springs, East Nelson—LIcyd R. Hansen
Goopersyllle—David L. Fiagel
Courlland-Oakfield—H. Forest Crum
Fennville, Puri-ﬂnmld W. Hansen
diay P. K

Framont—Eldon K. Eldred
Georgetown—Robert L. Hinklin
Grand Haven—Gerald A. Pohly

Associate— Victor D. Charniay
Grand Raplda;
Aldersgate—William C. Johnson
Burion Heights—Wendell R. Stine
Faith—Eugens A, Lewis
Flml—-ﬂnblﬂ C. Brubakar

Darwin R. Salisbury (Ret).
Mission—(Miguel Alvera Ortiz}

Northiawn—Thurian E, Meredith
Oakdale—Catherine L. Kelsey
Olivet—Richard A. Youolis

South—Ray W, Burgess
Trinity—Charles F. Garrod
Amcma—-l:‘ﬂ':ﬂ FA """'““"'"
mnu—-m\u ultmer
Fmy—David L. Dryer

. Frano

—Robert 5. ‘h-n! (Ret.) (Part-Tima)

David L. McBride}

. South Manterey—Robert J. Stllison

"&”7371 Chape! Hill—A. Ray Grienke
{on—Richard W. MoClain

mm,_wmum J. Amundaen

Marnp—Kaith A, Bov00

Maetin. Shalbyville—Gerald L. Welsh

Middlsviile, parmelee—Arhur D. Jacksan

mm._s.nd by Pestor of Froepon

Mushogon:
A _..Lyﬂn A DeMoss
Central A w

foatont —John Melvin Bricker
Sadem bnctian Mission. Bradiey lrmm 4

Umiln Eacas Chorch) (Part- Ty sion—{Lawin
gand Lsva Goulh tmuq—mem A Biralt (M Tima)

G~ Aller B WINIPLD [Rat. ) (Par). Tima)
Crtmman

liparta ~Ronsia A
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East Jordan—Phiilip W. Simmons
Elk Rapids, Kewadin—(Stephen J
Emplre—(Andrew L. Weeks)
Epsilon, Levering—dJerry L. Jaguish
Fife Lake, South Boardman—To Ba
Frankfort, Elberta—John D. Morse.
Froesoll, Fountaln—To Be Supplisd
Grawn—Donald E. Spachman
Harbor Springs, Alanson—Richard
Hart—Kennath L. Snow
Horton Bay—Martin D. Fox.
Indian River, Peliston—(Morris J.
Kewadin Indian Mission—(Hamy
Kingsley, Grant—Beverly P
Lake Ann—Willlam E. Haggard
Lake City—Willard G. Gilroy 1
Leland, Keswick—John 5. Myatte
Ludington:

St. Paul—Raymond D. Flessner

United—William D. Dobbs
Manceiona, Alba—Timothy W. Grahsm I|
Manistee—Richard R. Erickson
Manton—Deborah M. Johnson
Marion, Cadillac South Comy
Mears— + Harry Parker (Pant-Time)
Masick, Harrietta—Donald L. Buegs

N.E. Missaukee Parish:

Moorestown, Butterfleld, Merritt, St St

L. Baughan) (Pari-Time)
Northport Indlan Misslon—To Ba S
Ogdensburg— + Laurie Haller (Part-T
Pentwater—M. John Palmer
Petoskey—Donald H. Merrill
Pine River Parish:

LeRoy, Ashton, Luther—Mark: L.
Scottville—Wiillam H. Mathae
Traverse City:

Asbury—William A. Hertel

‘Assoclate—Wirth G, Tennant (B

Cantral—David L. Crawford

Associate—Gary T. Haller.

Emmanuol —Steven D. Averlll

Williamsburg—(Joanne S. F‘I‘?ﬂ

Kalamazoo D

Kenneth D. McCaw, 5
2141 le-wA

Adamaville—David G. Knapp
Allegan—Robert L. Pumfery
Arden—{John L. Moore) w
Balnbridgo: Newhope, Scotidale—~C. Daw
Bangor—C. Robert Carson
Benton Harbor: p
Grace— Fred Hamlin
Hope—Melvin G. Williama
Paace Temple—Carlos C. Page
Berrien Springs—Curtls E. Jl-h‘
Bloomingdale—(David L. You [ Pae
Brandywina: Trinlly—David E.
Breedsvillo—To Ba
Bridgman —(Joan Hamlin) (Part-Tims)
Buchanan:

Faith, Morris Chapal—Richard &, ﬁ

Firat—Ward D, Plerce .
Casco—John W. Fishar i
Cassopolls —Chattes R, VanlLents
Coloma—Timoihy J. Closson
Comstock— Thomas J. Evana
Dmmalac Claude B. Ridley, Jr.

ﬂo- co W, [
Gallon, Olive Branch—Wiiliam H
Glenn—(0. Barnard Strother) (ParreT .
Gobles, Kendall—Karen S. Siager
Hartford —John H. Hice
Hinchman, Oronoko—Leonan o M
Jonea—Qarth D. Smith (Rat. ) [Part-Th
Kalamazoo:
First—Royal J. symél
Annociate—Wayne
Asnoclato— Gorsid L SM
Ansoclate—Richard H, Backett {8
Lane Blvd —Gary D. Kinligh
Mitwood—Ron . Keller
Oakwood, Oshiemo— Kennath H
Stockbridge—Charies W,
Bunnyside—Norman G Kohad
Wesiwood —Jach H, Baumpet
Kesler. Silvar Grosk— Gregany It
Lacola— + Car G, Nisbel (P
Lawrenoe—(Loo B, Bennail)
Liswton, Almens—Dean L. F .
Mescaliun, Wahkales--ficban J.
Mow Bullalo, Lakesige-—Ciregary
Hilga

Qraco—John 7. ChatiM

Wealay — Mark D, Oranan
Norhwesl—Alden B Bl (As
Olango -~ Aot N, Rath, X,
Parchmant--David § Yo
Paw Pan - Paul T P
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campus, June 4.

. The bishop paraphrased the charge
%en by John Wesley to one of the
Wistars sent to the U.S. when Wesley
S8 | Iet you loose on a new land.
®uBlish your message in the face of the
:l!l"i sun, and do all the good that you

Blshop Ammons also challenged the
®3inands to be engaged In active
Sinistry, using as a horrible example
e ——

o @ @
Lansing District

Aonsid A. Houk, Superintendent
4740 Oksmos Road
P.O. Box 318
Okamas, MI 48684
(617) 348-2230

Thomas Peters (Vi Time)
¥algmo—J. Willlam Schoattio
Eston, Brookfleld—Robert J. Freysinger
. Veens C. Summers
Kemcciata—{ James P. Mitchum)
St Chapel, Bantield—Lynn W. Wagner
Vantown—Josaph M. Grayblll
Mala, Eagle—William W. Dombush
Eimer J. Faus|
¥9i—Dwvid L. Johnston
—{Qlenn G. Hecriman) (Part-Time) (July 1,

Larging
Seee MUl Gunnisonvilie—J. Lynn Pler-Fitzgerald
™ Yy

Momas M Pier-Fitzgorald (V2 Time)

Fepas

Fasecishs—Nancy Siker-Gleselar
Wweaity —Kaith | Pohl
Astsciats—(Roben L. Hundley, Jr.)
Ragics—Raober! E Bella
Maceiate— Loty W. Mannine
Ladge—Phillip L. Brown
g —Pawl J. Wehner

P «~Syron K. Willlams
—dack M Bartholomew
fianiy G. Buwalda
" Lasnas

s —Stephen L Kallor
Moo — Jarmes R Hutett

A —Geottrey L Hayos
SSeery —Oale E Crawford
Bosep— tcogy A Bhy
Apssciats —James M/ Gysel

tasaciate—(Eric D. Burrowa)
A8 o B Neizan, Jr
Yo .. warmerh Wi, Katizen
~bemn W Ellingar
B Wipe-Licyd A Philiips
Pk —(Lowls A. Buchner)
Sy o Larry A Sachau
Pl Pusinm —(Max J. Gladding)
Gumege A Grotlonbergor
Me gy - Fistent L Wesaman
Lt J. Vuurena
A Jzaeph L. Bpackman) (Pant-Time)
L eomard F Putnam
Faish’ Peace, Quimby —To Boe Supplied
B sz | Cormak
Ssetiang — Lynt E Qrtmes
. Segftgtnrg— Harrin J. Hoskwater
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- West Michigan Conference Ordains
14 Elders and 10 Deacons

Bishop Edsel Ammons charged the 24 ordinands with the words:
“You are let loose in the face of the open sun. Do all the good that
you can,” as he preached to them, their families, friends, and the
gathered conference in Goodrich Chapel on the Alblon College

the clock in the wall of the Garrett-
Evangelical Theological  Seminary
which had not been keeping time within
recent memory. When workman finally
took it out during renovations of the
library, they discovered the motor was
busily running, but was not engaged to
the hands. He then made the obvious
parallel to some ministries.

Using the Second Letter of Paul to
Timothy, the bishop encouraged the
new ordinands to “guard the truth. Not
just to have an open mind, but to set the
mind about the truth. But to use truth
not as something closed, but as a
launching pad and the place where all
wisdom and knowledge begin. To have
integrity means we are open to
continuing revelation from God, for
truth ultimately comes from God.
However, avold the ‘sound sleep of a
decided opinion’ and guard the truth
with integrity."

Bishop Ammons also advised the
new ordinands to “take authority, but
realize that the leadership you have
been given is best represented by a
crown of thorns and a suffering
servanthood."

The ordination service included a
service of communion, with the new
ordinands and the district superinten-
dents serving the worshippers. Also,
Frances Ann Horne was consecrated In-
to the office of Diaconal Minister.

ELDERS, 1983

Persons receiving full membership
and elder's ordination were:

Eric Steven Beck, born 10/20/56,
Lansing, Michigan. Home church:
Mount Hope UMC. Michigan State
University, BA in humanities, 1878.
Methesco, 1981. Will be marrying
Heather Copp of Eaton Rapids, Michi-
gan on July 30, 1983

Michael Ted Conklin, born 2/5/47
Lansing, Michigan. Home church:
Battle Creek First UMC. Western Michi-
gan University, BS, 1969. Mathesco,
1981. Married Deborah 3/11/78, Child-
ren: Jennifer 2/12/70, Sarah B/11/72.

Bruce Willlam Dempsey, born 7/31/
51, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Home
church: Faith UMC (formerly Valley
Avenue). Grand Rapida Junior Callege;
Aquinas College, BA, 1874; Wasten
Michigan Unlversity, MA, 1977. Chicago
Theological, 1981. Married Mary Jo
10/17/75. Children: Lilllan 7/22/81,
Sarah 4/19/80

Steven Roy Emery, born 3/25/66,
Lansing, Michigan. Home church: Si
Luke's UMC (Lexinglon, Kentuoky)
Lansing Communily GCollage; Olivel
Nazarene College, BA, 1877. Asbury
Theological, 1981. Marriad Chary!
12/27 /81

Dean Lynn Francla, born 7/22/53,
Framont, Michigan, Home ohureh

%

&

THE DREACONS' CLAGSE, ORDAINED JUNE 4, 1883

BNl drsen W01} Donale) N Fesvie, Kelth A

Troman, Maritl P, Bangand, Thumas

B Bemsamar. (Bscand row, from loll) Gerald B, Hagans, Lawrsnee M. Camaron
B Einger. (Baok, from lett) J. Robert Anderson, Michast 8. Long, Mk O
Johneon

L= —
THE ELDERS’ CLASS, ORDAINED JUNE 4, 1983

(Front, from left) Michael T. Conklin, Dean L. Francis, Kathryn M. Williams,
Deborah M. Johnson, Nancy L. Siker-Gieseler, Phillip W. Simmons. (Second row,
from left) Robert J. Mayo, Gary T. Haller, Valerie M. Hill. (Back, from left) Bruce
W. Dempsey, Bruce R. Kintigh, Steven R. Emery, Eric S. Beck, and Harry R.
Johnson.

First UMC (Holland). University of
Michigan, Bachelor of General Studies,
1978. Boston University School of
Theology, 1981. Married Nora 8/25/73.

Gary Thomas Haller, born 5/22/52
Battle Creek, Michigan. Home church:
Hastings First UMC, University of
Michigan, Bachelor of General Studies,
1975. Yale University Divinity School,
Master of Divinity, 1978; Master Sacred
Theology, 1981. Married Laurie B/12/
78. Children: Sarah 7/30/82.

Valerie Marie Hill, born 9/29/55,
Lansing, Michigan. Home church:
Pewamo UMC. Lansing Community
College, AA, 1975; Michigan State
University, BA, 1977. Perkins Schoal of
Theology, Southern Methodist Unj-
varsity, 1981.

Deborah May Johnson, born 7/7/52,
Clare, Michigan, Home church: South
Community UMC (Cadillac, Michigan),
Central Michigan University, BA, 1974,
Garrelt-Evangelical, 1981. Served as a
US-2 In Campus Ministry ai lowa State
University Wesley Foundation 1975-77

Harry Richard Johnson, born 6/6/42,
Paterson, New Jersay. Home chureh:
Traversa City Central UMC. Grang

R
REACTION TO CONFERENCE 'g3
“"Well, it's been the mos! marve-
lous confarance |'ve aver been ai/ |
really have appreciated that de-
spite the dilferences that peopie
have and that have bean expressed
an the lloor ol conferénce, that
this has been one conference
whara the spirit of togethernesa

has overriden our differences.”
- Nancy Siker-Gleseler,
E. Lanzing Peoples

Vallay Stote Collage, BS, 1975, Mathes-
co, 1981, Married Judy 6/5/858. Child
ran: Kristl  12/8/086, Jilan 1/5/70
Kimbarly F/27/74

Bruce Ray Kintigh
Alblon, Michigan. Moma ahurch: Cen
ootd UMGC, Spring Arbor College, BA
1818, Mathenoco, 1987, Married Kay
Ellzatmtn 8/ Childran: Tara Joy
B/ E M

Robert Jossph Mayo, Dom 4
Lanaing. Mighigan
Oothasmane UM
Michigan Htate
Purdus

borm 4/23/588,

20/49

Home hurch
Mungie, Indiana)
Univargity, B8, 197
MG, PhD, 1878

AR Marieo
Childran. Tim §/92/74
170, Lisa

Univeraily
United  Theciogioal
Sharon 771773
Chilgt 8/7Y/78
JBRMH 1

Naney Lynn

/B8 Chriany

ooy A

Siker-Gleseler  parn
Rapits,  Michigan
Home aureh: Alderagate UMG (Chrvivid
Aopits). Qiang Rapida Junior Col T
Alhion Collegen, Macalagty Gallege
OA, 1078, Yals Divinlty Bohool. 108
Marriadt Jal WO 100 Te

Phitllp Wilhlam Simmens, booo
W, Lake Glly, Mihigen Mome ahgien
Wenlay Paik UMO, Adnian C fagh. WA
1878 Matt L Mmviea Mo
N/AAB/AS. Chikden e el dmim
Nichple /3708 Seiain daresr aite
K y@ars in e UE Al Fares
Kathryn Macks Witlema ho B4
Chrand Magrdda, Michigan Momg Wurnh

(R 4]
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Lowell UMC. Grand Rapids Junior
College, AA, 1968; Northern Michigan
University, BS, 1970. Garrett-Evangeli-
cal, 1978.

DEACONS, 1983

Persons receiving probationary mem-
bership and deacon's ordination were:

James Robert Anderson, born 2/11/
41, Bueyrus, Ohlo. Home church:
Carleton UMC. Eastern Michigan Uni-
varsity, BS, 1979. Methesco, 1984,
Married Nancy Sue 10/12/78.

Marritt Franklin Bongard, born 9/8/
43, Alma, Michigan. Home church:
Riverdale-Elwell UMC. Central Michi-
gan University, BS in psychology, 1980.
Asbury, 1884. Married Lols 8/16/80.
Children: Tray 1/17/87, Shannon 1/1/
72.

Lawrence Michasel Cameron, born
1/15/58, Muskegon, Michigan. Home
church: Greenvilla First UMC. Albion
College, BA, 1981. Methesco, 1984,

Th Allen Cro , born 57127
48, Benton Harbor, Michigan. Home
church: Kalamazoo First UMC. Lake
Michigan College, AA, 1968. Central
Michigan University, BA, 1981. Union
Theologlical, 1984

Janel Ruth Ellinger., born 10/19/47.
Travarae Gity, Michigan. Home church
Sunnyside UMC (Kalamazoo). Adrian
Collage, BA, 1969 Garroit-Evangalical,
1985 ,

Donald Robert Ferrla, born 1/4/58,
Grand Rapigs, Michigan. Homa church
Grand Rapidsa: Aldersgate. Grand Valley

State Colloge, BS, 1880 Garrott-
Evangalical, 1884. Married Jl11 8/21/80

Gorald Francis Hagans, born 8/30/
41, Niles, Michigan, Home churah
Barrlon Springs UMG. Hope Golleg®,
BA, 1968, uUnited Thealogica 1984
Married Gayia 12/19/80. Children

Michelle 1/4/71
Mark Gregory Johnson, bom 11/8 54

Grand Rapids, Michigan. Home church
Wonley Parkk UMt Michigan Stale
Univeraity; Asbury College. BA, 187
Anbury. 188

Michael Bdward Long, boin 5/17/5%
Riveraide, Calllaimia,  Homs nurch
Enton Raplds Firsr LN Ant
e, BS Urn.  Ast ! !
1S4 Manied Det VD widren
Johntimw O Y/ Th 0 1 o/ it

Kalth Roland Tremaen n 3/10/00
Mu thagon, Minhige 1} 1
Cantral UMG  (Muskag Miskog
GG, 197440, Gl  Robar Vivarail
97881, DA, 1081, Garratt-Hva '
VIS Wil be going 1 a
NOtHthar lland duiing 1he o)
WNOO) v

A parson  recalving !
nambperghin only was

Paul Joasph Wahie -
WAy, U e G o ' a9 ol X
Hau villg T 1T Rt a1l s
Jumiit Gollelis, AA, TBRa &
Chllege, BA. 1080 Orasumte B
Mot IHina Uiy wity LA R
IR, ME I aduolli . W
Maoy aminary (Norsod b1 M
Maithisd Ptk 5708 e y
SLAL U res! Th el Todal Gl Me
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READY TO START THE MUSIC

Awaiting the opening conference processional are Bill Dobbs,
Wiitse, trombone; and Don Vuurens, hom.

e eeeeame = \WWeSt Michiga
Annual Confere

this newly chartered Benton Harbor church. Mel Willlams, pastor, Is shown at left.

&
REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83

"{ feel the Bishop made a very
positive difference in this confer-
ence. What could have been a far
more polarized conference with
perhaps bitter feelings turned out
to be one where we struggled
fogether and had a sense of unity,
by and large. The Bishop helped in
disoussions between people, in
the way things have gone on the
floor....with  appropriate com-
ments at appropriate times....and
with a spirit of lave or at the vary
leant respec! and dignity. | was
conocorned wo were @oing to be far
more polarized than we ended up

being."
! —Pastor, anonymous because he
did not want to sesm to be FOLK SINGER
¢ favor
urrying The special pesce presentation on
i AR T RS Friday night Included Debbla, an

outstanding UMC folk singer who
shared the message of peace In song. ;
SOJOURNER TRUTH ‘

Jane Heard picked up the thems
EMLC and women in “Herslory =

RETIREMENT TIME
When you find yourself in this
company, it's time! (Bob Smith)

COBROW HISTORY GIVEN /
Diane Vaie shares the ten year history of “ 7 8 F
COSROW In West! Michigan al the
celebrative breakias!. Rev. Vale design
ad the worship banner uassd during -

conference ¥ -

| RABACTION TO CONFERENCGE ‘83
n the whole, confersnog

woll

HEW ALBION PRESIDANT

Melal fulganmonk e greetad by
carnlaaticn anvd Bishop AMimons
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EMLC DEMOMNSTRATES INCLUSIVENESS
The EMLC Friday evening evening presentation Included black, hispanic, white,
Asian and native American United Methodists as six lane churches which had
made their EMLC per capital goal were honorad. From left: Ken Watt, Olga Tafolla,
Dave Crawford (EMLC Chairperson), Virginia Willlams, and Lewis White Eagle
Church.

WORSHIP AND PRAISE ABOUNDED a3
Alllurgical dance, Marilyn Miller, helped uplift the opening worship service. .

in ;w
"" ) . _-'

f p
- W S

-
LEGISLATIVE SECTIONS WORK AT
CONFERENCE
B asicasd e fine hoapital Ten legisiative committees debated and
L i e T - e e RN TR relined conference work before Il was reporied
S poviding refreshments throughout conference. REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 eetinadietimmee wail Sufors i Wae reRCT)

thelr work seriousily, and laciiltated conference
business.

"l guess, basically as always, !
appreciate the concern thal we
have gol, the dialogue we have
together, the fact that we oan
disagree and slill care abou! @
othes, and the democralic process
that goes on hare

Bav Reshman

NICENTENNIAL
UNCH GATHERE FOR CONFERENCE MIERENTED

1h wponing vorahip eiyli B Gulek pedanis The oadbilennis
tho conleranoe delegaten the wadalllon 1o Sharon Asdes andd Alahay

College 10v woarahly Falne Aminiang aller Ns e I

SO tennial prpanninils Kathy Oy el sl with foe »
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West Michigan Conference Report Continued

[Continued from page 7]

Peace Centers abolished were over-
whelmingly defeated, but a greater
balance in the materials and a careful
accounting of funding and budget were
asked for.

APPOINTMENTS
On the second day of the conference,
Bishop Ammons announced the

appointments of the ministers for the
coming year. Of the approximately 360
pastors serving local churches, 58 are
new appointments. Cabinet and board
of ministry officials pointed out that
although there Is presently room for
new ministers in the conference, the
next few years should bring an
oversupply of qualified ministers,
FINANCES

The conference approved a $4.36
million budget for 1983, an Increase of
5.3% over the current year. Although
there was no debate or discussion
about the budget on the floor of con-

ADMIRAL LAROCQUE

Special speaker al @ Church and Society

dinner and for the evening program

Friday, challenged the conference to
work lor nuclear disarmament.

lerence, caution wad given that the
budgel must be raised back home.
Also, concern was shown that church
world servics and benevoionce giving
dropped to 92% in 1882. Churches weore
Urged to make this payment, even a8
they wsre commended for the con-
larence's nation high special giving.
Legisintion was passed that six-lane
carllicates for mission g@iving be
Prosenisd only 1o those churches that
have aino paitd thalr world service and
bBenavalence apportionment in full

A repont on Lake Loulse giving that

Waled more time I8 nseded 10 roach the

G9!, and an axtenaion untll Septoambar
0, 1884 tor churches to the Penslon
Fund Grussde were also psrl of
conlerancs FPonaion lund is now ol
BOB.AT1 rocoived (50 with 96.6%
oapled of the §3,480 087 goal

QGENERAL CONFERENCE PETITIONS

o eporied lor the pel

nunl sonfatence

politions i

WNTH

COMMITTEE fEy
halrpsisan  Jatm  Frangls

Fiakdd et lia

NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS INTRODUCED

Ellen Brubaker and spouse Bob (Grand Rapids, left) and Ken McCaw and spouse
Jeanne (Kalamazoo, right) are introduced by Bishop Edsel Ammons.

General Conference of 1984. Included
were:

* Homosexuality (Ordination of Min-
isters)—voted to add the words: No
person who is a self-avowed practicing
homosexual shall be ellgible for candi-
dacy, ordination, appointment or re-
appointment In the United Methodist
Church. Also added to qualifications
were the words" fidelity in marriage and
chastity In singleness.”

* Priorities for next quadrennium, as
noted, were EMLC and Peace with
Justice.

* A North Central Jurisdictional
package of minor changes concerning
the jurisdictional episcopacy commif-
tee were unanimously passed.

* A lectureship in women's studies
in the name of Bishop Marjorie Swank
Matthews to be voluntarlly endowed

was endorsed
» A call for a “Farming and Food

Chain" White House Conference was
supported

* Lay and clergy equalization being
not equal due to numbers of retired
ministers missing was modified by
aoking that the number of retired
ministers registering at the preceding
conference be taken into account

Significant votes of non-concurrence
were also taken on a number of
potitions by the committee or the
conlerence. Resoundingly defeated or
nol considered were pelitions to:
withdraw from the NCC and WCC, allow
designated gWwing, harsher or more

rastrictive homosexual ordination petl-

.

'
GTILL GOING STRONG

Alyin “Pappy” Dolen ascorted by
Chartes Fullmer alisr greeling ihe
coOnlstENCE
CONPERIEMCE (BBUES
Annus! conferance lasus it}
polwes “:_r'.'_l‘wl." #hits _' 1isu
will Ga Juns 16 (Wes! Mithigsn
nalissl June U and e 20

(Oeleatl. inalisld Jun 4
Ak FRLL FLI| ") B
rallad; U cants assh Wiie
ol » Afvncule 318 M )
f Aws Adiis Vi f

tions, changing of the abortion section
in Social Principles, restrictions of the
Board of Global Ministries Mission
funding, etc.

OTHER DECISIONS

In other action, the conference:

* recognized and celebrated the
ministries of Royal Synwoit, Bob
Smith, Royce Robinson, Dick Selleck,
Darwin Salisbury, Bob Brubaker and
other significant conference leaders
that were changing jobs, or stepping
down,

* will work for more barrier free
conference meetings,

* yoted to suspend (end) the Nestle
Company boycott tied into the Infant
Formula task force at the recommenda-
tlon of the General Council of Minis-
tries, who were empowered to act for
the 1980 General Conference.

* received the statisticians report
(but not the rationale for the drop) that
reported 741 -fewer members- (82,711)
and the treasurer's report that reported
$1,806,880 more paid (all Items) by the
churches

* voted In corporate session to sell
the Grand Rapids District parsonage, if
requirad, with provision made to hold
the funds through the endowment
fund

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83
“Conference has been great!
This has been the first time !'ve
been to an annual conference and ]
I'm very high and very excited
about it. | think it's important to
have lay f:cOp!'J come o undear
stand the workings of the church
I'm going lo come again. I'd like
my husband (o come! I've been a
Methodist for twenty years but I've
navar thought before about how
important it i6 we come here (o
have this understanding
Karen Fathke
] North Muskegon

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVO

]

REACTION TO CONFERENCE &
“Well, this has been an exa

conference for me. | just
here kind of high and them s
some very special things lor 8
like the opportunity for otir ches
to be able to be representsd SR
program here and also for s S
part of a legislative groug, T
whole feel of the conferance W
good and the way we haseee
some things such as eleclioRs SN
what went with that. I'm ghes s
was here."

L

—Mel Wilia=ms
Benton Harbor Hese

PEACE DEBATE

Richard D. Wilson of the

Lakeside UMC reads a lengthy

to peace resolutions brought by

and Soclety chairperson Bob

(background). The Lakeside

brought a large number of
which were not concurred with.

HOST PASTOR WINGCES
The host pastor ol confersnce’™™ B
not always a happy ona. Dave
of Albion 1st reacts o snoths
for help from presiding Blshee
Ammona

THEIR TURN !
Ived with appreciation by daslse™t 3
olts, Sallaburys, Malhaes, Hasses

o)
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Part of God’s “Rag-Tag” Army
Hears Bishop Open Conference

Bishop Edsel Ammons

reminded West

Michigan United

Msthodists that they have to wrestle with the question: “How can we
sing the Lord's song in a strange land?” But he also reminded the
750 clergy and lay delegates that God goes with his tiny army in that
struggle during his opening homily to the annual conference entitled

“Be Steady—Be the Church.”

“Wa also become lost tribes of God
nal only because of the pressures of an
#%en cullure which surrounds us, but
Because of alien attitudes and percep-
iane within the life of the church itself
faulling In low visibility and confusion
#oul spirltual realities,” the bishop
2

He added that we are tempted to

Highlights of
West Michigan
Council Report

ALBION (MCA)—The Bob and Ellen
oW on Wednesday afternoon of
Seference was not the introduction of
W& new Grand Rapids district superin-
Wadent and her husband, but was the
=% mport made by outgoing Confer-
s Councll on Ministries director Bob
5ith |n tandem with Ellen Brubaker,
#ee-chalrperson of the council.

Bome of the highlights they lifted up
% conterence were:

| "For the past six years West
Mihigan has led all of United Metho-
®am in per capita giving to World
Minger and UMCOR. Domestic hunger
Segrams and plans have come from
eass roots local areas to the districts
el 1he conference.

| *The Ethnic Minority Local Church
SSehasis has been strengthened. Al-
Biugh much remains to be done, the
s are planted and growing.

*Days on the District are still one of
s moal craative programs the confer-
®es does, and will continue every other
rear

“The camping program is good,

Sshing between 13,000-15,000 people
ek vear.
1 the North Central Jurisdiction in
Mence Speclal glving, 90% of the
Ssthen participated in Advance Spe-
| S and the largest number ever were
%4 Lane Churches.

“¥his year the emphasis is on Women
S s Church, and this has been the
“Ses ol the 1983 annual conference.

BMLC has been a conference
By, with the conference raising
B 250,000 for Ethnic Ministries.
Salshed a new black church in
S Harbor (Hope), appointed a
S ssscclate pastor at Muskegon
Ssahis. and al this conference are
SResiing a blsck assoclate to Muske-
B Caniral. Working on a new black
SN i the Lansing area, a Spanish
'Gh'-‘!-i ghureh in Grand Rapids, and
' John, & Native American, I8 in
PEing in stminary!

Saaee with Juslice has boen the
S sanlerance priority. Established
SRS Cenlors (n the conference,
SRR Eth coming. Promoted the Jobs
SRR trogram In Michigan. Now
W more oducationn) emphanis

WG \ownrds long

maore tarm

S WiIN Birategic Planning Com
N smendalions and a major
-1.'..--; plan

N for 8 Naw Church Dovalop
S grarn with al loast on N

Fo et o
e

dad, both sthnlc and non

withdraw from the world or to seek
escape in speculating about the future,
But as Paul said in his heartfelt plea for
faithfulness to the church, “Be steady,
be alert, be the church, (stay on the
case)," were the words of advice given
by the bishop.

He went on to say, “We are again
living through an era of concentrated
and (| suspect) carefully orchestrated
attacks on major religious institutions
and their commendable records of
Christian charity in behalf of the poor
and the disadvantaged of this nation
and the world." Bishops Ammons then
made clear that reasoned criticism is
necessary, but the present criticism |Is
designed to be destructive.

He noted that, “What | am talking
about demands much more than right
answers to the questions being raised,
There are a lot of us preachers who have
it all together in the head—right
theology, right language—but not In
the heart. ..... Be in touch with your
roots not just in your head."

After a powerful story of two sisters,
one who lost touch with her roots,
Bishop Ammons quoted Arthur Schie-
shinger: ‘The crucial Issue of our day Is
not conservatism against liberalism,
but weariness and vitality.' He went on
to say, "And for clergy and lay leaders
of the church that is the issue and the
challenge. ... There are a lot of weary
and undernourished Christians In our
congregations who are being asked to
do more than their resources and
strength will allow.”

He then called the confarence to “use
the starehouse of truth and’ grace in
order to feed, prepare, and equip the
saints for a united witness in a divided
world."

Bishop Ammons concludsd with the
moving and hopeful word picture from
Martin Bell's Way of the Woll [The
Gospel in New Images]. He pictured a
rag-tag army, out of stap, stopping
along the way, going In circles, lad by &
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7 AW, YOU'RE EMBARRASSING ME!

“Bling" Crosby shares his affection for helpmate Wanda as Bishop Edsel and June
Ammons look on during the delightful and moving time with the retirees. Each
minister and spouse had their moment before Conference.

very old and very tired God.

The homily closed with these words
from Bell *....we're only human. And
mast of us are afraid and lonely and
would like to hold hands or cry or run
away. And we don't know where we're
going, and we can't seem to trust God—
especially when It's dark out and we
can't see God. Bu! God won't go on
without us, And that's why its taking so
long, Listen! The drumbeat isn’t even
regular. Everyone is oul of step. And
there! You see? God keeps stopping
along the way fo pick up one of the tiny
soldiers who decided to wander off and
play with a frog or run in a field, or
whose foaf got tengled in the under-
brush. God will never get anywhare that
way! And yel, the march goes on.. . "

Then Bishop Ammons shared: “In-
deed, the march does go on, our
wanderings and Weariness notwith-
standing, And now wé know it—for the
resurracted One has shown us—that
God will plek us up. Therefore, we arg
able to be steady, be alert, bhe (h
church :

o 0/ |M Conw P\)
cevcH A

/
.‘L_’/

BOB SMITH WAS EVERYWHERE!
Evan the mensage board at the West Michigan Annual Conterance had this cartoon
by Bl Torrey reminding delegates aboul the UMCOR neade
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Conference Bids
Fond Farewell to
11 Retirees

ALBION (MCA)—Laughter and
tears were the order of the day when

the 1983 retirees shared their
reminices and their wisdom late
Friday afternoon, June 3.

As has often been noted, we

sometimes use humor as a way to keep
our_sense of proportion In times of
stress and passage. Humor abounded,
bul sc did a genuine affection for the
ministry accomplished and the minis-
tars who acocomplished It

Some sample quotes are (llustrative:
‘I've heard ministers say they've been in
the ministry 0 many years and enjoyed
every minute of It That's a lie! There are
times | haven't anjoyed It. But there
have hean many greal times!"” (Howell).

“'m going fo sit out on our retire-
mant home deck, and walch something

move (hat | don't have fo push »
(Hutchens)
“How much | appreciate you lay

people ol the conferance for giving me
the opportunity to be a minisiers of the

gospel of Jesus Christ. " (lshaminger).
“I don't look i, but was & boy
preache: at one el (Rupert)

'm old enough o relire early buti’'m
not ald enough to Quit 'm going

an.” (Sallsbury)

WEST MICHIGAN CONFERENCE

RETIREES:

{Lint includen Ias! charge and DIGOO
al mlifemant, |1 Known

Altha M. Bames, Reading, Zfanas
villa, Oh Jameas (Bing) and Wanda
Crosby, GCassopolia, Gaylord and Bolly
Howall Boirien  Spiing Morham
Michigan; Glmenoe and Gena Hul
chenn, Allagar 07 Grand Hiv e
BEaton Raplide Marvin and Phyllls
Isemings:, Gpailon, Baile k. Wi

linm and Balty Jane Mathae
Hoover and Masel Rupertl. Kalama
rirsl Bpwoith
landa Soulthe iy Wern
Darwin (Red) and Marylin Ballabury
nand Nail m | AL Tupe L L
1 apide, Robwet and Heden Smith
Sial

LI "

Sihaienos
andd Rapid
Flowanoe Speese Ak
w 1o 19 I Ity Dirs Al

st

Wayne

11"
Viarmation Cente

el Tugmes

¥} h
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Senator Corbin Addresses
Adult/Family Ministries
Division at Conference

Senator Gary L. Corbin (D-Clio)

wha t,s Ha ppe n ‘,ng IN THE MICHIGAN AREA IN THE MI‘CHIG.A'

Single Adult Retreat, Camp Albright, Reed City, June 24, 25, and 26. Sponsored by
the West Michigan Conference Single Adult Committee. Theme: Single—Why Me!

spoke to the Division of Adult and Fam- COst: $45 for weekend. $20.00 Saturday only and $15 for children under 12.

ily Ministrles of the Board of Local

Pre-register: Ms. Norma Cobbs, 305 Electric Ct., Sturgis, MI 49091. Phone:

Church Ministries at 1 p.m. on June 9 jn  616-651-2543, after 5 p.m. A $10.00 non-returnable registration fee must

the Tobias Room at Adrian College. accompany registration.

Senator Corbin s the only ordained “The World Is Still Our Parish,” Monday-Thursday, July 11-14 at Anderson College,

minister In the Michigan Legislature.
He is the majority floor leader of the
Senate. He spoke on adult, family, and
other issues related to family life,
cugenthy begwg tl:c:ad in the legisiature.
enator Corbin, ordained

Church of God in Anderson, Ind?:na.me ks
highly respected in legislative dircles.
He has spoken to numerous church
groups and was the featured speaker at
the International Freedom Festival in
downtown Detroil three years ago.

Anderson, Indiana. A Good News Convocation on World Missions with major
speakers, music, seminars, includes a program for youth and children. Tour the
world with missionaries from four continents. Registration is $22 single, $44
couple, $58 family, $16 student (does not Include housing or food). For more
Infermation contact Rev. Howard Tyner, 612 Cassville Rd., Kokomo, IN 46901, tel.

IS 1983 Detroit Conference School of Christian Mission has as theme, “Come! Let Us
Grow Together." Weekend school runs July 15 to Sunday, July 17, at Adrian
College. The five-day school runs Sunday, July 17 through Thrusday, July 21.
Drive-in Day is Tuesday, July 19. Contact: Sue Walls, publicity director, 225
Munger Road, Holly, M| 48442, 313-634-8423.

Lab V, July 22, 23, 24, at Adrian First UMC, 1245 W. Maple, Adrian. Sponsored by

Dorothy Mercer
Certified as WM
Director of Music

KENTWOOD—In the West Michigan
Conference of the United Methodist

Detroit Conf. Board of Local Church Minlistries. Cost: $55.00 before July 7; $65.00
after July 7. Send registration to Betty Stewart, 225 E. Court St., Flint, Ml 48502,
(313) 235-4651 or 234-3221, checks payable to Pam Mathieu.

Junior high bike hike, sponsored by the Detroit Conference Division on Qutdoor
Education, July 25-30. Designed for youth entering 8th and 9th grades in the fall.
Location: Judson Collins Camp. Cost: $83 per person. Leader: Harold Durfey. Info:
Camp Registrar, 155 West Congress, Detroit, Ml 48226, phone 313-961-8340.

g"'r':c":g;s Lh"’:u::g_%w: i;"“"" C:‘”g“’ﬁ New Beginnings Seminar, August 9-11, beginning at noon, Emrich Conference
an McUree Center, Brighton, MI. For pastors newly appointed and their spouses.

of the Eaton Rapids United Methodist
Church; and the other is Dorothy Mercer

Recommended as a valuable continuing education event and an excellent
transition experience. Training staff: Dr. Ross Nicholson, Dr. Norbert Smith, Mrs.

of St. Paul's United Methodist Church jenella Smith, Rev. James Thompson. Sponsored by Division of Leader

In Kentwood, who was just certified Dy D ment, Boar f I Ministri Registrar: P i
I A : Patricia Paine, Detroit
evelopmen ard of Local Church Ministries. gi . i

The rarity of the certification Is due to
the dedication required for the accom-
plishment

thereof. In addition

to community, denominational, acumeni-
cal, (c) graduate study at intervals, (d)
personal renewal of spiritual life; and

Effective experience for at least
twelve months In a full time (or fully
responsible) appointed or employed
relationship as the leader of music in a
local United Methodist Church.

Once a director of music is certified,
he or she must stay currently certified
gach year by: taking units of continuing
education, by reading scholarly texts in
the fleld, and by remaining currently
and actively employed in music in a
Methodist church,

INDIVIDUAL SHORT-TERM
VOLUNTEER-IN-MISSION
OPPORTUNITIES

UMCOR OPPORTUNITIES
One orthopedic surgeon needed
t0 serve al the Maua Hospltal In
nM::: lr(agyn {(about 90 miles
4] alr 1
5-28, 1983, obl) from Augus
One gynecologist needed to
serve al the Maua Hospital in

Dorothy Mercer, member of Si. Paul's
UMC, Keniwood, slis at the keyboard
she knows and playe so well. Dorothy Is
the director of muelc at Faith United
Methodisl Church and was just recently
certifisd by the bishop of the West
Michigan Conference.

neading o bachelor's degroe from an

acorgdiled college with a major n M
music and additional study in church 1&‘;" Ryl foom| Augre G20,
music, theology, Bible, warship, o

WORLD DIVISION OPPORTUNITY

One sirplane mechanic for (wo
engine Cesana 402 neeoded (o
sorve for approximalely three-six
moniha in Zaire. Depariure date to
bo arranged with Pat Rothrook.
Possible support

hymnology, and membership in ihe
Mothodist church, other ongoing ro-
quirementa include:

Recognized Chrislian character, lead-
erahip, ability, personal compelence
angd commiiment 0 the churgh's
miniatty through musio;

Physical capscity, smotional ma- (Ady direct project axpenses
!um'y sound judgmen!. and abllity o :::Ultlth:o vmt%c'n.:;ln”dﬁ:ﬁlol:ﬁ.idﬂ
wotk with o,

R thiough  interBhering. Approxi-

Basic understanding of lurgy, ritual,
and Ihe educalions! ministry of the
Unitad Mothodis! Churoh

mate round trip airfara from New
York City (s $1150.) Intevesaied

6 should ocontect Inter-
A gontinuing program of stydy and i
anrohmant inclsding (a) resding, (b) 2;:}:‘0' Box 148, Kalamazoo, M

Darticipetion in protesslonal groups-

o ——

BAY BHIOREI EVANGELICAL CAMP

Prasaonis ST 1 i

BaAYy SKNORE CAMP

Gonference, 155 West Congress, Suite 200, Detroit, M 48226, 313/961-8340.

Detroit Conf. to Sponsor
Junior High Bike Hike
Based at Judson Collins Camp

The Detroit Conference Division on
Outdoor Education is sponsoring, from
July 25-30, a first-time bike hike
designed for youth entering the eighth
and ninth grades in the fall. This event
will be based out of Judson Collins
Camp In the Irish Hills and the bikers
will tour the Pinckney and Waterloo
State Recreation Areas. The cost is
$83.00.a person and if the fee |s paid in
full prior to camp, there is a $5.00
discount.

Mr. Harol
dean from M
pikers, and a

d Durfey, an experienced
anitou Beach, will lead the
dult counseiors will also

any them. Depending on the
ﬁifnmﬁ a¥1d terrain, the group may
average 30 miles per day and will make
side trips to visit the Chelsea Home and
e of Judson Collins,
for whom the camp was named. All
tents, cooking equipment, and food will
be furnished and jarge items will be
rransported In 2 separate vehicle. The
bikers will need to furnish their own
bikesa (3 to 10 speed), a duffle bag for
thalr clothes and personal Items, an air
matiress or ground pad, and a bike
!Iag(." more information and registration
{orms, those Interested should contact
the local church office, or the Camp
Regintrar, 155 West Congress, Detroit,
M| 48226, phone: 313-961-8340

Adrlan Alumnl Board
Elects New Officers

ADRIAN, Mich. - The Adrian Collaege
Alumnl! Association board of directora
slegied olficors 1or the coming yoar at a
moant moatling. Eiecled (0 oneo-year
warme are Elizabath Blair 8t Clalr of
Adelan; Margarat Powall Thomas of
Tiftin, Ohic James King of
Hilisoale

and Dr

MICHIGAN CHRISTIA

Our Churches

Bud Buchner and E
Honored at Fruitpeo
Minister Appreciatio

Rev. Lewis “Bud" B
Edward Rogers and their
honored May 15 at Mini
tion Dinner sponsorad
United Methodist Fellows

The event was held
Angus Restaurant in Mui
lowing dinner, certificat
tion were presented to
and Rev. Rogers for thelfe
and faithful service to tha#
and each was presentss
beautifully-decorated cakel
enjoyed by the entire gro

Rev. and Mrs. Harold
Spring Lake led the group i
sing-along and also providss
music using piano, trumpet ass
dian.

In addition to his responsi
pastor of Ravenna United -
Church, Rev. Buchner has
served as pastor of the Frulloass
Methodist Fellowship sinca i
ning in February, 1982, Alsa
beginning, Rev. Rogers has
worship leader and youth leadet
fellowship, in addition to his o
responsibilities in the Muskegon
ministry.

. —-"-‘_'

W

Lewis “Bud” Buchner (ish §

Rev.
Rev. Ed Rogers were o
Fruitport United Mathodist

Appreciation Dinner, May 18

SAFETY TIPS FROM
OWOSSO FIRST UMD

Do not ride in an auiGMORE S
get in the way of one—They &
20% of all fatal accldents.

Do not stay at home; 1% &
accidents happen ther.

Do not walk around the &
14% of all accidants G
pedestrians.

Do not travel by aif W8
water; 16% of all accidents s
rasult of these activities,

Only .001% of all fatsd
dents occur in church, OF
|-lt is the safest place 1o bs

1

o

§
s
5

AMMONS PREACHES IN TRA
CITY

Hishop Bdan) Ammodns Nesaieg
taaih  annlvernary of

¥
Coantral Unlted Malhosisi w

W
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Mlington UMC's family camp involved more than 150 members and friends.

Digitized by the Michigan Conference A

lured from left to right are (adults): Harold Jensen, Harry Burns, Minnle

'&iylh, Waldo Boyd, Edith Hess, Edna Kurpsel, Mamle Jensen, and Mary Lou

Wer. Children (l-r): Bradley Petzold (standing), Todd Smith (sleeping), Jennifer
Barnard, Monica Dawn Hoornstra, Christina Barnard, and Tony Nichols.

Millington’s Family Camp Theme: “How Great Thou Art”

Jhe accompanying picture typifies
% ouireach of the 13th annual family
#mp for the Millington United Meth-
%41 Church family. This year's camp,
Bllled "How Great Thou Art,” enter-

some 150 plus members and

5 of the church.

Shairmen for the weekend were Holly

New Members
‘cum Lake UMC

& 4nd Terr) Hoffman, Lynn and Judy
,and Rox Anne Jarrell.

“nirsl UMC, Detrolt

Wan Adams, Linda and Bob Clay, Pat

o Doug Renaud, and Charlene Uresy.
Springs UMC _

‘lnwcep'cgady, Theresa Mabie, Kit

Michael Priest, Kris Priest,

snlang!a. and Rachel Shangle.

i Helson UMC

\m" Bartlatie, Caroline Bartlette,

Bais Castine, Don Shaffer, and Pat

l:w.r C, Livoni

A ew's UMC, Livonia

H:T:‘!arson. Debbie Beckw:th,'i__e-
inger, Amy Harrison, Kim

'&,gﬁr Dgn Kendall, Dean Kendall,

| Mualler, Kristen Neison, Cindy

"ll‘ Jonniter Schuerman, Julle Was-

and Joff Younker.

i C
ha UB,:bcock, Laura Babcock,
"‘ﬂn; and Shirlee Bowers, Jeffrey and
wna MoDonald, Douglas and Mar-
Bie Miller, Pamela Smith, Richard
%% fabecca Smith, David all'ILi Janet
‘hma:n maurice and Julia Sylvia
Wus snd Ruth Wildfong

.
Sssiwood UMC, Muskegon

) h. Laura Davey, Randy

I pill Grams, Kelly Herron,

Hudeon, Kim MeCormick,

Mecarmick, Mark Powlenko, and
Wygie

;. Escanaba
“:.mlar. Scolt Galner, Jeffery
Jennifer Johnson, Alex Jokipil,
1 A
Mtanturgh, Dawn Ross Erlka
ang Judy Whitney
UMC, Grand Rapids
ﬂlﬂoumn Jeannie Balloy
Lmathem

and

Rl I'-Hfl‘)-h"P-mmf IN YOUR
1 RELIDIOUS HERITAGE

E M’ this piiale

.'WI!IF |
‘l s TR A ™
L e
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200 ¥X
T
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NAT
maa
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Brown, Ed Dawson, and Wayne Brown.
The planning by these men, along with
the help of numerous volunteers, made
the weekend most enjoyable.

Good food, good friends and good
fellowship are the reasons the ages
span from weeks old to the octe-
genarians as pictured.

IN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN THE UNITED .

Otisville UMC

Judi and Jim Phillips.

Georgetown UMC, Jenison

Jeanell Insalaco, Michelene Insalaco,
John Insalaco, Donald Lancaster,
Marilyn Lancaster, Charles Smith,
Katherine Smith, Sandra Wesorick,
Debbie Bailey, Amy Boss, Barbara
DeRidder, Caroline Doornbos, Kathy
Gonyer, Gregory Gonyer, Susan Haver-
kamp, Thomas Hibbard, Jannette Hib-
bard, Laure! Irwin, Karin McNell,
Michael McNeil, Dawn Petzak, Richard
Petzak, Linda Storey, Dean Storey,
Brenda Storey, Kathieen Watzel, Rick
Watzel, Richard Woodison, and Joyce
Woedison,

Munith UMC

Helen Palmer, Dwayne and Myrtle Wiid,
Billie Mitchell, Kim Dancer, and Merlin
Johnson.

Webberville UMC

Ingrid Flock, Katie Flock and Kathy
Lahr

Kalamazoo: Milwood UMC

Verne and Joan Lake, Robert and Janice
Kocisky, Lynne and James Park, Jr.,
DiAnne Heidanus, Barbara and Richard
Reynolds, Mark and Debra Tallls, Dabra
and David Townsand and Neal and Mary
VanSwedan

Ferry UMC, Hesperia

Mr. Robin Howards, Mrs
Howards, and Lucllie Asch,

Barbara

Our full-time

praduction

Otto H. Steen
Honored at
Marine City UMC

The Marine City Methodist Church
honored the late Rev. Otto H. Steen on
April 24, during services, by naming
their educational building, The Otto H.
Steen Educational Bullding.

Rev. Steen was born in Norway in
1897, the son of a square rigger sea
captain. In 1917 he graduated from the
Oslo School of Marine Engineering, and
in 1921 was graduated from Horton
School of Engineering. He moved to the
United States in May 1822,

During his first seven years in the
United States he received his B.A.
degree from Northwestern University in
Evanston, Ill. and his B.D. degree from
Drew Seminary in Madison, N.J. He
served bi-lingual churches In the
Norwegian-Danish conference for 12
years. In 1939, the Steens transferred to
the Detroit Conference and moved to
Manistique, where they served for four
years.

Rev. Steen served ten churches, the
last two being Escanaba First Meth-
odist for nine years and Marine City
First Methodist, where he was named
Pastor Emeritus, for ten years.

During this ten-year period, at Marine
City First Methodist, the Church school
flourished and Sunday attendance in
Church school was between 148 and
189. More space was needed.

Permission was granted in May 1956,
to add a new educational wing on the
north of the church building that would
measure 34'8 by 39'. This provided an
elght room annex that could be used for
Church school and with sections
sultable for the use as a lounge and
pastor office.

This new educational wing was
dedicated on June 3, 1957, but never
named, In an all day celebration, with
Bishop Marshall Reed, the main
speaker. Thera was a mortgage burning
celebration on April 18, 1957.

In 1981 Rev. Steen was honored by
election as a delegate fo the Methodist
World Conference In Oslo, Norway

The Steens retired (n 1963 and moved
to Manistique, where Mrs. Steen still
rasides, He was a keen Bible student
and his presching was Bible-based and
very inspirational

A speclal program was presented
during this Sunday service. A memorial
plaque designed and given as a love
gift, by Margaret Bridges-Danneals,
was presenfed (o the church by
administralive board chairperaon, Mras
Harvey Finstorwald, 1o be mounted on
the oulside of this building

A poem that had been wriltan
twenty-flive yoars previously by Mra
Altred Cain, for the original dedication
was read aghin by Mrs. Cain, A
cortificale was given 10 Mra. Steen to
ocommamorala this occasion

Runs a Printing Service
| For Your Church

manage:, Terry

Waider, can put It all together In a printing
service that makes mimeographing expensive

and obsolete. Wrlte or call and nak fod

g fhe M}chigainrcﬁristian Advocate l
l
|
\
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astimate, You will ba ploasantly surprised!
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MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOTATE

rchives of the United Methodist Church

PAGE 13

Participants In the Belleville/Romulus
walk/Jog-a-thon.

Belleville/Romulus
UMCs Raise $3500
At Jog-A-Thon

A walk/jog-a-thon was sponsored by
Belleville/Romulus churches on May
15. $3,500 was raised by the walkers/
joggers and two roller skaters. The
walkers, Joggers and skaters gol
pledges for various amounts for each
mile they covered. These pledges
totaled $3.500

Cora Vandecar of Willow United
Meathodist Church raised over $200 by
hersel!, Laura Love of Romulus Com-
munity United Methodist Church raised
about $100

12.5% of the money ralsed went to
"Rendering Emeargency and Community
Help" (REAGH), a coalition of Romulua
church and service agencles. 12.5%
went 1o “The Food Closael,” an
amergency food agency at the Belleville
First United Methodist Chureh. 50% ot
the tunds will go to world hunger

First ald and trangportation for those
who could not compiste the walk was
provided by The Kwik Helpers. a cB
club

The walkers from Romulus mael al
Romulus Community United Mathodist
Church and walked down Huron River
Drive to Belloville's St.  Anthony's
Catholic Church and back 10 Romulus
Bulloviile's pericipants met al St
Anthony's Catholic Ghurch and walked
down Huron River Driwa 0 Romulus
Gommunity United Methodist Church
angd back to S1, Anithony s

The sponsoring churches ware: Rom

ulus  Communily United Methodial
Ghurch, Bullevilig's Trinity Episcopal
Churah, Balloville Eirat Unilad Meth
adiat Chureh. Ballaville's St, Anthony's

Catholi Ohurah Romuylun's
munity Baptist Churoh, Romulus’s
Baptist ( United
Pregbytarian Chureh

Lom
Eirai

huteh and Belloville

ADVOCATE NEWS AND AD
DEADLINES
For lesye Dated
Juhe 30
Hegin summe
July 21
August tn

- Jekel

Moving & Storage Co

Matetinl Due

June 18

July 7
Auguai 4

SERVING MICHIGAN
M YFANS

OveEn

nined
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Mt. Olivet Celebrates
Pentecost With Birthday Party

The Mt. Olivet church of Dearborn
celebrated Pentecost in the spirit of a
birthday party for the Christian Church
on May 22. The worship service
incorporated a number of unusual
features highlighting the meaning of
Pentecost.

The fourth to sixth grade children
led the waorship procession with small
banners depicting various Pentecost
themes with scriptural references which
they read as an opening call to worship.
A large sanctuary banner the children
had made was placed next to the altar.

The message of Pentecost was
exprassed through the music of the
chancel cholr directed by Ellen King,
special instrumental numbers by Diana
Grannan on the flute, Ruth Williams on
the organ and Ellen King on the piano.
The service theme was enhanced by the
reception of the youth confirmation
class, and climaxed by the entire
congregation's gathering on the church
lawn to release balloons with Pentecost
messages attached.

The congregation then joined in a
"birthday party” in the fellowship hall
that Included a potluck dinner, and
three large birthday cakes with Ice
cream. The U.M.Y.F. provided post-
dinner entertainment with a humorous
“make-me-laugh” program as part of
their project to raise funds for Gamp
Kinawind,

The day's activities were under the
direction of choir director Ellen King,
assisted by Pagtor David Church and

church school teachers Janice Frank
and Joan Mueller.

Dorothy Reuter, Ellen King end Bonnle
Bowle display Pentecost “Birthday
Cakea" at M1, Ofivat church, May 22,

——— R R R R R R R e ——————
Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church

Rev. Tim Hastings, right, converses with Mr. and Mrs. Richard (Lynette)
Burmeister, and their daughter Heather, at the confirmation banquet held at First
United Methodist Church In Saginaw, May 16.

40 Students of 7 Churches
In Saginaw Area Complete
Unified Confirmation Class

Forty students from seven United
Methodist Churches recently completed
a unified confirmation class, when the
pastors combined both their students
and their teaching abilities to give an
experience that a single church could
not give by itself. For the students there
was the opportunity to meet and to get
to know people from other churches,
in addition to seelng ministers other
than their own.

The classes were held at overnight
meetings in the participating churches:
an October overnight at Swan Vallay, a
January meeting at St. Charles, and a
March session at Hem;::ll‘c-ma ol B

luding the 8
bafz:gt St the First United Methodist

ws@Wwaren in Saginaw. Chris Grefe of the

Loose Caboose provided a sing-along
after the meal, and Rev, Eric Hammar
celebrated communion with the con-
firmands and their parents. Rev.
Hammar is the district superintendent
of the Saginaw Bay District of the
United Methodist Church. The young
people were confirmed In their own
churches on Pentecost Sunday, May 22,

The participating churchas and thelr

FATHER'S DAY —JUNE 19

wain of second  milk

pastors were Tom Brown [l of the
Hemlock and Nelson U.M. churches;
Frank Cowick and Tim Hastings of
Saginaw First U.M. Church; William
Omansiek of the St. Charles and Brant
U.M. churches; Philip Rice of the
Freeland U.M. Church; and Grant
Washburn of the Swan Valley U.M.
Chureh.

Seminars for Unemployed
Held in Traverse City

The churches of Traverse City led in
sponsoring @& free series of five
seminars for the unemployed reaching
nearly two-hundred persons. The Idea
began when Dr. David Crawford of
Gentral United Methodist Church found
a need with Rev. William Hertel and
Rev. Jack Kraklan of Asbury and
Emmanue! Churches, They undertook
planning for the sessions inviting co-
sponsorships with The Salvatlon Army,
Ministerial Association, The United
Way, The Labor Council, Northwestern
Michigan College, Consumers Power
Company. Community Mental Heaith,
Department of Social Services, etc.

The firat session at Northwestern

*APPROVED DETROIT
CONFERENCE MOVER= |
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Registrants at the Traverse Clty seminar for the ummplom;
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Carolyn Grigereit dirscted
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This experience and a &
following Thursday conciuses
year's Youth Club activities
church. Jan Humphray ang
Worthington were the Youth
directors.
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Michigan College provided a
overview and job retraining
available. The remaining fous
at Asbury Church focussd o
A Job,"” "“Emotional Hagiss
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West Mendon Banquet Names
Two Mothers of the Year

The 30th annual mother-daughter
banquet of the West Mendon United
Methodist Church was held recently at
the Mendon High School cafetorium
with 113 mothers, daughters, grand-
mothers and friends present.

The welcome was given by the
president of the UMW, grace was given
by Sara Morse, and the banquet was
served by the men of the church.

The toastmistress for the program
was Joyce Kline. Toasts to the mothers,
daughters and grandmothers were given
by Lou Ann Moord, Barbara Harrison
and Rebecca Moord. Dorthy Stoldt and
Dora Plummer were named mothers of
the year and given corsages and plants.

The speaker of the evening was Mrs.
Kathleen Marvin of Three Rivers, who

' The annual CROP Walk fer tha Williams!on-Webbervllls area brought out 536 gave an lnspmng message, "“Tell It to
walkers and 14 runners on a 14-mile run/walk.

Williamston-Webberville
CROP Walk Draws 550

With a goal of $14,000 to relieve world
Bunger, 536 walkers and 14 runners of
| Williamston, Webberville, and sur-
Wunding areas participated in their

| #snual CROP Walk on April 24.

. The course covered 14 miles between
Williamston and Webberville. The com-
®unity project helps to support a food
Bank for the needy in the area and a

i und-meal program. A total of
Lol the funds raised in the walk will

A to the participating communities

ip local people.

Inators for the CROP Walk

Berlin Has Mother
Daughter Banquet

¥ha West Berlin UMC Mother-
ter Banquet was held on Thurs-
svening, May 18, in the church
ship hall.
JBeeker. with. daughter Kay
Bnd Sandy Revoldt planned a fine
gomplete with beautifully
keapsake programs.
4 Faust and Dorothy Kohlhagen
Pamisd guests as they arrived. After
SWryone was seated, Myra Faust gave
8% invocation
B eallowing dinner, UMW President,
Rhaiss Coard welcomed all and intro-
Bsd Carol Willing who gave a tribute
B he molher, Gertie Brooks, followed
B & Iribute to all mothers present.
Bes 4nd Corle Brooks and Crissy
Piag rociied their rendition of "Roses
e me in honor of their grandmother
Brocen
Iha Wes! Berlinettes
which Julla Nie
e sho penned i
assrnolhet. Marg
Shsigtinn Nickolaus
Brarmanthorg
g HimA,
o “The Blp llii};‘;.vt
Eaed Mickolaus. Gertie B
Iribute to Daughteore
Mother Award went (o
p BB years Y

sang two songs
olaus read a
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: Nickolaus
ead a tribute to all
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were William Wheeler of Webberville
United Methodist Church and Mrs. Jo
Schoff of Williamston UMC.

Other churches and groups that
walked and had recruiters from their
areas were Perry-Shaftsburg UMC,
Stockbridge UMC, Williamston Center
UMC, Williamston Free Methodist
Church, Wheatfield UMC, St. Mary's
Catholic Church, St. Catherine's Epis-
copal Church, Rowley Wesleyan
Church, Van Town-Dansville UMC; St.
John's Lutheran Church of Fowlerville;
Webberville UMC; Williamston UMC;
Kiwanis of Williamston; the Webbervllle
4-H Club; and Webberville and William-
ston school students.

This year David Bower, the director of
the Lansing CROP office, walked with
this group.

The Kiwanis Club of Willlamston and
the United Methodist Women of the
Webberville and Willliamston churches
provided the snack for the walkers,

scouting. John's hobbles ara bassball, football,

Your Children.” The benediclion was

given by Marilyn Higgins.

West Mendon's mothers of the y;m- are
(I-r) Dorothy Steldt and Dora Plummer.

b 4
EAGLE SCOUT AT WILLIAM S. FORD MEMORIAL UMC

The William S. Ford Memorial UMC In Delrolt celebrates its firal Eagle Scout In 156
years. John Rilay, who began as a Cub Scoul, has earned the highes! rank In

and track, and he le on the

swimming team. He will becoma the asalstant scoul mastor In the fall. Pictured

above are (L-R): Soeut Master Roberl Vehoski; Rev, Jusnita Ferguson, pastor al

William S, Ford Memaorial UMC; Eagle Scoul John Riley, Wayne Pihalja, chalrman
ol the adminisirative board; and Robert Soble, sesisiant soou! maste:
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MISS JEAN LOVE, director of single
student housing and middler student at
Asbury Theological Seminary, won the
second place John Harrison Ness
Memorial Award. Sponsored by the
General Commission on Archives and

Jean
Love

History of the United Methodist Church
in Madison, New Jersey, Jean won the
$100.00 second prize for her paper, “The
Devotion of John Wesley As Revealed in
His Letters to Women."" This is the first
time Asbury Seminary has submitted
papers to be considered for this award.
From St. Johns, Miss Love is a
candidate for deacon's orders in the
Detroit Conference. She hopes to
graduate from seminary in May, 1984,
with a master of divinity, and return to
the Detroit Conference as a pastor

BISHOP JOEL D. McDAVID, presid-
ing Blshop of the Atlanta Episcopal
Area of the United Methodist Church,
has been appointed to the faculty of
Emory University's Candler School of
Theology. Appointed as Churchman in
Residence, McDavid will begin at
Candler In September 1984, following
his retirement in June of 1984. He will
teach Chureh Administration and Mis-
sion and will counsel students regard-
Ing the mintstry, particularly In relation-
ships with annual conferences,

"My Pegce T GIVE 1o You..."

PAUL DOUGLAS MERRELL, age 33,
died April 22, at St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital, Ann Arbor, alter & couragecus
struggle with cancer. Born January 17
1950 in Pontiac, he was the second son

of Rav. and Mrs. Rogoer W. Marrell, now
of 1045 Queen Ci., Miltord, MI. Paul
married Carol Bird of Milan. He was

of McDanald's of

operations Mmanager
He and his famlily

Livingaton Gounty

activaly supported the Brighton UMC
On May the ball choir robas were
dodicated to his memory, Paul was
prasident of the Brightan Area Jayceos
n 1976-77 and was active in banevalent
communily projects, Inoluding Boy
Scouls. In addition © his wite, he |Is

To Change Addreas
To Subscribe
To Renew
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survived by two sons, Nathaniel and
Timothy, both at home; his parents:
three brothers, Dan of Kanab Utah'
Kirby of Royal Oak and Fr.:mk o;
Milford; two sisters, Barbara Merrel| of
Ypsilant! and Mary Merrell-Thomas of
Lgncaster. Pennsylvania, and several
nieces and nephews, Memorial services
took place April 24 at the First UMC of
Brighto_n with Dr. Richard G, Cheatham
;f::lea':.mg. Memorial gifts in Mr.

S name are ;
Ronald McDonald Hs;:.igs?eesi:d o
McDonald's of || gy

urch, 400 East
MI 48116,

REV. MERTON L, STEVEN
23 at Hurley Medica) Center Burto
was ai._Burn in Flint op Ju'na 13 ? o
;; T;;;ed Metha Whitney on Au§31i
ror' - . He was an active Um mlnists
: years, sarvlng as dj o
superintendent of the Pp, el
District from 1960-196g oy uron
member of the Detroj
Surviving are his wife otha; :
and daughters-in-law, wpie o 5°N8
Marilyn Stavens of Plymaut oy,

Mary Stevens of Vanwh.dohn and

S died May

ért, Ohig;
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daughter and son-in-law Waneta and
Jim Hawes of Mt. Clemens; 9 grand-
children; 8 great-grandchildren; brother
and sister-in-law Kenneth and Margie
Stevens of Burton; nieces and nephews.
Memorial services were held at the
Atherton UMC, with Rev. Charles
Marble officating. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to this church.

MRS. GERTRUDE LILA PRESTON
(DOTY), age 94, of Boyne City, formerly
of Saginaw, died June 3 at Grandvue
Medical Care Facility in East Jordan.
Born in Fairgrove on July 15, 1888, the
former Gertrude Smalling married Rev.
Samuel Morley Preston in Saginaw in
1843, He died in 1961, Gertrude lived in
Saginaw most of her life, summering in
Boyne City after her retirement. She
was a legal secretary for Crane and
Crane of Saginaw. She was also 2
director of dramatics for churches and
clubs in Saginaw. A member of the
Boyne City UMC and Jefferson Ave.
UMC in Saginaw, she is survived by a
niece, Mrs. Harold (Madeline) Diehl of
Boyne City. Graveside services were
held June 4, with Rev. Allan Valkema
officating. Memorials may be sent to
the Jefferson Ave. UMC, Saginaw, and
Boyne City UMC.

A New Day
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Deborah:

Supporter and Leader

For Sunday, June 26
Judges 4:4-9, 14-16; 5:1-3

By Paul L. Hartman

H AVE YOU ever had the experience of
being empowered by someone's pre-
sence? Isn't it a wonderful feeling? You
have seen it happen many times. A little
boy playing baseball may m_)t play up to
his potential until he sees his parents in
the stands. Then, :

catch or drives in the winning run. A
woman may find that caring for her
children on her own is too much until a
certain friend stops by, and she is
empowered to start anew. We can all
recall moments in our lives when we
have been sirengthened by someone

else.

he makes a saving

This was the effect Deborah had on

Wﬁf&mf
Music Festirat
A2l D—

Blanchard,
Michigan |

e
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Barak. He was a military leade
an almost impossible task &
had prophesied victory over
army, but Barak did not fes!

confidence in this prediction ™%
why he said to Deborah, “If you

with me, | will go; but if you wis

with me, | will not go.” Bams

empowered by Deborah’s presesis
Like the other Judges of tha =

Deborah was a charismatic luq.il

organized the loose confedemsss
tribes between the end of ihe
and the beginning of the manassy
historical pattern during e
involved the breaking of the
on the part of God's people;
punishment through the op
foreign powers, followed by
repentance, which led to the
strong deliverer. The Judges wese
deliverers who were called e
special purpose and given y
of wisdom, leadership, and pows

| am always impressed with S
God calls and uses peopla. The
had no special prerequisites Thas
not begin with leadership
outstanding personal stiengis
was an exile because of his |
birth and led an outlaw tribe
was often given to fits ol
rage. Deborah, our main charmete
unique among the Judges & e
woman mentioned. Howeves, i
shared the common experience o
called and blessed by Goa
performed extraordinary Hsas
unusual objects. Thay wera
successful with such weapons as
goad, a tent peg, and ke
remains of an animal. The
described in Judges UNGarEEaS
need to trust in the power of Gas
than in our own strength.

Though the stories {old s
border on legend, wa ballove S
still works in this way. God S
people to perform exiracrcingsy
God continues to empower us s
things which lead to del
return us to the right ralal
God. Either we feal Gogy
directly or we are empowers §
through the prasancé of SOmess

The story of Daborah ang S“H
weaches us that God doaa ROl
power to be laft unused, Tos S
pray for strength we don'l s
When we ask for God's poss |
should be prepared (0 use ihe
God gives. Whan we Ara S
God, either directly or IOGES
else, wa dare nol Say, ™
This very moment is the e
God's strength and usa i

Think about the times Yo
agmpowered to do soms
And think about the Ways by
strangth camo, Now, G5 SN
the many DeboIRE

God for
Iife
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