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At 148th Annual Session 

West Michigan Conference Empowers Women, 
Minorities, and Starts Long Range Planning 
ALBION-General Conference petitions, elections, and peace resolutions were among 

the other business of the West Michigan Annual Conference meeting May 31-June 4. The 
750 lay and clergy members, convening at Albion College, lived out the theme of the 
conference, "Women In the Church-a changing Image." 
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Women and minorities were gen-
1 "'e'y empowered during the sessions. 
'le Yote for a more than representat lve 

r _'8Qatlon to General and Jurisdictional 
"""'erences, the special programs on 
ll!:):..tn and the EMLC, the dynamic 

lerence speaker (a minority woman), 
'It opening of sessions by singing 
,~composed by women and led by 
~ra Davis, and the overall partlclpa-
" and Involvement of women and 

..._~1 t 1e& all made a powerful state­
~t that was more than a symbolic 

"-'ure Conference sent a petition to 
't!ltrat Conference asking that EMLC 

a quadrennial priori ty In 1985-1988, 
• adequate funding. 

LONG RANGE PLANNING 
': arlee Fry and other speakers 
llnually pointed out that the normal­
c·~tc Issues of strategic planning 

a major funding proposal might 
be the most Important business 

'trance would do In 1983. Although 
~,, ere not glamorous Issues, they 
~roate debate and amendments until 
'e·ence was convinced that the long 

planning process would Indeed 
::OOrdinated. 
rategic Planning Committee chair­

ton Ron Kolter distributed a working 
r of purpose, and comment cards 
~0 tor ongoing Input. Later, this 

~"'11100 was added as a more full 
• P3nl with CFA In the major 
g plan that Is to provide foJ 
uklng needs In the conference 

nc:xt ten to 12 years. Combined 
nput from the Council of 

r program units, this process 
to eel goals, priorities, and 

• cP 

HE c HURCH-A CHANGING IMAGE-PRESENTING "HERSTORY" 
WOMEN IN Tl hi an women who preaenttd Trotul1, Hltdogardo of Bingen, Philippa, Joan of Arc, Anne 

~LB~?~-T~~ cl:t 0~ w;•'!~n ~n the church through the Hutchlnaon, Sojourner Truth, Sara Wlnnemuca, Su11nna 
sg~s 1~8°~ ~ra 1~Z c~ur~h chapel of Albion Co111111 · S~n Woat1y. Emmeline Pankhurat Lulae Moreno, Anna Howard 
overhead 11

8

1~,"conferenae banner dt t lgned by Diane VI 1 • Shew, tnd Marjorie Swtnk MallheWI N1n1tor wao Ser 
The preaentatlon on Friday evening. June 3, was wrltten ,~y Buah. Tho progr11m weo by COSROW, the UMW, and clorgy 
Sare Buah. women portrlyed Included: Doborlh, Marce 

1
' wlvea~~nfl_ro_n_oo_.~---~c--. 

programs for the long range 
coordinated, :~ystemallc way 

In 1 moro securo? No .. wo'vo boon rellpond· REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
lng to lonr However P co Ia patriot ol Thta •vas ~'Obllbty as good a 

PEACE WITH JUSTICE 
Poace with justtco oonoo1n1 wo1t1 wolf 

represontod . Roar Admlrol L11Rocquo 
director of the Contor lor Dofonao 
lnlormotton oddroOGod conloronce ol" 
Friday ovonlng Hla words rospondlnQ 
to tho quontlon, ''Aro WO l)olng to havo I 
nuclo111 wnr?' undoracorad tho urooncy 
of tho tosuo ~d tho rollliOn y,hy Wo!lt 
Michigan oon:~ldora 1111:1 ouch a hiDh 
priority. Ho IIDid Vos, wo oro r'arnlng, 
trplnlng, and pre tieing tor nuclllllr war 
Wo ro building tho woaponl to otart nnd 
ourvhro (win?) 1 nuot011r war Com wa 
win 1 nucl r war No, u- JCI will bO no 
winnoro Wo wo'lt go 10 w.sr noxt umu 
lt'o going to oomo h o ~ 1 wo aurv1vn 
n nuotonr w~ 1 de. 1 t know II 
Conllllrvllti~'O QUIOB by t~ Wo ld HoAIIh 
Organ• ntlon Ia lhlt I I II ICillfl INII 
could kll two ll n 1pln Wtll 
uotllng mor nu 111 tn 

11 ::o navo poaoo, wo can h1ve juouco " conftmmce .. ttltrtnded In the 
Ho thon ahnrod tho Prosldont'e toto- voara that 1 he ... ~»en ,,., dmg at 
phono nun•bc (202-<156-7639) and ouo· lllo Wost Michigan ConterenCfl 
goatod tttat poopto aok fo· thu com Tho r 11e wa ope!l and 
mont• soctlo.• ond OMproen thoir opln 1 eptmg lhuugh ()o ou end 

tho otJg/r In e 1 "nOC ol 
uc " ruu 1 The te onoe 

show.cl • 11 Nl rJN ot aturrty, 
opw. nt d atfllled lA 
In d lmfi " th bu te 

w hi h 
! I d 
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I Thought I'd Mention It 

West Michigan Annual 
Conference Resolutions 

By Diane Vale and Nolan Williams 
1983 Committee on Resolutions 

ALBION (MCA)-The Co f 
shares their report to the d 1 n erence Committee on Resolutions 
light-hearted and serious e agates at the close of conference. Both 
lights of conference. It Is p' r:h:edrehport Includes the flavor and high· 
also. n ere so Advocate readers can share 

This IS the 148th meeting of a people 
called the West Mlch1gan Conference of 
the United Methodist Church. Looking 
back, we are proud of our eagerness 10 
blaze new trails in our Wesleyan 
tradition We pray we have continued 10 
that spirit this year The truth of that 
statement will be dec1ded by those 
who meet 10 the future. 

Bishop, you have led us gently 
through some rough ground. Your gift 
of leadership clothed 10 love has been a 
great asset to all of us. especially those 
of us who have come for the first time 

We thank David Evans, our uneas · 
host. for telling us where to go-t~ 
complam-and about the cooler coffee 
In the wind tunnel for those in a hurry 

We are thankful to Alb1on College' 
especially Melvin Vulgamore, the ne~ 
president. No thanks for the rain and 
cool weather which made for cold 
ntghts and damp hairdos. 

Speak111g of hairdos, Carlos Page has 
a new hair style and we understand that 
he has a new act which will be called 
Carlos Pago and His Electric Mike." 

Maybe he could give 'mike' lessons to 
Mel Williams It might be something In 
tho water In Benton Harbor-or Is It 
Battle Crook? Having heard Mel, at 
some •ength, wo wanna go to church, 

wanna go to church,' too. "Hope" has 
greatly enriched our Annual Con­
ference. 

We have been moved In worship. The 
colorful choir, the grey-haired (and 
otherwise) liturgical dancers. and the 
var~ety of liturgists, helped us celebrate 
the wholeness of the people of God and 
the mission to which we are called 

Those of us who were privileged to 
hear Leontine Kelly shall not soon 
forget her ministry of preaching and 
teaching. We are looking forward to the 
challenges that will surely come our 
way from the Evangelism Department 
that she is Involved with now! And we 
look forward to her preaching In August 
at Pastors' School. 

Chuck Fry eloquently delivered the 
District Superintendents' Report. We 
don't believe for a minute that those 
saddlebags came to Albion from 
Baltimore, let alone from 200 years ago. 
But then he spoke of getting on with 
God's work and called for the whole 
Church to pray that the witness of our 
pastors remain valid. We give thanks to 
Red Salisbury and Dick Selleck as they 
leave the Cabmet and welcome to Ellen 
Brubaker and Ken McCaw as they join 
It 

We welcome Royal Synwolt home as 

Advocate 

the Bishop sends 111m back' to work" In 

~ 
Kalamazoo, and wlsll Bob Horton well 
as the B1allop's new ass1stant. 

.,.he Bob and Ellen shoW (Smltll that 
Is) reviewed for us the work of the 

onferenco Council on Ministries, 
hlgllilghtlng our concern for world and 
domestic hunger. Increased fruitfulness 
In tt>e Ethnic Minority Local Church 
pr !>rlty tte crcallv ty of Days on tho 

110 June Ill 18a3 No 111 

[ , p t 

Dlotrlct tho Involvement of 13-15,000 In 
our camp ng prograrrs. the Callahan 
over POJ:i.Jiar always essential mtsaton 
proo orr llloy looked forward to the 
Strotoglc Planning proco11o ond tho 
m ,:n lun11ng propoool Now Church 
D ' J:'TlD• 1 a vory much a growlnO 

!lr " d nr} B Jb off tc UMCOR I<' roll o-
1 w t':l h heartwarming b ""

0
r 

Ur d M aalona Co:~ll On Robert 
r and a lot of rttyatenou~ 

o 'IOI o to lr a lot o 
'l grea• g 1 w th the 

0'' orno bluure .,oung 

1 0 
p ,1 ol COrti once 

p p uor r reallY voto 
88 ;,r:lerenco 

v ~ r lU t helped 
drr I 

castRAL 
~r 

OfRCE. 

come a long way. We have a long way 
yet to go. 

The United Methodist Women and 
COSROW joined minds, hearts and 
talents to bring us an overview of 
History. We honor Deb Johnson for 
best performance In a garbage bag. In 
the ordination service she'll be told to 
"put on the whole armor of God." Now 
she knows what it feels like. And Doris 
Stratton knows about 'Cilanglng 
tmages'-gypsy, to bishop, to boxer­
what next? 

Bob Brubaker was relieved of the 
Board of Church & Society, leaving the 
Conference with a legacy of strong 
stands for peace and Ills colleagues 
with a lot of letters to write. 

Bill Quick fired our Bicentennial fever 
and called for a ringing celebration. 

We wonder If the Youtll llave cleared 
their Hongry Holler project with lnter-

Silarlng. 
we are happy to note that for tile first 

time. Jon Powers' ~inlstry llas been 
declared "traditional. 

wasn't the Retirement Service excit­
Ing? we would like to say that we 
·enjoyed every minute of it." We'd like 
to. but we'd better noll Such talk as 
>'sharks anekes, car rides, football 
games. It s a wonder someone didn' t 
faint or cry or something. Well, no one 
fainted anyway. To all our retirees who 
graduated on Friday, Goodbye and God 

bloBS we want to thank Diane Vale for ller 
vlalon and effort In the banner that 
gr11ccd Goodrlcll Chapel th1s week. we 
accept your g•ll to us 

A chDngiOg Image Is pervasive , from 
tllo style of our po'lllcs to the color­
coded computer cards . Women and 
men •.lily and clergy-we are gifts of 
God to G'lO another. to the community 
wh cn s tho Body of Christ Though we 
diller deeply on important 1saues, we 
romoln one tn our prayerful hopo for the 
C:.hurch We cc' upon God's Spirit to 
suppor• u o' as wo offer our Church to 
God and tr sforrrauoo DG wo approach 
next yoar a General Conference. May 
o~.o spJr te be one with God's Spirit as 
wo IIVo 1 o tho promised futuro day by 
nay And let tho poopto any­
AMEN 

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN A 

A NATIONAL FIRST 
Global Ministries' Dwight 
presents West Michigan the 
award for the highest ~ 
per capita giving ($9.07) fOf 
conference. Sharon Rader a 
Plyna Strong (mla.lonal') 

receive It for the coni 

REACTION TO CONFERE 
"So fer, I belts~ 

conference has bee 
It's been lnsplflng 
informational I thtn~ t 
Admiral LaRocquo 
EMLC [Ethnic M 
Church] program and 1 
lng of Laontlno K 
a>cperienced en OKcepl 
conferenco On to~ 
business has gone 
smoothly. This has 
the better confBrrt'IC 
I tons have gono up 8 
true. but I thtnlr t • 
pooplo has beon 8 ., 

prossed through th• 
R 

NswC 
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District Superintendency Report 

Reporting the Past and Future Present With Us Now 
By Charles Fry 

West Michigan Cabinet Chairperson 

E1ghty-three years ago, Rev. J .C. 
F oyd, Superintendent of the Kalama­
zoo District, wrote In his report to the 
Annual Conference meeting In Battle 
~eek: "I began the year with thirty-five 
effective men appointed by the Bishop 
aod eight local preachers employed as 
tJoplles Of this preaching force, one 
~ ed. one broke down In health, one 
removed from his charge. The vacant 
races were fi lled and the work 
;oot.nued." 

Th1s, the combined reports of your 
!lr District Superintendents In West 
M chlgan, can also start with the 
l!atement, "The vacant places were 
r ed and the work continues." ... 

SALUTE TO THE LAITY 
Above all, we salute the laity of West 

M ch1gan Even when your church Is 
l'~acked by TV half-t ruths and maga­
l ne editorial bias, you remain loyal to 
''le body of Christ. As the Good News 
B•bie reads, "Happy are those who are 
iie!secuted because they do what God 
requlrH , the kingdom of heaven 
~ cngs to them I" 

II would be easier for us to withdraw 
'•om areas of possible conflict. Pos­
t b!y we could avoid such criticism In 
'e future But then , who would be the 
':hurch, the living body of Christ , 
~·appmg up the wounds of God's 
r:ople? My friends, criticism and 

;to,arges can be brought faster than they 
~ be put down. So, let us get on with 
~ task. Let us learn to survive In a 

~~~ld of poison pens and distorted 
:'ures. Remember, "Our help Is In the 
wd who made heaven and earth." 
RECESSION AND GIVING ADVANCE 

, September of t912, Superintendent 
Cogahall of the Big Rapids District 

'CT!'.ld to the Conference: "The year 
11 c os1ng has been by no means an 

tut one for pastors or people of this 
·rlct The unusual coldness of the 
- ... er, along with the most destruc­

and frequent storms resulted In 

Phillips told this Conference: "Occa­
sionally one hears rumblings that soon 
our people will revolt at Increased 
apportionments. Probably they will, If 
they are not adequately Informed, but 
from experience we are confident that 
the attitude will be one of unselfishness 
and generosity If they know the actual 
facts." 

He goes on to say, "To present these 
facts Is the direct responsibility of 
ministers and leaders among the laity. 
We must Inform and challenge our 
members .... 

CLERGY CHANGING BUT SIMILAR 
We now have 25 women clergy under 

appointment In West Michigan, or 
about 7% of the total. Our seminaries 
report that from 1h to '11 of those 
preparing for ministry are women. 

We can say with assurance that you 
now have or probably soon will have a 
woman pastor. We superintendents 
know them to be able, prophetic 
servants of Jesus Christ. 

Good preaching continues to be an 
expectation of our laity. We pastors 
must work our craft, ... 

The pastor still needs to see himself I 
herself as a role-model, along with 
other Christians .. .. lt Is the Cabinet's 
experience that our attitudes and 
actions speak very loudly, for or against 
the Master, in the communities where 
we are called. 

Your superintendents, along with 
local churches, expect our full ­
time pastors to be resident on the 
charge where they serve. In turn, local 
churches are expected to provide 
attractive parsonages The people need 
a leader who shows them the love of 
God while living In their midst Our 
Bishop Ammons has reminded us that 
•we pastors e•lst to serve the chlfrches 
and not the other way around 

CHURCH SCHOOLS SUFFERING 
Many of our church schools oro 

suffering for lack of regular students. 

Charles Fry, cabinet dean, gives the 
superintendents' report representing all 

six superintendents. 

willing to risk new work In an area you 
had hoped to serve. 

3) "loan" yourself to the new 
mission for a time. 

4) Support efforts to raise funds for 
such beginnings .... 

I wonder what other families are 
walling In our resort communities, our 
cities and suburban areas for us to plant 
a fellowship In their midst II we sow, 
surely God will give the Increase. 

Our new Gull lake Church Is doing 
well, with each month's attendance 
greater than the last. We are now 
explormg the possibilities for new 
congregations at Fruitport , Saranac, 
Kalkaska, as well as some lake resort 
areas 

ETHNIC MINISTRIES 
Turning to our ethnic ministries, the 

Benton Harbor mlss1on Is now chart­
ered and has been named "Hope," This 
past year we have had a "ministry ot 
presence" In Jackson, and at th s 
conference our Bishop Is appointing 
M 01uel R1vera Ortiz to start a Hispanic 
mission In Grand Rapids. A new black 
congregation In the Lansing area Is 
consldertng beeommg a part of the 
United Methodist Church 

Following Conference wo will have a 
black associate at Muskegon Central 
and later thiS summer a black Intern at 
Lensing Central Tom John wilt com­
ploto school next year and becomo tho 
first Native American seminary gradu 1 from our Conference. a 0 

Just as black Harry Hooslor Ond whlto 
B1shop Thomas Coke rode tho oarl 
Mothodlat circuits In Colonial Amorlc~ 
togothllf. so we must continuo to 
romovo nil barriers to our togethornoso 
11 order to SP10lld acr•ptural hollnoas 
througho~.o tho land ' 

I OUTREACH AND MISSION 
As wa comploto tho oocond contury 

CONFERENCE SAYS HELLO AND GOODBYE 

' 

of our Wostoyan witness, tho days 
llhOid Ol.o.,'IIIIO bO mlllaL.od I'll tOrfTia of 
f . htul Chr sllar> servlco to God's 
auf'orlrg h~;, ty 

WI~ Edsel Ammone Introduce• the Incoming ar .. auletent, Bob Horton 1~ 
• Bea (right), to the Weal Mlchlgln Annual Conference. Outgoing otaff counc 
ector Oob Smith (left) and outgoing eupertntendlnte Darwin Saltabury wllh wlfo 

Wll)'l n (Or~nd Raplde) and Richard 81118011 with wife Marton (Kalamaxoo) wlfl 
greeted loncll~ b~ oonter-. 

ond In some c~U~os In no 
Tho CO:'ldltlona In many 

r ' ally d'11troaalng; und lor 
r both tho oalorloo of the 
d tl"o Bonovoloncoa will 

;~llor In oplle of thta, 
tO,fnk ot thla writing thnt 

lldvanco In tho oflorlnga 

Let ue work to provide tood aholttr 
ond oaring S -, min •r ahould bo 
t tho • aon no t d r os v.oll 8 th 
rext ,llr t L fo 
ObOI.o thai GIXI I poopl 

Mlny e ha. 
1111 n I 
thl ~ ttl w li 

ha. lh 
I 
I 

true today. Our church declares that 
''War Is Inconsistent with the Gospel" 
and our Bishops have called us to stop 
the production of nuclear weapons .... 

let the United Methodist Church 
become known as a peacemaker, both 
In the homes of our communities and 
the halls of nations. "Happy are those 
who work for peace, God will call them 
his children!" 

THE U.M. THIRD CENTURY 
As we move Into our third century, 

however, let us examine ourselves to 
make sure our message Is not about us, 
or our church, or good works, but Jesus 
Christ, risen from the dead, Savior and 
Lord of our lives. 

This Is really what the future 
holds-the giving out and the living out 
of this terrific good news! Are we ready, 
are we able, to be God's messengers In 
our third century? •.• 

As we face tho hopeful and fear1ul 
days ahead what more could we ask be 
written about us In the Book of Life than 
this that we have done faithful work, 
stood loyally, In all good conscience 
before God. ::.. 

WEST MICHIGAN 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

1982-83 Roll 
Of the Deceased 

Activo Membera 
Nell F. Bintz 
Donald P Sailor 

Retired Mlnlstere 
Cecl H Bacon 
Lester C Bolloy 
George ... Cameron 
Stanfond S Closson 
Howard A Sm•th 
Gee go P St nford 
Btu~'her B SY.em 
Thomas W Thompson 

Active Local Paator 
Gerold P Kintigh 

Rotlrecl Local Paator 
Clnra V Biggs 

Mlnlonarlea 
Mildred G Drescher 

Deaconoao 
Lu R Morae 

Dlaconal Mlnlater 
Ale: P Volky 

Mlnlatera' Wive 
Uo P Hippen 1110 

II II 
n A Sl n II 

Mlnllleta Wldowa 
M 

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church



PAGE4 

FROM THE AlMX !'E EDITORFROMTHEADIIOCA 1E EDTORFROM THE ADIIOCA 1E EDITOR FROMTHEADIIOCA 1E EDITOR FROM THEAD\O::A 1E EDITOR FRl 

Experiencing a New Reality 
S oME electrifying moments highlighted the West 
M1ch1gan Annual Conference JUSt concluded at Albion. 
Some came at surprismg times from surprismg people. 
Most of the moments were times when real experiences 
were shared from lives, espec1aUy as they pertained to the 
wor:d we all expenence 

Fot tnslance the first time Dorothy Mercer from East 
!..an' ng spoke about the need for barrier free buildings 
for conference meetings, I was 1mpressed but not 
mobilized for action. But the next lime she spoke in 
support of .egislat1on for a mandatory seat belt law, there 
v.as no Ignoring her witness For she was hit by a drunk 
dr·\ <!r speed.ng 100 mtles per hour, and the picture of 
wh11t w11s 1eft of her automobile •s now used m pamphlets 
how"lg the need for seatbe!ts She sh11red that she only 
~tood before us n0w becau5e she was \l:eanng a seat belt 

An~ronl! who hao 11ny hngerlng questions about 
whether women pastors caf'l pre~~eh experienced 
preaching so powerful from Conference Preacher 
Leontine Kelly that as Bishop Ammons later said: "That 
was so powerful. and so fllllng. I'm not certain we could 
have taken much more " 1 found for me that it was at 
:east a six handkerchief experience! 

In trying to understand what happened. I listened to 
the tapes again Part of the power was Involved In her 
willlngne<s to share with us her real life experiences and 
stones that powerfully •'l11red the reality and pam of 

sues and problems such as racism and sexism, but also 
harcd the possibthty and hope of the new 1mage and 

)Qumey gtven to all of us by God through Jesus Christ 
Each of us wtU treasure our own storehouse of what 

5he shared but most of us Will never forget her picture of 
crself wa~~mg painfully long lor a 10 cent pony ride as a 

!,O:Jng girl driving through M1chlgan The farmer's refusal 
and re)omder that ·•thiS pony don't carry no Niggers" 
'>r ug ' 'lome the pamful remmder of racism m a way no 
)rd ~li."Y rhctonc can' 

13ut then we were up!ilted by the power of the dream of 
11 ~~ur ~ g rl msplfed by her mln15try on the pemnsula of 
\1 to be the f rst bl<lck college student ever from that 
rna llted rc.:nmunily That dream buoyed up the 
uq peop e I the ~~re11 and the moment Leontine 

Kelly lind l1c ~ I the mother and grandmother entered 
eqe end .eke mto •he song Amazing Grace" buoyed 

We wer" ! ;o up It til 'f the choirs 1ha1 came !rom 
I I M( Ben1 r HtlT\:"r ard lhC!1r 

~ me, r M ;stry t ere 
nee powerful and we are rem 'lded that we 

d to experler e a new reat•y JC<>us 511ld "I 
, may 3 f and have llllbundantly He 

r fe an w 11rd to deal IIIIth realty In 

plowshares and gives new purpose and meaning to life . 
They do not want a faith that is "so heavenly minded that 
it is no earthly goodl" They do not need a religion that is 
shallo~.~,; and skirts the shoals and Issues of life. But we a ll 
long for the experiences and salvation history (herstory) 
that point us to new reality, new images, and new hope. 

The church and people that do this do not need to 
worry about growth, or finances, or success. Things will 
be happening in lives, and people will be sharing the 
meaning, and the salt and savor of the new reality will 
make a difference In the world regardless o f the 
Institutional measures of success. However, it Is possible 
that these may be present also! 

William Muehl, a professor at Yale Divinity School, 
visited Detroit a few years ago. He talked about taking 
leadership with a men's Bible and sharing group in a 
Connecticut church for a few weeks when the Episcopal 
rector who usually handled this function was unable to 
attend He and the laymen had a marvelous time 
sharing, wrestling with the real Issues that confront all of 
us, and finding strength and support to deal with life 
constructively and hopefully because of their Christian 
faith . 

As he got ready to leave the group on his last visit, he 
shared how much this sharing and struggling with real life 
and experiences meant to him, and how fortunate the 
pastor of that church was to have such an exciting group 
to meet with . They stunned him with their comment: 
"Oh we don't talk and share reo/ experiences when the 
rect~r is around' He really couldn't deal with reality " 
What a sad commentary 

Yet, real people can deal with reality, and can 
experience a new reality. The most electrifying 
moment of conference for me came during the debate of 
the resolution asking that the U.S. not intervene In El 
Salvador and other Latin America countries. When 
former navy commander Robert Wessman shared his 
experience as a naval planner preparing bombardment 
plans agamst VIet Nam, and as a gunnery off1cer who 
carried these out h15 testimony took on a new 
authenticity. Then when he equated much of what we 
are doang In El Salvador with how we starte: in . 1~tet Nam. only using beans instead of rice in I e vt age 
pacification Hondurus and Guatemala instea: ~I L~~s 
and Thailand etc the reality of the nee or e 
resolullon became much more apparent eal' that 

Even more 1mportant, though . was the new r Jty 
h U It d M 'h dlst mlmster. concerned with 

c IS now a n e e 0 d h s beln the 
life Instead of death That reality has le to 1 g 
new chatrperson of Church and So~~ West Mtchigan 

Another new reality felt a.~Wthe In the Church- A 
A I C f that omen 

nnua on erence was than JUS! a conference 
Ch11nging Image" Is really more lay women United 
_, T lergywomen, • 
... o~an o see • c d ministers spouse women 
Mt:lh di t wooH:n, nn " II awesome " As Rev 
IA.ork g together was Iota Y 
!'ihur~n Rader first cl<.!rgy person elected to General 
< 0 fem'lce put 11 when asked to comment on the 
conference 'It 5 been on excfflng conference I think the 

11,014 , world awareness and mission education o/ the 
folk In thts conference b helpful II feels good to b~ here 
w , d - "R wllh the world as we perceive It Were n.or 

au r: the world 10 come Into the church Were 
part ;>air "1 1 

People In the church, all people, a changing 
Image expt.>Ticnclng a new reality! May thot be a 
new alogon for 1983·1984. - f.d Duncan 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 

Llln llng, 
r batrlar lrn 

"'•' .,n paned 
II g 1Ja !lar lr 
whatovar pot 

coNFERENCE PREACHll 
une Kelly, pes tor ol 

Rev. Le~"hmond, Vlrglnle -
UMC. R ccher. Shown h.,. 
ence pre~ anniversary ol 
the 1 Ot she shared dMply 
breakfast, conference. 
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econd Opinion 

"State of the Clergy Report" 
By Dsrld Nelson 

The following Is excerpted from the Board of Ordained Ministry 
Chairperson's Report to the West M ichigan clergy at their executive 
Millon. A number of people folt It was germane to all the churches, 
and should be printed. David Nelson Is pastor of the Lansing Faith 
UMC. 

This statement Is not meant to be 
,ve about the state of the clergy, 

share with my brothers and 
,n this special covenant corn-

y some of the Issues that face us 
this day ... 

GOOD OLD BOY SYNDROME 

the system Is pressured by new 
that don't and can't fit the old 

e. The affirmative action 
s of women and ethnics Is 

by the Church to be 

David 
Nelson 

and empower those who have 
o1 not powerless, at the least 

.·ed 
~ r white male clergy It may mean 

upward mobility, but It can also 
a 1,b6ratlon from our own slavery 
uccess oriented structure. It will 

Jll Into a new understanding of 
1~·.artJnt:xl~ as we seek to serve others 

!han ourselves. 
w 11 call us to prepare our 

to receive with openness 
fJY bOth ethnics and women. In the 
ant community there are no 

1'1 clll!l8 citizens .... 
ITINERATE SYSTEM PRESSURES 
rw pronsures have been placed on 

trnorote oyatem by the two 
,ronal families , whether both 

5 arc clergy or not. Separation of 
tc:l bY opporntment has become a 
., The atroasos and strains this 

1 on tho marriage bond can only 
unaed Tho choices people make 

tnatanoea are theirs alone. We 
ovonant nood not be Judgmental , 

ppGrtiVO 
rw turm has appaared In our 
t lO vocabulary called " hanging." 
cllfOY havo experienced tho 

mont of their replacement 
ow•ng whore they themaolvoo 
appointed Thus thoy ore loft 

:J Thill phonomonon hoa pro-

duced a new source of anxiety In an 
already stressful process called 
appointment. 

Two Issues fast approaching are 
Interrelated: clergy supply and Ineffec­
tive pastors. There Is no doubt that 
within two years we will have more 
clergy wanting to serve In this con­
ference that there will be available 
appointments. How long this over­
supply will last no one knows. The two 
conferences of the Michigan area 
already have a task force of Cabinet and 
Board of Ministry members working to 
address this abundance. 

While we look to an oversupply In the 
short run, we need to examine the 
Implications this has on present 
pastors. 

There are pastors who are Ineffective 
for a variety of reasons. We must do all 
within our power to aid them to become 
effective. You'll notice that I venture no 
definitions for effective or Ineffective. 
However, If persons who are not 
effective maintain appointments b&­
cause of a guaranteed appointment 
system, what about potentially effective 
pastors who cannot be received be­
cause of a supply crunch? And what 
about those churches In which they 
may have been appointed? . . 

EVALUATION OF CLERGY 
Perhaps one of the most threatening 

Issues for us personally and individually 
Is the required evaluation of us as 
clergy . Let's not kid ourselves that we 
are not already being evaluated, because 
we are. The evaluations may not be 
formal or systematiC, but what we are 
and what we do is scrullnlzed by parish­
ioners, church leaders District Superl~ 
tendents and peers. 

Maybe If we and our churches oo~ d 
share our mintstry and sharo tho 
evaluations of each other's ministry. we 
could put to rest the fear of evaluation 
and discover the joy of our mutual 
mlntslry In Christ . 

We must see our ministry as Christ s 
to which we have been called mutually 
to share. Somehow, wllh God's grnco, 
we must put aside our jealousies and 
preJudices and embrace one another as 
brothers and sisters In this untque 
covenant . 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
"Well, for me It has bHn 

exciting to see tho lnvolvomont of 
rhe youth and latty agarn. They're 
tailing hold of tssu11s and I m 
frankly not the lout blr thf8Jtfned 
by the tact that thoro are more 
latty In artond~~nca than there are 
clergy, bocauso I think tho church 
botongt to thflm ' 

Dave No/son, unslng Faith 

PAGES 

GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATES 
Delegates are smiling now, but may look weary after two weeks in Baltimore I From 
left , front: Joan Kelsay, Cliff Bullock, Dan Cornette, Ellen Brubaker, Ron Keller. 
Back, from left: Bernie Shashaguay, Dave Crawford, Sharon Reder, Dave 
Lundquist. Not pictured Is Gladys Church, who was In New York tor an EMLC 

meeting. 

Delegate Elections Reflect 
Church Diverse Pluralism 

ALBION (MCA)-What do a high school senior, 1 Native Ameri­
can woman, a Hispanic, three women clergy, two black clergy and 
the usual array of lay women and men and clergy men have In 
common? 

These delegates elected to the 1984 
General and Jurlsdicttonal Conferences 
by the West Michigan Annual Confer­
ence reflect the breadth of the age. 
ethnic and gender spread found 
throughout tho conference. Comments 
about the election from conference 
Participants us.Jally expressed bott'l 
delight and su.prlse at the diverse 
selection 

Five clergy and live lay persona make 
uo tl>e Guneral Co~ference delogat on 
They will meet In Baltornoro from May 1 
to 11, 1984, celebrating tho Bicentennial 
o' Mot~odlsm In America They will 
also represent tho conlorence at tho 
North Cent nl J~!l&d ::tionol Conference 
to be t.v!d tn Du ..tth, July 17-20, 1984, 
whore they will be Joined by alx 
clergy and atx layperson Jurlsdlctlonol 
delegates along with two lay and 
two c'ergy oltornratos The first two 
turlsdlcllonal dologatos elactod are 
being sont by the annual oonforonco to 
Gonorol Conforenoe, and will sorvo o 
c~ternatoa for dolegotos there 

Tho conforenca dologot on organized 
on Saturday morning, and alllQtod Joan 
Kelsey chairperson Snoron Roder wo 
otectcd vloo-ctlauperaon cand Bornlo 
Sha5haguoy waa alectod oecrotnry Tho 
dologatlon w.ll moot Ju:l4l tO to docldo 
cor.1mlttoo a11tgnmonts 

wood Maudy L. Williams (alternate), 
Hast ngs First 

JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE 
CLERGY 

Richard Selleck, Kalamazoo Olatnct 
Supt (new council director) Kenneth 
McCaw, Portage (now Kalamnzoo Dts­
trlc• Supt ) Melvin G. Wllllama, Bonton 
Harbor Hope, Ronald A. Houk, Lone1ng 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
I foal that If •s s•gmltCDnt that 

whe o the genera ossumprton I s 
thai peop 11 only share power 
when tomeone grubs 11 from 
rnom rhat at thrs contoronco, the 
ptodomrnantly whtro malo c lergy 
choso to empowor borh othnlcs 
and woman to tho Goneral and 
Jut~sdlcllonal Conference dfJCJ 
stan mailing IaWIIs ol our church 

Dnvo Crewford 

T ave "' CIIV Centre 
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PAGE 6 
MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCA 

MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS 
West Michigan Annual Conference 

June 16, 1983 
Appointments Beyond the 

Local Church 

Appointment• •tlhln the Connection Structu,.. (Par• 
groph 4311.1a. lloolr of l)jJcfpll .. ) , 

Tneron E Salley. Cont.,-encoSt•fl Program Cooed nator 
Grand Aalllelt Firat C C ' 

W.1rne C Bettetl, EXOC\Itlve Director. United Methodlat 
Founctauon Woot M~lgan Confllr01100, Gra'ld 
Rai>ldl Flrol C C 

J- 0 Coehrolll ConiO<One<t Scat' Program Coordfna. 
lor Lana ng Potier Paro C C 

RObert H Conn Aulllanl Gtne<al5ocnltary r"' Campo;a 
MoniStry. General Board ol Hlgnor Educat on and Min· 
atry, Ml Pleuar!l Fl-.t C C 

RonekiM Fauett, Ex41CUtl~ Director_ Unlt«f ~hodjat 
MWopotltln Minlatry, Otand Ropldo C.C. 

Fr.anlo S F~ 0\a rman and Auoclale P1ofeuor of 
Rei OUI Studies All>lOn Col,_ AlbiOn C C 

Ronald 8 Gront DJector W.Oiay FOUndation W.Sieln'l 
M • 'oat' on-.rty Kalamazoo F rot C c 

ThOmas R J • OUector t;esfoy Founoauon. Central 
Mch- Unl-.ony Ill Ptouant Flrlt C C 

~ny S N:o.r- Olrocto<, Support 6yo:oma ..., 
SplntuaJ Formal- Board Of H gfler Edueotlon and 
... :s!ry Ed;eti2 C C iNaatmllo Til) 

MlCt\111 G N~. 0 roc:tor of ~ Oo&lgn, 
Board of H;gllOr Educallon and Mrnbtry Edgohl C C 
Ptashv &e JN, 

Jon R Po-..... C/1111 
lraiC C 

SIIMcr> .......,., Rider Conlttenee 61aff P"''fra."' 
toot• cator Otand Raploo T• nlly c c 

l.l«<<!lh R po Oiroctot, 1'/aoloy FoundatiOn Fotrll 
a 000 BIQ llai>lda Flrat c C 

Rl<hlnl A lialleol; Conlor..- COUncil Olroclor. C.C. 
O.vtd 0 . .,_ ... , Acfrnfnlllrtll,. s-.1ary lot Flold 

- Unll <**al Board ol Churoh and Soc>aty, 
Waahlnglon DC Foundry C.C 

[)r:;M.IQ ... E "' ~ PrctN.or of CtvlaUan EdUCI:.;)n, 
0 rec: Ot "' Co.;: 1 o ~Jon Garrou-Evangallcal 
T 1IWy ~ FratCC 

~· .... ,.,..., ""'-·"'- ... -'"""""' - IOca 1Jnllod -t Dlurdl (..,_.p. oUII. 1d, 
-cJ 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

Albion District 

W1111am W OeeAutels. Superintendent 
Cotumb61 SQuare Building, Sulte113 

f31 E Columbia Ave. 
Bollia Creek, Ml4901& 

(6t 6l 962·neo 

Atbtan-Oavld S Evana 
A.nodate-To Be Supplied 

Athena. Leorudas-tRictw"d M Young I 
Augusta-0 Hubert Lt~• 
BallloC<Mk 

Buellne-Arthut A Turner 
BlrclloYOOd-Ward N Scovel, Jr 
cnapeJ Hill-Donald J. Scrat'lton 
Ch• st-Kenne!h P Vaugr"11 
Convl• Unfon-Linda 0 Stoddlfd 
Firat-Dafe 0 BrQ';.n 
Mac=e-CW11s W Str..-
Sono.'Tiol... H ..... ton-Harry A Johnaon 
Tr n ty-UO"fCC M Schtoop 
Wutungton Hefghta-C lhon v Bullock 

Bronson-A Edward Pwl<lno 
Burr Oak-Timothy P. BooJ 
Co-. Montgomery, Stolt• ~-LMry W 

Rublngh 
Centw Partt-fJeue Sct!<~~~ooet»ll) 
Cent,..,... o-Ctw • w Smhh 
C tl'.a:t Scolls-W Jarnco All..c! 
~wat.--Jamea M -...o,gan 
Colon-.lacll 0 Kraklan 
Conco:d-John W McNaughton 
Constant ne-R Paul Doheny 
Wt ... e~oy-(Ronatd 0 Buckrnuter) (Pert· Time, 
Fronoer. Oaaeo-Gllbeft A Soerama 
GaleebUrg-L.eurence R Grubaugn 
Gtrard. Elll& Cot"nera-Jwry L Hippensteel 
Gra.so ~Kenneth A 0 Ltndlaod 
Gull Lako- Edward C Roao 
HlllsaaJe----~1111am v Payne 
Hlllaldo-Lowronc:e E. Hodge 
Homer, lyon Lake-To Be SUppllod 
Jack.mn 

llrooksldo-WIIIIam J Torrey 
Col•ary-Corl L. Hau .. rnann 
F J'lt- i....IWfDf1Ce R Taylor 

Auocllte-Goorga W ChafiOO 
AIIOCialo- [)avid • Mc;rtOfl 

Trtn ty-8 J- vomer 
Zlor> + D Oov!d Ward tPart· Tlmol 

Jonerri o, A ~-LlOyd 0 Walker 
t:-lfio!d-P-.1:1 L H_,man 

"-•enoo-To e.~.., 
"'*" ~.:>0<"' A o-.,Mnne M Ratdelt 

~~- "'J Noc<dhol ,...,.,h, -..., I.Mo-'-- J. F-
Nac>o~ Worna H 0or1 Jne 
Nor! Aclarno Jerome-Lao F .zaenman 
U I.ANa- ....,., Lei (Part flme) 
Porrno N h l'orTr.a ;.n CtobtrM 
Pcpo Oc I ,._ ....,._. o McClintiC) (f'ati·Timo) Oulncy---.., !Iamey 
Roadlng-H•olcl A -
8o-MI Conlor - P:Un8 To Be Supptllll 

PM 1.- Cantor E ""' z t..,. 
Oao<ge 0 Hatlmar. ,...,. 

1 IPart 

• • • 
Central District 

Orloano-To Be Suppllod 
Ovld-Cotf W Sluer 
Pompoll, Perrinton, North Star-(Oalo F. Jaquotto) 
Rood Clly-AIIan 0 Mc:CreOOy 
Remus. Halla Comers. Mecosta -B. Gordon Barry 
Rtveroat•Eiweii-Milton J. TenHave 
ROHI>ush-(John F. Ritter) (Part-Time) 
St. Johna 

Flrat-0. Keith Laidler 
Pllgrlm-LMry R Shroul 
Salem. Greenbush, lo~e-Roben B. Gillette 

St. Louta-Gereld A. Bates 
Shep.atdsvlllo, Prk:e-Bruce A. Km11gh 
Sliophord, Ploasanl Valley-Micheal L . Selleck 
Sb Ulk•-To Be Supplod 
Stanwood. Nonhland-Emmett H. Kadwell, Jr 
Tun.t Lake-Stephen A. Young 
Wetdnwt-VarK:e M Dimmick, Jr 
Wlnn, Blanchard-Pine RIVer, Coomer-Jamea W. Bur­

gou 

• • • 
Grand Rapids District 

Ellen A Brul:*cer, Superintendent 
11 FullerAvenue,S E .• Bo•6247 

Grand Rapids, Ml 49506 
(816)~503 

Allo, Bowne Conlor-Harold M. Dalparl 
Burn1pe, Monterey C«<ter-(Jarnee c. Cook) 
Byron Centec-Jamea C Grant 
C&JedonJa-Roben e _ Tomlinson 
Cerlltle-John E. Buk• 
Coder Springs. East Nelaon-Lioyd R Hanaan 
Coopersvllle-Oevld l Flagel 
Couttland-Oaklleld-H. ForNI Crum 
Fennville. Pearl-Ronald W. Haneen 
Froeoort-Bradley P. KaJajalnen 
Fremont-E~on K. Eldred 
Gecrgetown-Roa:-1 L. Hlnklln 
Gr- Ha--Gon1ld A Pohly 

Auoctate-VIctor D. Charnley 
Grand Rapldl 

Alderagate-Wtlltam C. Johnaon 
Burton Holghlo-Wandall R. Sllna 
Faith-Eugene A L..ew11 
F ro1 ·ROI>IIrt C Bru-.. 

Aaaoc:lllo-Darwtn R. Sallobury (Rot). 
Hlaponl< Mlaolon-(Miguol R-a Ortiz) 
N011hlawn-Thurlan E. Mered!lh 
()raJt.d&Je-Catherme L Kel.M)' 
Oltwt-Ric.hWtl A YOUeiiJ 
Plainfield · -flee! M Kelly 
6t Paua~O­
South-Ray W Burgou 
Trlnlty-ChariOS F Garrod 

Auoctate-Edwwd A Tr\mmer 
Grand'vllle-Chartea W Fullmer 
Hee(>OI<a Fo<ry-Oev d L.. Dryer 
Holland-John L FranciS 

AUoclala-ROI>IIrt 8 T,...l tRot.) fPart-TJ,.) 
Holton, snu-ff)aYid L. !jicllrlclo) 
t4<Jpklne. south Montervr-Aobwt J Stillion 
f<.enl C•IY' Cf18Pel HIII-A Ray Grlenll:a 
lA ghton Rtchatd W McClain 
Lowell -Wllltam J AmundMn 
PMrrw-Kellh A 90' .... 
.. 4' ll1 n. &netbyvWe-Oerald L Wtish 
M.lddlWiillo, Parmeloo- At1hur o Jackaon 

AUOC cur-Served by Putor ot FrMPOr1 
'-'«'taCilue-RobeU E Jo"" 

II. C:,~ .Lynn A Doi.'!>U 
~te- • K.vteth A Watt 

Cr .. t'llfOOCI-81f1 A. IIJeen 
LlikO t-t.afDOt F"rat'lll. lytr.an Jl 
L :20- RctwOD Wflon 
t,nlt)'- Ole G ~tee* 
W r ..... R~K\"t 1arTte 

"'':'_., H"'t"'tt,;;':'" W fddy 

" -w OQoto:, 

:.,_,:: 0:,. Ill: W orTiouM 

8:0... 

Br ' p..., T -iLewta 

I (\I Tllno) 

• • • 
Grand Traver District 

II 

East Jordan-Phillip W. Simmons 
Elk Rapids, Kewadln-(Stophen J a-~> 
Emplro-(Andrew L. Weeks) 
Epsilon, Levering-Jerry L JMJutsn 
Fila Leko, SOulh Boardman-To Be~ 
Frankfort. Elberta-John 0 Moroo 
FrMaoll , Fountain-To B• Supplied 
Grawn-Donald E. Spectun.~n 
Harbor Sprfnga, Alanson-Atch«ttl V•.ao­
Hart-Kenneth L. Snow 
Horton Bay-Martin 0. Fox 
Indian River, Pollston-(~oms J R• "'1'\a. 
Kewadin Indian Mlsslon-(Harry JOI"~"' S 
Klngaley, Grant-Beverly PrMtwood·Tay'..or 
Lake Ann-William E. Haggard 
Lake City-Willard G Gilroy 
Leland, Keswick-John S. MY1Hte 
Ludington: 

St Paul-Raymond D. F lassnet 
Unlled-WIIIIam D. Dobba 

Mancelona, Albe-Timothy W. G.-, 
Manistee-Richard R. EriCkson 
Manton-Debonln M. Johnson 
Manon. cadillac South Community-Den&: 
M..,..-+Harry Part<er (Part· Ttmel 
Mealck, Harrletta-DoMid L. Buege 
N E. M1aaaukee Palish 

Moorestown, Butterf6eld, MerrW S 
L. Baughan) (Pan-Time) 

Northport Indian Minion-To Be~ 
Ogdensburg-+ Laurie Halrer lPart·T~ 
Pentwater-M. John Parmer 
Petoskey-Donald H. Merrl 
Pine River Pariah: 

LeRoy, Aah ton, Lu1her-Mark L 
Scottville-William H Mall',_ 
Travorse Clly· 

Asbury-William A. Hertel 
Aasoclate-Winh G. TenMflt ~ 

central-David L- Crt~wfe>ro 
Associate-Gary T Hallet 

Emmanuel-Steven D. Averill 
Wllllomsburg-(Joanne S Parshall) (Pan " 

• • • 
Kalamazoo District 

Kenneth 0 MCC.w. Super' 
21•1 Pannr5ew A~ 
Kalamazoo. MJ oC8008 

161613444200 

Adamsvllle-Davtd G Knepp 
All-n-R- L. Pumfary 
Ardon-tJohn L Moorel 
Bainbridge: N_._, Scottdala-C -
Bangor-C. Rober1 caraon 
Benton Hatbor 

Grace-Fred Hamlin 
Hope-Melvin G Wlllt.lm8 
,_. Temple-cattoa C I'OIQa 

Barrlon Sprlnga-Cuttlo E.­
Sloomlngd•lo-(DIIvld L Youngt) ~ 
Brandywine· Trinity· ,.[)avfd e: S 
Br-avlllo-To Be Supplllll 
Brldgman-(Joan Hamlin) (Pert· Ttoe 
Buchanon· 

Fallh, MOil'IS Chapel ·Richarll ( K 
Flrai~-Ward 0, Pierce 

casco-John W Flahef 
Cauopolla-ChatiM R . Vanl-'MI 
Coloma· Tlmo1hY J. Closson 
Comstock-Thomaa J E,anJ 
DowagiiiC-Ctaudo 8 Rtd)e)', Jr 
Edwardsburg~-Bruoo W DempMy 
Gal'-'. Olivo Brancti-Wtlllam H ~ 
Glenn-tO. llerMrd Strothel' (PM T 
001>1~. Koncsall Karen 6 SIAQW 
Hanford-John H Hlce 
Hinchman, Oronol;o-Leonatd I Ht..-. 
JC>Me-Garth 0 Smith (llol (f'lln 

Kalamazoo 
Flni-Royal J. flynwOit 

AMOC at• Vll)l'W G Reeoe 
Anoc:tato-·OeraJd L c 
Auoca.t._fltch&rd t-t 

L.an11 BIVO Gary 0 K n Qf> 
Mllwood Ron L Kat ., 
Oakwood. O&hlamo Ka 
Stoct<brt<loa Charlee w 
Gun: .,.ulo N man ( K 
Wnlwood J-H 

K (,1-o-otOr* 
L + CArl C N &bell 

II.«> B llar1 1 
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West Michigan Conference Ordains 
14 Elders and 10 Deacons 

Bishop Edsel Ammons charged the 24 ordlnands with the words· 
"You are let loose In the face of the open sun. Do all the good thai 
you can," as he preached to them, their families, friends, and the 
gathered conference In Goodrich Chapel on the Albion College 
campus, June 4. 

•"e boshop paraphrased the charge 
• 'lt11 by John Wesley to one of the 

·!'era sent to the U.S. when Wesley 
• I let you loose on a new land. 

~ - "your message In the face of the 
..,.., s""· and do all the good that you 

B !hop Ammons also challenged the 
• "ands to be engaged In active 

&!ry, using as a horrible example 

• • • 
Lansing District 
-A -k. Suponno..-.1 

•7«t04c:emoe Roed 
P 0. Box318 

Okttnel. Ml 488$4 
1517130~2230 

~11'1'1 ... Hlyel 
_.,-Dolo£. crowiOfd 

~~.:...~OyMA 
I £ M ., 

,_,.._(£lie 0 S""owoJ 
1 r.e!.IOI"', Jr 

w ltertlltl 
VI E ngor 
..., ~ PNI pt. 

- -flftto A luclln•J 
A IIKheu 

Mv J Qllddlngl 
A OCOCIJnbo<Otr 

---c.nL v'iaa,., 

-HF-

IIVGe L Hoff ... 

the clock In the wall of tho Garrett­
Evangelical Theological Seminary 
which had not been keeping time within 
recent memory. When workman finally 
took It out during renovations of the 
library, they discovered the motor was 
busily running, but was not engaged to 
the hands. He then made the obvious 
parallel to some ministries. 

Using the Second Letter of Paul to 
Timothy, the bishop encouraged the 
new ordlnands to "guard the truth. Not 
just to have an open mind, but to sot tho 
mind about the truth. But to use truth 
not as something closed, but as a 
launching pad and the place where all 
wisdom and knowledge begin. To have 
Integrity means we are open to 
continuing revelation from God, for 
truth ultimately comes from God. 
However, avoid the 'sound sleep of a 
decided opinion' and guard tho truth 
with Integrity" 

Bishop Ammons also advised the 
new ordinands to "take authority, but 
realize that the leadership you have 
been given Is best represented by a 
crown of thorns and a suffering 
servanthood." 

The ordination service Included a 
service of communion, with the now 
ordlnands and the district superlnton· 
dents serving the worshippers. Also, 
Frances Ann Horne was consecrated tn· 
to the office of D1aconat Mlntster. 

ELDERS, 1983 
Persons receiving full membership 

and elder's ordination were: 
Eric Steven Beck, born 10/20156, 

Lansing, Michigan. Home church 
Mount Hope UMC. Michrgan State 
University, BA rn humanities, 1978 
Methesco, 1981 . Wtll be marrying 
Heather Copp of Eaton Rapids, Mlch• 
gan on July 30, 1983. 

Michael Ted Conklin. born 2/5/47 
Lansing, Michigan. Homo church 
Battle Creek First UMC. Western Michi­
gan University, BS. 1969. Methesco, 
t981. Married Deborah 3/11/78 Child 
ren . Jennifer 2/12170, Soroh 8t11/72. 

Bruce William Demp11y, borr> 71:11/ 
51, Grand Rapids, Mlchiglln . Home 
church: Faith UMC (formerly Valloy 
Avenue). Grand Rapids Junior College, 
Aquinas College, BA, 1974 Westom 
Michigan University, MA, 1977 Chicago 
Theologlcol, 1981 Marrlod ~.'Jry Jo 
10/17/75 Ci'llarc:l Lillian 7 2.:. 81, 
Sarah 4/19,80. 

Steven Roy Emory borr ~ ~ 66 
Lansmg Michigan Home chur h S 
Luko's UMC (Lex 'IQtO'l Kent~ kv 
Lonslng CoMmunity Cc ogo, Ollv t 
Nnzarer>e Collcgo BA 9 7 A bury 
T!lco :>g - • 198' M mod (. yl 
12 21 81 

Dean Lynn Froncl1 
Fromon1 Mlchlgor 

-THE ELDERS' CLASS, ORDAINED JUNE 4, 1983 
(Front, from left) Michael T. Conklin, Dean L. Francis, Kathryn M. Wlllleme, 
Deborah M. Johnson, Nancy L. Sfker-Gieseler, Phillip W. Simmons. (Second row. 
from loft) Robert J. Mayo, Gary T. Haller, Valerie M. Hill . (Back, from left) Bruce 
W. Dempsey, Bruce R. Kintigh, Steven R. Emery, Erfc S. Back, and Harry R. 

Johnson. 

Frrst UMC (Holland). University of Lowell UMC Grand Rapids Junior 
Mrch1gan. Bachelor of General Studoes, College, AA. 1968. Northern Michigan 
1978. Boston University School of Umversity, BS, 1970 Gnrrett-Evangeli­
Theology, 1981. Married Nora 8/25/73. cal, 1976. 

Gary Thomas Halter, born 5/22/52 
Battle Creek, Michigan. Home church~ 
Hastings Frrst UMC. Unrverslty of 
Mlchtgan, Bachelor of General Studies 
1975. Yale University Divinity School ' 
Master of Dlv10lty. 1978: Master Sacred 
Theology. 1981. Married Laurie 8/12/ 
78. Children Sarah 7/30/82. 

Valerie Marie Hill , born 9/29/55 
Lansing, Michigan. Home church' 
Pewamo UMC. Lansing Community 
College, AA, 1975: Michigan State 
University, BA, 1977 Perkins School of 
Theology. Southern Method st Uni­
versity 1981 

Deborah May Johnson, born 717/52, 
Clare, Michigan Home church South 
Community UMC (Cadillac, Michigan) 
Centro! Michigan University, BA, 1974 
Garrett-Evangelical 1981 Served as a 
US-2 In campus Moniatry at Iowa State 
University Wesley Foundellon 1975-77. 

Harry Rlchtrd Johnaon, born 616142 
Peterson New Jersey Home church' 
Traverso C.'y Central UMC Grand 
r- -- ---==-, 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
'We//. It's been the most marve­

lous conference I vo ever bltfln ar r 1 
really havo appracr11ted that uti­
spite tho dtflerences that pooplo 
hliVfl nd thnt hove been expressed 
on tho ltoo cr conference that 
thts hiS been c"c conference 
where tho r,. , c tog 'horne 

l 
h OVtlff :f diller !'ICOS ' 

SrAa G sa/or 
Lanar f1 Peopl 

DEACONS, 1983 

Persons receiving probationary mem­
bership and deacon's ordlnatron were 

James Robert Anderson , born 2/111 
41 Bucyws, Ohio. Home church. 
Carleton UMC Eastern Michigan Uni­
versity BS, 1979. Methesco, 1984. 
Marned Nancy Sue 10/12/76. 

Merritt Franklin Bongard, born 918/ 
43, Alma, Mochogan. Home church. 
Rlverdale-Eiwc!l UMC Central Michl· 
gan Unlvers.ty, BS In psychology, 1980. 
Asbury 1984 Married Lois 8/16/80. 
Ch. :lren Troy 1111/67, Shannon 1111 
72 

Lawrenco Michael Cameron, born 
1/15,59, Muskegon, Mlch•gan Home 
church Greenville First UMC. Albion 
Col'ege BA 1981 Methesco, 1984. 

Thomes Allen Cto81man t:>om 5 t2 
48, Bonton H rbor, MocnrgDn Homo 
church Ka'amnzoo Firat UMC l.Bko 
M ::Jigar> Collogo AA, 1968. Central 
M.chlgar University BA, 1981 Union 
Thoo.ng ca 1964 

Jnnet Ruth ElllngDr bci•n 10 19 4 
Traverse (It)' Mlchtgofl Homo church 
SJ..flf'' j UMC. tKolom zoo) Ad• on 
Collog11 BA 1069 Garrott Evongatlcor 
198S 

Donald Robert FeJTII born 1 4 58 
G ana R p c: M lg H rro hur !l 
Gra II R dl rd V ' OY 
Stat ( 11 roll 
l:v n . 1 1 M r ' 8V 

Gerald Francl1 H gana 8 0 
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HOPE CHURCH CHOIR SINGS 
"The le .. t Ones'' children• choir were one of the three choirs at conference from 
this newly chartered Benton Harbor church. Mel Williams, p .. tor, Is ehown at left . 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
"I lfHJI the Btshop made a very 

positive dlllerence In this confer­
enC6. What could have btHJn a far 
more polarized conference with 
perhaps bitter ftHJI/nga turned out 
to be one where we struggled 
togother and had a sense of unity, 
by and largo. The Bishop helped tn 
dlacusatons belwtHJn people, tn 
tho way things hsvo gone on the 
floor.. with appropriate com­
ments otspproprtato tlmfiB . .. and 
wllh 11 spirit of lovo or at the very 
leur respect end dtgnlty 1 was 
concerned we wern gomg to be tar 
mom p0/81/Ztld than wo tlneled up 
baing. 
-PD:stor, anonymous because he 

did not went to aeom to be 
currying favor 

Olene Vale ahates Ill ten year history of 
C.O ROW In Weal M ~hlgsn II th 
•lib at Yl bt lrf 1 Re1 Veto dation 

ed llul wo 1 p banner uled during 
nferance 

FOLKSINGER 
The apeclal peace pr11entatlon on 
Friday night Included Dibble, an 
outtlandlng UMC folk alngtr who 
aharoel the me11age of peace In tong. 

MIC HIGAN CHRISTIAN 

A walling the opening conference processional are Bill Dobbt, 
Wiltse, trombone; and Don Vuurens, hom. 

West Michig 
Annual Confere 

I 

SOJOURNER TRUTH 
Jane Heard picked up the thl 

EMLC and women In "Hera lot 

RETIREMENT TIME 
When you find yourself In thle 

company, 11'1 timet (Bob Smith) 

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church
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EMLC DEMONSTRATES INCLUSIVENESS 
The EMLC Friday evening evening presentation Included black, hlapanlc, white, 
Asian and native Amerle~~n United Methodlata 11 alx lane churches which hed 
madathelr EMLC per e~~pltalgoal ware honored. From left: Ken Watt , Olga Tafolla, 
Dave Crawford (EMLC Chairperson), VIrginia Williams, and Lawla White Eagle 

Church. 

~ lturgle~~ l dance, Marilyn Miller, helped uplift the opening worship service. 

.-

,-------
REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 

"I guess. bas really as alWays, I 
apprscrato the concern that we 
havo got the dralogua wo have 
togother tho fact that we un 
dlsagroe and all// ura about en 
other, and tna damc:.-ratrc prOCB$/l 
that goes on hure 

Sa Rasllm 11 

LEGISLATIVE SECTIONS WORK AT 
CONFERENCE 

Ton leglalallvo commltt- dobatod nd 
relined con loren~ work beloro It wa reported 
out on tho main floor. The commlltMa tOOk 
their work eerloualy, and ladll'-ted oonlerenoe 

bualllne. 

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church
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West Michigan Conference Report Continued 
[Contmued from page 1) 

Peace Centers abolished were over­
whelmingly defeated, but a greater 
balance in the materials and a careful 
accounting of funding and budget were 
asked for. 

APPOINTMENTS 
On the second day of the conference, 

Bishop Ammons announced the 
appointments of the mmisters for the 
commg year. 01 the approximately 360 
pastors serving local churches, 59 are 
new appomtments. Cabinet and board 
of m1nlstry ofiJclals pointed out that 
although there is presently room for 
new ministers In the conference, the 
next few years should bring an 
oversupply of Qualified ministers. 

FINANCES 
The conference approved a $4.36 

million budget for 1983, an Increase of 
5.3% over the current year. Although 
there was no debate or discuss1on 
about the budget on the floor of con-

ADMIRAL LAROCQUE 
s,.clal 1peohr at a Church and Society 
dlnnttr and tor tho evening program 
Friday challenged the conference to 

work lor nuctoar dlaarmamenl 

NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS INTRODUCED 
Ellen Brubaker and spouse Bob (Grand Rapids, loll) and Ken McCaw and spouse 

Jeanne (Kalamazoo, right) are Introduced by Bishop Edsel Ammons. 

General Conference ol 1984. Included 
were: 

• Homosexuality (Ordination of Mln­
isters)-voted to add the words: No 
person who is a self-avowed practicing 
homosexual shall be eligible lor candl· 
dacy, ordination, appointment or re­
appointment In the United Methodist 
Church. Also added to qualifications 
were the words"lldellty in marriage and 
chastity in singleness." 

• Priorities for next quadrennium, as 
noted, were EMLC and Peace with 
Justice. 

• A North Central Jurisdictional 
package of minor changes concerning 
the jurisdictional episcopacy commit· 
tee were unanimously passed. 

• A lectureship In women's studies 
In the name of 81shop Marjone Swank 
Matlhews to be voluntarily endowed 
was endorsed 

• A call tor o ''Farming and Food 
Cham· While House Conference was 
supported. 

• Lay af'd clergy equalization being 
not eq;.sat due to numbers of retired 
ministers missing was modified by 
aakt:'g that tho number of retired 
mlntstcre rcg1s1erlng at the precedmg 
conference be taken t"lto account 

Significant vot81 of non-concurrence 
woro alao taken on a number of 
petlllona by the committee or the 
conleranoa. Rooo~>ndlngly defeated or 
not constderod wero petitions to: 
w tt>c:'•awlmm tho "'CC o"d wee 1111ow 
c:' lli"latod gtv.:-~g hor !lor or more 
• atrle:II{O ho osoxuol C'<d nol!of' petl-

tlons, changing of the abortion section 
In Social Principles, restrictions of the 
Board of Global Ministries Mission 
funding, etc. 

OTHER DECISIONS 
In other action, the conference: 
• recognized and celebrated the 

ministries of Royal Synwolt, Bob 
Smith, Royce Robinson, Dick Selleck, 
Darwin Salisbury, Bob Brubaker and 
other significant conference leaders 
that were changing jobs, or stepping 
down, 

• will work tor more barrier free 
conference meetings, 

• voted to suspend (end) the Nestle 
Company boycott tied Into the Infant 
Formula task force at the recommenda­
tion of the General Council of Minis­
tries, who were empowered to act for 
the 1980 General Conference. 

• received the statisticians report 
(but not the rationale for the drop) that 
reported 741 fewer members (92,711} 
and the treasurer's report that reported 
$1,806,880 more paid (all Items) by the 
churches. 

• voted In corporate session to sell 
the Grand Rapids District parsonage, If 
required , with provision made to hold 
the funds through the endowment 
fund (J 

REACTION TO CONFERENCE '83 
"Conference has been greet! 

This has been the first time I've 
boen to an annual conference and 
I'm very h•gh end very excited 
obout ft . 1 thmk It's Important to 
havo loy pooplo come to under­
otend tho worklngts of the church . 
I'm going to como agam I'd liko 
my hutsbend to come/ I ve boon a 
MothOdllt lor tWitnty yoarts but I VB 
novor thought before about how 
Important II Ia wo como horo to 
have this undoratendlng " 

- Karen Fethke 
North Muekegon 

r-----------------
"Well, this has been an uc 

conference lor me. I just ~ 
here kind of high and thMI 
some very special things fo• 
like the opportunity for our c~. 
to be able to be representt!d o~ 
program here end also lor us • 
part of a /egis/alive gro_ c • 
whole feel of the conlere"Cfl 
good and the way we r:4~. 

some things such as electors • 
what went with that. I'm ~ 
was here." 

PEACE DEBATE 
Richerd D. Wilson of the M\IU 
Lakeside UMC reads a lengthy r 
to peace resolutions brought by C 
and Society chalr,.rson Bob B 
(background). The Lakeside 
brought a large number ol PI 

which were not concurred "'It 

Tho host pastor ol confer~ 
not elwaya a happy one En 
of Albion 1st roacta to enot 
lor holp from prasldlng u 

Ammona 
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Part of God's "Rag-Tag" Army 
Hears Bishop Open Conference 

Bishop Edsel Ammons reminded West Michigan United 
Methodists that they have to wrestle w ith the question: "How can we 
sing the Lord's song In a strange land?" But he also reminded the 
750 clergy and lay delegates that God goes with his tiny army In that 
struggle during his opening homily to the annual conference entitled 
"Be Steady-Be the Church." 

-we also become lost tribes of God 
-: Mit because of the pressures of an 
a en culture which surrounds us, but 
!ler.a.se of alien attitudes and percep­
" ,, wothln the life of the church Itself 

'tso,llng In low visibility and confusion 
a:;out spiritual realities," the bishop 
s.-:: 

He added that we are tempted to 

Highlights of 
West Michigan 
Council Report 

A.SION (MCA)-The Bob and Ellen 
" on Wednesday afternoon of 
erence was not the introduction of 

oe new Grand Raprds district superln­
"jent and her husband, but was the 

report made by outgoing Conler-
.eCouncll on Ministries director Bob 

- 1~ In tandem with Ellen Brubaker, 
~harrperson of the council. 
'klTie of the highlights they lilted up 
r conference were: 
"For the past six years West 
:• gan has led all of United Melho­

rn per capita giving to World 
""Jer and UMCOR Domestic hunger 

rams and plans have come from 
roots local areas to the districts 

• •>te conference. 
T"e Ethnrc Minority Local Church 

a:Jte has been strengthened. Al-
gh much remains to be done, the 

are planted and growing. 
aya on the District are stilt one of 

crCl91ive progr11ms the confer­
d~ a'Jd writ continue every other 

e camprng program Is good, 
-g between 13,000-15,000 people 
fear 

the North Central Jurisdiction In 
~ Special giving, 90% of the 

partrcipated In Advance Spe­
d the largest number ever were 
., Churches. 
year tho emphasis Is on Women 

Church, and this has been the 
,f the 1983 annual conference. 

1,1 L C has been a conference 
wllh the conference raising 

2'l() 000 for Ethnic Ministries. 
~ a now black church In 
Harbor (Hope), appointed a 

?Ciato pastor at Muskegon 
nd at this conference are 

'I o block anoc.ate to Muske­
r 1 Worktng on a now black 
th l.lln. ng area, a Spanlsh­

urth In Grand Rapids, and 
o Not vo Amortcan Is In 
mlr:~ryl 

VI ih JUIIrCO has boon lhO 
prtorny Established 

tors In tho conforence, 
lnQ Promoted tho Jobs 
r m In MiChigan Now 
IIOnlll OmphDIII9 . 

r Ji d rr:oro long term 
I '' ogle Plonnlng Com· 

ond loot Pnd a mojor 

withdraw from the world or to seek 
escape in speculating about the future. 
But as Paul said in his heartfelt plea for 
faithfulness to the church, "Be steady, 
be alert, be the church, (stay on the 
case)," were the words of advice given 
by the bishop. 

He went on to say, "We are again 
living through an era of concentrated 
and (I suspect) carefully orchestrated 
attacks on major religious Institutions 
and their commendable records of 
Christian charity In behalf of the poor 
and the disadvantaged of this nation 
and the world." Bishops Ammons then 
made clear that reasoned criticism Is 
necessary, but the present criticism Is 
designed to be destructive. 

He noted that, "What I am talking 
about demands much more than 11ght 
answers to the questions being raised. 
There are a lot of us preachers who have 
it all together In the head-right 
theology, right language-but not In 
the heart ...... Be In touch with your 
roots not just In your head." 

After a powerful story of two sisters, 
one who lost touch with her roots, 
Bishop Ammons quoted Arthur Schle­
shlnger: 'The crucial Issue of our day Is 
not conservatism against liberalism, 
but weariness and vitality.' He went on 
to say, "And lor clergy and lay leaders 
of the church that Is the Issue and the 
challenge. There are a lot of weary 
and undernourished Christians In our 
congregations who are betng asked to 
do more than their resources and 
strength will allow.' 

He then called the conference to "usa 
the storehouse of truth and grace In 
order to feed, prepare, and equip the 
saints lor a united witness In a divided 
world." 

Bishop Ammons concluded with the 
moving and hopeful word picture from 
Martin Bell's Way of the Wolf [The 
Gospel in New Images]. He pictured a 
rag-tag army, out of step, stopping 
along the way, going In circles, led by a 

(( 

EY 

Whon you're facing t/1 docmun 

We make movin 
ju tali tl 

toOYf I' 41111111 
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AW, YOU'RE EMBARRASSING ME! 
"Bing" Crosby shares his affection for helpmate Wanda as Blthop Edsel and June 
Ammons look on during the delightful and moving time with the retirees. Each 

minister and spouse had their moment before Conference. 

very old and very tired God. 
The homily closed with these words 

from Bell " .. we're only human. And 
most of us sre afraid and lonely end 
would like to hold hands or cry or run 
sway. And we don't know where we're 
going, and we can't seem to trustGod­
espac/s/ly when /t"s dark out and we 
can't see God. But God won't go on 
without us And that's why its taking so 
long. Listen/ The drumbeat Isn't evan 
regular. Everyone Is out of step And 
there/ You see? God keeps stopping 
along the way to ptck up one of the tiny 
soldrers who dacldtJd to wander off end 
play with e frog or run in a field, or 
whose foot got tengled in the under­
brush God will noWJr golenywhore that 
way• And ~I the march goes on .• .. " 

Then Bishop Ammons shared: "In· 
deed, the march docs go on, our 
wanderings and v.a:~rlness notwith­
standing And now we know It -for tho 
rosurrocled One hAS shown us-that 
God will pick us up Therefore, we are 
tlble to bO steady bo alert, bo tho 
church 

)) 

Conference Bids 
Fond Farewell to 
11 Retirees 

ALBION (MCA)-laughter and 
tears were tho order of the day when 
the 1983 retirees shared their 
remlnlcos nnd their wisdom lnte 
Friday afternoon, June 3. 

As has olton boon noted wo 
sometimes use humor as a way to keep 
our senile of proponlon In times of 
stress end passago Humor aboundod, 
bu so d ::1 • genuine lfecUon for tho 
mmlstrv accomplished and tho miniS· 
tara who accomplished It 

Some sample quote:; are I lustrotlve. 
I've h~rd msnrstors say they've been In 

tho miniStry so many years end enjoyed 
emry mmute of It That sa llo' Thoro ro 
tim~ 1 haven I enJoyed It But thoro 
have boon many great times " (Howell,, 

I'm going to s/1 0111 on our rotlffl­
ment hom decJc and ,.,atch somethlno 
movo that 1 don't have lo pus#J. 
(Hulchona) 

How mu ., 1 epprec a to you loy 
peopto of tha oonferena~ to g • ..: ng mo 
ttro opportunllv to ,. a m lsi of tho 
goapol of JtJ "' , 11 (lahemlnger). 

I dOt I ooJt I bU wa I bO) 
t e (Rupert). 

to et eN b I 
not a ono to t go 
Otr (SIIIabury) 

WEST MICHIGAN CONFERfNC 
RETIRE 

t 
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Senator Corbin Addresses 
Adult/Family Ministries 
Division at Conference 

Senator Gary L. Corbin (0-Ciio) 
spoke to the Division of Adult and Fam­
Ily Mtn1strles of the Board of Local 
Church Mlnlstnes at 1 p.m. on June 9 in 
the Tobias Room at Adrian College. 

Senator Corbin Is the only ordained 
mm1ster In the MIChigan Legislature. 
He Is the majority floor leader of the 
Senate. He spoke on adult, family, and 
other Issues related to family life, 
currently being faced In the legislature. 

Senator Corbin, ordained by the 
Church of God in Anderson , Indiana, Is 
highly respected In legislative circles 
He has spoken to numerous church 
groups and was the featured speaker at 
the lnternat1onat Freedom Festival In 
downtown Detroit three years ago. 

Dorothy Mercer 
Certified as WM 
Director of Music 

KENTWOOD-In the West Mlch1gan 
Confererce of the United MethOdiSt 
Church, there are only two certified 
directors of mus1c-one 1S Jan McCree 
of the Eaton Rapids United Methodist 
Church; and the other ts Dorothy Mercer 
of St Paul's United Methodist Church 
In Kentwood, who was lUSt certified by 
Bishop Edsel Ammons on March 25 

T'le rar1ty of the certification .s due to 
the dedication required for the accom­
pllshrrent thereof. In addition to 

Dorothy Mtlfoer mombof ot St. Paul'o 
UMC, Kentwood alt1 at tho keyboard 
lhe knows and play• ao well. Dorothy Ia 
the director ot mualc at Faith Unltod 
Mathodlat Church and w•• jual recently 
Olrllllod by the bl1hop ol tho W011 

Michigan Con terence. 

What's Happening 
IN THE MCHGAN AREA IN THE MICHl~ 

Single Adult Retreat, Camp Albright, Reed City, June 24, 25, and 26. Sponsored by 
the West Michigan Conference Single Adult Committee. Theme: Single-Why Mel 
Cost: $45 for weekend $20.00 Saturday only and $15 for children under 12. 
Pre-register· Ms. Norma Cobbs, 305 Electric Ct., Sturgis , Ml 49091. Phone: 
616-651-2543. after 5 p.m. A $10.00 non-returnable registration fee must 
accompany registration . 

'7ha World Is Still Our Parish," Monday-Thursday, July 11-14 at Anderson College, 
Anderson, Indiana. A Good News Convocation on World Missions with major 
speakers, music, seminars, Includes a program for youth and children. Tour the 
world with missionaries from four continents. Registration Is $22 single, $44 
couple, $58 family, $16 student (does not Include housing or food). For more 
mformation contact Rev. Howard Tyner, 612 Cassville Rd ., Kokomo, IN 46901, tel . 
317/457-3384. 

1983 Detroit Conference School of Christian Mission has as theme, "Come! Let Us 
Grow Together" Weekend school runs July 15 to Sunday, July 17, at Adrian 
College. The live-day school runs Sunday, July 17 through Thrusday, July 21. 
Drive-in Day is Tuesday, July 19. Contact: Sue Walls, publicity direc tor, 225 
Munger Road. Holly , Ml 48442, 313-634-8423. 

Lab V, July 22, 23, 24, at Adnan First UMC, 1245 W. Maple, Adrian. Sponsored by 
Detroit Coni. Board of Local Church Ministries. Cost: $55.00 before July 7; $65.00 
after July 7. Send registration to Betty Stewart, 225 E. Court St., Flint , Ml 48502, 
(313) 235-4651 or 234-3221, checks payable t o Pam Mathieu. 

Junior high bike hike, sponsored by the Detroit Conference Division o~ Outdoor 
Education, July 25-30. Designed for youth entering 8th and 9th grades m the fall: 
Location: Judson Collins Camp. Cost: $83 per person. Leader: Harold Durfey. Info. 
Camp Registrar, 155 West Congress, Detroit , Ml 48226, phone 313-961 -8340. 

New Beginnings Seminar, August 9-11, beginning at noon, Emrich Conference 
Center, Bnghton, MI. For pastors newly appointed and their spouses. 
Recommended as a valuable continuing education event and an excellent 
transition experience. Training staff: Or. Ross Nicholson, Or. Norbert Smith, Mrs. 
Janella Smith, Rev. James Thompson. Sponsored by Division of Leader 
Development, Board of Local Church Ministries. Registrar: Patricia Paine, Detroit 
Conference, 155 West Congress, Suite 200, Detroit, Ml 48226, 313/961-8340. 

community, denominational, ecumeni­
cal, (c) graduate study at Intervals, (d) 
personal renewal of spiritual life; and 

Effective experience for at least 
twelve months In a full time (or fully 
responsible) appointed or employed 
relationship as the leader of music 1n a 
local United Methodist Church. 

Once a director of music Is certified, 
he or she must stay currently certif1ed 
each year by taking units of contlnu ng 
educatiol', by reading scholarly texts In 
the Hold and by romamlng currently 
and actively employed In music In a 
tlethod ::1 church. 

INDIVII:iUAL SHORT-TEAM 
VOLUNTEER·IN·MISSION 

OPPORTUNITIES 
UMCOR OPPORTUNITIES 

Oro orthopedic aurgeon needed 
to oarvo at t!lo Maua Hospital •n 
Mauo Kenya (about 90 mlleo 
norHt of Nairobi) from August 
5 26 1983 

One gynecologlat needed to 
orvo at tho Maua Hospital In 

Moua Kenya from August 5-26, 
1983 

WORLD DIVISION OPPORTUNITY 

Detroit Conf. to Sponsor 
Junior High Bike Hike 
Based at Judson Collins Camp 

The Detroit Conference Division on 
Outdoor Education is sponsoring, from 
July 25-30 a first-time bike hike 
designed tdr youth entering the eighth 
and ninth grades in the fall. This event 
will be based out of Judson Collins 
Camp in the tnsh H1lls and the bikers 
will tour the Pinckney and Waterloo 
State Recreation Areas. The cost !S 
$8J 00 a person and If the fee Is paid 1n 

full prior to camp, there IS a $5.00 

discount. . 
Mr Harold Durfey. an expenenced 

n ·from Manitou Beach, will lead the 
dea d adult counselors will also 
bikers, an them Depending on the 
acca~~:,a~~d terr~in, the group may 
we miles per day and will make 
8~~~~~~~~0 visit the Chelsea Home and 
s the grave of Judson Collins, 
also to s~ the camp was named All 
fort whc~oking equipment. and food will 
ton rrnlshed and large Items will be 
bo u rtod In a separate vehicle. The 
~.8:0~~0 will need to furnish their own 
b;koa (J 10 1o speed), a duffle bag for 
their cloth ell and personal Items, an air 
mattress or ground pad, and a bike 

fla~or more Information and registration 
rorma those mtortu~tod should contact 
tho tocal churcl1 olllce, or the camp 
Ragl-:wor 155 Wast Congroas, Detroit, 
Ml 48220. phone· 313 061-8340. 

Adrian Alumni Board 
El ct• New Officers 

AI'JRIAN M •11 Tho Adrian College 
Alt.:n .,, A eo;: 11 board of directors 

1 '-:loW or tor tho coming yonr at n 
ll'lg (toctod to ono yoar 

z oth Olalr 8t Clolr of 

8 V NGEL ICAL CAMP 
PI uar t Powell Thomoo of 

u Dr J mo• King of 

IIY If Hl Alt P 

Rev. Lewis " Bud" Buchner 
Edward Rogers and the1r 
honored May 15 at Minister 
tlon Dinner sponsored by the 
United Methodist FellowshiP 

The event was held at • 
A ngus Restaurant In Mu 
lowing dinner, certificates o1 
tlon were presented to Reo 
and Rev. Rogers for theor 
and faithful service to the 
and each was presented 
beautifully-decorated cake 
enjoyed by the entire group ~--

Rev. and Mrs. Harold ~ 
Spring Lake led the group ~ a 
sing-along and also pro.,;Jej 
music using plano, trumpel r: 
dian. 

In addition to his resP01 5 e 
pastor of Ravenna Un1ted 1H 
Church, Rev. Buchner has ..: 
served as pastor of the Fru lpc 
Methodist Fellowship since -
nlng In February, 1982 A so • 
beginning, Rev. Rogers has sr 
worship leader and youth teY-f" 
fellowship, In addition to h s 
responsibilities In the Muskez­
mlnlstry. 

Rev. Lewis "Bud" Buchnar 
Rev. Ed Rogers war• ho:" 
Fruitport United Malhocllal 

Appreciation Dinner, May 

SAFETY TIPS FROM 
OWOSSO FIRST UMC 

Do not ride In an outom 
get In the way of one -Til 
20% of all fatal acc1dcmt 

oo not stay at homo 1 
accidents happen the: II 

Do not walk around tt 
14% of all accidents C' 

pedestrians. 
oo not travel b~ n r 

water: 16% of all occtd -t3 
result of these actlv111Cis 

Only .001% of all fa 
dents occur In churcll C. 
tt Is the safest place to 
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UMC's family camp Involved more than 150 members and friends. 
from left to right are (adults): Harold Jensen, Harry Burna, Minnie 

, Waldo Boyd, Edith Hesa, Edna Kurpsel, Mamie Jensen, and Mary Lou 
. Children (1-r): Bradley Petzold (standing), Todd Smith (sleeping), Jennifer 
Barnard , Monica Dawn Hoornstra, Christina Barnard, and Tony Nichols. 

Millington's Family Camp Theme: "How Great Thou Art" 

'"" accompanying picture typifies 
outreach of the 13th annual family 

tor the Millington United Meth­
t' Church family. This year's camp, 
1 ed "How Great Thou Art," enter­

some 150 plus members and 
!ls ol the church. 

~,na ·men for the weekend were Holly 

Brown, Ed Dawson, and Wayne Brown. 
The planning by these men, along wtth 
the help of numerous volunteers, made 
the weekend most enjoyable. 

Good food, good friends and good 
fellowship are the reasons the ages 
span from weeks old to the octe­
genarlans as pictured. 

New Members 
IN THE UMTED ,.,,crHOOIST CHUFCH IN THE UMTED . 

nt Lake UMC 
It'd "'errl Hoffman, Lynn and Judy 

and Rox Anne Jarrell. 

!ral UMC, Detroit 
Adams, Linda and Bob Clay, Pat 

Joug Renaud, and Charlene Uresy. 

ldlr Sprlnga UMC 
tr!Cll Coady Theresa Mabie, Kit 
ry Ml-::hael Priest, Krls Priest, 
Sl'angte, and Rachel Shangle. 

1 Nelaon UMC 
Bart•etto Caroline Bartlette, 

.J c;asune. Don Shaffer, and Pat 

r 
loh!lhaw'a UMC, Livonia 

.tnderaon, Debbie Beckwith, Le­
D ennger, Amy Harrison, Kim 

, Dan Kendall , Dean Kendall , 
Mueller, Kristen Nelson, Cindy 

Jonrlfer Schuerman, Julie Was­
d Jell Younker. 

Ill ng UMC 
8 

Babcock, Laura Babcock, 

11 Shlrloe Bowers, Jeffrey and 
McDonold, Douglas and Mar­
M lor, Pamela Smith , Richard 
~ Smith David and Janet 
Mourtce and Julia Sylvia 

'Ill Ruth Wlldfong . 
wood UMC. Muskegon 

h LIIUra Davey, Randy 

11 Grams Kelly Herron, 

Ollavllle UMC 
Judi and Jim Phillips. 
Georgetown UMC, Jenison 
Jeanell Insalaco, Michelene Insalaco, 
John Insalaco, Donald Lancaster, 
Marilyn Lancaster, Charles Smith, 
Katherine Smith, Sandra Wesorlck 
Dabble Bailey, Amy Boss, Barbara 
DeRidder, Caroline Doornbos, Kathy 
Gonyer, Gregory Gonyer, Susan Haver­
kamp, Thomas Hibbard, Jannette Hib­
bard, Laurel Irwin, Karin McNeil, 
Michael McNeil, Dawn Petzak, Rlohard 
Petzak, Linda Storey, Dean Storey, 
Brenda Storey, Kalhleen Walzet, A ck 
Wetzel, R1chard Woodison, and Joyce 
Woodlson. 
Munith UMC 
Helen Palmer Dwayne and Myrtle Wild, 
Billie Mitchell, Kim Dancer, ond Mer•.:~ 
Johnson 
Webberville UMC 
Ingrid Flock, Katie Flock and Kathy 
Lohr. 
Kalamazoo: Mllwood UMC 
Verne and Joan Loko. Rooon ond Janice 
Kocisky, Lynne and James Park Jr 
DIAnne Hotdanus, Boroora c. d Richard 
Reynolds , Mark end Dobra Tollls Dobra 
and David Townsend and Neal ond Mary 
Von Sweden 
Farry UMC, Hesperia 
Mr. Robin How •dn M1a A "barn 
Howurds, and Luclllo Aoc~ 

Otto H. Steen 
Honored at 
Marine City U MC 

The Marine City Methodist Church 
honored the late Rev Otto H Steen on 
April 24, during services, by naming 
their educational bUilding, The Otto H. 
Steen Educational Building. 

Rev. Steen was born in Norway In 
1897, the son of a square rigger sea 
captam. In 1917 he graduated from the 
Oslo School of Ma11ne Engmeering, and 
1n 1921 was graduated from Horton 
School of Engineering. He moved to the 
United States In May 1922. 

During hts first seven years tn the 
United States he rece•ved hts B.A. 
degree from Northwestern University In 
Evanston. Ill. and h1s B.D. degree from 
Drew Semmary m Mad1son, N.J He 
served b1-linguat churches In the 
Norweg1an-Danlsh conference for 12 
years. In 1939, the Steens transferred to 
the Detroit Conference and moved to 
Manistique, where they served for four 
years. 

Rev. Steen served ten churches. the 
last two betng Escanaba F1rst Meth­
odiSt lor nine years and Ma11ne C1ty 
First Methodist where he was named 
Pastor Emeritus, for ten years. 

During this ten-year period, at Marine 
City F11st Methodist, the Church school 
flourished and Sunday attendance tn 
Church school was between 148 and 
189. More space was needed. 

Permission was granted In May 1956, 
to add a new educat•onal wing on the 
nonh of the church building that would 
measure 34'8 by 39' This provided an 
eight room annex tnat could be used for 
Church school and wtlh sections 
Suitable for the use os a lounge and 
pastor olhce 

This new educallonol wing was 
dedicated on June 3, 1957, but never 
named, In an all day celebration, with 
Bishop Marshall Reed, tho moln 
speaker There v.as a mortgage burning 
celebration on April 10, 1957 

In 196t Rev Steon was honored by 
election as a delegate to tho Methodist 
Wo td Conference In Oslo, Norway 

Tl'o Sleens rettred In t963 and moved 
to Manlsllc; o, where Mrs Steen sttll 
res :!es Ho w s 1 keen B•bte student 
ond hts preaching wos B blo-bllsod ond 
very Inspirational 

A special program was presented 
durtng this SL day sc:v ca. A momonot 
plaque deSIIj 1od ond given 1111 0 IOVO 
g·ft by Mtugar t Brldgos·Donnoolo, 
was preso11tod to the cllurch by 
ad. ,, trot~~~ ~wd cholrporaon Mrs 
Harvey Ftnate wold to bo nountcd on 
tho ta do o 1'111 b !ling 

A ponm 1 h d been wrlttel" 
lw " 1, y p v usly by Mrs 
A lrtcll tn It' tho o ln3 \10<1 lo 

d a tr l" Mrs Cat A 
g 1 t Mra S! n to 

II. • o n H ;d on , Kim McCormick, 
rr.tcll, Mark Powlenko, and 

y 

JMC Eacannba 
Soolt Gainor, Jeffery 

1 r Johnson Alex Joklpll, 

!The Michigan Christian Advocat 
I ·' Runs a Printing Servic 

Dawn Rosa, E<lka 
· Whitney 

Orand Raplda 
H J ~n•o Bailey, and 

I For Your Church 

l " 

Partlclpanta In the Belleville/Romulus 
walk/jog-a-thon. 

Belleville/Romulus 
UMCs Raise $3500 
At Jog-A-Thon 

A walk/jog-a-thon was sponsored by 
Belleville/Romulus churches on May 
15. S3 500 was raised by the walkers/ 
joggers and two roller skaters. The 
w:: kers, Joggers and skaters got 
pledges for vartous amounts lor each 
m. ttcey covered Theso pledgos 
totaled S3 500 

Cora Vandecar of Willow U:'llted 
Method 'St Church raised over $200 by 
hersell Laura Lovo of Rorl'ulus Corl'­
murlly .Jnlled Methodist Chli ch rotsed 
about $100 

12 5'1b of the money raised went to 
Render no Emergen yond Community 

Help (REACH I o t.:>:JIIIIon l.ll R.>mulus 
cl: :-ch and oservlce agonc•es 12 5% 
went to •he Food C oset on 
eme gency food agency 1 tho Bol ev.llo 
Ftrst Unltod Methodist Church 50% of 
the funds w go to world hunger 

Ftrat ad and trllnsportottor 1or thoao 
who could not com~) to tho w11lk was 
provtdod by Tho Kwlk Hc'pors, 11 CB 
club 

ho w lk 1 Iron Romu u1 mot ot 
Aomu!.Js Com.,un ly Un ted Mothod :11 
t.hurch and walked tJown Huron Alvor 
Or vo t Be I II St Anthony I 

tho t.. u 'I 'ld b k to Romulus 
Bell vtol art ~nt• n'ol I St 
A Ito e Cit I "11 n W k 
dow H A At' ult. 
l I hur 
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Mt. Olivet Celebrates 
Pentecost With Birthday Party 

The Mt. Olivet church of Dearborn 
celebrated Pentecost In the spirit of a 
birthday party for the Christian Church 
on May 22. The worsh1p service 
Incorporated a number of unusual 
features highlighting the meaning of 
Pentecost. 

The fourth to sixth grade children 
led the worship procession w1th small 
banners depleting various Pentecost 
themes with scriptural references which 
they read as an opening call to worship. 
A large sanctuary banner the children 
had made was placed next to the altar. 

The message of Pentecost was 
expressed through the music of the 
chancel choir directed by Ellen King, 
special Instrumental numbers by Diana 
Grannan on the flute, Ruth Williams on 
the organ and Ellen K1ng on the p1ano. 
The service theme was enhanced by the 
reception of the youth confrrmatlon 
class, and climaxed by the entire 
congregation's gatherrng on the church 
lawn to release balloons with Pentecost 
messages attached 

The congregation then JOined In a 
"birthday party" In the fellowship hall 
that Included a potluck dinner, and 
three large birthday cakes with Ice 
cream The U.M.Y.F. provided post· 
dinner entertainment w1th a humorous 
"make-me-laugh" program as part of 
their project to raise funds for Camp 
Klnawmd. 

The day's actrvltles were under the 
dlret'lfon of choir director Ellen King. 
assisted by Pastor David Church and 
church school teachers Janrce Frank 
and Joan Mueller 

Dorothy Reuter, Ellen King and Bonnie 
Bowlo dlcplay Pentecoat " Birthday 

Cak 1 nt Ml Olivet church, May 22. 

Rev. Tim Hastings, right, converses with Mr. and Mrs. Richard (Lynette) 
Burmeister, and their daughter Heather, at the confirmation banquet held at Firat 

United Methodist Church In Saginaw, May 16. 

40 Students of 7 Churches 
In Saginaw Area Complete 
Unified Confirmation Class 

Forty students from seven United 
Methodist Churches recently completed 
a unified confirmation class, when the 
pastors combined both their students 
and their teaching abilities to g ive an 
experience that a single church could 
not give by Itself. For the students there 
was the opportunity to meet and to get 
to know people from other churches, 
In addition to seeing ministers other 
than their own. 

The classes were held at overnight 
meetings In the participating churches: 
an October overnight at Swan Valley, a 
January meeting at St. Charles, and a 
March session at Hemlock 

pastors were Tom Brown II of the 
Hemlock and Nelson U.M . churches; 
Frank Cowick and Tim Hastings of 
Saginaw First U.M. Church; William 
Omanslek of the St . Charles and Brant 
U.M. churches; Ph ilip Rice of the 
Freeland U.M. Church; and Grant 
Washburn of the Swan Valley U.M. 
Church. 

Concluding the sessions was a 
banquet at the First United Methodist 
:ctrutCh tn Sagtnaw. Chris Grefe of the 
Loose Gaboose prOVIded a Sing-along 
alter the meal, and Rev. Eric Hammar 
celebrated commun1on with the con· 
I• mends and their parents. Rev. 
Hammar us the district superintendent 
o! the Saginaw Bay District of the 
Untted MothOd.st Church. The young 
people were confirmed In therr own 
churches on Pentecost Sunday, May 22. 

Registrants at the Traverse City seminar for the unamploywcs 

Tho Pllrtlclpatlng churchno and their 

FATHER'S DAY-JUNE 19 

Seminars for Unemployed Michigan College provided 
Held In Traverse City overview and Job retrn r 

The churches of Traverse City led In 
sponsoring a free series of five 
seminars for the unemployed reaching 
nearly two-hundred persons. The Idea 
began when Dr. David Crawford of 
Central United Methodist Church found 
a need with Rev William Hertel and 
Rev. Jack Kraklan of Asbury and 
Emmanuel Churches They undertook 
plannrng for the sessions Inviting co­
aponoorshlps with Tho Salvation Army, 
Ministerial Association, The United 
Way, Tho Lnbor Council, Northwestern 
Michigan College, Consumers Power 
Company, Community Mental Health, 
Deportment of Soclol SorvlcO!I, otc. 

Tho hrat aooslon at Northwo:~tern 

•APPROVED DETROIT 
CONFERENCE MOVER• 

available. The remaining f 
at Asbury Church focusc.l 
A Job," "Emotional 11 
Unemployed," "Finnncla 
lions for the Unemplo\ 
munlty and Church-Rehlt 
for Coping. •· The morning 
Included babysitting Th 
provide practical aid for 
ment and ways to c 
meantime. 

Position Avail 
POTTER PARK OUTR 

DIRECTOR 

Tha Potter Park Ou 
Unltod Mothodlal com 
vlca organization In • 
Integrated nolghb~ 
alng, Michigan The 
the ralponslblllllaa o 
coordinating, and I 
bnalc progroma wh 
nMda of nolghbOfl\ 
Araaa of service I 
clothing, oducatl 
counaalllng, medial 
lognt and ooclal 
dlraotor naeda a t 
In the Chrlatlan faltll 
and communication 
ability to coordt att 
of varloua comll' 
ond aupervlaa t 
I nora. 

'l'ho total aatary 
from StO,OOO t 
lng on ltdu tl 

ud ,.,um 
Potier Pat 
tOOt D 
~naln 
Deadline I 

,J 
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West Mendon Banquet Names 
Two Mothers of the Year 

The 30th annual mother-daughter 
banquet of the West Mendon United 
Methodist Church was held recently at 
the Mendon High School cafetorlum 
with 113 mothers. daughters, grand­
mothers and friends present. 

The welcome was given by the 
president of the UMW, grace was given 
by Sara Morse. and the banquet was 
served by the men of the church. 

The toastmistress for the program 
was Joyce Kline. Toasts to the mothers, 
daughters and grandmothers were given 
by Lou Ann Moord, Barbara Harrison 
and Rebecca Moord. Dorthy Stoldt and 
Dora Plummer were named mothers of 
the year and g1ven corsages and plants. 

The speaker of the evening was Mrs. 

The annual CROP Walk for the Williamston-Webberville area brought out 538 
Kathleen Marvin of Three Rivers, who 
gave an Inspiring message, '"Tell It to 
Your Children." The benediction was 
g1ven by Marilyn Higgins. 

walkers end 14 runners on a 14-mlle run/ walk. 

With a goal of $14,000 to relieve world 
-l)er, 536 walkers and 14 runners of 

Yo amston , Webberville, and sur­
~:lding areas participated In their 

.,--ual CROP Walk on April 24. 
•he course covered 14 miles between 

, amston and Webberville. The com­
,. ~r ty project helps to support a food 

~ for the needy In the area and a 
ebound-meal program . A total of 
of the funds raised In the walk will 

m to the participating communities 
~te p focal people 

ordlnators tor the CROP Walk 

wast Berlin UMC Mother­
tor Banquet was held on Thurs­
en ~g May 18, In the church 

11 hiP hall 
-..MrD11ra er !l!'llll;:DCWQhlW. K~ 

4 :l Sandy Revoldt planned a tine 
rafT' tomplete with beautifully 

keepsake programs. 
r ust and Dorothy Kohlhagen 
gu:: ts as they arrived. Alter 
was seated, Myra Faust gave 
11on 

.vlr!J d.nner, UMW President, 
CO.!Ird welcomed all and lntro-

r ·o WI' mg who gave a tribute 
olher Gertla Brooks, followed 

nt 10 to ell mothers present. 
1 Corio Brooks and Crlssy 
!Cd their ror>dlt ion of ''Roses 
honor of their grandmother 

1 Bcrllr>ettes sang two songs 
h Ju Ia Nlckolauo road a 

penned In honor ol her 
Margaret Nlckolaus. 
:JS rend a tribute to all 

th th b n dt 

T 0 ? 

were William Wheeler of Webberville 
United Methodist Church and Mrs. Jo 
Schoff of Williamston UMC. 

Other churches and groups that 
walked and had recruiters from their 
areas were Perry-Shaftsburg UMC, 
Stockbridge UMC, Williamston Center 
UMC, Williamston Free Methodist 
Church, Wheatfield UMC, St. Mary's 
Catholic Church, St. Catherine's Epis­
copal Church, Rowley Wesleyan 
Church, Van Town-Dansville UMC; St . 
John's Lutheran Church of Fowlerville; 
Webberville UMC; Williamston UMC; 
Kiwanis of Williamston; the Webberville 
4-H Club; and Webberville and William­
ston school students. 

This year David Bower. the director of 
the Lansing CROP office, walked with 
this group. 

The Kiwanis Club of Williamston and 
the United Method1st Women of the 
Webberville and Williamston churches 
provided the snack for the walkers. 

I --

West Mendon's mothera of the yur are 
U·r) Dorothy Stoldt and Dore Plummer. 

EAGLE SCOUT AT WILLIAMS FORD MEMORIAL UMC 
The WilliamS. Ford Momorlal UMC In Detroit celebrete Ita flrat EltQio Scout In t6 
yeare. John Alloy who began u 1 Cub Scout h .. earned th hlghaat rank In 
scouting. John'11 hobblos ftfl buoball lootba I and tran and he Ia on the 
awlmmlng team He will become tho nalatant ae..::~t maater n lhD fall Pictured 
abovo nre (L·Rl Scout Ma Ill Robert Vehoakl Re Juanlte on, paator at 
Wllllom S Ford Momorlnl UMC l gl I oh Riley Wayne PlheiJR Chnlrman 

ol tho admlnlatretlve board, end Robe t ob o, au lanl 1 ou millet" 

L N E R A D 
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People 
THEIR UVES AND EVENTS THEIR U 

MISS JEAN LOVE, director of single 
student housing and mlddler student at 
Asbury Theological Seminary, won the 
second place John Harrison Ness 
Memorial Award. Sponsored by the 
General Commission on Archives and 

Jean 
Love 

History of the United Methodist Church 
In Madison, New Jersey, Jean won the 
$100.00 second prize for her paper, "The 
Devotion of John Wesley As Revealed in 
His Letters to Women " Th1s Is the first 
t1me Asbury Seminary has submitted 
papers to be considered for this award. 
From St. Johns, Miss Love Is a 
candidate for deacon's orders In the 
Detroit Conference. She hopes to 
graduate from semmary m May, 1984 
with a master of divinity, and return to 
the Detroit Conference as a pastor. 

BISHOP JOEL D. McDAVID, presid­
Ing Bishop of the Atlanta Episcopal 
Area of the United Methodist Church, 
has been appomted to the faculty of 
Emory Un varsity's Candler School of 
Theology Appointed as Churchman In 
Residence, McDavid will begin at 
Candler In September 1984, following 
his rellrement In Juno of 1984 Ho will 
teach Churc'l Administration and Mis­
s on and w I counsel students regard­
Ing the rrlr stry psrtlculorly n relation­
ships with ernual conloronces 
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THEJRUVESANDEVENTS THBRUVESAKJEVENTS THEIR UVES AND EVENTS ThEIR UVES AND. 

~~~~~~ by two sons, Nathaniel and daughter and son-In-Jaw Waneta and 
th ~· both at home: his parents· Jim Hawes of Mt. Clemens; 9 grand-
K ~~ rrthers, Dan of Kanab Utah' children; 8 great-grandchildren·, brother 

I Y o Royal Oak and Fr~nk of' Milford· two 1 t and sister-In-Jaw Kenneth and Margie 

Bible For Today 

Deborah: 
Yp .1 •1 s s ers, Barbara Merrell of Stevens of Burton; nieces and nephews. 
L so ant and Mary Merrell-Thomas of Memorial services were held at the 
n~enc~~s~~~ :ee~nsylvanla, and several Atherton UMC, with Rev. Charles 

tBook place A:ril e2~s~~~~:~~~:~ ~~~e~ Marble officating. Memorial contribu-

Supporter and Leader 

nghton with Dr. Richard C Ch h o lions may be made to this church. 
offocoatmg. Memorial gifts ,eat am MRS. GERTRUDE LILA PRESTON 
Merrell's name are n Mr. 

For Sunday, June 26 
Judges 4:4-9, 14-16; 5:1-3 

Ronald McDonald Hsuggested to the (DOTY), age 94, of Boyne City, formerly 
McDonald's of Livlngs~~~eC In care of of Saginaw, died June 3 at Grandvue 
West Grand River Bright ounty, 6163 Medical Care Facility In East Jordan. 
Contributions ma' 

81 
on, Ml 481 16. Born In Fairgrove on July 15, 1888, the 

Brighton Methodrst ~~be given to the former Gertrude Smalling married Rev. 
Grand River Brighton ~~ch, 400 East Samuel Morley Preston In Saginaw In 

B y Paul L. Hartman 

' 48118. 1943. He died in 1961. Gertrude Jived In 
REV. MERTON L STEVE Saginaw most of her life, summering In 

23 at Hurley Medic~l c NS died May Boyne City after her ret irement. She 
81 enter Burt H was · Born In Flint J ' on. e was a legal secretary for Crane and 

he married Metha W~i~neune 13, 1901, Crane of Saginaw. She was also a 
26. 1922. He was an act" y on August director of dramatics for churches and 
for 40 years servo ove UM minister clubs in Saginaw. A member of the 
superintendent ' of thng as district Boyne City UMC and Jefferson Ave. 
Distnct from 1960-1~ Port Huron UMC in Saginaw, she Is survived by a 
~ember of the Detroit ;e f was a niece. Mrs. Harold (Madeline) Diehl of 

urvovlng are his wife Me on erence. Boyne City. Graveside services were 
and daughters·in-Jaw tha ; two sons held June 4, with Rev. Allan Valkema 
Marilyn Stevens of Pi ' Whitney and officatmg. Memorials may be sent to 
Mary Stevens of Y~OUth , John and the Jefferson Ave. UMC, Saginaw, and 

anwen, Ohoo; Boyne City UMC. 

H AVE YOU ever had the experience o f 
being empowered by someone's pre­
sence? Isn't It a wonderful feeling ? You 
have seen It happen many t imes. A litt le 
boy playing baseball may not play up to 
his potential until he sees his parents In 
the stands. Then , he makes a saving 
catch or drives in the winning run. A 
woman may f ind that caring for her 
child ren on her own Is too much unt il a 
certain friend stops by, and she Is 
empowered to start anew. We can all 
recall moments In our lives when we 
have been strengthened by someone 
else. 

This was the effect Deborah had on 

Blanchard, 
Michigan 

August 12-13, 1983 

-------N·------------------·-------------
"' 0 Ill 

I 

... 

Barak. He was a military ieacllr 
an almost Impossible task 
had prophesied victory ovte • 
army, but Barak did not fee 
confidence In th is predict or • 
why he sa id to Deborah. · If ~-o. 
with me, I will go; but If yOL. w 
with me, I will not go ... S... 
empowered by Deborah's PraM~' 

Like the other Judges of 
Deborah was a charlsmatoc IMdr 
organized the loose conlede"' 
tribes between the end of tM 
and the beginning o f the mo~~. 
h istorical pattern during 1 
Invo lved the breaking of the C 
on the part of God's people lo 
punishment through the oppreu 
foreign powers, followed b 
repentance, which Jed to tht! 
strong deliverer. The Judges ww. 
deliverers who were called 
special purpose and given splrtt 
of wisdom, leadership, and ~ 

I am always Impressed w t'­
God calls and uses people T'le 
had no special prerequtsiles • 
not begin with leadership q 
outstanding personal sir 
was an exile because of his 
birth and led an outlaw tribe 
was often given to fits of ,.. 
rage. Deborah, o ur main cha a.: 
unique among the Judges as 
wom an mentio ned He­
shared the common experlenc. 
called and blessed by Goa 
performed extraordonary 1 
unusual o bjects . They we 
successful with such weap ft 

goad, a ten t peg, and 1 
remains of an anim:1 
described In Judges uro~ 

need to trust in the power o 
then In our ow n strength 

Though the stories told 
bord er on legend . we bellO\ 
still works In this way. G 
people to perform extraord 
God continues to empowet us 
thlnga which lead to dellv 
return us to the right retail 
God . Either we foel G 
directly or we aro empo\\ 
through the presence of 

The story of Deborah 
roaches us that God d 
power to be loft unused 
pray lor strength we don 1 
When we lllk for God a 
should be prepared to usll 
God gives. Whon wear 
God, either dlrootly o lh 
olso, wo dora not y 
This vory momont Ia th 
God'o &trongth ond u 

Think about tho ton' 
ompoworod to do ao:n 
And think oboutlll y 
otrongth cnmo Now b 
God for tho many o..:• 
lifo. 

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church


	20221026_269
	20221026_270
	20221026_271
	20221026_272
	20221026_273
	20221026_274
	20221026_275
	20221026_276
	20221026_277
	20221026_278
	20221026_279
	20221026_280
	20221026_281
	20221026_282
	20221026_283
	20221026_284



