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United Methodist sergeant 
from Grayling may risk jail 

'I ........ ~ The strange intermingling of 
military and religious sym­
bols are images Americans 
see almost daily as the mili­
tary buildup continues in 
Saudi Arabia. Here a Saudi 

(MCA) - "I d1dn't JOin the army to be 
a ktller," Sgt. George Morse told Advocate 
reporter Kathy Goolian as she spoke w1th 
h1m Nov 20. 

As we take th1s 1ssue of the MCA to the 
pnnter, we have become aware that 
Morse plans to become Mtch•gan·s first 
conscientious obJector 1n the Persian Gull 
cnsis. The 25-year-old Grayling man IS a 
member of M1chelson Memonal Umted 
Methodist Church In the Army for seven 
years, Morse was to leave mtlitary serv1ce 
next month. But he has been called for du· 
ty 10 Saudi Arab1a and he plans to fight the 
deployment. 

Morse sa1d that growmg up 10 the 
Church he believed war was wrong. He 
now thmks U.S. actions in the Middle East 
have "gone too far" and JOinS those who 
must stand up for peace 

MCA readers w•ll likely hear more of 

In this issue 
TIME TO HEAL: Bishop 
Cratg to preach at Christmas 
celebratron P4 

SPIRITS DOWN?: West Win­
dow examines morale level m 
W Mrchigan P7. 

TEXAS T~S: Mich igan 
Ut.As report on Gathenng m Ft. 
Worth Ps 8-9 

Sgt. Morse in the media in commg days. 
A full story w1ll appear 10 the Dec. 10 edi· 
t1on of the Advocate. 

At the nattonal level. top officers of 
the United Methodist Council of B1shops 
will seek to deliver to the Whtte House a 
letter produced by the council and s1gned 
by more than 2,500 clergy and laypersons 
at an mternauonal "Gathenng" here Oct. 
31-Nov. 4 

The letter released by the b•shops Sept. 
10. calls on Pres•dent Bush to use politi­
cal and economtc pressure rather than 
m•litary actton in the Persian Gulf 

At its regular semi-annual meetmg after 
the Gathenng. the council asked its pres­
Ident. B1shop Leroy C. Hodapp of lndta­
napolis, and secretary. Btshop Melv1n G 
Talbert of San Francisco. to deliver the let­
ter and s1gnatures directly to the White 
House. 
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naval officer prays on the 
deck of a gunboat in the Per­
sian Gulf. Muslims turn 
toward Mecca and get on 
their knees to pray five times 

- daily.-ms photo/Reuters 
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Pastor tells of his visit to S. Africa 
VITAL SIGNS: Church-of-the­
week becomes a regular 
feature. P16. 

''Walls of apartheid are coming down'' 
NANCY KALEY 
Stall Wnter Battle Creek Enqwor 

'A butterfly can never change back tn­
to a caterpillar, and South Africa can never 
return to the past. 

Black and White churches in 
S. Africa condemn racist sin 
G USTAV SPOHN 
FlchgiOus News s..rv"" 

An histone conference of South African 
churches ended Nov. 9 w1th a sweeping 
denunc1at1on of apartheid. but there still 
are s1gns of conttnutng dtsagreement bet­
ween whtte and black churches over how 
mstllutionalized , ac1sm should be 
dismantled. 

Meanwhile, the conference 1n Rusten­
burg seemed to inO•cate that the country's 
mynad black churches are without senous 
d•sagreement when 11 comes to nddtng the 

country of aparthetd. 
The Rev. J . Oscar McCloud of New 

York, a Presbyterian and member of the 
World Council of Churches Executive 
Comm1ttee. made those observations Nov. 
13 after attending the conference as an 
observer for the World Council. 

THE LAST MAJOR conference involv­
tng the delegates from black and wh1te 
churches took place 30 years ago in the 
Johannesburg suburb of Cottesloe tn the 
See AFRICA, page 4 

HISTORIC CHURCH 
CONFERENCE 

RUSTENBURG, S. Africa -
Anglican Archbishop Des­
mond Tutu confers with 
Methodist Bishop Khoza 
Mgojo Nov. 9 at the end of 
one of the largest confer­
ences of South African chur­
ches ever held. The last ma­
jor conference involving del· 
egates from black and white 
c hurches took place 30 
years ago. The churches 
called for the immediate 
scrapping of all apartheid 
race segregation laws agree­
ing on " the unequivocal 
rejection of apartheid as a 
a ln." - ms photo/Reuters 

'The walls of apartheid are coming 
down and never have so many there 
tasted freedom," said the Rev. David 
Yingling, pastor of Birchwood United 
Methodist Church-optimistic at the re­
cent metamorphosis. 

He was among 55 members of a na­
tional Emmaus spiritual group who recent­
ly spent 19 days in the country at the invi­
tation of the Methodist Church of South­
ern Afnca. Emmaus IS an organization 
designed to strengthen and renew the 
faith of participants. 

THE GROUP OF eight clergy and 47 lay 
members-"half black, half white, half 
men, haifwomen"-sparked more curios­
ity and " some crosswise looks" than crit­
icism in South Afnca, Yingling said. 

" Contrary to reports by the international 
media, there's a great deal of hope, 
energy and blacks and whites working 
together there and a tremendous enthu­
siasm and a feeling of hope," he said. 

" We're going to make it" is their cry, he 
added. 

Calling the timetable for change " one 
day at a ttme, one chtp in the wall at a 
time," the minister said optimists " are 
focusing their hope on Jesus and the Sptrit 
of God more than a figurehead like (anti· 
apartheid leader) Nelson Mandala. 

" We met briefly both with the staffs of 
Mandala and President F.W. de Klerk and 
they encouraged us to say positive things 
when we came home." 

" There are 18 black (tribal) townships 
in South Afnca, and Mandala's Zulu tribe, 
which is the backbone of Mandala's Afri­
can Nattonal Congress, 1s only one of 
them," Yingling said. 

Yingling said he didn't have fears walk­
tng the streets of Soweto. " People appre­
Ciated the fact that we were there ... He 
said an irony is that many natives in South 
Afnca said they would be more fearful of 
walktng the streets of Detroit. " They per­
ceive Americans as very violent people 

who have to confront a different kind of 
fear . 

BUT VISITING A black township is com­
parable to crossing into a foreign country. 
" Expect to be stopped by several police­
men carrying M-1 's," Yingling said. 
They're not discouraging visitors, rather 
"trying to protect their communities. 

" We also had to leave our cameras on 
the bus in Soweto, about 25 miles from 
Johannesburg." The group of church lay 
leaders also had to leave their cameras on 
the bus when they visited Mandala's 
home and de Klerk's government offices 
at Pretoria. 

" Contrary to 
reports by the 
international 
media, there's 
a great deal of 
hope, energy 
and blacks 
and whites 
working to­
gether there. " 

David Yingling 

Rioting has been more tempered since 
last year when Mandala was released 
from prison after 27 years. 

" South Africa is becoming less and less 
of a powder keg, but fights still go on. 
However, more are working for unification. 

"Many of the same kids that were run­
ning down the streets during riots in 
Soweto a year ago were at a service I at­
tended at the Kattehong Methodist 
Church," Yingling said. 

But the remnants of earlier riots-par­
ticularly in the Soweto Township area­
are still there, he said. 
See HOPE, page 3 
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MICHIGAN AREA UPDATE 

Bishop's Beat 
-Judy Craig 
Michigan Area 

Advent hope 

I 
t's hard to focus on one thing. 
Streams of thought come together 
in my experience and my mind. 
There is that stream still celebrating 

the Gathering, all its drama, its high 
worship, the energy let loose across 
the Church. In that tributary is my won­
derment about the Pastoral Letter. How 
many congregations heard it? How was 
it read and received? What questions 
did it leave, or what boredom? What 
will happen next? 

I HAD A marvelous time reading it in 
a congregation that exhibited many 
signs of vitality. It felt good to read it 
there, for I was among a people who 
are themselves demonstrating why I 
am so confident about the future of our 
witness as vital congregations full of 
faithful dis<;iples. But what about other 
places? What about openness to what 
God might do next? Will people read 
the document, live with the vision, fol­
low God's leading? I stand on the edge 
of not knowing ... a kind of Advent 
hope for' what is not yet keeps me 
going. Not bad timing, I suppose. 

A request: Send me a note about 
how you read the letter and any plans 
you have in your congregation for "liv­
ing with the vision." 

A SECOND tributary is my awareness 
of Thanksgiving. My extended family in 
Ohio will be the focus of my celebra­
tion, and the hostess for the weekend 
has asked that each family unit present 
bring something tangible that repre­
sents something for which that family is 
thankful. Those things will be put 
together for the center piece for the 
dining table. Nice idea! What to take? 
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I have set out a wooden cross and 
flame given me by my sister some 
years ago. Why? Because I am aware 
that almost everything for which I am 
grateful comes to me through the 
Church, source and channel of thou­
sands of other signs of God's generous 
grace in good times and not so good 
times. Good timing as I live out of the 
energy now flowing through the Episco­
pal Initiative that is focused on praying 
for God to continue to energize the 
Church in its form as local congrega­
tions where faithful disciples are 
formed. 

BUT THERE is a third stream of con­
sciousness in the river of my life these 
days. It is painful consciousness of the 
mass of soldiers and force for killing 
amassed in a desert halfway around 
the world, there in protest of a despotic 
act of national (and personal) rape, but 
there, also, as a means of saying we 
will protect our standard of living and 
economy at almost any cost. Confusing 
signals for me. 

There is a certain rightness and lin­
gering wonderment about wrongness in 
all I read and hear and watch. But 
whatever the argument offered for right 
or wrong, there is human life at stake 
and well being of families already dis­
rupted, in America and other nations of 
the wo1ld. Here we are, approaching 
Advent, that season of longing for 
hope, for a future of security and 
peace, and the world teeters once 
again under the continuing sound of 
conflict actual and conflict threatened. 

What impact will that have on our 
preaching, our praying, our personal 
journey through the recital of Advent 
scriptures, crying out with longing and 
hope? What impact will it have on 
those of us who are secure and com­
fortable, our family members all ac­
counted for, or our family dismembered 
by world events beyond our personal 
control? 

A second request: If you know 
United Methodists who have been 
deployed by the Military to the Middle 
East, please send me the names and 
addresses as you have them, both of 
the soldiers and of the families left 
behind. Thanks. 

ADVENT, INDEED! Season of expec­
tation that God is still moving in the 
world ... moving {hrough congregations 
of people gathered to hear the Word 
and to learn how to respond .. scatter­
ing to be the Word in home and at 
work and with friends and among ene­
mies. That I come through the season 
of Thanksgiving and into Advent with 
mixed feelings, contradictory streams of 
real life flowing into my consciousness, 
makes me not unlike those people who 
longed for God's revelation of hope 
long ago, whose stories are my scrip­
tures in th is season and whose discov­
ery of God Incarnate is my hope today 
and tomorrow! 

Advent , indeed! Come, Lord Jesus, 
come! Bring us freshly kindled beams 
of hope for our fear and light for our 
darkness. Come to us as those who 
would be your Body-in company of 
those we know and whose yearnings 
are ktn to ours and out among those 
we do not know so well and whose 
yearn1ngs may be contrary to ours. 
Come, and dwell w1th us in the mix of 
our life streams. where memories of 
high moments mingle with realization of 
uncertain moments. Advent. mdeedl 
Come, Lord Jesus. 

-·~ ~ It 

SHELTER FOR HOMELESS OFFERED IN FLINT 
The Greater Flint Council of Churches announces the openmg on Sept 30 

of a Rotating Church Shelter for Homeless Women and Children. 
To date the shelter has been hosted by the followmg churches Oak Park 

UMC, Christ Ep1scopal Center. Charity UMC, and Vernon Chapel Afncan Meth­
odist Episcopal Church. Calvary and Trimly UMCs are future hosts 

The shelter has served up to ten people ntghtly. Meals are provtded by the 
North End Soup Kitchen. Love. Inc. and the Salvation Army have prov1ded 
clothing. Tom Brown II 

LAY PROFESSIONALS HOLD FALL RETREAT 
A Spiritual Formation Retreat sponsored by the Michigan Area Umted Meth­

odist boards of Diaconal Ministry was held recently at Lake Loutse Retreat 
Center, Boyne Falls. 

Thirty-four persons (diaconal mimsters and candidates, certified persons, 
musicians, Christian educators, and secretanes) were regtstered for the expe­
nencewhich was led by the Rev. Paul Nicely. professor of pastoral care emer­
itus, Methodist Theological School in Oh1o 

The 24-hour retreat dealt with aspects of co-dependency tn m1mstry .Janet Lee 

PORT HURON UMW HOLD ANNUAL MEETING 
Over 300 women gathered at the Marysville United Methodist Church on 

Oct. 10. They came from 103 local church units for the Distnct Annual Meet­
ing of United Methodist Women. A new slate of officers for 1991 was approv 
ed: Marie Hingelberg (St. Clair First), prestdent; Kay Fuller (Lexington Bethel). 
vice-president; Aileen Drake (Utica, Sterling Hetghts), secretary· and Vera 
Philpot (Decker UMC), treasurer 

Highlights of the day Included the dedication by Supenntendent Ken Tousley 
and Global Concerns chair , Ruth Charlton, of over 400 quilts for the m1ss1on 
project, multiplied from 90 " seed quilts" distributed at last year's meeting. 
The speaker for the day was Dr. John Madar, newly ret~red supenntendent 
of Marysvtlle schools. His theme, " Children are People. " gave participants 
much food for thought. Phytlts LJebter 

WEST MICHIGAN LIFEWATCH SETS PRIORITIES 
United Methodist LIFEWATCH of West Mtchigan, a pro-life organization , 

met at the Lansing: Mt. Hope UMC on Oct. 20 Director of LIFEWATCH is 
the Rev. Michael Long, pastor of Rosebush and Geneva Hope UMCs. 

Long led discussion on strateg1es and pnorit1es, which include: 1) support 
to United Methodists with a pro-Ill~ oritmttltrrm, 2} tK/uCtltion abou' ShalfrNmg 
Ministries, which serves pregnant women tn cns1s. 3) prayer lor \he church 
regarding the issue of abortion. 

More information IS available from Mtchael Long, 3274 E. Weidman, Rose­
bush Ml 48878, (517} 433-2957; or Robert Gillett, 547 Waverly Ave. Grand 
Haven Ml 49417, (616) 842-7980. Jud1th Sat1sbury 

D.S. HOSTS UNIQUE BACKPACKING TRIP 
Last August one D.S. (Terry Euper, Saginaw Bay). a hospital chaplain and 

seven P.K.s (preachers· k1ds) embarked on a backpackmg trip as " a group 
of strangers.'' After four days of hiking and camp1ng along the Pictured Rocks 
Shoreline Trail on Lake Superior, " a warm sp1nt of fnendshtp·· had developed_ 

" Unique experiences of livmg 1n parsonages were openly shared, some 
humorous and some painful ,' " notes Euper "The mystique of the role o f dis­
trict superintendent melted away as P.K.s and D.S. talked openly about 
appointment systems and the anxtety and uncertamty of mov1ng to new chur· 
ches." 

Not only were new friendships formed but a new support group was cre-
ated. "The challenge of the trail helped unite us," Euper concluded Terry Euper 

"P.K.s got to really know other P.K.s; the D.S. gained many new insights regarding 
itinerant ministry through the eyes of parsonage families," says Terry Euper regar· 
ding a backpacking trip last summer. Participants were (1-r): Terry Euper. Lowell 
Gjerstad, Tim Milano. Lance Gjerstad, Beth Mllter, Jay Hanson. Andrea Paulson, Pam 
Cot by, and Doug Leffler. Another discovery according to Euper: " P.K.s discovered that 
o.S.s are human ... after four days on the trail without a shower, they smoll os bad 

as anyone else! " 
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Marquette Volunteers in Mission 
journey to South Carolina 

CATHERINE LABRON 
~"ll<trry. M,eh 

Last July 7, a work team of nme left 
M1ch1gan for a tnp to Charleston , S.C. to 
rebuild homes that had been destroyed by 
Hurncane Hugo on Sept 21 . 1989. 

The team cons1sted of two men and 
seven women Although we came from dif· 
fercl'lt places and d1fferent walks of life, we 
soon became one close kn1t fam1ly. 

The area we were to work in was 
Adenaw, a small community 17 miles north 
of Charleston. 

We worked through the d1saster relief 
cooro1nator Pat Goss. and Wylie Runey. 
proJeCt coordinatu•, who distributed the 
matenals that were stored in the depot 
which had been a United Methodist 
church camp before Humcane Hugo. 
There was nothtng left at the camp except 
a bnck hreplace at the end of the dimng 
hall. Other volunteer groups had roofed 1n 
the structure so all donated materials were 
stored there. 

THE TEAM WAS housed in an old 
schoolhouse that had been renovated by 
previous work teams. Our crew was well 
orgamzed by our foreman. Don Bodi. We 
started off each day With devotions that got 
us msp1red to do our very best. We sang 
our theme song. 'Is it I Lord,' and at 6 
a.m we were mernly on our way. 

Our hrst assignment was to Jack up a 
house where the floor had rotted. The 
house also needed tnm boards around the 
roof vents tn the att1c. new wtndows, and 
screens on wmdows and doors. There was 
enough work to keep us going for most of 
the week. The next ass1gnment was to fix 
o IPskm_o roof and make drv wall repalfs 

ol\ \ne \m;ide ol a home 'Nhere a 'Noma!\ 
was canng lor seven laster children. We 
fixed It , and 11 rained that n1ght When we 
came back the next morning she was smg­
mg and dancmg and huggmg us because 
it was dry m her house. She sang to us and 
11 brought tears to our eyes, that we really 

HOPE from page 1 

Ymgling sa1d it's easy to realize how 
stress bu1lds when you see how most of 
the country's blacks live especially the 
prison-like quarters of workers m the coun· 
try's gold and diamond mmes. "These 
workers are housed m hot, hut cub1cles 
wh1ch are surrounded with barbed and Clr· 

cled w~red walls. 

SPENDING AN afternoon at Krueger 
Nat1onat park m the north. Yingling said 
he had a lengthy conversation with a vaca­
tioning family from Cape Town. On h1s 
return home. they asked him to" 'please 
tell people we are united and want to be 
free and we're workmg hard at it. But It's 
a day-by-day process. 

" Tell America there 1s peace here and 
we·re going to have a country-a unified 
country,' " was the plea from other blacks 
and wh1tes. 

··The comm1tment IS made-blacks and 
wh1tes will live together m harmony," 
Yingling sa1d. 

He saw firsthand one example of this 
new harmony involvmg one of his host­
esses, Denise (a white Afrikaner) and her 
black ma1d Elizabeth. Demse, a hair styl· 
1st, takes two days off a week so she can 
work alongs1de Elizabeth, ··as an equal," 
Yingling sa1d, cleamng and gardening. 

" Most South Afncans realize that 
unless blacks and wh1tes get to know each 
other and work together, there won 't be 
a South Africa; there w111 be blood bath " 
he sa1d 

Reprmted w1th permiSSion from the Battle 
Creek Enqwer News, Nov 3, 1990 edition 
FIVe persons from the Detro1t Coni. were also 
on the trip. Steve Boom, St Timothy UMC; 
Greg Large, Sagmew; Kathy Stark, Flint; Tom 
Terploy, St. Timothy UMC. and Janet T11tmen, 
Ann Arbor. 

are. ''One 1n the Spint." 

WE FINISHED our work on Saturday 
then did some Sightseeing m Charleston 
We traveled home by way of Cape Hat· 
teras. After stops at Kitty Hawk and the 
mountams of V~rgm1a, we stayed overnight 
m a church in Lima, Oh10, sharing some 
U.P pasties with the pastQr. 

In summary. thiS was a great team and 
a great experience followmg Christ's foot· 
steps, by try1ng to help all those in need 

We thank the Marquette D1stnct for the1r 
sponsorship, prayers, and gifts and are 
jookmg forward to presenting our story in 
person to all who are mterested. If you 
w1sh a presentatiOn contact any team 
member: Catherine Labron, (906) 
293-8133; Don and Billie Bodi, (906) 
293-5742; Paula Morgan, (906) 293-3996; 
Audrey Radloff. (906) 387·29n; Mary 
Johnson. (906) 942·7353; Clyde Bartlett, 
(906) 474-9264; Joyce Darling, (517) 
845-3309; or Sally Dugas, (313) 391·2120. 

This team of Volunteers in Mission left their homes In the Marquette District and went 
to South Carolina to help rebuild homes destroyed by Hurricane Hugo. L-r: Mary 
Johnson, Joyce Darling, Paula Morgan, Clyde Bartlett, Audrey Radloff, Don Bod!, Sal· 
ly Dugas, Katie Labron and Billie Jean Bod!. 

District Dialogue 
-Erik Alsgaard 
MCA Correspondent 

Flint District 

W
ith n churches on 60 
charges. and 68 pastors in 
the dtstflct, tflfJ Flint District 
ol tne Oe\!Oit Annual Conle!· 

ence 1s a microcosm of the world, 
according to its d1stnct supenntendent, 
the Rev. Doug Mercer. From several co· 
operative panshes and many rural 
churches, to the urban settmg and 
inner-city mmistry, the Flint District em­
braces a large cross section of the 
people of God. 

a. Let's talk about the neat minis­
tries that are going on In the district. 

A. I'd like to begm by talking about 
the effectiveness of our youth program· 
mmg as a distnct. Our project director 
for Chnstian Education and Youth, 
Jackie Euper, provides the youth in the 
district w1th some high quality pro­
grams. Along With the youth council, 
Jackie has put together what is called 
a "U-n1ght" at U of M-Fiint. About 400 
youth and 100 adults, on two separate 
occas1ons, get together m a lock-in 
type setting for devotional time and re'C· 
reation. Money raised from admission 
goes to help various scholarships, such 
as the Washington D.C. trip or 
"Chrysalis" youth walks. Jackie also 
prov1des valuable traming for youth 
counselors. and even serves as a con· 
sultant to local churches. 

Another area to highlight, Erik, is the 
activity of our District Board of M1s· 
sions. This rs a large board, with sev­
eral sub-comm1ttees. that works hard 
all year round. We currently have 23 
loans outstanding to help local chur· 
ches with buildmg Improvements of 
many kinds. One of the most frequent 
Improvements we see is the addition or 
remodeling to allow for handicap 
accessibility. Durand UMC and Flint: 
Asbury UMC have recently made major 
improvements to their buildings for this 
reason. And the board also gives out 
about $4,000 m grants each year, to so 
called "churches of the year" 

a. Churches outnumber charges. 
Are there several multiple point 
charges in the district? 

A. The Flint District has 33 churches 
on multiple point charges. And we have 
several co-operative parish ministnes 
organized to one degree or another. 
Three co-ops are officially organized 

The first is the Caring Covenant 

Community, made up of Davison, Bed· 
ford Center, West Forest in Otisville 01· 
terlake, Richfield, Oregon, Elba, Colum· 
biav1\\e and West Oeertield. lhis is a 
large co-op, with seven pastors that 

has been run­
ning for some 
time. In fact, 
this might be 
the pioneer co· 
op in the 
Conference. 

Next, is the 
South Central 
Group Ministry. 
The churches 

• 
· - in this co-

- - .J operative are 
Lake Fenton, linden and Argentine, 
South Mundy, and Halsey. This co-op 
is served by three pastors, and has a 
long and solid history. 

Then comes the Seven Churches 
United Group Ministry. Durand, Gaines, 
Byron, Vernon and Bancroft, Lennon 
and Duffield are the churches that 
make up this co-op,and they have five 
pastors working here. 

Two other co-operatives are going on 
but they are not officially organized and 
recognized by the conference. These 
two, one north of Flint, and the other 
south, are more urban in their ministry 
setting. 

a. People who think of Flint might 
think of the city from the movie 
"Roger and Me." Are the problems 
mentioned in that movie the prob­
lems that exist today? 

A. Unemployment and the social ills 
that often go hand in hand with it are 
still visible in the Flint area. But we've 
also seen, I think, an upsurge in rac· 
ism, and our "gang culture" is on the 
increase. But the Flint District is more 
than just the city of Flint; the district 
deals w1th a microcosm of the world . 
We have our rural parishes, some of 
which I mentioned m the co-ops. We 
have suburban churches, some of 
which are growing at fantastic rates 
and have problems associated with 
that. 

a. What Is the church doing about 
some of these challenges? 

A. Well, several things, but let me 
highlight three. The Dart Oak Park 
Neighborhood House, under the direc· 

tion of Bob Boyler, offers substance 
abuse programs, computer training, 
emergency relief, and many other use­
ful programs to help persons. The 
Court Street Village is a ministry of the 
Court Street church that provides hous· 
ing for persons with limited income. 
And we're developing our Hispanic min­
istry, too. With the leadership of the 
Rev. Estevan Davila, 33 persons on 
average are worshipping on Sunday 
afternoons in the Oak Park church in 
north Flint. We have hopes that one 
day this congregation will have their 
own building. 

a. Any other challenges you see? 
A . From my point of view, we need 

money for growing churches to help 
them deal with expansion of ministry. I 
am also very concerned about the 
weakness I see in many church school 
programs. It's not unusual to see a 400 
member church with only 70 people in 
church school Sunday morning. And 
we need to deal with the missing gen· 
erations not in our churches. Some of 
our congregations are ministering to 
the " baby boomer" generation quite 
well, while other are lacking. 

a. One final question: How does 
Doug Mercer keep spiritually alive? 

A. Erik, I have fun on the job. When 
I go to church conferences, sure it 
takes energy, but I always get energy 
back in return. I delight to see an atti· 
tude in local churches that they can do 
ministry. One thing about being D.S. is 
that I get to worship with my family on 
Sunday mornings; I find this basic. I 
need this. 

I enjoy music. I enjoy reading, 
although that seems to get squeezed 
out now and then. I just enjoy what I'm 
doing. 

a. You sound very positive about 
your job and your district. 

A. I feel positive about the Flint Dis· 
trict on several fronts. Our numbers ap­
pear to be up-and here, I'm talking 
about attendance, giving, and participa­
tion . We have some outstanding lay 
involvement in this district. And the 
clergy in his district are just a wonder­
ful set of people. Their morale, commit· 
ment, and energy seem to be at a high 
point. This district is blessed with very 
able clergy, and I, for one, really appre­
ciate that. 
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NATION & WORLD 

AIDS task force encourages 
anti-discrimination policies 

Christmas Celebration for 
People Who Care About People With AIDS m) Celebration of Holy Eucharist 

~ With Healing Service GARLINOA BURTON 
Unlled Molhodosl News Service 

NASHVILLE - Churchwide United 
Methodist agencies were challenged Sept. 
15 by action of the panel coordinating the 
denomination's AIDS-related ministries to 
adopt personnel policies to protect rights 
of persons with AIDS and who test 
HIV-positive. 

In a separate action, the Interagency 
Task Force on AIDS Ministries recom­
mended that two provisions of United 
Methodist law be amended to prevent 
discrimination. 

A PRESENTATION on her work lobby­
ing the U.S. Congress in favor of the Amer­
icans with Disabilities Act was made by 
task force member Jane Hull Harvey of the 
Board of Church and Society. 

She encouraged her colleagues to en­
sure that rights of persons employed by 
United Methodist church wide, regional 
and local agencies and institutions are 
protected, should those persons test HIV­
positive or contract AIDS or related 
illnesses. 

Specifically, she and other task force 
members agreed to forward suggested 
guidelines to agencies: 

' requiring "strict medical confidential­
ity" for employees with HIV infection, and 
prohibiting use of HIV status as a deter­
mining factor in hiring or continuing 
employment; 

'enacting personnel policies complying 
with provisions of the Americans with Dis­
abilities Act; 

'discouraging HIV-related policy or ben­
efits protection that distinguishes between 

AFRICA 
wake of the Sharpeville massacre, where 
69 persons were shot by police during 
demonstrations against the country's pass 
laws. 

McCloud said most of the 230 delegates 
representing 80 South African churches 
seemed to leave the conference in what 
he called a "very optimistic mood." But he 
noted that many delegates were appar­
ently not aware of last-minute criticisms 
leveled by delegates from the white estab­
lishment Dutch Reformed Church. 

Before the final draft of the conference's 
formal declaration on apartheid was 
issued, Dutch Reformed Church delegates 
released their own statement, saying that 
denomination disassociated itself from 
some parts of the declaration. They noted 
that they were not authorized to go beyond 
the limits of the church's "Church and 
Society 1990" document on apartheid ap­
proved at the denomination's synod held 
in October. 

The conference declaration, called "The 
Rustenburg Declaration," says, "Some of 
us are not in full accord with everything 
said in this conference, but on this we are 
all agreed, namely, the unequivocal rejec­
tion of apartheid as a sin." 

IN ITS EARLY formulations, the decla­
ration made strong statements in a variety 
of areas that the Dutch Reformed dele­
gates found objectionable, such as the 
linking of military conscription to the vio­
lence of apartheid and the call for a one­
person, one-vote form of government 
representation. 

Some of those sections were watered 
down or eliminated in the final draft , but 
the Dutch Reformed delegates said the 
declaration treated some issues ''very one­
sidedly." 

On the second day of the five-day gath­
ering Afrikaner theologian Willie D. Jonker 
of Stellenbosch Unive rsity shocked 230 
delegates from 80 churches by giving a 
speech in which he asked black church 
leaders to forgive him and other Dutch 
Reformed Church communicants for their 
historic support of apartheid. 

Equally as shocking, perhaps, was the 
acknowledgment the following day by the 

clergy and laypersons. 
Cathie Lyons, New York, head of the 

United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries' Health and Welfare Ministries 
unit, said that, while some church agen­
cies have enacted anti-discrimination pol­
icies regarding persons with AIDS, HIV­
infected persons in many cases are not 
protected. 

TASK FORCE members also voted 
unanimously to recommend an addition to 
the Book of Discipline, paragraph 815, 
which would prohibit church agency 
employers from discriminating against per­
sons with AIDS and persons tested HIV­
positive. Such prohibitions regarding race, 
gender, age or handicapping conditions 
currently exist. 

Members also approved a recommen­
dation to amend Discipline paragraph 
906.12, which prohibits church funding to 
"any gay caucus or group, or .. to pro­
mote the acceptance of homosexuality." 
The task force suggested that language be 
added to exempt AIDS-related ministries 
from the funding restriction . 

In other action, the task force: 
'forwarded a request to the denomina­

tion's Board of Discipleship for worship 
resources for use by pastors in ministry 
with persons with AIDS and their families: 

'agreed to request funding for a pilot 
project of computer-based, interagency 
coordination of services for persons with 
AIDS; 

'affirmed the idea of a pilot program at 
a United Methodist-related seminary to 
train pastors specifically in the area of 
AIDS-related outreach. 0 

from page 1 

moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
the Rev. Pieter Potgieter, that the confes­
sion of Prof. Jonker was not simply the 
confession of a single person but the offi­
cial position of the church, as set forth in 
the " Church and Society 1990" paper. 

Of Prof. Jonker's confession, McCloud 
said , " I think it was accepted (by dele­
gates) as being sincere on his part." 
Jonker's action, and the follow-up state­
ment by Potgieter, were "very painful and 
difficult for them," McCloud observed. 

He said Afrikaner theologians are in a 
particularly difficult position because, in 
declaring apartheid sinful, they are taking 
a position contrary to that taken by 
Afrikaner theologians of the past, who 
sought to provide a biblical base for the 
apartheid system. [' 

Thursday, December 13, 7:30 
Christ Church (Episcopal) 

East Jefferson at 1-75 in Down-town Detroit 

Celebrant: The Rt. Rev. R. Stewart Wood 
Preacher: Bishop Judith Craig 

Gala Recept1on to follow 
You are invited to bring a present to be taken to a hospitalized person W1th AIDS 

For intormat1on call (313) 864-6070 

Gift suggestions: sweaters. sweatsuots. bathrobes. sloppers underwear scarves 
gloves. wallets. personal hyg1ene kols. bus uckets (0 0 T ). gill cert1focates; mov1e 
or theatre 11ckets, toys. food baskets. (Remember 90 percent of persons wrth AIDS 
are adult males. med1um and small s1zes suggested ) 

GCOM meeting abroad to symbolize 
global nature of the Church 
DENISE HAWKINS 
United Method1s1 News ServiCe 

FORT WORTH, Texas - United 
Methodism's ch1ef coordinating council 
voted overwhelmmgly Oct. 28 to "demon­
strate the global nature of the church" by 
visiting the denomination's conferences in 
Europe, Africa and the Philippines next 
April and then holding its spring meeting 
in Switzerland. 

The 133-member General Council on 
Ministries (GCOM) approved a proposal 
recommending the trip by a vote of 66-30 
during its meeting here Oct. 26-30. 

Council members are expected to v1s1t 
at least seven a<:lmims\fatwe ctlufch 
reg1ons throughout Europe and live m 
Africa and the Philippines 

After visits April 17-21, 1991, with local 
congregations, church and commun1ty 
leaders, GCOM members will gather at a 
Methodist-owned hotel in Switzerland Apnl 
22-25. 

The goal of the trip is to equ1p council 
members "with a perspective that Will 
shape a vision for global ministry m all 
places and all structures of the United 
Methodist Church," accordmg to an e1ght· 
page report from the council's D1v1sion of 
Research Planning and Futuring. The 
report was presented by the Rev. Sharon 
Zimmerman Rader, Grand Rap1ds, Mich . 
and the Rev. Willard R. Stevens. Phoenix. 
Ariz. 

THROUGHOUT SOMETIMES Impas­
sioned four-hour debate here on the tnp, 
issues of stewardship and social JUStice 
surfaced, with one of the most vocal 
responses coming from the council's 

Native American Concerns Comm1Hee, 
headed by Becky Thompson. Tulsa, Okla. 

On the eve of the vote, Thompson told 
Umted Methodist News Serv1ce that the 
commiHee had dec1ded to oppose the 
European meeting because of "ideologi­
cal and justice issues." Po1nt1ng out that 
"the meeting is bemg proposed because 
it would be a global experience for the 
church," she added, "global should also 
1nclude the perspect1ve of mdigenous peo­
ple." 

In an address on what it means to be 
a global church, GCOM Pres1dent B1shop 
Felton E May of Washington. DC. con­

tended ttl at one aspe<:~. 01 ttle ct\urct\'s <;}'~ 
bal understanding should mc\ude 11\S1\1!\9 

places and meeting people who are "hurt­
ing and suffenng locally" in th1s nation. 

Thompson also said that "for some 
members of the council:· the tnp to Europe 
would "be a gomg home. a recla1mmg of 
the1r North Amencan roots." The exact 
opposite would hold true for Nat1ve Amer­
icans, she said 

From an histoncal perspective, Thomp­
son noted the tnp rem~nds us of our 
oppress1on at the hands of European set­
tlers. The council approved a motion from 
Thompson call ing for a Native Amencan 
emphas1s at its Dec. 2-6, 1991 meet~ng 
with the denomination's General Council 
on Finance and Admimstration 1n Ch1cago. 

COUNCIL MEMBER Sharon Ada1r, Dal· 
las, Texas. sa1d she is reluctant to mform 
her annual conference about the deciSIOn 
to v1s1t the Central Conferences and 1s ·at 
a loss on how to convince them the tnp is 
liHie more than a junket ' 

B1shop May sa1d he wants those who 
are concerned about whether the GCOM 
1s being a good steward to know that "the 
council is exerc1s1ng prudent financ1al 
management and 1s operating within 1ts 
quadrenmal budget." 

Based on a prehm1nary budget. the tnp 
will cost about $1.640 a person based on 
125 part1c1pants from the 133-member 
council. II held in the United States m 1991 , 
the spnng meeting would cost about $875 
for each member The council usually 
meets m Dayton, Oh10, where it has 
headquarters. 

Both Stevens and Rader said that the 
historical changes in Eastern Europe-the 
destruction of the Berlin Wall and the polit· 
ical and religious implicauons of that move. 
"provided compelling reasons for us to 
travel to Europe .. ' 

FOUNDATION STONE FOR NEW CATHEDRAL IN RED SQUARE 
MOSCOW - Russian Orthodox priests tine up Nov. 4 on Red Square In front of a giant 
Revolution Day board showing atheist communist Soviet state founder Lenin. They 
gathered for the blessing of the foundation stone of Kazan Cathedral, destroyed by 
the communists in 1936, which Is being rebuilt at the edge of the square.-ms 

At the close of the counc1l meeting, 101 
of the 133 council membe1s had already 
agreed in writing to partic1pate 1n the Cen­
tral Conference vis1ts. accordmg to GCOM 
top executive C. David Lundqu1st . More 
responses are expected. 

LundQUISt sa1d he is pleased with the 
way the counc1l dealt With this issue. " The 
council operated well expressed sharp 
op1n1ons, but with no acnmony.•· 

photo/Reuters 
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From the editor 

We've been framed! 

Yes, friends, we've been 
framed .. by our United 
Methodist bishops! At least 
that 's my conclusion at the 

end of my mommg reading of the 
many reports about the recent 
Gathenng in Ft. Worth and an 
essay in the Christian Science 
Momtor. 

Let me hasten to describe what I 
mean by " framed." as talked about 
in the aforementioned article by 
Christopher Andreae. In "Picture 
the Frame" (Momtor Oct. 29. p.l6) 
Andreae explains how throughout 
history frames " have frequently 
been treated as persuasive packag­
mg. " At times. he says. the frames. 
so splendid in themselves. have 
· ·made the painting more or less 
unnecessary.· · In more recent 
times, however, modem artists 
have opted for almost a "no-edge. 
no-frame" approach to their 
expression. In any case. says An­
dreae, the frame defines the picture 
from the surrounding background 
and delineates the image without 
upstaging it. 

Within that context. I am thank­
ful that our bishops have now fram­
ed us in these last years of the 20th 
century. For in their newly an­
nounced initiative-Vital Congre­
gations/Faithful Disciples- our 
~Jscopal leaders begin to focus the 

d:enomma.uon on a.n \mo.c;;e \ne't 
deem \o be cen\ral-the \oca\ con­
gregation. Their letter. read from 
many of the pulpits around the state 
and the world this past Sunday, 
states: "Here [the local congrega­
tion] the gospel is preached and 
taught; here the sacraments are 
celebrated; here the offerings of the 
people are given and received; 
here discipleship finds its source 
and its direction. " The portrait 
the b1shops lift before us is that ol 
a " blessed connection of vital con­
gregations that seek to respond in 
unique and indiVldual ways to the 
command of our Lord to teach. to 
baphze, and to make disciples. " 

Andreae closes his essay on 
frames with the declaration: "Good 
paintings are too self-sufficient to 
be dolled up in fashionable frames 
like dowagers in florid hats and 
pretentious pearls." Understanding 
the beauty in that principle. the 
b1shops have chosen to set apart 
th1s central image of the local 
church in a way that opts lor sim­
plicity. They are taking a minimal. 
"no-frame" approach which: l ) 
does not impose a heavy program 
load from above (·'What we offer is 
not .. a grand master plan."); and 

2) expects and trusts the local con­
gregation. once empowered. to 
march off the canvas as it were to 
express their discipleship 
(" .• scattered for ministry in the 
world." ) This is not a frame that 
restricts or confines. It encourages 
local creativity and provides incen­
tive for neighborhood outreach. 

The bishops have taken an 
important step in lifting as central 
this image of the vital local congre­
gation. We've too long taken lor 
granted, I think. the basic whole­
ness and health ol our local congre­
gations. A real reorientation .=~four 
assumptions and reallocation of 
our resources is needed. If. first, the 
bishops take themselves seriously. 
this action will begin to reorder the 
investment of energy. time. person­
nel and money at all levels ol the 
Church. The bishops are calling 
this an · 'inibative.'' Whatever else 
that means in our United Method­
ist "connectionalese," unless it 
means "priority," it will likely not 
move anything or anybody from 
business as usual. 

To persons who find the bishop's 
initiative to be abstract, I recom­
mend the reading of two things. 
First, some of the word pictures 
pam ted by our bishops to be found 
in Wayne Reece's summary on 
page 8 of this paper. Their anec­
do\- and 1!\0t\e!l ne\p make CO'!\• 

crete both the problems to be ad­
dressed and the hoped for fruits of 
the initiative. Just a sample quote 
from Bishop Calvin McConnell (and 
read it carefully because your eyes, 
like mine, will try to trick you): ·'We 
must think more about how to be a 
kindom as well as a kingdom." 

Second, beginning in this issue, 
watch page 16 of each Advocate. 
As a way of illustrating the "Vital 
Congregation/Faithful Disciples" 
initiative. we will be presenting 
portraits of Michigan churches of all 
sizes. The " Church of the Week" 
feature will offer success stories 
(that's "success" defined in gospel 
not corporate America terms, folks) 
from congregations selected by the 
district superintendents. We hope 
that these examples will offer not 
only inspiration but some practical 
help as well. 

Yes, we 've been framed. The im­
age of the vital local congregation 
1s on an easel before us and it's 
now up to you and me and the rest 
of our United Methodist brothers 
and sisters to make the new com­
mitments that will bring that image 
to life. Get the picture? I 

-Kay Lukins~ 

Spiritual power flows forth 
from Ft. Worth Gathering 
DOUGLAS VERNON 
MCA Corresponaen t 

1990 IS mid·pomt tn what I hope and 
pray by God's grace may be a 40 year 
JOUrney m m1ntstry. That is. I began 10 

1970, and hope to retire tn 2010. So when 
news of The Gathenng came last wmter, 
it seemed hke an appropnate opportun1ty 
to pause ond cons1der whence the church 
and I have wandered 1n these 20 years, 
as well as where we 're hl3aded tn the two 
decades to come. What I saw, heard and 

expenenced 1n Fort Worth encourages 
hope and belief that better days are ahead 
lor this church I love. 

From the begtnntng, it was clear that the 
pastoral letter. and the 160-page founda­
tion document expanding on 11, were 
thoughtfully and prayerfully wrought This 
1s no "qu1ck fix' ' program for the depress­
ed clergy and declining churches. Rather. 
11 is properly and powerfully grounded 1n 
Scripture and around the essential ale­
See POWER, page 9 
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LETTERS 
to the editor 

e PREACHERS' TRUE AIM 
I write to decry Harry T. Cook's concept 

of "prophetic preaching" as he detailed 
10 his column on Oct. 29. I vigorously op­
pose the use of the pulpit for a private edi­
torial vehicle to moralize about sundry 
political 1ssues. Like Harry, I have some 
reservations about U.S. involvement in the 
Persian Gull and our government's han­
dling of the S&L crisis. But I do not feel 
confident that making myself known on 
these issues is the same as Christian 
preaching. 

The primary task of preaching is to an­
nounce God's Word, to speak of what God 
has done and is doing, not what politicians 
are doing. Mr. Cook's philosophy runs the 
risk of using the biblical text as a pretext 
for his personal opinions. Too many ser­
mons attempt to mimic the journalistic 
concept of the editorial. A sermon's aim 
is to foster new life and not new legisla­
tion. If preaching is merely editorializing 
on the issues of the day why should the 
Church bother reduplicating the efforts of 
so many fine newspapers today? The 
media are already doing a line job of "cry­
ing aloud at the fiscal sins of the savings­
and-loan bailout and demanding justice." 
The Gospel people need not usurp th1s 
role. 

Doesn't the church have anything else 
to say? Do not we have a Gospel message 
that gets to the root of all modern issues? 
Is not offering a right relationship with God 
a truly prophetic message that no one else 
is announcing? Mr. Cook, why should I go 
to hear you when I can read the same 
things in a good liberal newspaper? I sus­
pect that growing numbers of United 
Methodists in the last 20 years are 
answering that question by staying home 
on Sunday morning to do just that with a 
cup of coffee. 

- Tom Anderson 
Durand UMC 

• NEW WORLD ORDER 
Two major crises in the Middle East, 

one began by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, 
the other by Israel's domination of the Pal­
estinians, need to be solved by the United 
Nations and not by actions dominated by 
the United States. Saddam Hussein must 
be stopped. The Palestinians must have 
sovereign identity. Both crises involve 
Arab peoples whose loyalties run deep 
through out many Middle East countries 
none of whom, by and large, trust U.S. 
motives. 

Accordingly, we ask: 

1) that the economic embargo of Iraq 
and occupied Kuwait be given time to be 
effective, and that it be run and monitored 
by the United Nations; 

2) that Iraq end its military occupation 
of Kuwait; 

3) that the United Nations establish a 
pan-Arab or international judicial hear­
ing to resolve the bi-lateral disputes bet­
ween Iraq and Kuwait, and between Israel 
and the Palestinians; 

4) that the United Nations insist, under 
threat of economic blockade, that all hos­
tages held by all Middle East nations be 
released, once and for all; 

5) that the United Nations create a pro­
cess of international and mutual verifica­
tion, establishing neutral zones between 
belligerents, manned by United Nations 
multi-national peace-keeping forces; 

6) and, finally, that the U.S. pay in full 
the more than 112 billion dollars now owed 
in arrears to the United Nations. 

Your leadership and the support of all 
public and elected officials and private cit­
izens toward these objectives we ear­
nestly seek. Diplomacy, negotiations, and 
United Nation peace-keeping neutral 
zones are, we believe, the only viable op­
tions. Neither war between the U.S. and 
Iraq nor continued hostilities between 
Israel and the Palestinians are viable op­
tions. Modern war is undeniably obsolete 
and self-destructive of the entire world. 
The new world order calls for true world 
order to prevail over international 
disputes. 

Frederick Linsell, Chair 
Swords into Plowshares Peace Center 

Grand Traverse District 

e STRONG STAND NEEDED 
Today's Detroit Free Press has a story 

on the Roman Catholic bishops who have 
written a letter to President Bush warning 
him of the immorality of an immediate at­
tack on Iraq. I should like to see our United 
Methodist bishops also take leadership 
with other Christians to prevent war that 
would probably pitch us into World War Ill. 

They have already told us in a very con­
vincing matter in the letter, " In Defense 
of Creation," that nuclear war is immoral. 
I hope they will follow through now to take 
a strong stand against any military offense 
in the Mid-East. 

- Betty Ligon 
Pentwater, Mich. 

See story on page 1, "United Methodists 
send letter " 

m~ 
LEADING THE WAY 

The Oct. 31-Nov. 4 International conference on ways to put new life and members 
back Into United Methodist congregations was the brainchild of the more than 100 
United Methodist bishops worldwide, and staff and directors of the denomination's 
General Board of Discipleship. Leading the 3,500 " Gathering" participants In wor­
ship Nov. 1, were (1-r): Bishop George W. Bashore, Mars, Pa.; the Rev. Ezra Earl Jones, 
Nashville, Tenn., Discipleship chief executive; Bishop Susan M. Morrison, Valley Forge, 
Pa.; Bishop Woodle W. White, Springfield, Ill.; Esther Cho, Denver, Discipleship direc­
tor; and Bishop Leroy C. Hodapp, lndianapolls.-umns photo/John Goodwin, Bd. of Global 
Mrnismes 
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ISSUES & INSIGHTS 

Dateline: Babylon 
-Harry T. Cook 
Rector, St. Andrew's Episcopal Church. Clawson 

M 
y own Episcopal Church is 
within a month of beginning 
what it is calling " The Decade 
of Evangelism," the goal of 

which, as I understand it , is to increase 
the number of believers and, specifi­
cally, the churched. Who could argue 
with such goals? There is front-office 
anxiety to regain the one million or 
more Episcopalians who have made 
our minority denomina\ion even smaller 
than it was two decades ago. And, of 
course, there is the greater challenge 
of winning the heretofore unwon to 
Jesus. Again, who among us can quar­
rel with that? 

Why am I asking you? 
I am asking you, dear United Meth­

odists, because you are better at this 
evangelism thing than your Anglican 
brothers and sisters, and becaus~ you 
are likely to have a church in every vil­
lage, at every major rural crossroads as 
well as in the cities. 

YOU, WHO CAME to this country 
originally as a small band of disciples 
of one of the greatest all-time Angli­
cans, Jghn Wesley, have outstripped 
your older Anglican cousins almost ten 
to one, lo these 200-odd years later. 
That proportion does not seem likely to 
change anytime soon. 

Amos 5:18ff, which mcludes the epoch­
making line: "Let justice roll down like 
waters, and righteousness like an 
everflowing stream." That ringing decla­
ration is as close to the epicenter of 
the Hebrew Testament's prophetic con­
science as anything. 

One could scarcely preach from that 
text and its larger context and not be in 
touch with almost any current issue 
one can think of. 

I realize that Methodism has lost 
some ground in the past quarter of a 
century, but not so much proportion­
ately or in whole numbers as the Epis­
copal Church. My instinct tells me that 
it is because of the scripture-centered 
nature of your ethos. 

My church will probably fail to do 
what it is setting forth to do in this 
Decade of Evangelism because it has 
to too great an extent departed from 
that essential Wesleyan Bible­
centeredness in its preaching and gen­
eral life. That will leave the nuts-and­
bolts evangelism to you, once again, as 
the Church of England left it- by 
default-to the Wesleys so long ago. 

So hold fast to that which is good­
a li 66 books of it. 

What is it that you have done with 
your original Anglican heritage that 
makes your church more attractive than 
our own? You should figure it out. 

Keep the bums, toss the system 
Having graduated from a Methodist 

seminary, I can tell you one of your 
strong points: " Bible-centeredness with­
out the narrow Puritanism of sola scrip­
lura. One may not have studied 
Hebrew and Greek at Garrett Biblical 
Institute {its former name which I've 
always preferred), but one did not walk 
off the commencement stage with an 
M.Div. {B.D. in those days) without a 
thorough academic grounding in Old 
and New Testament. 

Garrett had a great faculty in the late 
50s and early 60s, but the solid core of 
scripture scholars was awesome: 
Charles Kraft , Ernest Saunders, Albert 
Sundberg, Charles Kesler, Ed Blair, 
Helmer Ringgren. The Bible faculty out­
numbered the theology faculty 2 to 1. 

After more than a quarter of century 
of ministry in a variety of settings, I can 
safely say that lay people hunger and 
thirst for sound biblical preaching. After 
three years with Saunders, Blair, Kraft 
and Co., and two homiletics courses 
with George Arthur Buttrick, one could 
hardly blame me for having become a 
Bible-centered preacher. What chance 
did I have to be anything else? 

The point is that I fear preachers in 
general of whatever tradition are opting 
for the anecdotal, pop-psychology-laced 
kind of sermon following the lead of the 
talk-show hosts and stand-up comedi­
ans. During my tenure as religion editor 
of the Detroit Free Press I visited many 
different churches over the years to 
sample the sermonic and liturgical fare. 
It was not often that I heard a good, 
sound biblically-centered sermon- save 
in the black churches in inner ci ty 
Detroit. 

CLERGY OF MY own church are 
notoriously guilty on this score. And by 
this, I don't mean that preachers 
should avoid preaching to the issues of 
the day. But the way to do that is from 
the strength of pertinent exeges1s of 
the relevant scripture. 

On a recent Sunday, the Old Testa­
ment lesson in our lectionary was 

Catehthe~t 
CTHEUNITEDMETHO~CHURCH 

MARCIA lYNN WHICKER 
Vrrgrnra Commonwealth Un rv 

Consider the American Civil War: the 
nature of warfare changed forever. The 
firepower of armies exceeded the known 
tactics for combat. Generals still lined up 
troops and forced them to march headlong 
into barrages of rifle and cannon fire. 
When those men died, more were thrown 
into the same battle, m the same fashion. 
to the same brutal and ugly end. 

Now consider: the fate of the modern 
politician is l ike that of the Civil War sol­
dier. The politics and prol;llems confront­
ing our government have changed irre­
versibly. Yet we continue to send waves 
of politicians to their political deaths, kill­
ed by barrages of negative attack ads. 

Then we excoriate them if they try to 
dodge these bullets . ignoring that the pol­
itician who does not want to be re-elected 
is far more dangerous. We hold out con­
flicting goals for them and denounce them 
when they fail-" never raise taxes but 
spend freely for programs that benefit me" 
comes to mind. 

BUT AS WITH the Civil War soldier, the 
reason so few modern politicians perform 
laudably has little to do with courage. Our 
political system has not kept pace with the 
times. The system of representative gov­
ernment was des1gned for a horseback 
era when elected politicians could vote on 
a limited number of issues, knowing they 
could communicate the logic for their deci­
sions at length later in newspapers or in 
person. 

Today's politicians must confront vot­
ers, who have an MTV attention span in 
30-second blips. The politician must beg 
for campaign money from interest groups 
who expect a sympathetic ear in return for 
dollars. Or the politician must be indepen­
dently wealthy. Just as heroic sold1ers who 
led the charge up the hill were the first to 
be blasted away, so are courageous poli­
ticians who tell truths we don' t want to 
hear. The system. not just politicians, 
must change. 

Augmented by recent budget wars on 
Capitol Hill , a foul anti-incumbent mood 
now hovers over the country, manifested 
1n a "toss the bums out" attitude. 

Will it decrease the mcidence of attack 
ads and negative campaignmg? Will it 
escalate the level of public debate on 

issues? Will it d1mimsh the reliance of pol­
Iticians on PACs and SIJeCial tnterest 
groUIJS tor campaign funds? Will it make 
the budget process more rational? Will it 
diminish the deadlock produced by div1d 
ed government? Not likely-any more 
than sending a fresh wave of soldiers 
would change the firepower of the oppo­
nent or the strategic nature of warfare to 
win. 

IF ATTACK ADS are a problem, putting 
new people up to be attacked every 12 
years won't change the nature of cam-

"Just as heroic soldiers who 
led the charge up the hill were 
the first to be blasted away, so 
are courageous politicians who 
tell truths we don't want to hear. 
The system. not just politicians, 
must change." 

paigning. If begg1ng for money from PACs 
is distorting the political process, forcmg 
new people to beg will not sever the inter­
est g roup linkage or limit their power If 
divided government-a luxury perhaps 
more su1ted for a slower time-1s the prob­
lem, perhaps we should cons1der ways to 
consolidate execut1ve and legislative pow­
ers to reduce deadlock. 

We were once a nat1on of craft masters. 
builders, innovators, and engmeers. We 
knew that to fix a problem. we had to ana· 
lyze it and understand it. We have become 
a nation of lawyers, entertainers, com­
mentators, and headline grabbers. more 
eager to place a label on a complex prob­
lem than get at 1ts root cause 

If we think the problem of our current 
political malaise IS that most poh!lc1ans are 
"bums," we are graspmg for scapegoats. 
A few are. but most aren't. They are just 
people too. There was a Keating F1ve. not 
a Keating 535. 

We can't pay members of Congress 
and the Senate less than $100.000 to 
manage a government of more than $1.3 
trillion while their corporate counterparts 
are paid millions to manage a few bil­
lion-then blame them for ytanting elected 
office for the power it prov1des. Surely, 
they don't want 11 for the money 

MARCH TO SAVE 
THE TREES 

WASHINGTON - Daniel, 
Christy and Janice Norton 
from Endwell, N.Y., march in 
front of the Capitol during 
the " Save America's Forest" · 
rally here Sept. 16. The rally 
was held to urge Congress to 
stop clearcutting of national 
forests and to end all logging 
of "ancient" forests.-ms 
photo/Reuters 

Every generation blames its leaders tor 
1ts own ta1hngs Even cne m1gflry cr.un;r.,rr 
was tossed out at the IJO\\s Perha\)s wha\ 
we really don't face 1s that our current pol­
ItiCians-in their unw,lhngness to deal with 
1ssues. contradictions. and trade-oils­
Simply reflect most voters mentality. 

Th1s defense of politiCians IS not an apo­
logia for mcumbents. Rather 11 recogmzes 
the almost Impossible system in which 
they operate--m wh1ch courageous acts 
are unrewarded or even worse. wasted 
and meamngless 

WE HAVE TWO opuons: We can 
change the system to reduce roadblocks 
to rationality. or we can send 1n fresh 
waves of polit1c1ans to be felled by the 
same limits and irrational expectations. 

The first cho1ce reqUires an engineer­
mg instinct and debate and action on pub­
lic fmancmg for campaigns and monitor­
ing campa1gn tactics by hnkmg spendmg 
to tax increases and even constitutional 
change to reduce presidential/congres­
Sional deadlock. The second cho1ce is like 
blood and guts entertainment. 

Here's hop1ng the engmeering instincts 
that fash1oned th1s government haven't 
fully capitulated to our need to be 
entertamed 

The bas1c problem IS not the character 
of poht1c1ans. It's an outdated political sys­
tem that undermmes discuss1on of pohc1es 
and 1gnores trade-offs Until we fix 11, the 
problem won't go away 

Reprinted with permissiOn of the author 
and The Chnst1an Sc1ence Momtor. Nov. 6. 
7990 edttion, published by The Chnsttan Set 
ence Publishing Society 

DATES AND DEADLINES 
ISSUE DEADLINE 

December 10 
December 24 
January 7, 1991 
January 21 
February 4 
February 18 
March 4 
March 18 

No~ember 30 
December 13 
December 27 

January 10 
January 24 
February 7 

February 21 
March 7 

Digitized by the Michigan Conference Archives of the United Methodist Church



What 
People 
Pray For 
I. For Health or Healing 

2. For Guidance and Hdp 

3. For Family 

-+. To Give Thanks 

5. For World Peace 

S<•ml~ G.tllup Or!!-lllltallnn 

~ht'-1 Ameritan' say prayer t~ "vcr) 
unporlant" Ill them and believe that 
pr.~yc,.. an: answered. When ~ked whal 
they do to n<lun~h or strengthen the1r 
faith, more people mentioned prayer m 
a Gallup survey than anythmg else. 
~hen asked about what they pray for. 
the survc.:;. showed that the most 
common prayer IS for health or heal mg. 
In times of tllne:.:. and good health. thiS 

C· Rchgtou~ Facts 1990 

ts what people seem most concerned 
about m thctr sptntllallives. Guidance 
and help m making dec1sions in life is 
the second concern . Then family, 
gtvmg thank!.. and world peace. Eighty­
live percent of Americans take some 
moments of prayer. meditation. or 
contemplatton- a htgher figure than is 
found in many other nations. 

West WINDOW 
-Wayne G. Reece 
MCA Correspondent 

"The emperor's new clothes" 

' ' M orale, n., The state of 
the spirits of an indiv-
idual or group, as 
shown in willingness to 

perform assigned tasks. confidence, 
cheerfulness. and discipline.' 

Remember the old tale about the 
emperor who wanted some new 
clothes. but h1s ta1lors dtdn't have the 
nght cloth. So they pretended that they 
were makmg clothes out of mv1sible 
beautiful matenal. The emperor parad­
ed through the streets naked, with the 
on-lookers snickenng but saying noth­
Ing. Until a little boy shouted out what 
the truth was. 

In the story, the people made believe 
that somethtng was there that was not; 
in the West M1ch1gan Conference, 
some are making us believe that some­
thmg IS not there that 1s-namely, a 
morale problem among some of the 
clergy. 

NEEDLESS TO say. all of us have our 
days of discouragement, disappotnt· 
ments, and frustrations-what person 
or profession doesn't? But most fmd 
ways of sublimating. compensating. or 
just wak1ng up on another day with 
new resolve. However. these are not 
the ones whose life and profession are 
pervaded through and through w1th en­
nul or fear, with anger and heart­
aches- lor whom each day brings new 
questions and few answers. 

Th1s column lifts up the perceptions 
of over 25 persons who have reflected 
upon their own feelings or those of oth· 
ers to whom they have talked Maybe 
this 1sn't a sc1entihc survey. but let 's lis­
ten to some of the reasons for low 
morale given by those responding. 

They come 1n "all s1zes and shapes," 
both female and male, younger and 
older. pastors of large and small 
charges. They have an underlymg feel­
ing of fa1lure, upheaval, incomplete-

ness, competition, and isolation. It is 
easy to say that the majority don't feel 
that way, or "I don't feel that way," but 
that's like telling a family in counseling 
that as long as most of them are o.k., 
they can disregard the feelings of that 
pouting child. To say such to some 
pastors merely has made them feel off­
base and aberrant, thus only heighten­
ing their feelings of isolation and 
helplessness. 

ONE THING that came to the fore 
from most of the respondents is the 
loss of control. Cite: "We are encour­
aged to do everything that we can to 
enable others to find ways to take con­
trol over their lives, but it seems we 
have little control over our own. We 
don't have the power to determine in 
what church we will work, what city it's 
1n. what area of the city we will live in, 
where our kids will go to school, or 
when we will move. We are not able to 
determme the house that we live in. 
Once we are in that house, we don't 
have control over what repairs or 
replacements are made." Maybe this 
doesn't reflect the "faith of Abraham," 
but 11 does reflect the Incongruity bet­
ween itmerant clergy and the general 
SOCiety. 

Also, there has been a ma,or shift m 
the demands of pastoring skills over 
the last 40 years. This area was 
pomted up more by middle-age and 
older clergy, whose training prepared 
them for certain expectations, but 
whose churches now demand other 
k1nds. There are h1gh expectations of 
fund-ra1s1ng, need for higher wage sup­
port (at least for additional staff that are 
bemg requ~red due to the loss of volun­
teer reservoir). and the expanding num­
ber of adm1n1strative skills that semi­
nary doesn't teach 

When I was at the Un1ted Methodist 
Publishmg House, we were mterviewing 

November 26, 1990 • Michigan Christian Advocata 7 

MICHIGAN VOICES-the itineracy-
strengths and stress 

~ 
Jackie Holdsworth 
Pastor 
Allen Park UMC 

Terry Euper 
Superintendent 
Saginaw Bay Dist. 

Susan MacGregor 
Lay member 
Dimondale UMC 

I grew up tn the Method­
ist Church so I have a basic 
loyalty to the itineracy, with 
arguing rights. As part of a 
clergy couple the system 
sometimes says to me, "you 
are hard to deal with ... " 
though my husband and I 
are both committed to the 
appointment system. I often 
feel a loss of control over 
my vocational destiny, but 
that is basic to following the 
call of God. 

I believe that a strong 
point w1thin the appoint­
ment making process, as 
we now experience it, is the 
consultation that can take 
place. More than ever 
before our process allows 
for a good deal of input from 
pastors. pastors' families 
and local churches. This 
gives everyone involved a 
greater sense of ownership 
of the actual appointment. 

The itinerate system has 
several positive aspects 
from a small church per­
spective. When a pastor 
leaves you know you will 
receive another without set­
ting up a search committee, 
a lengthy and expensive 
process. Churches gener­
ally feel supported by the 
D.S. and cabinet, particu­
larly during mid-year 
changes. The evaluation 
process the cabinet does is 
good and needed. This ver­
ifies a pastor's qualifications 
and calling. Churches and 
pastors also have a built in 
arbitrator in the D.S. and 
either can ask for a change, 
hopefully keeping both par­
ties whole in the process. 
And the conference estab­
lishes like salary levels and 
provides a scale local chur­
ches can consult. 

On the other hand, as a 
woman I enjoy the system's 
guarantee of appointment 
which affords efficient 
deployment of pastors and 
allows us to be prophetic in 
the pulpit without worry of 
being out of a job. 

A stress point in the pro­
cess revolves around the 
trust level ... both of pastors 
and of local churches. I 
sense a general wariness 
as to whether we can trust 
the system. 

A second stress point is 
that of expectation. Pastors 
want to be appointed to per­
fect churches, and chur­
ches want perfect pastors. 
Unfortunately both are in 
short supply. Fortunately 
God is a God of grace, who 
uses us as we are, where 
we are. 

There are also concerns. 
You are not able to keep a 
pastor as long as you'd like 
because they are needed 
elsewhere. At times congre­
gations do not feel they 
have much say in whom 
they will receive. It Is my 
prayer that In making p·as­
toral appointments salary 
isn't the bottom line and 
God's word can be heard in 
the process. 

a prospective editor. I asked the super­
vising clinician, who was giving tests to 
determine skills and potential, what 
skills he was asked to look for. His 
answer was that the 24 areas he was 
looking lor implied 20 with administra­
tive skills, "and all they're sending me 
is a bunch of preachers." (I found that 
this statement implied the lack of 
administrative skills in most pastors.) 
Also, the list of some 15 skills on the 
"Appraisal of Pastor's Performance" 
done by the Pastor-Parish Committee of 
each charge, gives the implication that 
a pastor must score high in all of these 
or he or she is unqualified. 

ANOTHER AREA of concern on the 
part of many is the extreme competi­
tion one must shoulder in the commu­
nity or with the television set. Pastors 
are always being compared with the 
preacher down the street as often that 
some either get burned out trying to 
out-shine or give up as a way of giving 
in. I recently heard about a booklet that 
a pastor wrote entitled "What If My 
Cathedral Isn't Crystal?" Many parish­
ioners do subtly let us know that they 
get "a better show" on television than 
they do in our churches, to the point 
that worship becomes more of a media 
event than a praise and thanksgiving 
gathering. 

A fourth area of concern , especially 
by younger pastors, is in salary sup­
port. Many of them are coming out of 
seminary with up to $30,000 in school­
ing debts, sent to a charge that pays 
little over the going "poverty level sal­
ary," and are made to feel that their 
spouses shouldn't work because the 
help-mate is needed to undergird the 
ministry. Implied in this area, too, is 

that appointments are creating more 
tension in the home when the spouse 
must work, because his or her job 
security is important as well. 

Lastly, there is a noticeable loss of 
upward mobility, which for some indi­
cates that good skills won't or can't get 
a pastor an opportunity to serve in a 
larger congregation. Some of the 
respondents indicated that white males 
are now being replaced with pastors of 
color or with pastors who are female­
a situation that wasn't prevalent until 
recently. Yet, black pastors and female 
clergy lamented their own helplessness 
and isolation, because they do feel the 
animosity and the sniping by other 
clergy. 

TIME AND SPACE do not suffice to 
share some conclusions and prognoses 
to this diagnosis of concern from a 
segment of clergy who desired to be 
heard. (Such will be done in an upcom­
ing column.) We could say that their 
calling is lost, or their vocational expec­
tations are misplaced, or that they are 
just cry-babies and should just keep 
quiet and/or grow up. But, these hurt­
ing brothers and sisters are continuing 
to serve effectively and adequately, and 
their tears and pain are kept quiet unto 
themselves and their parsonages until 
it might become too late. 

Many are truly " bare," hoping some­
one will noticel 

"If people knew how hard I have worked 
to gain my mastery, it would not seem 
wonderful at all. " 

-Michelangelo 
from Quota 
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Bishops say young adults/teens 
TOM MCANALLY 
GARLINDA BURTON 
Uniled Melhodlsl News Service 

FORT WORTH, Texas- The next mis­
sionary challenge for U.S. Christians is not 
across the ocean, but among teenagers 
and young adults in their own back yards, 
a United Methodist bishop said here Nov. 
1. 

"No sizeable territory today has not 
heard the gospel," Bishop Leroy C. 
Hodapp of Indianapolis, president of the 
denomination's 100-member Council of 
Bishops, told a press conference here, 
suggesting that the next boundaries to 
cross with the gospel are generational 
rather than geographic. Hodapp spoke 

during a international church growth con­
ference for 3,500 pastors and laypersons 
from around the world. 

Just as persons in developing nations 
learned Western Christian teachings and 
adapted them to their own cultural and 
social contexts, the bishop said, the 
church, particularly in the United States, 
must find new ways to reach young 
people. 

Without "missionary expansion" among 
the young, Hodapp said, the United Meth­
odist Church in the United States could 
"die in one generation." 

ALTHOUGH CHURCHES in Africa and 
the Philippines have successfully bridged 
the age gap and are growing, "in North 

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE 
United Methodists sing In celebration of "God's forgiveness" and "freedom to soar" 
during "The Gathering," an International church growth conference held In Fort Worth, 
Texas, Oct. 31-Nov. 4. More than 3,500 bishops, clergy and laypersons came together 
for worship, Bible study and strategy sessions for reversing a 20-year decline In church 
membershlp.-umns photo/John Goodwin, Bd. of Global Ministries 

the new missionary challenge 
America, we have not learned to do it very 
well," he said. He attributed the continued 
membershtp decline among U.S. churches 
to lack of relevance to and, therefore, 
rnvolvement by youth and young adults. 

His remarks hrt home for the 3,500 
clergy and laypersons from the United 
States, Europe, Afrrca and the Philippines 
who came together Oct. 31-Nov. 4 to 
develop ways to put new life back ;nto local 
churches. 

For more than 20 years, the United 
Methodist Church has seen U.S. church 
membership and attendance decline to 
just under 9 million rn 1990. "The Gather­
ing," a churchwide growth conference, 
was the kick-off of an ep1scopal initiative 
to build membership and pump new life rn­
to local congregations. 

Keynote speakers-all btshops-called 
"Gathering" participants and the entrre 
church to " repentance" for clinging to tra­
ditions and practices that have hindered 
church growth 

Denounc;ng the "quality" vs. "quantity" 
argument some have used to justrfy mem­
bership decline, B1shop Roy I Sane of 
Denver said "that is a lie we have lived 
wtth." He cla1med that such "old games" 
pit groups against one another. 

"It is easy lor us to start turnmg on each 
other and violatmg each other's contrrbu­
tions," Sano added 

CALLS FOR repentance, renewal and 
celebration of diversrty came also from 
Btshop Felton M. May. who heads the 
denominatron's anti-drug and -VIolence tni­
tiative based tn Washrngton, D.C. 

May contended that the world is in need 
of spiritual rebrrth, and the church must 
have " its act together" to meet those 
needs. 

"Why can't we get on w1th cleamng up 
the mess?" he said, descnbmg the 
"mess" as "misery and evil srde by stde." 

"Oh, how I have repented from selling 
the church like detergent, and of not lean­
mg on my Jesus as Lord and Sav;or," he 
said 

Besides 270 workshops. worsh1p ser­
VIces, too, offered a sampling of diverse rit­
ual and musical styles. mterspers;ng 
selections representmg Bach. black gos­
pel and country-western to calypso, Fili­
pmo folk and hard rock w1th traditional 
hymns. 

B;shop Hodapp applauded such diver­
Sity, including even rock- and-roll mus1c. 
"That kind of mus;c drives me nuts, but 
it speaks to thousands of teenagers 
we must accommodate the multiplicity of 
lifestyles," he said. 

"THE GATHERING" was co-sponsored 
by b1shops and the Board of Discipleship 
of the denomination . Partici­
pants-grass-roots pastors and layper­
sons hop;ng to learn ways to revamp their 
churches-spent lime between sermons 
and worship celebrations 1n strategy ses­
s;ons with the~r respective b1shops and 
with church program staff people. 

A prospective member's first Impression 
1s often the one that determines whether 
or not one chooses to become a member 
of a local church, said the Rev. James 
Cowell, evangelism staff person for the 
Board of Discipleship. 

In a session on the " internal climate" of 
local churches, Cowell sa1d congregations 
that attract new members are the ones m 
wh;ch pastors and laypersons are cordial 
to one another, are compassionate and 
fnendly to newcomers. pract;ce the gos-· 
pel they preach and remam open to new 
ideas. 

"Every church puts out an unwritten 
s;gn," wh1ch either welcomes people 
unconditionally or "may say 'People with 
real problems are not welcome here " 
Cowell said. 

Sights and sounds from Ft. Worth show signs of new \ite 
WAYNE G. REECE 
MCA Correspondenl 

Dear United Methodist Christian: 
As I sit here in the vast Convention Cen­

ter, I wish you were able to be with me, 
taking in the sights, the sounds, and the 
feelings of 3,500 United Methodists from 
around the world , "gathering" to chal­
lenge each other and to be challenged to 
be the church. 

I wish that you could hear the music of 
combined choirs, the fervent preaching of 
some of the bishops of our denomination, 
preaching as I have not heard from bish­
ops before. They are talking about evan­
gelism, God's story, local congregations, 
salvation in ways that I have not heard in 
a long t ime. 

"Vital Congregations-Faithful Dis­
ciples" came alive for me, not as another 
program for churches-they constant­
ly told us that this cannot be another 
program handed down from on high-but 
a new way of local congregations assess­
ing themselves as to what makes for a 
vital congregation and how they match up 
with that assessment. 

I WAS PROUD of our own Bishop Craig, 
as she was the one who was chosen to 
interpret the theme of the Bishops' Initia­
tive. I was proud of our own Billie Dalton 
and the congregation of St. Paul's UMC 
of Lawton, who were the first church and 
pastor presented in the outstanding video 
that has been produced, showing repre­
sentative congregations across the U.S. 

I was pleased to see comments and 
suggestions included in the Vision State­
ment that came from persons and congre­
gations from our state. I was pleased to 
see that the final document was far more 
helpful and challenging than the original 
one that the Advisory Committee first saw. 

I know that you were unable or unwill­
ing to come to Ft. Worth, but as I am pre­
paring to leave, I realize that this was, for 
me, the most outstanding and provocative 
and inspirational and challenging event 
that I have been to across the span of 
years of my ministry. 

For too many times, when we get 
together for a "family reunion," we lament 

who is no longer a part of the family, talk­
ing about what's wrong with the church, 
wringing our collective hands about 
losses. 

But here we worshipped in the midst 
of diversity and pluralism-the multi­
colored dress, the reminders that we are 
different (I saw two cars parked together, 
with one having a bumper sticker stating 
"Proud to be a Liberal" and the other 
reminding "Fundies Can Have Fun Too'). 
We have heard from congregations and 
approaches from around the world, chal­
lenging the church to be the church in new 
and vital ways or reminding us of the old 
and vital ways of our Wesleyan heritage. 

Here we worshiped with diversity and 
pluralism-from the freestanding cross 
whose colors continually changed, to the 
many hymns that we now have in our new 
hymnals that can be sung in a variety of 
languages, from the various visual 
reminder that were on the altar, from our 
service of remembering our bapt;sm w1th 
water brought from different sections of 
the world, and ealing bread that was made 
from flour presented from different per­
sons around the world-all reminding us 
of the universality of the power and love 
of Jesus Christ . 

But, this lime we were not worshipping 
diversity and pluralism as if they were idols 
and ideals to be bowed down to or deter­
mine above all else who we are as United 
Methodists. 

Because you weren't able to come, I'd 
like to share with you some quotes that 
jumped out at me, statements of faith and 
understanding that excited me and that I 
will take from here as a challenge to my 
future and my congregation. 

Bishop Woodie White: "The distinctive 
character of Christians is an attitude of 
praise." 

Bishop Carlton Minnick: "When God is 
trivialized, sin is trivialized." 

Bishop Judith Craig; "Corporate Con­
fession is not church-bashing; if the s;ns 
of one belongs to me, they belong to us 
all " "We must see the possibility of the 
holy in the midst of the unholy." "We are 
more interested in leaving monuments 
than an encounter with the livmg Christ." 

Bishop Calvin McConnell: "Community 
is more than meeting with each other but 
is serving each other." "We must think 
more about how to be a 'kindom' as well 
as a kingdom." 

Bishop Neil Irons: "Spiritual growth rs 
not just a private journey with a private 
tutor, but we must please our netghbor by 
helping our ne;ghbor " 

Bishop Richard Wilke: Quoting from 
Closing the American Mind: "Youth used 
to come to colleges knowrng a little about 
Moses and Jesus, but now their heads are 
empty." Quoting John Wesley: "I hate it 
when newcomers come into the Christian 
fellowship and are then left to die." "When 
did we decide to hold hands and have con­
versations only with each other." ''Don't 
give them a slogan. gtve them a Savior. 
Don't give them a newspaper. gtve them 
a Bible." Quoting chaplatns m the Mtddle 
East with our armed forces "The men and 
women are commg to us say;ng 'We're in 
the land of the Bible, and we don't know 
the Bible.'" 

Bishop Emerita P Nacpil of the Philip­
pines: "The only stories that nattons like 
to tell are horror stones God's story 1s a 

Bishop David Lawson, Wisconsin Area, 
and Bishop Judith Craig march toward 
during a processional at the Gathering.­
mce photo/Jim Morgan 

different story When we tell the story 
in the Philippmes, we start two new chur­
ches every week Who must tell God's 
story but God's people-those whose 
baptism g1ves them a new name. 

B1shop Roy Sana: 'We think there can't 
be quality if there is growth 1n numbers. 
That's a lie that we have lived w1th too 
long." 

Bishop Felton May: ''I went to Zalfe rep­
resenting the Board of Global Ministnes 
and was asked by a woman. 'What Good 
News do you bnng?' I told her that we 
would be building a school. a hospital, 
sending more personnel, etc. But agam 
she asked, 'What Good News did you 
bring?' Th1nk1ng she had not understood 
me, I repeated all that the church would 
do. Finally, my host wh;spered somethmg 
to me. Then I sa1d, 'Jesus Chnst 1s Lord 
and Savior of your life.' 'Oh, yes, that's the 
Good News I want to hear ' " 

Bishop George Bashore: " It matters not 
whether worship makes us feel happy or 
good. It does matter whether it makes us 
Christlike" 

B1shop William Grove: "I went to LaPaz, 
Bolivia, and far in the reaches of the 
mountams we found a community of 
Chnstians. When asked how the story of 
Jesus had gotten to them, they sa1d that 
a man was s1ck 1n the village, and a 
humane (Christian) had come and prayed, 
and the man became healed. 'We don't 
know how our brother found us here, but 
we know God sent him here I asked them 
what their dreams were. They sa1d, ·we 
have small dreams of a school, a teacher 
a hospital.' But do you have any other 
dreams? 'We have a btg dream, that we 
can go over that mountain and tell the 
story of Jesus to them. I see now that we 
must go over the mountams of our lives 
to tell the Story.'' 

Well, fellow Umted Method;st. wtsh you 
were here! But I do encourage you to read 
to pray, to dtscuss the Bishops pastoral 
letter and the implications it can have for 
you. Ft Worth was merely an event -vital 
congregattons and faithful disctples ara 
the lifo-blood of the church 

Signed, yours m and for Christ . Wayne. 
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The Gathering, an international church growth conference, brought 3,500 pastors and 
laypersons to Ft. Worth Oct. 31-Nov. 4. The throng included nearly 100 United 
Methodists from the Michigan Area, who spent time in worship, workshops and 
strategy sessions aimed at generating new life In the local congregatlon.-mca ph0to/J1m 
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Methodists 'have church' 
while gathered in Texas 
JAMES M. MORGAN 
MCA CorrtJIIIXlndont 

''Faithful Disciples and Vital Congrega­
tions" was the theme for what was called 
"The Gathenng·· wh1ch took place in Fort 
Worth. Texas from Oct. 31 through Nov 
4 Though fewer 1n number than had been 
envtstoned. 3,500 United Methodists gath· 
ered to celebrate the life of the church and 
to find tratntng and resources to enable 
the new vtston of the church lifted up by 
our btshops to become a reality 

6\shop Woodte White set the tone for 
worship when he talked about growing up 
m a tam11~ wn1c'n wou\o .. nave church 
even before they arnved at the common 
building shared by the brothers and srs­
ters. In a very real sense those gathered 
in Fort Worth did "have church." 

NO LOCAL CHURCH can ever avail 
tlself of the resources for worship and eel· 
ebration provrded by such a gathenng. 
There were dozens of chotrs, the S.M.U. 
orchestra. singers and special mus1c1ans 
from Afnca, the Philippines, Mexico, and 
Germany and, of course. from all over 
Texas. The languages, the vtsual art1stry 
1n paraments and vestments, the hymn 
singtng, and all comb1ned to lift us to new 
hetghts of religrous experience. When 11 
was all over , we satd with one votce, 
" Dtdn't we have church today? Ament" 

Each day began with a worshtp experi­
ence. a Bible lesson, hymn stngtng. and 
an mterpretation of a section from the 
foundatton document whtch is an expand­
ed Interpretation of the Bishop's letter to 
the churches whtch was to be read from 
every pulpt! in United Methodism on Nov. 
18. 

Some of these t imes of exposition were 
rather down. and one could expenence 
some Methodist bash1ng · gomg on 
Some parttcipants remarked that th1s ts 
one of our favorite past•mes tn such gath· 
ermgs. At other hmes we were challenged 
and hfted up to new understandings and 
new mottvations to ". . be tn m1mstry to 
all the people. tn all the places, all the 
ttme." 

Afternoons were giVen to times of reflec­
tion and to tn-depth study of areas of mtn­
•stry which were of greatest concern to 
those who attended Each United Meth­
odist present was asked to choose his or 
her area of mterest and great pains were 
taken to match areas of Interest with study 
groups. There were literally hundreds of 
oplions to choose from and they were 
each well taught by an informed clergy or 
lay person currently at work in that field 
of mtntstry e1ther as a pa1d staff person or 
a volunteer. 

I found the areas I attended were at 
limes superltclal. but not everyone 1n 
attendance at the small group was "up to 
speed" and the leaders had to take that 
tnto consideration and explain the pro­
grams to some persons who were inter-

ested tn, but unfamiliar with the work. 

WHEN THE TEXAS sun went down and 
the warm Texas breezes began to blow we 
gathered in the area for our evening wor­
ship programs. These programs were 
marred by some technical problems in the 
projection system, wh1nes from the sound 
system and some m1ssed cues. If you are 
tolerant and patient (I try.) such inconve­
nrence is a small price to pay for the qual­
rty of the musrc and worship. 

The most powerful moment tn the con­
ference for this reporter was the presen­
tatron by Bishop Richard B. Wilke. Bishop 
Wi\l<.e spol<.e during the interpretation time 
on Fnday morning. He began with a quote 
from the Book of Revelation. 

" But I have this against you that you 
have abandoned the love you had at 
first. Remember then from what you 
have fallen, repent and do the works 
you did at first. If not I will come and 
remove your lampstand from its 
place, unless you repent." Rev. 2:5 

The good bishop remtnded us of the work 
we have to do with the admonition that if 
we fai l to do the work God will take the 
flame from our altar and we will be left in 
cold and darkness. We need to tell the 
story especially to the "baby boomers" 
and to !herr children. We are face to face 
wrth a generahon of men and women who 
do not know the story which the scriptures 
tell. He rem1nded us that Wesley himself 
was most JUdgmental toward societies and 
classes who would bring newcomers into 
the fai th and then leave them to die with­
out a knowledge of the scriptures and 
clear gurdance on how to become a true 
discrple 

"We are dotng far more funerals than 
we are baptisms!" said Wilke. "The plain 
fact IS that members are not leaving the 
Unrted Methodist Church in search of 
more meaningful faith in other denomina­
tions. they are growing old and dying and 
we are not filling their places with young 
members." 

AS A RA THEA jaded pastoral critic I am 
quick to find fault with some of the ex­
cesses of this event. Could the money this 
event cost have been better spent if it 
were contributed to local churches? That 
IS for God to Judge. All in all the event was 
pos1t1ve and I w111 believe it w111 have a pos­
itive effect on the future of United 
Methodism 

This event w111 live on in the lives of 
many United Methodists as a "holy mem­
ory " May God take the memories and 
new knowledge and new friendships from 
th1s event and bless the entrre Church. I 
personally th1nk my money was well spent. 
If I had 11 to do over I would have pushed 
some of my lay people harder in an at­
tempt to get them to attend. They missed 
something of great value wh1ch our local 
churches. distnct and annual conferences 
will never be able to duplicate. 

November 26, 1990 • Michigan Christian Advocate g 

When two or three are gathered 
lAURIE HALLER 
MCA Correspondent 

As United Methodists gathered in Fort 
Worth from all over the world, the Spirit of 
Christ was indeed moving in our midst. 
The first person I met at the Gathering was 
a pastor from West Germany who was full 
of enthusiasm and hope for the church. I 
met two young women from Mississippi, 
lay workers in the church, who seemed 
awed by the immensity of this international 
conference. I met a pastor and his wife 
from Ohio who made their first plane trip 
to come to the Gathering. I met pastors 
seeking a fresh vision for the church, 
diaconal ministers searching for new ideas 
to communicate the gospel and lay per­
sons looking for ways to energize their 
local congregations. 

The Gathering was not a how-to semi­
nar, although the many workshops offered 
ample opportunity to learn. Rather, my 
sense of the Gathering was to lead the 
United Methodist Church boldly and con­
fidently into the 1990s and into the next 
century. 

The focal point of the Gathering 
was the reading of the pastoral letter, "Vital 
Congregations-Faithful Disciples; Vision 
for the Church," and a study of the accom­
panying foundation document. I found. that 
the interpretations given by our bishops of 
the various parts of the document to be the 
most stimulating aspect of the conference. 

The most moving part of the Gathering 
for me, however, was the premier of the 
video, "Vital Congregations- Faithful Dis­
ciples," which featured five vibrant United 
Methodist churches around the country, 
including our own St. Paul's UMC in 
Lawton. The videotape, available in all dis­
trict offices, is excellent, and I plan to show 
it to as many groups in my local congre­
gation as possible. It will not tell us exact­
ly what to do or how to be in mission, for 
no two congregations are alike. Rather, it 
will stimulate thinking about what the 
needs are to our town and country and 
how we United Methodists can be in min­
istry right where we are. 

I have several vivid impressions of the 
Gathering wh1ch will influence the course 
of my ministry in the local church. First, I 
always have been but continue to be im­
pressed by the diversity of our church. 
To meet United Methodists and experience 
worship from so many ethnic, racial and 
cultural backgrounds was a blessing to 
me. I believe that our openness to differ­
ent ways of worshipping and doing theol­
ogy is the greatest strength of the United 
Methodist Church. In fact, it is what the 
vast majority of new members in my local 
congregation appreciate about the United 
Methodist Church. I will continue to work 
toward that kind of diversity wherever I am 
in m1n1stry. 

Something else which caught my atten­
tion was the marvelous work of our lay 
people. The outstanding music, the visual 
aids to worship and all the technical 
arrangements for this conference were 
done for the most part by lay people, and 
that is indicative of the kind of skills and 
dedication we have in our church. In a 
workshop taught by Bishop Robert Spain 
on "Evangelism and the Church God is 
Creatmg," he emphasized that the United 
Methodist Church of the future will be a 

lay-empowered church. In order to grow, 
we must recover the potential of our lay 
people to lead, evangelize and claim their 
strengths. I am going to work harder to 
equip lay people for ministry in my local 
church. 

The last thing which I brought home with 
me was a renewed dedication to evan­
gelism and mission. We will have a great 
future ahead of us as the United Method­
ist Church if we discover the hurts of our 
people and our community and then ded­
icate ourselves to healing them. 0 

POWER from page 5 

ments of Christian worship. For me, wor­
ship was the outstanding feature of the 
Gathering. Even in that huge convention 
center which could have held twice as 
many participants, the delegates were 
transformed again and again, each morn­
ing and evening, into a congregation that 
truly was "one in the spirit." 

THE BEAUTIFUL multi-cultural and 
multi-racial diversity of Methodism was 
often demonstrated in those splendid ser­
vices, but never more tellingly than on Sat­
urday evening when Bishops from Africa, 
Europe and Asia brought cupfuls of flour 
to the Lord's Table. There a baker mixed 
it and kneaded the dough in preparation 
for its use on Sunday morning as bread 
and Body of Christ. Powerful and lasting 
imagery! 

There was a strong sense of sensitive 
episcopal leadership throughout the Gath­
ering. That was a joy to behold. Woodie 
White told us and then showed us the "dif­
ference between attending church, and 
having church," and left a beautiful Afri­
can song of gratitude on our hearts. Judith 
Craig called us to reaffirm our baptisms 
in sound and sight of pouring water. Leroy 
Hodapp, recalling his own boyhood in 
Detroit's Metropolitan Church, invited us 
to remember the vital congregations and 
faithful disciples who nurtured us years 
ago. 

PREACHING, MUSIC, liturgy and the 
arts were fully employed and offered at a 
level of excellence beyond the ordinary. 
The same was true for many of the doz­
ens of workshops offered to help us imple­
ment the theme in our lives and in our con­
gregations. The six I attended were each 
worthwhile, and as I asked for evaluations 
from others, it appears most were effec­
tive. Add to that an awesome array of 
resources from Cokesbury, various 
boards, agencies and related groups, and 
you have mega-input! 

Then, of course, there was networking 
and informal sharing, sometimes with 
friends I hadn't seen in years. Sharing sto­
ries of successes and sorrows, joys and 
failures, whether professional or personal, 
is always instructive and nurturing. 

Simply put, this was the finest confer­
ence I've attended in 20 years of minis­
try! My perception is that in the Council 
of Bishops, at least, both the appearance 
and reality of spiritual power has con­
verged, and visionary leadership is being 
offered to the people called Methodist. Not 
forced, but offered. 

-
Mich1gan participants at the Gathering enjoy a Texas-style barbeque. (l-r) Dean Klump, 
Vonclle and Cllf Bullock; Bishop Judith Craig lower rlght.-mca photo/Jim Morgan 
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DETROIT WEST DISTRICT 

ENABLING DAY 
February 2, 1991 

Saturday 8:30a.m. -4:00p.m. 
Clarenceville United Methodist Church 

20300 Middlebelt Road • Livonia, Michigan 48152 

A TRAINING DAY 
FOR OUR DISTRICT'S 

CHURCH LEADERS 

BASIC WORKSHOPS 
Morning - 10:00-12:00 

1 
Your Church Can Grow-Leader: Bill 
Quick. A city pastor who has served 

rural circuit, small town, university and 
center city churches, will offer practical 
ins ights and strategies which, when ap­
plie d to local churches, will result in 
growth. 

2
Pastor Parish Relations Committee: 
Leader- Bishop Jesse Dewitt. A work­

shop for chairpersons and members of 
the Pastor Parish Relations Committee, 
led by a retired Bishop and former mem­
be r of this confe rence, dealing with both 
the "how to's" and issues of current 
concern. 

3Council on Ministries. Administrative 
Board. Administrative Council: 

Leader- Ted Doane. The Administrative 
Board and Council on Ministries are the 
more important planning and decision 
making bocties in most churches. We will 
explore together these tasks and the the­
ology of administration that we might bet­
ter be the Body of Christ. 

4Trustees: Le ader: Donald Scavella, Sr. 
This workshop will cover the work 

responsibilities of a local church Board 
of Trustees and will provide helpful sug­
gestions on how these work responsibil­
ities can be performed. 

5Stewardship: Leader-Duane E. Miller. 
This workshop is lor Pastors, Steward­

ship Committee chairpersons and com­
mittees. and Finance Committee mem­
bers. It will seek to help participants 
understand the Biblical perspectives of 
s tewardship so they will be able to inter­
pret them to the congregation. 

6Young Adult Ministries: Leader-Bob 
Selberg. How do we reach Baby 

Boomers. and pre-Baby Boomers and 
Baby Boomers' children? Understanding 
their values and needs and our abilities 
to respond. 

7
Lay Leader: Leader:Charles E. Arnold. 
This workshop will address the basics 

needed to serve as a Lay Leader. It will 
provide insight into ways the Lay Leader 
can provide leadership in the congrega­
tion and provide support and assistance 
to the pastor. 

Afternoon - 1:45-4:00 

SLay Speaker Workshop: Leaders: Bud 
Allison and Bob McCain. This work­

shop will convey what a Lay Speaker is 
and share information about the Lay 
Speaker's course. 

9
Local Church Structure Overview: 
Leader- Mike Seymour. New local 

church leaders. and others who have 
always wondered-this is a basic work­
shop on the structure of a Local Church 
administrative and programmatic 
organization. 

1 OCaring Connection: Leader-Bar­
bara Bock. This workshop ad­

dresses our unique terms of Connec­
tionalism (how all United Methodis ts are 
connected) and Apportionments (a por­
tion meant for ourselves, a portion meant 
for our neighbors. and a portion meant 
for others). 

11 
Developing and Resourcing a Mis­
sion Program in Your Local Church. 

Leader- Bill Verhelsr. The workshop will 
provide methods, resources. and ideas 
for developing a broad local church mis­
sion prQgram including education. culti­
vation of mission support, and direct 
involvement. 

12
Local Church Education: 
Leader-Ed Miller. This workshop 

will present models of teaching that will 
demonstrate how the experiences of stu­
dents can be related to the Gospel to pro­
vide Christian nurture . 

13
Endowment and Memorial Funds: 
Leader- John Fike. Why build the 

future? Endowment: What it is. how it 
works and why it makes theological and 

Bishop DeWitt Bob Selberg Ed Millet 

Mike Seymour Chuck Arnold Bill Quick 

The Reverend Joseph Edward Agne is 
on the Program Staff of the Northern illi­
n ois Confere nce. United Methoctist 
Church , foc using in the area of G lobal 
Ministries. He also is serving in the fol­
lowing capacities: Commissioner. Pro­
gram to Combat Racism (PCR), World 
Council of Churches; Co-Chairperson. 
Racial Jus tice Working Group of the Na­
tional Council of Churches in Christ; 
Member, United Methoctist General Com­
mission on Christian Unity and Inter­
re ligious Concerns. 

practical business sense to have a local 
church Endowment Fund. 

14
Developing Support Groups in the 
Local Church: Leader-Dick Myers. 

This workshop will provide ways in which 
a local church or a group of neighboring 
churches ca n develop support groups in 
need ed areas s uch as G rief, Abuse. 
Divorce Recovery and AIDS. 

15
Social Concerns: " Law of Criminal: 
Obscenity in the Marke tplace and 

First Amendment Considerations." 
Leader- Raymond P. Walsh. An overview 
of First Amendme nt Law (Freedom of 
speech, press, and re lig ion ). a nd 
Supreme Court interpretations . A discus­
sion of communications wh ich are re gu­
lated or made criminal or both. a nd par­
ticularly those which ha ve bee n made 
criminal. 

THEME WORKSHOPS 
Morning - 10:00-12:00 

16
The Media and Issues of Racism/ 
Prejudice. Leader-Chauncey 

Bailey. Does the press and electronic 
media give a generally balanced view of 
the news. or does it te nd to cater to con­
sumer interest and sensationalism at the 
expense of balanced reporting? 

17
Housing. Prejudice and Racism: 
Leader- Clitf Schrup. How prevalent 

is segregation in Metropolita n Detroit? 
What a re the re a sons for the divisions 
between se gments of our community? 

18Hate Groups in American Culture: 
Leader-Rev. Joe Agne. What is a 

skinhe ad? What are groups like the 
Ayran Nation and the KICK doing to influ· 
ence the youth of America . to win their 
allegiance to a platfonn of hate and white 
supremacy? 

19
Experiences and Expressions of 
Prejudice and Racism: Leader­

Rev. Bill Verhelst. Here our leadership will 
come from a panel representative of the 
vario us ethnic traditions found in local 
churches of the Detroit We st District. 

20Experiencing Racism and Prejudice 
in the Workplace: Leader-Remona 

Gre en. Wha t laws a re in place to p rotect 
employees against discrimination m the 
workplace? Wha t constitutes illega l ctis· 
crimination. a nd how prevalent is it? 

21 
Celebrations of Ethnic Diversity: 
Leader-Rev. Edm und MWer. 

Through locus on such events a s Bla ck 
History Month. tlus workshop will seek to 
help us ctiscover ways to celebrate the 
achieve me nts and contributions of the 
many ethnic traditions that come together 
to form our unique American culture. 

22
Racism. Prejuclice. Children and 
Youth: Leader-Rev. Fred Moore. Sr. 

People are not born pre)ucticed, we le~ 
such behavior. In tlus workshop we will 
seek to raise the level of consciousness 
those who work with children and youth. 

Afternoon - 1:45-4:00 

23Strategies for Combatting Racism 
on Institutional and Personal Lev­

els: Leader· Rev. Ed Rowe. What lS lnsti· 
tutional Rac1sm? How do we sometimes 
ctiscriminate as part of a group or :nsti­
tution without any individual malice? 
How do we as inclivtduals engage in 
racism practices without being aware oi 
our actions? 

2 40pen Itinerary. Prejudice and Ra­
cism: Leader-Bishop Jesse DeWitt. 

Officially. our ttinerant system of deploy­
ing pastoral leadership 1s an open o ne. 
in which pastors are appointed regcnd­
les s of race or gende r. In p ractice. we 
often seem to have Black Churche s. 
Korean Ch urches. White Churches. His­
panic. Arabic. native American or other 
ethnic churches to w luch we only send 
pastors who represent the same ethnic 
traclition. 

25Prejudice and Racism in Neighbor­
hood and Community: Leader­

Rosa Sim s . Such questions as, how we 
deal with cliscrimination withm the com­
munity, which acts as a clivisive force pre­
ve nting improvement of our community 
life , will be the locus here. 

26Racism and Prejudice in the 
Schools: With leadership we are not 

able to announce as tlus information 
g oes to pres s, we will explore various 
issues of teacher training and morale. 
stude nt and pa rent involvement. and 
teaching of divergent culturaltraclitinns. 

27Worshlp and the Multicultural So­
ciety: Leade r-Re v. Kenneth Whyte. 

As we p repare to enter the 21st Ce ntury, 
the chu rch is increasmgly aware of the 
ne ed to keep worship al1ve and vibrant. 
respons1ve to the changmg lives and 
experiences of worslup participants. In 
this workshop we will explore creative 
ways to draw upon the rich resources of 
our ethnic traclitions within the worsh1p 
experience. Preachmg. music and liturgy 
will be chscussed and examined !:rom a 
variety of ethnic perspectives. 

28A Family Response to Racism. 
Leader-Rev. George Covin tree and 

Family. One of our own Detr01t Confer­
ence ch urch families will help to answer 
such questions as. how we can work as 
a family to address 1s sues of prejudtce 
and racism. 

29
0pen Forum- Prejudice and 
Racism. Leader-Rev. Bob Selberg 

Participants in this open forum will have 
the opportunity to share their experi­
ences, positive and negative. w1th the 
various issues related to prejuclice and 
rac1sm. 

For more info rmation: 
Rev. Merton W Seymour, 

Superinte ndent (313 559-7000 

Rev. Gary A. Allward 
(313) 284-2721 

······················-······--------------------·-·····----------·-············· 
REGISTRATION FORM 

REGISTRAR:Rev. Roy Forsyth 
36500 Ann Arbor Trail 
Livonia, MI 48150 

Saturday, feb. 2, 1991 
8:30 a.m to 4:00 p.m. 

I wish to register for: morning workshop afternoon workshop 
Workshop II Worhhop 

lunch 

One workshop $5.00t1'wo workshops- $10.00 (includes lunch) 

NAME CHURCH 

ADDRESS CITY ZIP 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED S ---~ _ 

Mail this form and check to Registrar 
(make checks payable to The Detroit Annual Conference) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: JAIWARY 15, 1991 
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EVENTS 
"Proclamation '91" to explore 
role of prophetic preaching 
GARLINDA BURTON 
..Jnllod MelnodoSt Ne.,; ServiCe 

NASHVILLE. Tenn. (UMNS)- PolitiCS, 
war, fam1hes 10 cns1s, love, community, and 
1ust1ce and peace loom large as the world 
moves toward lhe 21st century, and the 
challenge of trammg Christian preachers 
to address those 1ssues 1n the context of 
I 81th is growmg, accordmg to church trend 
experts. 

At least 600 clergypersons and others 
concerned w1th preachmg and worship w1ll 
study the role of prophetic preach1ng m the 
next century dunng " Proclamation '91," an 
Apnl15-19, 1991, symposium sponsored by 
two agenc1es of the United Methodist 
Church. It will take place at Sheraton 
Mus1c City. Nashville. 

~no 
~;-

L. -~ ~ u 
111;- :n. •· ·'· ., !l·p.··;p·,r•r·• 

PROCLUL~TIOX '91 
]Jr('ochitJ9 totcard tht.· 21st Ct·ntur.!J 

Above is the "Proclamation '91" logo. The 
event Is slated for Apr. 15-19, 1991, In 
Nashville, Tenn. 

" Preachtng tS takmg (on) new forms as 
a result of developments m theology, scrip­
tural 1nterpretattons. mass media culture 
and an mcreasing awareness ot the glo­
Oal communily." ss'd th~ Rev. Thomas H 
1roeger, a theolog1an and assoctate pro­
lessor ol preachmg at Colgate Rochester 

(NY.) Divinity School, who IS keynote 
speaker for the conference . 

Troeger w1ll present four lectures on 
" Preachers in Search of Their Sermons," 
examming historical and contemporary 
forces that shape Interpretation of Scrip­
ture. and adv1smg preachers how to mold 
sermons relevant to the times 1n which 
they live. 

The Un1ted Methodist Publishmg House 
and the denommalion's Section on Wor­
Ship, both based in Nashville, Tenn. , are 
co-sponsonng this th1rd "Proclamation" 
event. The 1983 and 1986 gatherings in­
volved more than 1.200 preachers and 
worship leaders representing United Meth­
odist and other churches. 

Other lecturers for " Proclamation '91'' 
are the Rev. Walter Wink. professor at 
Auburn Theological Seminary, New York, 
Parker Palmer. wnter and activist, Madi­
son, Wis., and the Rev. Jane Middleton, 
associate council (program) director of the 
Untied Methodist New York Annual 
Conference. 

Among the noted guest preachers and 
instructors lor 20 workshops offered are: 
the Rev. Sue Ann Steffey Morrow, acting 
dean of the chapel. Princeton (N.J.) Uni­
versity; the Rev. Leonard I. Sweet, presi­
dent of Untied Theological Seminary, Day­
ton . Ohio; the Rev. Tallulah Fisher 
Williams. pastor of Hartzell Umted Meth­
odist Church . Chicago; the Rev. Maurice 
Boyd, pastor of Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York; and the Rev. Michael 
E. Williams, director of preaching minis­
tries for United Methodism's Discipleship 
board 

More mformatiOn and registration mate­
nats are available from Cokesbury Semi­
nars. PO. Box 801, Nashville, TN 37202; 
telephone toll tree, (800) 67'2-1789; west ot 
the Rock1es. (800) 251-8591. 

Royal Oak First UMC church members (women at the well) shown In this picture are 
1-r: Marion Kelley, Mary Lou Forester and Allee Cox. The Bethlehem Marketplace Is 
an annual event. 

Doors to open at Royal Oak First's 
annual Bethlehem Marketplace 

Once again, this Advent season, Royal 
Oak First United Methodist Church opens 
its doors and heart to friends, family and 
community as they are invited to take a 
step back in time to the Bethlehem 
Marketplace. 

Th1s live walk-through drama brings to 
life the little town in Judea with the crafts­
men. the shepherds, the animals and 
townsfolk. It is an experience for all ages 
as they live again the wondrous story of 
the birth of the Christ child. 

The Bethlehem Marketplace is held on 
Dec. 2 from two until five p.m. There is no 
admission charge but visitors are invited 
to bring non-perishable food items for the 
hungry of the community. 

This one-day event is an opportunity to 
put together the talent and time of church 
members, working together to provide a 
gift for our community to help others expe­
rience what it might have been like on that 
first day after Jesus was born. C 

Alternative Holiday Gift Sale 
set at MSU Wesley Foundation 

Women Vision II slated 
for April 1990 

As an annual observance of the season, 
the Peace Education Center announces 
the 1990 Alternative Holiday Celebration 
and Gilt sale. \he Peace Education Cen­
ter sponsored the first local Alternative 
Holiday Observance in 1976. Together 
with the Wesley Foundation United Meth­
odist Student Center, the Peace Educa­
tion sponsors the Alternative Holiday as 
an opportunity to support the educational 
work and programming of area groups 
and small businesses. 

The 1990 Alternative Holiday event is 
scheduled lor Asbury Hall of the United 
Methodist Student Center, 1118 South 
Harrison Road, East Lansing. During sale 
hours, shoppers have opportunity to pur­
chase unique gifts including recycled 
paper products, hand-made cards, 
wooden toys, cooperative games, music 
cassettes, and international art. The Alter­
native Holiday Gift Sale takes place Fri­
day, Nov. 30,5-9 p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 1, 
noon-7:30 p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 2, 
noon-5 p.m. 

an opportunity to promote a holiday sea­
son which affirms dignity, life and justice 
in our global community. Gift items avail­
able will promote peace with justice, 
focusing on items of an alternative nature 
such as hand-made goods, stationery, 
recycled products, and items which raise 
awareness of global concerns. 

The weekend also offers entertaining 
coffeehouse music, a family magic show 
with Gary Flegal , and a Benefit Concert 
featuring Second Opinion. Meals available 
during the weekend are catered by 
Hearthstone Community Bakery. On Sun­
day, from 4-6 p.m., the Middle Eastern 
Awareness Committee sponsors a dinner 
featuring traditional ethnic food to assist 
a Palestinian family living in the West 
Bank. Saturday activities for children in­
clude a visit from Bippity Bob the Clown 
and two storytelling sessions with Linda­
Lee Malone. 

lAURIE HALLER 
MCA cor-aapondenl 

' An Invitation to Holy Community" IS 
the theme of Women Vis1on II, wh1ch will 
be held Apri\12-14. 1991 , at Perrysburg. 
Ohio. The purpose of Women Vis1on II 1s 
for women of all ages to " encourage one 
another 1n matters of the Spint and heart. 
listen and engage in holy talk and qUiet 
presence and cla1m God's transforming 
power." 

The first Women Vision, held in 1989, 
proved to be a time of singing, listenmg, 
praying and empowerment for clergy and 
laywomen from the Detroit, West MIChi­
gan, East Ohio and West Ohio Annual 
Conferences. Following that example 
Women Vis1on II will include dynam1c 
preaching and worship, reflection groups, 
entertainment and 'well groups " 

THE MAIN SPEAKER for the three-day 
event will be Dr. Renita Weems, an or­
damed elder in the Afncan Methodist Epis­
copal Church and an ass1stant professor 
of Old Testament studies at Vanderbilt 
Dtvtmty School in Nashville. Other speak­
ers Include the United Methodist bishops, 
Judith Cra1g, Susan Morrison and Sharon 
Brown Christopher. Pat Madden-Roth. 
singer and songwriter from Lansing, will 
prov1de entertainment on Saturday even­
mg. She will be JOined by Tanya Griffith, 
an actress and impersonator who focuses 
on the power of the feminine mind and 
Will. 

Registration for Women Vis1on l11s lim­
ited to the first 700 participants. However. 
no reg1strat10ns will be accepted unless 
they are postmarked on or after January 

. Catch the stlnt 
(THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

15, 1991 . The registration cost, which in­
cludes speakers, special events, reflection 
groups, three meals on Saturday, break­
fast on Sunday and professional childcare 
for Children under age six, is reasonable. 
Hotel costs will vary according to how 
many are 1n a room. A limited number of 
scholarships IS available. 

Brochures for Women Vision II can be 
obtamed from your local pastor or UMW 
president or from the West Michigan Con­
ference Center. They are also available 
from Marlene Johns, 217 Mohawk, Jack­
son. Ml 49203 or Pat Proctor, 5897 Green, 
Fremont, Ml 49412. 0 

The Peace Education Center and the 
Wesley Foundation envision the Alterna­
tive Holiday Celebration and Gift Sale as 

The Sixth Annual Christmas Celebration for People Who Care About People with 
AIDS, on Thursday, Dec. 13 at 7:30p.m. Eucharistic celebration with prayers for heal­
mg Location: Christ Episcopal Church, 1-75 and Jefferson in downtown Detroit. 
Preacher: Bishop Judith Craig, joined by other bishops and leaders of other denomi­
nations. Offering is for the " Bishop's Fund" of the Episcopal church, which contrib­
utes to various Detro1t AIDS organizations. More info: John Park, (313} 363-3935. 
Winter Fling at Lake Huron Camp, Dec. 31, 1990 to Jan. 1, 1991. Activities avail· 
able: cross country skiing, sledding, ice skating, candlelight dinner, midnight com­
mumon serv1ce, TV football and parades on New Year's Day. For all adults (married 
or smgle) 18 years and up. Cost: $15 per person. Reservation deadline: Dec. 24. More 
info: (313) 327-6272. 
Florida Gathering, M1chigan UM ministers, spouses and widows, Thursday, Jan. 24, 
1991, at First UMC, Ft. Harrison and Turner, Clearwater, Fla. Fellowship gathering: 
10:59. Luncheon and program: 11:59. Send reservations by Jan. 15 to the Rev. Clyde 
E. Smith, 9511 Segovia, New Port Richey, FL 34655, phone (813) 376-9341. The Rev. 
Joseph T Edwards. chairperson . 
Choral Workshop for Children's Choir Directors (emphasis on grades th ree to six), 
sponsored by Detroit Chapter Choristers' Guild at First Presbyterian Church. Birming­
ham, Feb. 1·2, 1991. Clin1cian: Terry Kirkl.and. Contact: Annabel Griffiths, 1510 Sher­
wood Ct. . Dearborn, Ml 48124, (313) 336-9520 
Clergy Spouses Association Annual Retreat at the Bay Valley Hotel and Resort in 
Bay City. Speaker· Dr. Carolyn Varesh-Walker, licensed psychologist. Theme: " Har­
mony in the Home, Helpmg it Happen." Workshops. Cost: $66-99 varying with room. 
Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast Included. More info: (313) 529-3731 or (313) 
455-1436. 

For more information on the Alternative 
Holiday Gift Sale weekend schedule of 
events, please contact Mary C. 
Knightwright , (517) 351-4648. 0 

Riverview UMC 
to hear vocalist 

Christian music recording and television 
artist, Gary McSpadden, will appear in 
concert at the Riverview United Method­
ist Church, on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 11 a.m. 
Mr. McSpadden has been prominent in 
the contemporary music scene for 28 
years. This will be his first concert after a 
ten-day tour of Rumania, and his only 

Gary 
McSpadden 

Michigan appearance. The Riverview 
UMC is located at 13199 Colvin, River­
view, just east of Fort Street, and half way 
between Pennsylvania and Sibley Roads. 
A free will offering will be taken. All are 
welcome. If there are any questions, or for 
further information, call Pastor Gary 
Allward at (313) 284-2721. 0 
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LOCAL MINISTRIES 

FIRST UMC OF TROY OBSERVES WORLD FOOD DAY 
Sunday school pupils of First UMC of Troy decorated large grocery bags which church 
members filled with food and brought to the church on Sunday, Oct. 14. Eighty bags 
of food were given to Troy People Concerned and Lighthouse in Pontiac to help stock 
their food pantries and will be used for emergency needs of area people. Photo shows. 
Pastor Terry Alien doing the children's sermon amid the bags of food. 

Above Is Erin Schultz, daughter of David 
and Mary Schultz. She is one of eight chil­
dren from Saginaw First UMC who helped 
to raise funds for the Child Abuse and 
Neglect Council of Saginaw. 

Saginaw First UMC 
elementary children 
help prevent abuse 

FLORIDA GATHERING 
Michigan United Methodist min­

isters, spouses and widows are in­
vited to attend a Florida Gathering 
on Thursday, Jan. 24, 1991, at First 
UMC, Ft. Harrison and Turner, 
Clearwater, Fla. The fellowship 
gathering will be at 10:59 a.m. with 
luncheon and program at 11 :59. 
Reservations should be sent by 
Jan. 15 to the Rev. Clyde E. Smith, 
9511 Via Segovia, New Port Richey, 
FL 34655, phone (813) 376-9341 . 
The Rev. Joseph T. Edwards is 
chairperson of the event. 

Adopt a School program links 
Detroit school children with churches 
KATHY GOOLIAN 
MCA Staff Reporter 

DETROIT (MCA) - Adopt a School is 
a program in Detroit whereby churches 
prov1de mentors to the school they adopt 
In addit1on, the church and school can 
plan many coordinated programs and 
act1vities for schools. 

The Detroit Metropolitan Coordinattng 
Committee and the Rev. Ed Millet, along 
with the Detroit Board of Education, dectd· 
ed that representatives from churches and 
schools should meet. The Adopt a School 
idea was presented. 

"We found it offered the church an 
opportunity to do someth1ng mtenhonal 
and significant m helping the schools," 
said Anthony Cutting, pastor of Second 
Grace United Methodist Church 1n Detroit. 

"Northville is partners With Second 
Grace UMC. About a year ago we hit upon 
the idea of expanding our work beyond 
Northville. We talked w1th Ed Mtllet, the ur· 
ban m1ssioner, about an urban/suburban 
partnership," said Jerry Rupley, panshto· 
ner at Northville First UMC. 

THE PARTNERING aspect IS a p1lot 
program," said Jim Bosscher. another 
parishioner at Northville. "There are other 
UM churches involved .. We're the only 
non-Detroit UM church working with 
Detroit schools. Therefore, we need a 
partner in Detroit." 

An adoption ceremony was held at Dtx· 
on School last spring w1th about eight rep­
resentatives of both churches present ''It 
was very touchtng indeed." said Cutting. 

An awards banquet was held at Second 
Grace for Dixon School. Both congrega­
tions prov1ded the meals. There were 180 
people from the schools parents and chtl· 
dren. present 

In August Northv1lle planned a picn1c. 
wh1ch ended up mdoors due to ra1n. There 
were games, refreshments and get· 
acquamted activities. 

The a1m IS that every child tn D1xon 
School would have a mentor. Cutting sa1d. 
These would come from the two churches, 
as well as the commun1ty. Once the per­
son has volunteered. been assessed. 
screened and approved, s/he can begtn 

"THERE ARE 600-700 students at Dix· 
on," said Rupley At a recent meeting 
both churches and the school part1c1· 
paled. We hope to have a mentorsh1p pro­
gram set up by the end of November 
There are a couple of different ktnds of 
mentors-a one-on-one function-two 
hours or more a week of soc1al contact 
and role modeling and teachmg. There IS 
also group mentonng-club sponsorship. 
story telling, and prov1dmg additional non­
teacher human resources." 

The school gave the direction. Rupley 
noted. The mentoring idea came from Dr 
John Porter. superintendent of Detroit 
Public Schools. The plan focuses on third 
through fifth grades It IS a first step tn a 
solut1on to drop-out problems II targets 
students not v1ewmg school as a posit we 
experience and tnes to turn that around. 

"We have a spec1al relattonshtp with 
Second Grace UMC ' said Bosscher. 
"They're super people. Tomorrow we start 
recruitment for the mentonng program. 
We have SIX on the comm1ttee. Our ob)eC· 
live tS 25 volunteers for each church. A 
half-day training progmm was sm tor IT7td­

November at Dixon School 
The times for whtch you s1gn up are flex· 

ible, Bosscher sa1d The time penod IS 
usually two to four hours during each 
week. You could meet a student for break· 
fast, go to school and spend an hour 1n a 
tutonng sess1on. Extracurncular activities 
could 1nclude such thmgs as a baseball 
game or a trip to the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. Second Grace UMC IS looktng 
longer-term at an after-school program, 
wh1ch would be an Ideal setttng for 
tutonng. 

A group of fourth, fifth and sixth grade 
children from the First United Methodist 
Church in Saginaw raised money for the 
Child Abuse and Neglect Council of 
Saginaw. The eight children representing 
the United Methodist Kids group-also 
called the "Special K's" participated in a 
bowl-a-thon to raise funds for the Coun· 
cil. As a result of their efforts at collecting 
pledges, $150 was raised to assist in edu· 
eating the public as to the prevention of 
and the protection from abusive circum­
stances for children. 

The Rev. Kenneth Bensen burns the mortgage at Faith UMC, Lansing as original build­
ing committee members Ron Little, Elaine Sweet and Reva Holcomb look on. 

THE THRUST OF the program will take 
place at the school. sa1d Bosscher. Ustng 
classroom lime IS allowed, but volunteers 
will try to use time outs1de the school 
hours. Chester Stewart of Second Grace 
w1ll be leadtng a Great Books lime. 

The Special K's spent an afternoon 
helping other children. Children whose 
names and stories will never be known to 
them. These young people learned in a 
joyous manner, the importance of service 
and that they are not too young to make 
a difference. ... 

Lansing Faith burns $195,000 mortgage The larger groups will be used pnma· 
nly for story. read1ng types ot programs. 
Individuals will be brought tn to talk about 
the1r occupation-what a lawyer . police· 
man. eng1neer does. 

The flames leap high as the Rev. Ken· 
neth Bensen, Faith United Methodist 
Church, Lansing, burns the church's final 
$195,000 mortgage at a special ceremony 
Nov. 4, during the worship service. 
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Ground-breaktng for the new church 
was held June 20. 1965. The ded1catory 
serv1ce was held April 3. 1966. Faith 
church represents a merger ol the former 
Faith Haven Methodist Church and the 
EUB Church of the Good Shepherd four 
years before the merger of the two denom· 
inallons took place at the nattonal level 

The new church sanctuary. educatton 
unit and fellowship hall cost 5300.000 and 
are currently valued 111 excess of $1 .25 
million. ~· 

"It 1s hard for a student to identify what 
a lawyer does-1 thtnk they would lind it 
mot1vat1ng and directional," Bosscher 
concluded 

Twenty UM churches were represented 
at the kick-oft meetmg tor Adopt a School 
on Mar 29. None of the other parttctpat· 
ing UM churches are m partnership 

JOB OPENING 
POSITION: Manager. Lake Huron United Methodist Camp 
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE: Facility Maintenance. housekeep· 
ing. food service management and administration of camp operahon 
at Lake Huron Camp, located 12 miles north ol Port Huron. Mich1gan 

SALARY AND BENEFITS INCLUDE: S22.600 base salary. housing 
and basic utilities. health insurance and United Methocllst Pens1on 

Plan. 
SEND RESUMES TO: 

Division of Outdoor Education 
Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 
21700 Northwestern Highway. Suite 1200 
Southfield. MI 48075 
Phone: (313) 559-7000 Ext. 67 

DEADLINE FOR RESUMES: December 20, 1990. 
BEGINNING DATE FOR POSITION: February I, 199i 
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FWSHING UMYF TRAVEL TO S.C. 
The Flushing UMYF went on a mission trip to Wadmalaw Island, S.C. during the last 
week and a half of July. The group of 33 people worked on five different houses. The 
work included putting on a new roof, drywafllng, building a ramp, and painting. Par­
ticipants had a lot of fun helping and meeting the economically disadvantaged peo­
ple of Wadmalaw Island. Christian Lorenz Is senior high UMYF president. 

Curiosity meets wisdom as 
seniors, children become pen pals 
KATHY GOOLIAN 
MCA Staff Reporter 

CENTREVILLE (MCA)- 'I wanted to 
bridge the gap between semor citizens 
and youlh. My children have no grandpar­
ents m the area. They're far away. My own 
famtly has enjoyed conversations wtth 
sen1or ctllzens Thetr wtsdom combined 
wtth youth's cunostly can nurture a rela­
tiOn that will grow !rom lhts," says Con­
nte Hetdbrink 

Thts is how the education coordinator 
a\ Centre11il\e Untied Methodtsl Church 
got t/Je tOel! ro sTart .. :.t~ruvt cir'"'"'n pen 
pal program wtlh the Sunday school chtl­
dren. Thts church IS on the Albton Distnct 
and the town IS near Three Rivers. 

"I delivered the sentor cilizens the 
chtldren·s names last Sunday and wtll 
complete the process lhts Sunday," she 
says. The children wtll wnte their cards 
and letters tn Sunday school, and the 
semor c1t1zens will write at leisure. The 

children will be given one set of names, 
and the sen tors another. That way they will 
all know who they're writing, but the let­
ters they rece1ve will be from a mystery 
person. The secrets will be revealed on 
Valentine's Day. 

Children up through junior high who are 
active in the Sunday school will partici­
pate. Heidbrink estimates she has close 
to 40 pairs lined up so far. Three of her 
own children, Alisha, 11, Michael, nine, 
and Chelsea, four, will participate. Heid­
bnnk has been a member of the church 
for seven years 

"Thts IS a way to nurture the church 
family in feeling and to share Christian val­
ues with our youth," she satd. "I encour­
age the senior citizens to pass on Bible 
verses special to them as food for thought. 
It'll be a fun mystery. I'm looking forward 
to Valentine's Day to see how many 
guessed correctly." 0 

HELLO. MICHIGAN! 

Wheatfield United Methodist Church 
Holt Road and Burkley Road, Williamston 48895 

Tel: (616) 948-8892 
Our pastor Rev. Carolyn Hare 

··our roots go back to our begmnmgs in a rural school house. We are a car­
tng church servtng our Lord 1n rural Wheatfield Township. We have met for 
worship 92 years 1n the ongmal butlding, dedicated July 24, 1898." 
Membershtp: 47 Worship: 11 a.m. 
District Lansmg Church School· 9:45 a.m 
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Baldwin Avenue Shelter holds 
Halloween party for homeless kids 
KATHY GOOLIAN 
MCA Staff Reporter 

PONTIAC (MCA) - The Baldwin Ave­
nue Shelter in Pontiac held a party on Hal­
loween night for 155 children , said direc­
tor, Alice Hairston. The party was intend­
ed for children up to 12 who have been 
1n the homeless shelter or soup kitchen 
over the past year. 

Zeta Phi Beta, a women's social soror­
Ity tn Pontiac, sponsored the party with 
$200 1n funding and by providing volun­
teers for the evening. There was a cotton 
candy machine, a popcorn machine, and 
a feel and touch game (spook house). A 
reporter from the Oakland Press, Diana 
Dillaber, volunteered her services. 

The children were served hot dogs, 
potato chips, apple cider and donuts. They 
played a balloon game, bobbed for apples, 
found their partner with a number, and 
pinned the tail on the pumpkin. Decora­
tions were provided by Chuck Korpac, and 
several area stores provided 
refreshments. 

The purpose of the party, said Hairston, 
was to get as many children as possible 
off the streets, and to send them home 

with enough candy so trick-or-treating was 
unnecessary. 

Homeless can stay in the shelter for 30 
days. There are beds for 20 people a 
night. So far this year, Hairston estimated, 
the shelter has provided 5082 nights of 
lodging and has served 79,902 meals. 

The Community Center youth program 
meets .Fridays from 4-6 p.m. (grades six 
through 12). A Bible study on Friday from 
1-2 p.m. is for adults. A support group led 
by Myra McGee is for children. "All About 
Being a Parent" meets Saturdays from 
11-12 noon. On Wednesday from 4-6 is Bi­
ble school for children. All groups are run 
by volunteers. Teachers and others volun­
teer tutoring services. The Oakland Coun­
ty Literacy Council tutors adults. 

Volunteers also help with Emergency 
Shelter users' needs, assisting them in 
picking up furniture moving into new 
homes, and filling out Department of 
Social Services papers. Sometimes they 
adopt a family for the holidays, or for the 
whole year, Hairston said. 

Colleen Walton, MSW, is on the pre­
mises two days a week and is always on 
call. She runs a program called "Families 
in Transition. " 0 

Two groups start churches­
Greenwood celebrates 125 years 

A 125th anniversary of the founding of 
two churches, now Greenwood United 
Methodist Church, was held Sept. 30. The 
Rev. Robert Matteson, former pastor, was 
the speaker. Marion Silverthorn, great­
granddaughter of the founder, Charles 
Pohly, gave the history of the Greenwood 
church. Bernitia Wilson, granddaughter of 
Robert Sibbald, gave the history of the 
Roseburg church. Alice Gottsleben gave 
some personal notes. 

A video tape of the congregation was 
shown after the worship service. A dinner 
was served at noon. The afternoon pro­
gram was given over to former pastors. 
Jean Cooper gave a skit. Vocal numbers 
by Lois Blanchette, Kathern Jurn and 
Geraldine McClellan, Donna Brunk and 
Michele Lohr, and Brenda Turner, and a 
flute solo by Lori Silverthorn were also fea­
tured in the services. 

In 1865 two groups started churches in 
the Yale community. Near Roseburg a 
group of Methodists met in a school house 
on Bricker Road until the school burned. 
They bought land from Robert Sibbald for 
$20. They built a church on Galbraith Line 
in 1886. 

The other group, German speaking 
Evangelicals, also started services in a 

Above Is the Greenwood UMC, which 
recently celebrated Its 125th anniversary. 

school house. In 1874 a small log church 
was built on Galbraith Line. This was 
replaced in 1902 with the present church, 
the Greenwood Evangelical United Breth­
ren. In 1969 these two congregations 
merged, and a fellowship hall was added 
in 1973. This church is now called the 
Greenwood UMC. 0 

A Multime Choice 
Question ror Persons 

Interested in Seminary: 
Which United Methodist seminary will you choose? 

The 13 Un•u.>d M~thodt>t ><~mmane;, prepare wmorrow's leaders today. 
Ment 'chnlar;htf", cthmc M:holarsh1p-;, and Tnal Y~-ar Scholarshtps for 

thtl:oe explonng mm"rry arc avatlable. For murc mfonnanon, contact the 
UntteJ Methudt>t ;emmary of 1~1ur ch(llce. 

• Botton Uni,'<nity, ~hool nl Throk"~t>. B<~ton, MA, (617HSl-10l6; • Candler School of 
TheoiOSY. Emol) Un""""'· Ad•nca, GA. (404)727 ·0126; • The Theolowical School, Drtw 
UnweM~ M,,,J.,.,n, Nj, (201)406·1111; • Duke Univeniry Divinity School, Durham, NC. 
(919>684-2601; • G~mmon Theological School, Ad,lnhl, GA. (404)517-7707, • Go""n 
EvongeUcal Theological ScmiiUiry Ev.w1on IL, 1-8()0. 716·4627, • lliff School of TheofOSY, 
f),nm CO. 1-ll00-678-!!60; • Methodlsr Thoological School in Ohio, Dcla"~rc. OH, 
I-&X'·3ll-6876. • Perkins School of Theology, SMU. D .• lla>, TX, (214)692-2291; • Sainr Paul 
School ofTheoiOSY. Kam.u c,l)\ MO. 1·800-825.0178; • School of Theology ar Cfa..,mont, 
Clo"'mun1. CA. (714)626-lS21; • United Theological Seminary, [)ayron, OH, 1-800-686-4673, 
1-8QO.l22-5817 (Otu•.Je Oh••); • \\blfey Theolowical Seminaty, W...h'"ll!un. DC, 1-&'0-882-4987 
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PEOPLE 
THE REV. ELIZABETH ISAACS left for 

Florida to begin more treatments for her 
cancer. She had major surgery 1 1/2 years 
ago, but the cancer has returned. A med­
ical diagnosis is incomplete at this time. 
She is in good spirits and feels good 
enough physically to do some walking, 
reports friend Joyce Wood. Those wish­
ing to send her a card or note may do so 
by writing: Rev. Elizabeth Isaacs, 607 Har­
wood, Orlando, FL 32803. 

MR. THOMAS SPENCER, husband of 
BARBARA NORTON SPENCER, is very 
ill in St. Mary's Hospital, Grand Rapids, 
after a long wait for a kidney transplant, 
and sugar diabetes. They were both 
teaching in the public schools of Alaska, 
but returned to Michigan because of his 
poor health. Barbara is the daughter of the 
late Rev. Raymond and Beatrice Tennant 
Norton, and is directing the music at Ber­
lin Center UMC. Their son , Timothy, is 
continuing to work in Alaska; and daugh­
ter, Patty, married Mark Sellner, of Grand 
Rapids. They recently became parents of 
Spencer Mark. Patty trained as a physi­
ca l therapist , and is working in 
Kalamazoo. Barbara and Tom's address 
is: 604 Jordan Lake Rd., Saranac, Ml 
48881 . She is the niece of the Rev. Wirth 
Tennant. 

"My Peace I Give to You . . . " 

DWIGHT H. BALLARD, 89, a member 
of Eaton Rapids First UMC for 57 years, 
died Sept. 19 at Clark Memorial Home, 
Grand Rapids. He was buried in Rose Hilt 
Cemetery, Eaton Rapids, on Sept. 22, 90 
years after his birth Sept. 22, 1900, in 
Leon1 Township, Jackson County. The 
Revs. Larry Irvine and Robert Betts offici­
ated at his funeral in the Eaton Rapids 
church. Ballard is survived by his w1fe of 
65 years, Eva Byrum Ballard; one daugh­
ter, Mrs Esther (Russell) Richmond of 
Watervliet; one son, James D. (Carolyn) 
Ballard of Onondaga; eight grandchildren: 
12 great grandchildren: and a sister, Ruth 
Hawley of Eaton Rapids. He was pre­
ceded in death by a daughter, Nancy Ann 
Ballard, in 1956. Ballard served his church 
as Sunday school teacher, Sunday school 
superintendent, lay member of annual 
conference and member and chairperson 
of the board of trustees for many years. 
He also was among a crew of men who 
dug out room for a fellowship hall under­
neath the original part of First church He 
served as a board member of the Michi­
gan Council on Alcohol Problems and was 
a member of Eaton Rapids Kiwanis Club. 

MCA WHO'S WHO 
Ray Burgess, MCA correspondent, was born in Dear­

born , and raised in Dearborn First UMC, where he sang 
in the choir and participated in youth group. He majored 
in English at Albion College and received a bachelor's and 
master's degree in sacred theology from Boston 
University. 

" In high school I j ust knew I was called to the minis­
try,' ' Ray says. He was influenced by the youth ministers 
in his church and had a conversion experience at sum­
mer camp. He settled it completely in college. 

Ray met wife Martha in Boston. Their three children are Scott 25; Amy, 
almost 24, and Kristina 22 and getting married. 

Ray's writing interest grew with his English major in college. He wrote an 
article on non-violence for the Advocate in 1961 . While in Grand Rapids he 
did many book reviews for the Advocate, the Circuit Rider and the Grand Rap­
ids Press, where he was allowed to browse th rough their sample books and 
choose. 

Ray and Martha have been interested in the marital growth movement since 
1973. They are nationally certified and are trained leaders in marriage com­
munication labs. 

My Experience 
-Keith A. Bovee 
Pastor, Ionia First UMC 

The value of picking blueberries 

H ave you noticed how people put 
different pnce tags on the 
various aspects of life? There 
are some thmgs 1n life that are 

very important to others. Maybe a bet­
ter choice of vocabulary for "pnce tag" 
would be "value:· Some people place 
a higher value on certam activities than 
others do. 

For example you take a couple of 
weeks not too long ago. when I return­
ed from my vacat1on. I went mto a cer­
tain business establishment. Wh1le I 
was in there I discovered one of our 
church members who had also just 
returned from vacation. We were visit· 
mg about what we had done and I 
shared that on the way home Elnora 
and I stopped to p ick some blueberries. 
Immediately the guy who owns th1s 
business interrupts our conversation to 
let me know I had not saved anythmg 
by picking our own. He knew because 
his wife had figured it out and they 
were just about as cheap out at 
McCord's. 

WE QUICKLY figured it out and deter­
m ined that I had only saved $6.00 by 
picking them myself. With the cost of 
gas and wear and tear one cannot af­
ford to drive up there for that. I feebly 
mentioned that we were dnv1ng right by 
on the way home so no cost there. Evi­
dently we had worn out the top1c 
because the subject was changed and 
I was left with my solitude. 

Getting back to the subject of values, 
it is obvious that I could see more 
value in picking my own bluebemes 
than the matter of dollars and cents. 
Before I go any further let me be nght 
up front , it was not my 1dea to stop and 
pick btuebem es. I was not t he o ne to 
put the ice cream pails m the trunk 
when we left home so as to be pre­
pared. On my list of thmgs to do on 
vacation I am sure p1cking blueberries 
IS not near the top. In fact I am not 
even sure it would find a place on my 
list. I will confess that after all is sa1d 
and done I do enjoy a handful in my 
waffles, or blueberry muff1ns or blue­

Those of you who have been p1cking 
berries know that half the fun is listen­
ing to the conversa:1on gomg on 
around you Just ahead of me was a 
little g1rl about four who was w1th her 
aunt about 22. Her aunt was busy 
teachmg her the proper way to p1ck 
The little girl kept calling her, 'grand· 
ma· and her aunt w1th great embar­
rassment kept correcting her. I also 
noticed a young family not too far down 
the row with four little children . I won­
dered if George B1rd ever though about 
we1ghmg the k1ds as well as the buck· 
ets before they went mto the field to 
pick. 

There was a grandmother with three 
of her grandchildren pickmg right 
behmd me. This grandmother was us­
mg every opportunity to mstruct her 
grandchildren not only in the art of 
picking. but the dangers of eating un­
washed frUit, and the importance of us­
ing proper grammar. 

I WONDER HOW many valuable les· 
sons are learned in the blueberry 
patch Just the week before I had read 
about the newest tad in travel called 
Grandtravel. With most k1ds gettmg 12 
to 18 weeks off every summer and par­
ents having to work. grandparents are 
traveling more with their grandkids. The 
article sa1d one company had 21 two· 
week tours to offer to such places as 
the Netherlands, Italy, France, Kenya, 
and Alaska. They also offer many 
shorter trips. The art1cle pointed up the 
advantages both for the grandparents 
as well as the kids. 

One grandma was quoted as saymg 
she was having so much fun she was 
!Jillll!J to take none mor~ tri,nc: h<>l"2uoo 
she had nme more grandchildren. Well 
this new trend has nothmg on what has 
been going on for years in the blue­
berry patches 

" I've j ust been elected to the board of directors of the Chamber of Com­
merce m Sturgis," says Ray. He also serves on the Albion District Council 
on Ministries and the West Michigan Conference Board of Ordained Ministry. berry cobbler. 

TWO YEARS AGO we had a study 
on Russia. Th1s was before Glasnost. 
We learned that most of the parents 
stayed away from the churches for 
whatever reason. However. the 
babushkas or grandmothers would take 
their grandchildren to church often hav­
mg them baptized without the parents 
knowledge. In every soc1ety and every 
land grandparents play a very 1mportant 
role in the education and sp1rttual 
growth of their grandchildren. 

His two concerns for the church are for the renewal of established congre­
gations and support of the family. 

In October Ray tore a rotator cuff muscle in his shoulder and broke his arm 
in a fall. He is now undergoing physical therapy. ''I'd like to get my golf swing 
back by spring," he says. The couple has a cottage at Lake Louise, where 
Ray enjoys fishing. 

" I'm very enthusiastic about the Advocate ," Ray says. "My family has sub­
scribed as long as I can remember." 

THIS PICKING busin~ss 1s Elnora's 
1dea. She does it because she likes it. 
Now there is not a marned person 
reading this that cannot appreciate the 
value of doing things to please the one 
you are married to. I found a lot more 
" value" from picking our own berries 
than McCord's could possib ly prov1de 
regardless of the price. 

We invite you to watch Catch the Spirit and see the power of the 
Holy Spirit working today through United Methodists worldwide. 
Catch the Spirit is telecast weekly over these satellite networks as 
well as a nwnber of local cable and broadcast television oudets: 

VISN-Vision l mcrfairh Satellite Network 
(Satcom 3 R, Trans1x mdcr 5) 
Tuesday, 7:30pm ET 
Wednesday, 2:30pm ET 
Thursday, 9:00 am ET 

CTNA-Cathohc Telecommunications -...:crwor~ of 
\Jnerica 

(\ V<..-stl.rar 5, Transponder 13) 
Monday, I :30 pm I·T and locally 

schctlulcd times 

· 1 o find whether OlldJ tht• Spint i~ a\·ailable in your art~J. 
contact vour lot11l cable S\ '\tcm. 

For addiuona·l infom1ncion you ma} write: 

ACTS - \mcrit:lll Clm,tian ' fl:lc\ ISIOn C., I 'rem 
(( ;alaxy l ll, 1 r.lll~J)()Ildcr 7) · 
Sundn~. 11:00 nm FT 
fhur.;ln1, I 0:00 am FT 
Frida}, f:OO pm & ~,oo pm FT 

AVN- \ ltematc \ IC\\ :'\etwork 
(S;nmm ~. Trampondcr L!) 
C.,uml:tl, -· .lOam l o:' l 

Catch the S~rit 
( THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1'.0 Bo, 120 • "-"'h"llc. 1"'- l,!ll}-01!0 

As you can see there IS a lot more 
value from picking your own blueber­
nes than savmg a few cents a pound. 
Please don't let the word get out . If the 
George B1rds of th1s !and ever get wind 
of the real value of picking your own 
they will want to charge adm1ss1on in 
addition to the price per pound. 

L I N E R 
A D S 

IT PAYS TO AOVERTISE IN THE AOVOCArE 
Advocate adsll<ong resuils. L-ads COli only $2.25 per 
bne at part thereof tor the !1rst entry, $1.60 per ..,o for 
tdonttcal ads rhcreat1er OJSplay ads begtn at S ,0.00 a 
column tnen. Rates vary Call tor deta•ts. Oea~• tot 
submm•ng or cance!ing an ados lhe lenlh day belote elMo 
of pubticallon Wnto the Amocaro at 310 Sprngbe"DDk. 
Adnan 4922 t. lor more mtormahon 

ORGANIST/MUSIC Oooector. part·lome PD511""' Sa!sry 
commenturatu vv•th experience. Send retunwa to 
Redeemer unued Motllodisl Church, 1391!0 Scii4Yey 
Road. DeWon, Ml 48820 

NEW MA TTRESSES-JIICiory d~eet Free delivery on the 
grealer Gmnd Raptds arae In OCMr areas, CC><lli&CI us 
for monomum freoghl cost Firlll qual•ty. twin S7S, double 
s 110. q.-, $150. Grano~ Co .. 4625 Clyde Pari<. 
SW, Wyom•ng. Ml49509. Ph. (616) 538-6782 Hrs. Mon • 
Fri ~. Sal 9-4 Speclaltsa In custom SiZes and cu. 
tom tr&n"'ii's. 

MUSICIANS WANTED Elthet a team of music clftc!Of 
and organtSt or fuU·wne mUSk: dlrec:tot and Pl.r1·!.."n8 
organost for Royal Oak FUSI Un,I«J MechOciiSt Cllurttt 
Excelle<11 saJMy and benefits. Dyn:amlc ,.,. c"!!ir pro. 
gram Send Inquiries and resume to ~ Ed Duncan. 
Firat UMC. 320 W Sever:h Sl , Royal O&A. t.'J 0J67 
Ph f3'3) 54'-'1100. 

FOR SALE. Lowly r.o<> oedroorn Redmond~ l'lcmo 
.n a lone lldu!l park ._Y ,_Home Patk. ~. 
Flonda For onformal100 call Rev. G E Stace, phone 1S l7) 

n~J983 
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BIBLE FOR TODAY m 
Stories Jesus told 
Stories of God's grace-Unit I JOE HUSTON 

The Prodigal Son 
December 2. 1990 

LJ.Jke 15.1-10 
"He arose and come to his father. 

But while he was yet at a distance, 
his father saw him and had com­
passion, and ran and embraced 
h1m and kissed him." 

-Luke 15:20 

T
he story of the prod1gal son is 
perhaps the best short story ever 
told. It has characters who stand out 
tn sharp relief It has an 1mpact 

wh1ch drives home the central point of the 
father's amazmg love and forgiVeness. It 
has subtle undercurrents which reflect the 
complexities of the human heart. 

Biblical commentanes deservedly go to 
great lengths to uncover the many layers, 
tints and hues of th1s multi-colored para­
ble. There is the waywardness of the 
youngest son. There is the forgiving and 
generous, even prod1gallove of the father. 
There is the understandable jealousy and 
ange1 of the older brother. But as we look 
at it now. let us take another tack. 

Dave Nelson shared w1th me a long time 
ago a sermon outline Dr. George Buttnck 
offered m a preachmg class· "S1ck of 
Home: Home Sick. Home." There 1s a sim· 
phc1ty 1n that story hne perhaps illustrated 
best by another story I share th1s with the 
perm1ss10n of a fnend whose life story it is. 

Hf WAS BORN m a southern town the 
son of Chnstlan parents. He was raised in 
lhe Southern Baptist Church and early 
made a Christ1an commitment and JOined 
the church. He was receiving the spiritual 
inhentance his family and church could 
g1ve h1m wh\le he was young. 

Then came the tensions and open con­
frontation of the C1vil R1ghts Movement 
which rocked the nation and his home 
town. Almost simultaneously the country 
deepened its mvolvement in Vietnam. He 
JOined the Army and went to war. 

In Vietnam his life began to take a down­
ward turn. To help cover the pam of that 
awful war, he turned to drugs; and his use 
d1d not stop at the completion of his tour 
of duty. It continued when he got state-side 
and encountered the mhospitable wei-

WELCOME 
JOE HUSTON 
THANKS TO 

JOHN CERMAK 
For the past s1x lessons John Cer­

mak has led us to new understand­
mgs of Old Testament prophets and 
kmgs. We have appreciated his 
witness and scholarship 

We now begm a new un1t, 
"Stories of God's -Grace." Our guide 
1s Joe Huston, senior pastor of Holt 
United Methodist Church smce 
1989. 

Joe' has a B.A. degree m 
sociology from Central M1ch1gan 
Univers1ty (1969), and an M.Div. 
from Garrett (1972). He is married to 
Sara. and the1r three children are 
Joyanne. 17. Sherah, 13, and Joey 
8 Sara works in home health care. 
At the local church level Joe·s In· 

terests mclude pastoral care, 
evangelism, worsh1p, preach1ng and 
teaching. 

He 1s chair of the WMC Board of 
D1SC1plesh1p and serves on the 
board of trustees for M .J. Clark 
Memonal Home and for Lake 
LOUISe. 

"I enjoy reading, yard work and 
gardening, sw1mming and running. 
Joe concludes 

Sr. Paslor. Holl UMC 

come experienced by so many Vietnam 
vets 

The toll on h1s hie was clear. He became 
a1mless, listless and just a little crazy. His 
closest relationshipS began to crumble to 
the point that h1s mother told him he could 
not stay m the family home 11 his drug use 
continued. 

So he left the home physically he had 
left sp1ntually many years before. This 
began a year of JOblessness and 
homelessness. a year of wandering in a 
"far off land" of drugged living. 

Then, one mght, 1n a park, he heard 
some people preachmg the Gospel and 
handmg out Chnsllan literature. He paus­
ed and listened Suddenly, one of the 
women in the group recognized him, and 
came to h1m to talk. 

"Look at you!" she said. "What has 
become of you? What are you doing with 
your life? This isn't the way you were rais­
ed! God doesn't like what you're doing. 
You'd better get yourself straightened out:' 
(" Twas grace that taught my heart to 
fear.") 

Another lnend saw h1m and said very 
much the same thmg; and he began to 
think maybe there was something to it. 
Maybe they were right. Then, he knew he 
had to go home. He came to his right 
mmd. 

Reaching home, he told his mother he 
was gomg to straighten out his life, quit 
drugs, clean up and go back to church. 
His mother gave him another chance and 
let h1m come home with the understand­
mg that he really had to change his ways. 

Sunday came and it was time lor 
church. He sat in the back of the balcony, 
but the words of the message still reach­
ed him. At the invitation he knew he had 
to respond. He knew he had to rededicate 

his life. A prodigal son had come home. 

THAT HOMECOMING was just the 
beginning of a spiritual journey which con­
tmues still today. The young man is Ver­
non Moore, director and pastor of Harvest 
House on Mlch1gan Avenue, Lansing. 

There are beautiful layers of truth to be 
found in the Story of the Prodigal Son, but 
most of all, it is a story of a young man who 
lost his way, who was wasting his life and 
who by the grace of God came to his right 
mind, and came home. 

Pharisee and 
Tax Collector 
December 9, 1990 

Luke 18:9-14 
" Every one who exalts himself 

will be humbled, but he who hum­
bles himself will be exalted." 

- Luke 18:14 

I 
n this parable Jesus criticized those 
who are self-righteous and who hold a 
judgmental and condescending atti­
tude towards others. He does so by 

comparing the prayers and attitudes of a 
Pharisee and a tax collector. The story is 
set in the Temple, so let us travel there by 
1magmation and watch the story unfold. 

Two men enter the Temple. One, a Phar­
isee, stands and prays "with himself": with 
words full of self-congratulations and pride. 
Further, he is so unheavenly minded that 
he notices a tax collector not far off and 
further exalts himself by belittling the 
publican. 

In sharp contrast, the tax collector 
stands "far off" and without lilting his eyes 

- ~·: 
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simply calls out for God's mercy. Of the 
two, Jesus said the tax collector went away 
justified. 

JESUS' VERDICT was likely a surprise 
to those listening to him. Pharisees were 
religious Jews who made it a practice to 
press themselves beyond the usual 
demands of the law in their spiritual disci­
pline. This was so they could guarantee 
their righteousness, their right-standing 
before God. 

On the other hand, tax collectors were 
hated because they were considered trai­
tors to their country. They were hired by 
the Romans to collect taxes lor the Roman 
Empire, part of which was used to garri­
son an occupation force of Roman legions. 
This alone was a great enough offense; 
but to make matters worse, the tax collec­
tors were allowed to keep whatever they 
could cheat out of their fellow citizens over 
and above the tax required by Rome. This 
was their living made through a dishonest 
system legitimated by a hated overlord. 

Certainly, of the two, the Pharisee 
should be found justified, not the tax col­
lector. Where was the Pharisee found 
wanting? Why did Jesus praise the tax 
collector? 

The fundamental reason is that the 
Pharisee was self-centered, not God­
centered. His prayer was to himself. It cat­
alogued his accomplishments and thereby 
praised the pray-er rather than glorifying 
God. Further, he betrayed a less than lov· 
ing attitude towards the tax collector, a far 
cry from the forgiving love Jesus exempli­
fied and embodied. 

The tax collector knew himself to be a 
sinner, and with only that, asked God to 
have mercy. His attitude calls to mind 
Isaiah in the Temple: "Woe is mel For I am 
lost; for I am a man of unclean lips." (lsa. 
6:5). His sense of guilt must have run 
deeper than remorse, too, for Jesus to 
have called him justified. For one to stand 
truly right with God, there must be repen­
tance, a change of life, a change of behav­
ior. The tax collector must have not only 
fel t his need for God's mercy and forgive­
ness, but must also have made an inner 
resolution to change his ways. 

ZACCHAEUS CHANGED his life alter 
meeting the Christ saying, "Behold, Lord 
the half of my goods I give to the poor; and 
if I have defrauded any one anything, I 
restore it fourfold ." (Luke 19:8). Perhaps 
the tax collector had such inner resolve. 

There is another attractive aspect of the 
tax collector-his humility. He has no 
smug arrogance or pretense. He is who he 
is, a sinner. But that frank confession 
opens the door lor further spiritual growth. 
That door, according to Richard Foster in 
Freedom of Simplicity is Holy obedience 
which leads to the Christian grace of 
humility. "When the whole of our vision is 
filled with the Holy, petty selfishness is 
squeezed ou t . Perpetual God­
consciousness of necessity squeezes out 
self-consciousness." (Foster, Freedom of 
Simplicity, p. 103). 

Two men in a parable: a Pharisee filled 
with himself and condescending towards 
others and a tax collector who humbly 
acknowledges his need for God's mercy; 
the latter is justified. May God grant us the 
grace to follow the tax collector in humil­
ity, confession and repentance. 

Afu m l num Product• for y our Church ••• 
• STEEPlES • COlUMNS 
• CUPOLAS • CORNICES 
• BELl TOWERS • LOWERS 
• CROSSES • llAlUSTRAOES 

• EX'T EAIOR 8UlLEliN BOARDS 

CAMPBilLSVIU! IHDU51RIIS 800·626~350 

P.O. eox 278 -J ()<y) 502·465-8 135 
CAMPeELLSVILLE. KENTUCKY 42718 
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u R c H 0 F T H E w E CH 
A VITAL CONGREGATION IN THE M ICHIGAN AREA 

EK 
Concord UMC: evangelism and 
diversity of interests 
KATHY GOOLIAN 
MCA Staff Reponer 

JACKSON (MCA) - The Michigan 
Christian Advocate has found inspiration 
in the new bishops' pastoral letter on 
"Vital Congregations-Faithful Disciples." 
This is the start of a spin-off column call­
ed "Church of the Week." Each district 
superintendent has been asked to name 
a vital church with over 200 and under 200 
members. 

The Rev. Eldon Eldred , Albion District 
superintendent, has named Concord 
United Methodist Church as a vital "under 
200" congregation. The Advocate met 
with its pastor, the Rev. Barbara Flory, 
who has been at Concord since January. 
She asked three laity to join us: Eleanor 
Rowlison, chair of the administrative coun­
cil, Bob Jacokes, treasurer; and Phil 
Friedrick, lay leader. 

FRIEDRICK GAVE US a feel for the 
Concord area, with its population of 100. 
"It's a rural farming community now turn­
ed into a bedroom community for Jackson 
and Battle Creek. Its make-up has chang­
ed. The church is trying to reach out to 
new people. The town has a super school 
system." 

An Oct. 14 Miracle Sunday, with 
Friedrick as chair, raised $31 ,000 towards 
an added elevator and handicapped bath­
room . A total of $48,000 is needed. The 
elevator was built on faith that the fund­
ing would be raised. The following Sun­
day Flory announced Miracle Sunday had 
come short of its goal by $19.02. Over 
$900 rolled in. 

"All during the process (of planning the 
elevator) I was struck with how many 
opportunities we had to postpone it," said 
Flory. 

"In the past I did not feel comfortable," 
Jacokes said. " But I felt the urge to take 
my Miracle Sunday offering to the altar." 

Flory said that at a recent wedding a 
grandmother was able to come in a wheel­
chair. On Sunday morning a parishioner 
brought her mother from a nursing home. 

Jacokes spoke on finances: " People 
seem to respond when they see there's 
a need. As stewards we need to commu­
nicate with people. I used to be a lot more 
excited (i.e., anxious) about figures. Peo­
ple say you need to have faith. It's not like 
a business." 

WE NEED TO keep the program young 
and futuristic," said Friedrick. 

At a meeting for an upcoming Appala­
chia Service Project work team 20 people 
signed up for summer 1991 . "There is a 
real concern for people's lives. I see it as 
evangelical and very canng," says Flory. 
"We have a strong spiritual foundation." 

"One parishioner wanted to be baptized 
by betng immersed in a lake," Friedrick 

said. " Because it was important to her, it 
was important to everybody." 

"We're all in it together," said Flory. 
There's no sense of hierarcy." 

As further evidence of evangelism, the 
pastor noted that the youth had stayed 
after church the previous Sunday to cook 
six days' worth of meals for a family where 
the mother has cancer. 

The church Just bought Blueprints for 
Evangelism, noted Flory. Herb Miller a 
West Michigan Conference consultant in 
evangelism put it together. It's an orga­
nized program for church growth . 

Flory sometimes asks if the youth want 
to say something during worship. Prayer 
requests are an important part of the 
service. 

IN OTHER evangelistic efforts, a com­
munity birthday calendar is sold each 
year, raising $550-600. Two groups of 
senior citizens meet at the church every 
week to play cards and have fun . At the 
end of August "Pack a Pew" brought in 
92 visitors in four weeks. The church 
sends Valentine cookies to college stu­
dents. On Dec. 16 a "Coming Home for 
Christmas" program will bring in the 
inactives. 

Of their pastor these lay people spoke 
with admiration and respect, but not adu­
lation. They realize a church is as good as 
its members. Friedrick spoke of her 
"maturity, caring and loving kindness. 
Barb is able to work with all the parishio­
ners one-on-one and make them feel lov­
ed and cared for. She gives honest 
expressions of what she feels we can do." 

" Barb is the same in the pulpit as in 
everyday life," said Rowllson. ''That is a 
true gift. People feel free to share." 

"Her valuable side is her business abil­
ity," said Jacokes ... Committees are 
more vibrant and enthusiastic to do 
things." 

The church was on a circuit with Spring 
Arbor, Pulaski and North Concord start­
ing in 1836, explained Flory. It has been 
a single point charge since the early 
1900s. A wooden building served as the 
church from the 1800s. When it burned 
down the present brick building was 
erected debt free about 1910. 

The long-time laity reminisced about 
old-time members. "Others took us in 
hand. Now it's our turn," Friedrick said.O 

AT A GLANCE 
Church: Concord UMC 
Founded: 1836 
District: Albion 
Pastor: Barbara Flory 
No. Members: 145 

Youth at Concord UMC held a car wash this summer to raise funds for camp. "The 
youth help serve communion," noted lay leader Phil Freldrick. "They're being 
yokefellows. Our church typifies yoke fellowship. This Is a church where everyone 
feels they can serve communion withOut being worried about spilling the grape juice." 

Church menbers form a prayer circle on the occasion when Oistric! Superintendent 
Eldon Eldre~ was present for the church conference that decided ~o go ahead with 
the ad dec e.evator. 

View from the Pew 
"' -

-Joan Kelsey 
Lay member, East Lansing Umv. UMC 

A church family reunion 

A
re fa·n y reunions part of your 
her1age? If so, I envy you 
Nei:~er the Thostesen nor the 
Ga/.'alll families hdd raunioo». 

We gathe!W Nhen a grandparent died, 
but that wzs a "reason" to come. Just 
wanting to oe together was not suffi­
cient anc o-o one wanted to get 
together badly enough to plan tl. 
Opporturi::es were not created to 
reconnect :o share stones and feelings 
of past ex<JeP ences. to se11se our com­
mon histor• and connectedness, to 
marvel at ,,e growth of ct>ildren, meet 
new spo...Jses rem1msce about family 
members o-o onger with us. I have lost 
contact ...,,;:-, cousins and never even 
met some of them. 

My fa"l '• did v1sit my father's folks tn 
western "\fb~aska and my mother's 
parents on the south side of Chicago. 
But that is,'t the same as having ex­
tended ·a-11;. from severa: generations 
at a b1g gshering as the Kelseys d1d in 
New York state At a farm home or a 
cottage o~ a bay of Lake Ontario, we'd 
enjoy a io·g afternoon of :alktng, eat­
ing, rerre'1bering, admtring babtes, 
playing "''L<'SE!shoes or sw1mming, and 
feeling co,rected with one another. As 
the older ~u11ts and uncles are no 
longer "ere. 11 has become a smaller 
event. Tt>~ younger generation lives too 
far awa· ' ~ 11as conflicting schedules 
so it ts,..,'t 3S easy or tmportant to at­
tend. ~·e 3re the lesser for the lost 
contact 

THE CIHURCH IS like that We are 
together as a fam1ly when we gather in 
the sanc...ary each Sunday. It is the 
" immeaia19· family sharing and con­
necting in tt>e remembering, story tell­
ing, shan"Q a meal at one table. But 
that's no1 the same as a reunion of the 
extended. broader famil~ 

Just io.;: 'TIY fam1ly. the wider church 
does a gJOd jOb of com1ng together 
when .. re:tave a "purpose':_to do busi­
ness a;. t",,.., ual Conference. to study at 
Schools d Christian Mrssion or Pastors' 
School t:: vote on whether to move the 
locatior :1 conference offices. to say 
goodbl· t: a departing bishop or hello 
to a brsh:p newly assrgned to the 
Michtga'l Area. 

It's boeF.l a long ltme--at least 20 
years-St1Ce we've had a famtly reu­
mon or. t!'e latty ot tne M1cn1gan Area, 
simply c.:-:n:ng together to reconnect 

and celebrate who we are. We are los­
Ing contact with our co-s:r:s on the 
other side of the state T.~ere are manv 
we've never met 

ONCE AGAIN WE'RE going to have 
that celebration. All lay persons of the 
Detroit and West Mtch~gan Conferences 
are Invited to "A CELE3RATION CALL­
ED TO BE LAITY," on Saturday, Feb. 
16. 1991. at the Kellogg Center, East 
Lanstng, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

There will be stngln£:, leastmg, recon­
necting with other people, and rejoicing 
tn betng in mtntstry as lay persons n 
our home, church, coromuntly. and 
world Partictpants of the convocation 
will explore our call to m1mstry. What is 
the nature of God's ca•l to lay persons? 
How do we recognize :r.at call? How 
can we w1tness to tha: cam 

Resource leaders irc,uae Btshop 
Judith Craig and Havnand Houston 
(former General Secretary of the Gen­
eral Board of Church and Society) dia­
loguing on "Namtng tne Call" and how 
the call to be laity diffars from the call 
to be ordained Don ~~endenhall, assiS­
tant to Bishop Reube~ Job of Iowa (the 
first lay person to hold me positton of a 
btshop's assistant). wrn help us in 
"Explonng the Call." Caro.'yn Johnson. 
of the Purdue Umvers ty faculty, w1ll 
lead us in "Witnesstrg the Call ' 

REGISTRATION FORMS are betng 
distnbuted to all cong-egations and 
also can be obtatned ·rom District Lay 
Leaders or the d1stnct and conference 
off1ces. Deadline for recistralion is Feb. 
9 Child care for child:-en five years and 
under will be availabl'l 1: children are 
pre-regtstered. For th' ·se wno want to 
come the evemng be!Ore. you can 
make your own reserrauon at the 
Kellogg Center. There "'11 be a gather­
tng for fellowshtp ana run on Friday 
evening at 8:30 p.m. 

The planning team . co-chat red by 
Don Williams and Chuc!l Arnold. the 
conference lay leaders. wants to fill the 
meeting room to capae!ly with 950 peo­
ple. You are urged to gsttler a carload 
and jotn all your cousir.:; at this "Fam!iy 
Reun1on." Famrly me!'llllers who are not 
able to come to the part}' Will tncleed 
be missed . 

r_, PnntfJd on recycl8d peoer ... 
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